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Translation:

Every Bitcoin payment 'uses a swimming pool of water’

Every Bitcoin transaction uses, on average, enough water to fill "a
back yard swimming pool”, a new study suggests.

That's around six million times more than is used in a typical credit card
swipe, Alex de Vries of Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, calculates.

The figure is due to the water used to power and cool the millions of
computers worldwide Bitcoin relies on.

It comes as many regions struggle with fresh water shortages.

Up to three billion people worldwide already experience water shortages,
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a situation which is expected to worsen in the coming decades, the study
notes.

"This is happening in Central Asia, but it's also happening in the US,
especially around California. And that's only going to get worse as climate
change gets worse," Mr de Vries told the BBC.

In total, bitcoin consumed nearly 1,600 billion litres - also known as
gigalitres (GL) - of water in 2021, the study, published in the journal Cell
Reports Sustainability, suggests.

It says the 2023 figure could be more than 2,200 GL.
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Text 3:

Grieving Gazans return to streets as war falls silent

Men, women and children search for necessities and say goodbye to lost
loved ones as temporary truce begins.

As the clock struck 7am on Friday and the echoes of battle fell silent,
exhausted and grieving residents of the ravaged Gaza Strip returned to the
streets seeking a brief moment of normality.

The four-day truce between Hamas and Israel in Gaza had just begun,
with the agreement set to allow the release of dozens of Israeli hostages
held by the militant group. Some Palestinians detained in Israel are also to
be freed under the deal.

Men, women and children walked past scenes of destruction, hoping to
find necessities or reach homes they were forced to flee amid the Israeli
bombardment that has killed more than 14,500 in the besieged Palestinian
enclave.

Reem Najah, 45, returned to find her family's home destroyed in the
bombing. She began looking through the rubble and rubbish for food and
clothes.

"We were happy to see the truce, but we found out today that our home
was destroyed. | have young kids, but we couldn’t find anything in our
home. They destroyed us," she told The National.

Ms Najah is one of 1.7 million Palestinians who were forced from their
homes and are now sheltering in schools, tents and hospitals.

Others had different to-do lists after the temporary truce began. Some
sought out surviving relatives or held proper burials for those killed by
Israeli strikes. Some were buried in mass graves in gardens and farmlands,
or are still in body bags at hospital doors.

But for many, this was also an opportunity to have a walk without
worrying about a strike, or to simply have a haircut.

Residents in the southern Gaza Strip told The National they were trying to
secure necessities, including food, clothing or firewood, because of the lack
of cooking gas and electricity.

"Of course, many will console each other,” one resident said.

“In general, the truce provides a breather for the people, even if it is
temporary. The truce gives people hope that the war will begin to end."
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The pause in fighting is to allow the release of some Israeli hostages in
exchange for Palestinians detained in lIsraeli jails. Additional aid has also
entered Gaza, which has been gripped by a humanitarian crisis since the
Israeli bombardment began.

Ahmad Al Najjar, 15, said the temporary truce allowed him to grieve
those killed in the war.

"I thought about all my relatives who have been killed and how we will
live after the fighting stops," he said.

"I saw damage everywhere. | saw dead sheep on the roads and people
cleaning the streets from the blood and destruction.”

After launching a ground incursion this month, the Israeli military said it
divided Gaza in two.

“Today, there is north Gaza and south Gaza,” an Israeli army
representative said.

The goal was to fight Hamas militants in the north after ordering civilians
to flee south. Many of those displaced by the fighting fear they may not be
able to return to their homes in the north, even if the pause holds.

Fawzia Abdul Rahman, an elderly woman with 10 children, was crushed to
see the damage the war had done to her home.

“I'm sitting in the street. If we die, it will be better for us than living this
life," she told The National.

Not every Gazan went to count the cost of the violence. Gassem Issam
was focused on finding food.

"I have brought some fruits and snacks for my children. | also went back
home to get clothes and blankets,” he said after returning to the school
where his family are sheltering.

"We've been targeted by fire and people were killed. There is no truce. If
you go near them ([Israeli soldiers], they will shoot at you. There is no truce."

*k*
Text 4:
Marwan Khoury harnesses love for Arabic to power his greatest
songs

Lebanese musician credits the language's inspirational and mystical
qualities for striking a chord with listeners
Musicians have a role in preserving the Arabic language, insists
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celebrated Lebanese singer and composer Marwan Khoury.

