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HELLO EVERYONE!
. A ic our final Romantic _
[.ord Byron is Ol ; : ; L %
We skipped one poet who is Samuel Coleridge. Coleridge
required for the exam. : i | L
Student: Coleridge is the friend of William Wordsworth, rig
Professor: That's correct, : i
I'he Lyrical Ballads were written by both of them. Wordswort

Wordsworth co-wrote the Ly rical Ballads.
* 4K

poet for this term.

It
i

[ b g L .'-"l"'_"J whats e L [ ",'".
-.-'\.‘.“" p:_'- WA :«- i bl ot 8 ik . \ i
%+ Lord Byron |

% Lk
e g

a2 i

g . His name is George Gordon Byron. The title "Lord" is b
he belonged to an aristocratic family. _

~ He was one of the greatest and most influential English pe
descended from two aristocratic families. He had inherited his
the House of Lords. Therefore, he is known as [Lord Byron.

- Byron went to Trinity College, Cambridge. e

- Byron had a physical disability. He had a deformed foot t
made worse by a surgical treatment. He always
embarrassment about his disability. |

- Although he had a physical disability, he was a ver
sportsman. He played cricket. He made himself an expe
fencer (sword fighter), a horseman and a powerful swimmer.
- Lord Byron was very attractive. He was passionat
and witty (clever and humorous). He was fashio
promiscuous (lustful, womanizer) (s «35ed). He
attractive and uncontrollable. (Promiscuous means
unrestrained in sexual behavior). :

- Byron achieved an immense European reputation r
litetime. ¢

*

- The most famous work by him is Don Ju
(s'>#) against modern civilization. '

- He introduced into literature the idea of the B
kK 1
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THa Bvronic Hero

ch Is an alien, mysterious. and gloomy spirit, superior in his
passions and powers to the resi of humanity. He is in his isolation
absolutely self-reliant, pursuing his own ends against any opposition,
human or supernatural.

Another famous poem by Lord Byron is Child _Harold's
Pilgrimage which he wrote in 1812, When he wrote this poem and
published it, he woke up next morning and found himsell very
famous; he found himself like the deva or the superstar of London,

- Everyone, especially women, wanted to write him letters and 1o
sign the book of poems that he wrote. People generally wanted to be
in touch with him.

- Byron became a celebrity with the publication of his poem Child
Harold's Pilgrimage. He rapidly became the most brilliant star in the
dazzling world of fashion in London, So, he was not only famous in
the circle of writers but also in the circle of fashionable London.

- Byron was a sexual magnet for both men and women. He was
able to maintain his looks; he was very obsessed about his diet. He
maintained his looks only by resorting to a starvation diet of biscuits,
soda water, and strong cathartics (purgatives). He wanted to stay very
fit physically.

- He was involved at first in an affair with Lady Caroline Lamb
who called him "mad, bad and dangerous to know". He was also

involved physically with other lovers.

- He tried his hands at lyric poetry.

- Afier attaining his MA degree, Byron set out on a tour through
Portugai and Spain to Malta, and then to Albania, and Greece. This

tour took him two years.

- He entered in a sequence of liaisons (sccret sexual relationships)
with ladies of fashion.

- Tor relief, he wanted to have a break. He decided to marry a
woman called Annabella Milbanke. This marriage produced a
daughter. The union, however, between Byron and Annabella did not
last, and the marriage ended in a legal separation. Annabella
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in [H“r wind ll'lUI'i Ill'l' t';lughtﬂf: ..'I

consiaet L i
: - nnabel ibanke

(he final blow came when Lady “.\".““- A _ .’“ Ml,_‘.‘,
NeesuOns relations with his hﬂlﬁ_ r
adjective from incest, There weg
p with his half-sister. i

ed him msane and left him

discovered her hushand's 1
Augusta Leigh. Incestuous I8 the

rumors that he even had a relationsh
'y

Wi
A

‘ . y .J:_'“ F
Wbout his siblings, I've found ¢

From the rescarch that | made ¢ . s
as children; they were by

Byron and Augusta Leigh have never met

and raised separately. They only met as adults, :??v_
Remember that at that time, such life style was nol ace

that very religious and conservative society. In other words,

was unconventional. rebellious, and out of the box. = _‘:f;_;_j

¥ HF

- As a result of this life style that he had, Byron was o:

