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destaliu}::tc Phllllpx was a myali:;rl. which means she supported the king

: I puritan family connections, Her son Hector did not live past

Iflfdftcv meaning he died when he was a baby. Hector's death was the

subject of some of Katherine Phillips's later poems such as E;_ «H

Hector Phillips. Another poem she wrote on the death m?;-u—:; is -'/.;f.f -'-J';'_':

Death of My First and Dearest Chi et .
** What's the meaning of epitaph?

ld.
It means (33ald) which is the stone we put on the grave. Another

meaning is (“+.+) which is a type of poem we write on the death of
someone we love.

K._athc.rine’s husband was a member of the parliament. At the
Restoration when the monarchy was restored and Charles the 2™ became
the new king following the death of the commonwealth, James Phillips
barely escaped execution after he was accused of regicide. The word
“regicide” means that he was accused of conspiring against the king in
order to kill him. As a result, his estates were confiscated and he lost his |
seat in the parliament. Katherine became a favorite member at the court
after she was promoted her friend Sir Charles Cottrell.

The first edition of her poems appeared in 1664; the same year she died
of smallpox. Smallpox is a disease that was not curable at that time.

Katherine Philips was a Welsh royalist poet and a translator. “Welsh”
means she is from Wales.

Her poem that we are going to study today is quite interesting. Let's
have a look at it: '

A Married State i.
: S By Katherine Philips |
T' A married state affords but little ease
| The best of husbands are so hard to please.
i This in wives careful faces you may spell '
NS Though they dissemble their misfortunes well. |
& A virgin state is crowned with much content; \
% It's always happy as it's innocent. l
T 3 No blustering husbands to create your fears; '
s : No pangs of childbirth to extort your tears;
No children's cries for to offend your ears; ]l
Few worldly crosses to distract your prayers: nl
Thus are you freed from all the cares that do
Attend on matrimony and a husband too. \
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' Therefore Madam, be advised by me
J Turn, turn apostate to love's levity,

Suppress wild nature if she dare rebel.
| There's no such thing as leading apes in hell.
Let’s start explaining the poem line by line:
* A married state affords but little ease
Afford: to deliver, to give,
Ease: 1o comfort.
Being married gives very little comfort, Actually, the poet was still
single when she wrote this poem.
® The best of husbands are so hard to please.
It's very difficult to please your husband.
® This in wives careful faces you may spell
Though they dissemble their misfortunes well.
Spell: to recognize.

Dissemble: to hide. :
If you look at wives' faces, you will find fake happiness. They pretend

something they are not. They hide their misfortune.

What do wives hide? They hide their suffering, their pain, their
disappointment, and their misery.

The meaning of these two lines: although the faces of the wives lock
very careful not to reveal what they feel, you can spot and feel the pain
once you look at them.

» A virgin state is crowned with much content;

No one is as happy as a single woman. A single woman is crowned with

happiness.
s It's always happy as it's innocent,
Being unmarried is a very happy state because it is innocent and pure.
» No blustering husbands to create your fears; i
Blustering: aggressive. u

She says: why would 1 live with an aggressive and a violent husband?
The source of fear comes from aggression and violence of the husband.

» No pangs of childbirth to extort your tears;
. Pangs. pain.
_ Extort, to force, to obtain by force.
She's talking about motherhood and how painful it is to become a
- mother. It's not an easy task to bear and deliver a child. It's painful and
pessimistic for women.
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f en‘s cries for to offend your cars;
1€r would always hear loud noise. There's no serenity. There's no

| y crosses to distract your prayers:
) |

ﬁm{}thm-. have a space or a moment of peace to pray. You

your own. Even when you pray, you will be distracted by the

y children,

. a biby ical allusion in this line in “worldly crosses "
symbolic meaning of crosses in this context?

.l i‘ )| g e85 g I Sl f r' 0 t. J " and p “[ " ont. Jcsus

crucified as a criminal. So, it was a means for punishment for

ldly crosses refer to her misery and disappointment, and to her
out the future,

t 18 saying that when you are single, it's a happy and innocent
lot only that but also you have very few crosses to bear.
are you freed from all the cares that do
d on matrimony and a husband too,
sponsibilities, worries.
y: marriage.

| you are a virgin, you are being freed from all the worries.
now look at this conclusion:
‘herefore Madam, be advised by me

, turn apostate to love's levity,
te: a person who renounces his religious or political belief or
In Arabic it means (<),
nerriment, happiness, joy.

she advise us to do? i .

us not to get married, Do not be illusioned and deccived by

¢ to sexual energy.
not to love anyone. You need
eﬁf@ f ﬂhﬂlg m?pm .lt. '

{o control your sexual
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She is saying that in hell there's no sex and there's no husband. She's
also saying that being single is a state of heaven so why to choose hell?
THS St fow- lines. in-this poem show some biblical understanding o1
being single. Here I will quote Saint Paul from the Bible and this is what
he says about sexual desire: SRR e s _
“Now to the unmarried and the widows | say: It is good for them |
to stay unmarried, as | am. But if they cannot exercise self-control,
they should marry, for it is better to marry than to burn with
| passion.” e
: Saint Paul advises women and men who are single saying that if they
_can control themselves, they should stay single like him. If they cannot,
they should get married.
- Back to Katherine Phillips, she is asking us to renounce love and sexual
desire. If you dare to rebel, then rebel against marmage. In hell. there's no
sex. After death, the sexual desire will no longer control how we choose to
live. When you die, you will be free of your wild nature, from the sexual
desire that controls your body and mind, and from your need to have a
husband.

R ~ “Spinsterhood” is a very negative word that is used to describe women
- who stay out of marriage. It is a gender-biased term. It means (siladt) |
- How s spinsterhood connected to the "leading apes in hell "2
: - Hell is proverbiaily the fate of spinsters. In other words, she is saying:
- do not confirm to the culture that says you are spinsters or that you are
~ invaluable. Just live your life; you do not need a man to make you happy.
- This is another interpretation of the last line. |
Actually, the last line is open to multiple interpretations. Critics don't
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LT { g1ve me more love
Oh dagger traveling inside mv wa ! st . sl
Oh penetrating knite e |
I |
Lrown me more my lad
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Or (the sea is calling me)Kill me more
Par 1 & iHed T s dias e R
Perhaps being Kilied, 11l be revived '
i Y 1154 I ¥ "
Or (Perhaps being killed, I'll find my hife (i o lia
ta- the verh "to commao ran he R o R Py
Note: the verb 'fto summon can be used In dilferent context | Wa
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e [ summoned my courage. : e lad Ui

e The judge sumu
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¢ He was summoned for interrogation.
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