“There is nothing wrong with writing songs purely for entertainment,”" he
tells The National. "Music, in all its forms, needs to have that element of fun
and make people smile.

"But we also have to understand that we have a beautiful language
unique in its aesthetics and diversity and we should harness some of those
values in delivering a message that strikes a chord with the listeners."

Khoury's comments come ahead of his show at Arabian Days on Monday.

Running from Friday to Monday, the free festival at Abu Dhabi’'s Manarat
Al Saadiyat will celebrate the diversity of the language with a daily
programme of concerts, film screenings, art exhibitions and literary
discussions.

Organised by the Abu Dhabi Arabic Language Centre, the event is catered
to all nationalities with all sessions and films simultaneously translated into
English.

In addition to the closing concert, which coincides with World Arabic
Language Day, Khoury will also take part in a session reflecting on his
successful 35-year career.

It started with a love for Arabic as a child, he recalls.

Born to a family of five in Zgharta, a city in northern Lebanon, Khoury
remembers a childhood replete with books and parents impressing on their
children the importance of Arabic in a country where French and English are
frequently spoken.

"It wasn't because they necessarily felt a certain way about these
languages but they believed the Arabic culture, with its words and
traditions, is the most important inheritance they could leave behind," he
says.

"They knew that to succeed you first need to communicate effectively
with your surroundings. And with the Arab world being a big place, the
language is a unifier. So if you can't communicate it, then you will be at a
severe disadvantage immediately.”

After dabbling with academia and poetry, Khoury decided he could best
express himself through music.
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Text 1

The Brighter Side of Procrastination

We always have our tomorrows when it comes down to getting our
works done. And before you know it the tomorrow has turned into the
last minute of the deadline of the project that we have to present.
Whether some may like to admit it or not, procrastination is a big
weakness when it comes to work with many. Despite the type of work
which is given, let it be at home, or at the office, you may always think
that you have more time to do it until the very last hour.
Procrastination can be a good thing and a bad thin, as there are many
who purposefully put off their work till the last minute because they
feel that they work better under pressure more, than with so much
time. When an individual tends to have much time on their hands even
after getting the work done, though the project or presentation might
be perfect, they may think it’'s just not “good enough.” This will make
them alter the project or presentation even further, which may actually
cause it to lose the perfection in some cases.
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Text 2

What does China want to do on the Moon's far side?

What will China's Chang'e-4 mission learn about the far side of the
Moon? Here are a few things the mission is designed to do.

Learn about the Moon's history

No space mission has ever explored the far side from the surface. As
such, it's the first chance to explore a mysterious region of Earth's
natural satellite.

The "face" that's never seen from Earth has some key differences to
the more familiar "near side"”. The far side has a thicker, older crust
that is pocked with more craters. There are also very few of the "maria”
(dark basaltic "seas"” created by lava flows) that are evident on the near
side.

Chang'e-4 has reportedly landed at a site known as Von Karman
crater, a 180km depression located in the far side's southern
hemisphere. But Von Karman lies within a much bigger hole punched
in the Moon - the South Pole-Aitken basin.

It's the oldest, largest and deepest such basin on the Moon and
formed when an asteroid - perhaps 500km across, or more - collided
with it billions of years ago.

This event was so powerful that it is thought to have ploughed
through the Moon's outer crust layer and through into the zone known
as the mantle.

One of the mission's objectives is to study any exposed material
from the mantle present at the landing site. This would provide
insights into the internal structure and history of the Moon.

Indeed, data from orbiting spacecraft show that the composition of
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https://www.hou.usra.edu/meetings/lpsc2018/pdf/1955.pdf

the basin is different from the surrounding lunar highlands. But
exposed mantle material on the surface is just one possibility among
several to explain this observation.

The rover will use its panoramic camera to identify interesting
locations and its Visible and Near-Infrared Imaging Spectrometer
(VNIS) to study minerals in the floor of the crater (as well as of ejecta -
rocks thrown out by nearby space impacts).

Additionally, the Lunar Penetrating Radar (LPR) instrument will be
able to look into the shallow subsurface of the Moon, down to a depth
of about 100m. It could probe the thickness of the lunar regolith - the
broken up rocks and dust that make up the surface - and shed light on
the structure of the upper lunar crust.
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Text 3

What is anxiety?

It is almost impossible to live without anxiety or fear. It is
widespread. We feel anxious regularly, although for each of us
different events, situations or relationships will make us feel anxious.
Lots of things make us anxious or fearful, from everyday events such as
crossing the road or meeting new people to bigger decisions such as
which school our children should go to or whether or not we should
visit the doctor because we develop a pain. Anxiety affects everybody
at times.