Byron was ostracized by all but a few friends and was finally
leave England forever on April 25, 1816. G
- He left to Italy. There, he met the Romantic poet Pel%?-
and his wife Mary Shelley. In Venice, he inaugurated a p
frenzied debauchery that, he estimated, involved more 1
hundred women. Debauchery means excessive indulgence |
pleasures () gl 8 Galaad), e
- He was not regretful. He lost being part of the -'Eﬁﬁ’l:
nobody wanted Lo stay in touch with him in England a“}'fﬁ
ol that, he did not regret having this life. He did the m
and over again. il

o Finallg, Bgrnn broke off literature for action, Hﬁ |
different of action; military action. He organized an ex
military campaign) to assist in the Greek War of Indes
the Turks. The Greek whnted to ' Indepen
Empire.

liberate themselyes fi

- Byron felt some kind of g o
' bl 2 ympath. for the Gry
Greece to fight against the Ottomans oryagaint:f&.p,

- To this day, Byron is revered by the Gmﬂiﬂ;




He became a national hero and a national symbol. He became
honored, respected in Greece,

He ched 'th Cireece out of fbvcr al !hl‘.‘ age of 36.

Among his best known works are the narrative poem Don Juan,
Child Harold's Pilgrimage as well as his short lyric and one of his
[i"n[ﬂlH I\Ut\l“f,‘ Shc WHH{S in Bl‘:lllij

- Byron is often described as the most [lamboyant and
netorious of the major Romantics.

Notorious is a person with a bad reputation. He had a very bad
reputation as a poet and as a person. He was a very good poet but
because of the lifestyle he had. he was notorious,

Flamboyant means someone who is obsessed with fashion.

It you are interested and have time, there is a film on Youlube
entitled Byron, It is not a family movie. It is (+18). ;

- Byron was both celebrated and punished for his aristocratic
excesses including his numerous love affairs with both men and
women as well as rumors of a scandalous liaison with his half-sister.
He was bisexual.

I will be quoting Lord Byron in order to show you how he viewed
himself. He says:

[ "I am so changeébia',“h;eing everything By_ﬁ;r;;&l-'.ldﬂn;thing
long— | am such a strange melange of good and evil, and it would
be difficult to describe me." e 5

Melange means mixture. This is how be viewed himsell.
Another quotation by Lord Byron:

"There are but two sentiments to which | am constant—a str_ongj
love of liberty, and a detestation of cant.”

C'ant: hypocrisy. .
He loved freedom and he hated hypocrisy very much.

That's all about Lord _E'.ymn'_s life.
& ok

Let's start with his poem 3V

Abydos.

i St ——
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. Written after S'wimm-ing from Sestos to Abydos _;,;
| May 9, 1810 f%
‘ By Lord Byron %

- B
" {.- 1

if in the month of dark December
_- Leander, who was nightly wont
| (What maid will not the tale remember?)
| To cross thy stream, broad Hellespont!
2
If when the wintry tempest roared
I’ He sped to Hero, nothing ioth,
And thus of old thy current pour'd,
Fair Venus! How | pity both!
3 :
For me, degenerate modem wretch,
Though in the genial month of May
My dripping limbs | faintly stretch,
And think I've done a feat to-day.
4
But since he cross’ d the rapid tide,
According to the doubtful story,
To woo-and -Lord knows what beside,
And swam for Love, as | for Glory;
5
‘Twere hard to say who fared the best:
Sad mortals! Thus the Gods still plague you!
He lost his labour, | my jest:
‘ For he was drown’ d, and I've the ague.
As you notice, the poem is very casy.
Let's read the footnotes in order to discover the meanir
"Sestos" and "Abydos". .

[ A Reference to the narrow strait between mm
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known as the Dardane! swim is a reference to an ancient

ek myth in which a young lover living on the ‘isian side of the
strait swam nightly to visit his beloved who was a priestess of the |

' goddess Venus, living on the European side. On a stormy night, the
young lover; Leander was drowned as he made his attempt.

 However, Byron swam the distance on May 3rd 1810. |
Strait means ( siaq) | | _

b.’,}’ij L}-ui'f U:!J[‘ L Cj" LS,‘JL'I'I LJJJJ).)“ L_d}‘l“""' ‘-.J_?} ;:l__?l <l ._J“}‘"
The poem is based on a classical allusion about two lovers. The
male lover wanted to swim to the other side to meel his beloved at
night. As he was swimming in December, he got drowned. Byron

decided to take this swim himself and he survived and so he wrote this
poem.

