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GOOD MORNING EVERYONE!

In English, we have two kinds ol

e Lexical ambiguity: it is related to the words.

E.g. Iwent to the bank.

Do they mean here by
the side of the nver?

e Structural ambiguity: 1
sentence.

% The man put the book in the box on the table

This sentence is ambiguous. We have structural ambiguity.

The first meaning:

The man put the book, which 1s
table. So, the book was already in the box, and the man
carried the box and put it on the table.

ambiguous sentences:

“hank” the financial imsttution or

( is related to the structure ol the

within the box, on the
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The verb phrase includes three constitucnts: a verb, a

noun phrase and a prepositional phrase.
“In the box” is included within the second consttuent,

which is the noun phrase, as we sce in the tree diagram

above.
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Heie, “In e box® is domiigited by ihe nou phrase “the
book.” ‘

The second meanig:

The man put the book in the box, which is on the table.
So, the box here was already on the table, and the man took
the book and put it inside the box.
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The verb phrase also includes three constituents: a verb, a
noun phrase and a prepositional phrase.

“In the box” is included within the third constituent, which
is the prepositional phrase, as we see in the tree diagram
above.

Here, “in the box” is not related to “the book.” It is
related to “on the tble,” and both of them are dominated
by the verb “put.”

Student: is it right to have three constituents?
Professor: yes, with recursive rule we can generate new
categorics.
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