Anxiety and fear

There is a subtle difference between anxiety and fear. Fear is the
feeling that you have when you see or experience something that
frightens you. Anxiety can be regarded as a type of fear that you
experience when you are thinking or worrying about something rather
than actually experiencing it. | may fear for my life if a car speeds
towards me when | am in the middle of the road but if | am sitting in
my house, thinking about and becoming concerned about safety on the
roads, | could be described as being anxious about it. Anxiety and fear
lead to similar feelings in the body.

Fear is an important defence mechanism that has always been with
us. People who do not feel fear can be dangerous to themselves and it
can be dangerous to be with them.
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Text 4

How big is the Great Pacific Garbage Patch?

No one really knows. Some scientists say it is about 270,000 square
miles (700.000 square kilometers). Other reports say it may be up to 20
times larger—twice the size of the continental United States.
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Text 5

Is there a Recipe for Happiness?

What makes us happy? Money? Friends? A good job? Are the answers
the same for everyone? According to world surveys, Mexico and
Singapore are two happy countries — but their people may be happy for
different reasons.

Safety and Security

There are more than 19.000 people per square mile in the small
nation of Singapore. People on the island work an average of 70 hours
per week. The country has strict laws, for example, against littering,
graffiti, and even for not flushing a toilet. But according to the World
Database of Happiness, Singapore is the happiest country in Asia. Why?
One reason for Singapore’'s happiness is that the government provides
the basic necessities, such as jobs and housing. There is almost no
poverty, and Singapore has one of the lowest levels of unemployment
in the world. The government creates jobs for people who are
unemployed. It “tops up” poorer people's income so everyone can
have a minimum standard of living. The government also offers tax
breaks to people who look after their aging parents. This may be why
84 percent of older people live with their children. The result is a lot of
closely connected families with roughly equal standards of living.
People may not all be happy about the laws, but they are generally
happy with the results - they don't step in litter, the public toilets work,
and the streets are safe and clean. So for Singaporeans, it seems that
living in a secure, clean, and safe place may be more important than
having a lot of personal freedom. As Dr. Tan Ern Ser of Singapore's
Institute of Policy Studies explains, "If you are hopeful and confident
of getting what you want in life, then you are happy."
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Text 6

Russia-Ukraine crisis clouds G20 summit in Buenos Aires

World leaders are gathering in Argentina for their annual G20
summit amid new tension with Russia over Ukraine and a US trade row
with China.

US President Donald Trump has cancelled a meeting with his Russian
counterpart, Vladimir Putin, in protest at Russia's seizure of Ukrainian
naval boats.

Hopes of progress over tariffs in Mr Trump's expected talks with
Chinese leader Xi Jinping have been dampened.

The trade war between the two economic giants may possibly even
escalate.

The summit is also a diplomatic test for Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman amid continuing questions about the Saudi
state's possible involvement in the murder last month of journalist
Jamal Khashoggi in Turkey.
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Text 7

The Ape in the Office

Does the “office jungle” mirror behavior in the real jungle? New
research suggests business leaders and corporate employees may use
conflict and cooperation in ways similar to their primate relatives.

In his book The Ape in the Corner Office :Understanding the

Workplace Beast in All of Us, science writer Richard Conniff examines
corporate behavior through the eyes of a primatologist.1 Conniff, a
specialist in animal behavior, suggests that the ways in which humans
manage conflict and cooperation are key to their successes or
failures—just like primates. He sees similarities in the ways humans and
primates use social networks and hierarchies to assert and gain status
in their respective groups. He also points out that while conflict can be
effective at times, both humans and apes generally prefer to cooperate
with each other.
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Text 8

What is the row over Jeremy Corbyn and antisemitism about?

Jewish community leaders have held a demonstration outside
Parliament in protest at antisemitism in the Labour Party and Jeremy
Corbyn’s response to it.

They accused Mr. Corbyn of “doing nothing to understand or
address” anti-Jewish sentiment in the party and said: “Again and again,
Jeremy Corbyn has sided with antisemites rather than Jews.”

Mr. Corbyn has admitted there are “pockets” of antisemitism in
Labour but said he was fully committed to eradicating it. He
apologised for the “pain and hurt” caused to Jewish people.

When did the row over Jeremy Corbyn and antisemitism begin, and
how did it develop?