- Stanza number 1

e Ifin the month of dark December

Leander, who was nightly wont

(What maid will not the tale remember?)

To cross thy siream, broad Hellespont!

. Leander: the name of the mythical lover.
Wont: in the habit of.

- Maid: a young girl, a virgin girl.
Tale: story.

The story took place in the month of December and it was dark.

It was a regular kind of rendezvous between the two lovers. They
ssed to meet at night. The lover used 1o cross the stream to the other
side and meet his beloved.

The name of the beloved was Hero and the name of the male lover
was Leander.

e (What maid will not the tale remember?)

Who will not remember the story of Leander and Hero? It was a
very lamous story.

+ To cross thy stream, broad Hellespont!

The stream refers to the water and the strait of Dardanelles,

Hellesp@nt the ancient name of Dardanclles.

_'v,imanyﬁﬁi*sziﬂ Last AYDI 2022/ T1



oit of crossing the stream and Hellespont was

ave apostrophe i this line
n the speaker addresses someone or comething
e respn el back _.J

' | ] L]
nlext, the poet is speaking to the river. Let's move to the

Stanga number 2
* ITwhen the wintry tempest roared
lempest; storm.
Roar: the sound of the lion and the storm.
(U was winter and it was a very stormy night. This is a very
powertul storm,

Roar is onomatopoeia.

* He sped to Hero, nothing loth,
 Sped: the past form of speed.
Loth: loath, unwilling,

He went very quickly to meet his beloved at night in December. e
was not loth; he was willing and happy to do this

* And thus of old thy current pour'd,
Fair Venus! How | pity both!

Fair: beautiful

Venus: the goddess ofbeauty and love in Roman mythology.

On one level, current means the stream of water. On the other level,
the current here is the current of love,
He's speaking

to Venus saying: your stream of water was the
ol love betwee

n the two lovers who had to cross 1o {
order to meet each other.

stream
he other side in

Student: what's the meaning of pour'd?
Professor: it means poured. Actuall

. ¥, when the poet omits a letter,
he does so in order 1o we

aken the pronunciation and omit a syllable.

¢ Fair Yenus! How | pity both!
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Hero and Leandes

'.'!-‘.j"l\’.t"h'l\,-" .y ;
e ¢rs because of theis difficulties:
ueht and there w ere risks 5, “Il‘:y h

1 ]1(,‘\, B ad 1o
WINLries i b ht‘pill

ated in two

Stanza number 3

1 Wi fivgr s g
or me, degenerate modem wreteh
; ]

ough in the genial month of May
vy deipping limbs | Faintly stretch,
vnd think I've done a feat to-day.,

YL ATy
Y ulind

to the other side to s¢e He
 he wrote the poem (Laughs).
why did he swim? Why d TON Cross strait’ '
vd W y did }.;,:' ron cross the strait? Why did he take
¢ trouble 1o cross the stream of water?

ro, Of course Hero is not there

He wanted to show off and to tell us it was
failed actually. Let's explain this stanza,
» For me, degenerate modem wretch,
Degenerate: morally bad, immoral,
Wretch: a miserable person,

a very easy swim, He

Hle knows that he is immoral. He is admitting that he is immoral

nd miserable. He's describing himself as miserable because he had a
{isability; he had a deformed foot. In spite of his deformed foot, he is
Jowing off and he is reminding us of his physical disability. Despite
his physical disability, he swam to the other side.
o Though in the genial month of May
Ciental: warm
e took the swim in the warm month of May; in spring, unlike
cander who took the swim in December; in winter.
Bvron took the swim and succeeded; he crossed the strait very
casily and successfully.
s My dripping limbs I faintly stretch,
Dripping (slall Jaiv), He's extremely wet.
Limbs: refers to his body. : BT T
Notice how satirical he's being about the whole issue. This swim

e —— e T L
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E i Al E T = :l
. ciching for him. | aintly streich means S"gh‘.h.'-;_—
“.Il“‘ illqi IILF-\-\ \Eil-lLll . ) ¥ a =1 '.:‘.'.‘ll}—tlli- i
WII'L'fL"}Iirig. This swim didn't need mucl :
ey g -day. S
e And think I've done a feat to-da’ i

- achievement, _
s ylishment, ac hie :
Pl aampl vement by crossing the stre

L

: S + an achie
I think to myself I've done an :

of waler.

- Stanza number 4 :
o But since he cross' d the rapid tide,
He refers to Leander.
Rapid: very fast.
.. Tide: refers to the water.,
e According to the doubtful story, '
Byron described the story as doubtful because it is a myth.
e To woo-and -Lord knows what beside,
Woo: to try to gain the love of someone, especiall
view fo marriage. e
Leander swam across the stream because he wanted @u
beloved. This relationship between Leander and Hero is a w
one. /
Why is Byron doubtful about their story? |
Byron says that Leander swam across the stream to woo F
Lord knows what beside. Maybe there were other fact

story which we know nothing about, Otherwise, he wou
tisk to cross the stream in December. 2

Was it just a love story or were thete other things

actually know., '

~ Why would they meet a night? Why couldn't they

live happily? That's why Byron is doubting the stmy;: '
¢ And swam for Love, a5 | for Glory; e
Leander swam out of Joye o meet his beloved ¢

But I, Lord Byron, did it for gl o gt A Sy
’ ity gk)]‘ Al dld it to she
about my skills in sports. : b -Sh

Student: Byron didn'; believe in God, figiht?f: “dg

o



rrofessor: maybe, we're not sure about that
Student: | think Leander Joy :
DIUGERE ed Hero but she didn .

('s why he was so upset, AL nte Ship! love him back,
Professor: no, that's not correct, Actually, Hero used to wait fi
L.eander on the other side. She ysed to have a lantern and wait fi ; h'ur
at night. She held a lantern to show ol

- : him the wa | ;
it. She loved him of course. Y but he couldn't Bk -

Student: why did Byron say "Lord knows what beside "?
Professor: | think Byron s projecting his own issues on th
lovers. He is doubting love and the power of love. . ese

Having looked at the lifestyle that he lived, Byron didn't believe in
this kind of serious commitment. Why would any man -in Byron's
mind- take such a journey and risk his life at night in December?

From the perspective of Byron, there were so many women who
would wait for you on the same side of the river so why would you
risk your life crossing it to the other side at night? Byron himsell
wouldn't do it for a woman because he wasn't a faithful person. He

was not serious about love relationships; he was after sexual pleasures
Anlv
L”! |l\ -

- Stanza number 5 SR
e "I'were hard to say who fared the best:
Fared: performed.

[t was hard to say who performed the best, me or Leander. He's
saying this in a humorous way. He's making fun of Leander because
Leander died. Byron is being sarcastic; it's a kind of a joke.

o Sad mortals! Thus the Gods still plague you!

- Sad mortals; Leander and Hero, especially Leander who died
in the process.
- Plague you: curse you. yima
Plague as a noun means (U s=tall) but in this context it's used as a
verb. He's saying that Leander and Hero were cursed by the gods.
Maybe they were doing something wrong or immoral, and look who
us preaching! Lord Byron himself! fi
* Hielost his labour, T my jest:

S e



[e: Leander.

Jest: joke. ' =
and his achievement, I was not even i

Leander lost his performance his effort. 1 lost e -
is effort. 1 lost m . :
an achievement because he died. He lost b ¥ JOKe, = ol

|et’s see why he lost his joke:
Two s R q¥ o
o For he was drown' d, and I've the ague i o

Ague: fever, a shiver ing fit. __
[.eander lost his labour because he got drow ned; 1 lost my Joke

because | have got the fever. Out of that swimming that Lord Byron
performed twice (forth and backward), he got 4 shivering fit. Agalm

i
-

he's mocking Leander.

ll's a satire. It's a salirical poent.
3k

Figures of speech

v Alliteration => (dark, December) Line L.

v Alliteration => (he, hero) Stanza 2.

v Allusion=> fair Venus.

v ‘Scsmf; .md Abvdm |f.[‘er to Asia and []umpc This is a

and Sestos n.fu‘s tu the Abidn mdbi
* k%

Rhyme scheme:

If in the month of dark December (a)

Leander, who was nightly wont (b)

(What maid will not the tale remember?) (a)

To cross thy stream, broad Hellespont! (b)

[ think that Byron is not rcally fair or objective in his ef“
1he wlwfe story. Bymn swam in fspnng whereas Leander'

* kK

Meter: :
[f'in | the month [of dark [Decem|ber

I 2 3 4 => Mﬁmr &
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| can | der, who | was ni

! 7 _
As you see, theream_ T
(Aladillyin Arabic.
> We have mmek‘
= Jambic : unstre:
s Trochaic : stres

In order to de":
and call them: a poe




In some cases, there might even be two mieiers in one verse. For
example, the meter  jambic and suddenly it becomes spondaie in the i
same line. We call this metric substitution. .

Examples of spondaic: 1 scream, | shout, out out. When th@m
uses spondaic, there must be something important because ﬂi&’
spondaic is very strong.

ok %
Let's go back to Somg to_Althea from Prison by Ri
Lovelace. We will translate the first stanza. O
S 1To A!thea from Prison oy
When love with unconfined wings. : e
Hovers within my gates,
And my divine Althea brings '
To whisper at the grates;
When i lie tangled in her hair,
And fettered to her eye,
The gods that wanton in the air
Know no such liberty.
Student: why do we have metaphor in the first line?
Professor: he's comparing love to a bird.
Student: "And my divine Althea brings" there | IS anastr:
Professor: correct, it should be "and bri mgs my divine A
Unconfined: (ls j)
Hovers: (p.s2))
Gates: (U )
Divine: (¢ «g slans)
t Grales: ((lual)
: Tangled: (¢lidis)
! Feltered: (2i4)
+ Wanton: (el ey
' To A!thea from Prison

L Edn

When love with unconfined wmgs.-“ giae

e . 0
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Livine Althea brings
hisper al the grates:

Ll jallalt S%ay iy

LJL...:.;LJ.' als LIJ"' u.,..-c.é:d

LW 3 iLig) o
"Lr. l.t‘_l- L_‘,._.a.‘-uJ'._J .'__:,-! .._:;‘L_‘j) ,|I

l ‘L}L_u_;-“l;” .."‘,j L wnw t
wn I he tangled in her hair . :

nd tettered Lo ‘H'J CVE,

L.:.‘,'.in' e .L_'r“"‘:- a5 ket

Lalie (ipuliy

Ihe gods that wanton in the air

Know no such hberty.

'”"'"I = TR i gt E
slacdl 2. gghi AN Aghl (o |

F |
oda fia o By ¥ |

#* &k
NI3:
Dy Amani al-Eid corrected lines 5 and 6 of this poem. She replaced
e words “hair' and "eye" by one another. The stanza becomes as

mentioned above,
g

K

About the exam:
[here will be a question about the vocabularies.
i g g el pul 3paad oKia il (e Ly Sl Se -
Dauditaa e Liage
il gealaall SO Lghan S0 Liad it Jadh b A il A gllad dlad) -

There will be questions about poets’ lives.

i - = T A
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[ s L allaadl dydy ;Ujl Cilagladll
LD el )

The questions are all MCQ quesfions. (multiple choice

questions). _

| about 45 to 50 questions.

I will try to make the exam 1
- There will be a whole question about the figures of speech.
You will be asked about the meters. | A
I 5 ySall g Aeadl e bl Gaasie o

R = 11 a i
e Ao _.':.1.Iu A gl

T i3 : - - PRIt L T O Gl Al
Written after Swimming from Sestos to Olse Jasd Pxt “Jh-ﬂtj i
¢ e Lal Leddls alls Sall | als <] .ord Byron JLLJ.HAhydoﬁ

Written afier Swimming from Sestos to ) 33 O iy o S
narrative ) & (Nuiting) 33.ad o (satirical poem) s (satire) o (Abydos
. (poem
- Remember that George Herbert's Jordan is a poem about poetry.

% A %k

Thank You

Wish _x01!5_1' the best

ﬁ Page: duliall Cilosall saflell duugo

; "(_'.\rr_L_?_-lrpli daz;ill l&uu'j c‘;:g_'uir_‘_“ i.v:+luj“ - Sadlell aiigss
IIH _.-j.l T—— —— = . - ) B _-‘__. o
5 > ¥l 388 -3510 rSuilall 3aC, o2

011 2119889 feaila o3

) 0941 322227 :lusly + Jlygi o8
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