During the 2015 leadership contest in which he was elected as
Labour leader, concerns were raised about Mr Corbyn’s links to a
number of known antisemites and, in particular, his previous reference
to militant groups Hezbollah and Hamas as his “friends”.
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Text 9

UNODC (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crimes)
Human Trafficking
Trafficking in persons is a serious crime and a grave violation of
human rights. Every year, thousands of men, women and children fall
into the hands of traffickers, in their own countries and abroad. Almost
every country in the world is affected by trafficking, whether as a
country of origin, transit or destination for victims. UNODC, as
guardian of the United Nations Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime (UNTOC) and the Protocols thereto, assists States in
their efforts to implement the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and
Punish Trafficking in Persons (Trafficking in Persons Protocol).
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In his last book " Reading Memory " Alberto Manguil demonstrates
as usual the lists of books included in his library which he has establish
in the French countryside, We can explore in these lists thousands of
crime novels. On the contrary, we can notice a complete absence of the
authors on the best seller list. Manguil also brides in keeping hundreds
of bad books which he may refer back to when he wants to cite / give
an example /a book that he considers an example in badness.

The lists of Manguil, who was once described by The Guardian as the
Master of libraries, raise the question of how to select a book, or to be
more accurate what to read? The detective stories are the stories-
which the poet Fernando Biasso gave them a great attention/ he highly

approached them, and Taha Husain once said that he daily read Agatha
Christy works daily before he went to slept- couldn’t move from the
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margins to the basic texts till now in Arabic culture, literature still gives
other topics the priority, and we still consider detective stories as

works for the young and adolescence.
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Soon... A unified African passport gives free moving across the
continent.

It seems that the idea of a unified passport for all Africans is about
to be achieved faster than many would imagine, according to Moussa
Fakih Mohamed the head of the African Union Commission.

Sky News Arabic website quoted Faqgih Mohammed as saying in a
New Year's message, "The 32nd Ordinary Session of the African Union
Conference will witness presenting some details about this passport,

which he described as the"” long-awaited dream, "
He added, "During the conference to be held next February in the
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Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa, details will be presented on the design,
production and issuance of the African passport.”

He declared that the step will make the "long-awaited dream” a
closer to be done, for "full freedom of moving across the African
continent”.

The unified Passport aims at facilitating the moving of Africans
among African countries, as well as motivating economic growth and
promoting commercial exchanges.

This development follows the announcement by the African Union of
a "unified air market" initiative aimed at creating a common market
for goods and services.
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The most famous one is Vezove volcano In Italy
" Volcano tourism" attracts reckless adventurers.

People go to the farthest limit to approach an active volcano
resulting in dire consequences for some.
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"Emmy Donovan", a geography scholar in Cambridge University, and
an author of a paper about "volcanic tourism”, said to CNN channel
that: "Volcanoes are one of the nature's forces which is indeed out of
human control. We can do nothing towards volcanoes eruptions except
keeping away from them.

Donovan's new report, which was published by the Royal
Geographical Society last week, warns of the dangers of "Volcanic
tourism”. The masses of " Volcano crazy" persons races worldwide to
approach as close as possible the powerful eruptions.

Moreover, Tourists who don’t understand the fluctuated nature of
surges are putting emergency services at risk if they need to be
rescued. Donovan pointed specifically to the increase of tourism flow

to Iceland during the eruption of active volcanoes.
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Macedonia parliament approves changing country’s name

Macedonian parliamentarians / Macedonian parliament members
approved on Friday changing / to change their country’s name to "the

Republic of North Macedonia” in a historic vote with a majority of two-
thirds that will pave the way / that is paving the way to put an end to
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the dispute with Greece who's prime minister quickly congratulated his
counterpart with the result has been accomplished / with the achieved
(accomplished) result.

The ball is now in Greece court because the name will not change
unless Greek parliamentarians / Greek members of parliament approve
the agreement that / which both prime ministers of the two countries
Zoran Zaev and Alexis Tsipras signed last summer.

Greece has promised in return to withdraw the objection against
Macedonia, whose population is 2.1 million, joining the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) and the European Union (EU)
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MILLIONS IN RALLIES IN RUSSIA AND CUBA
CLASHES IN FRANCE AND ARRESTS IN TURKEY AND IRAN.
THE WORLD CELEBRATES 1 MAY AND THE PALESTINIANS APPEAL
THE HUMAN CONSCIENCE
Peoples from all over the world celebrated the annual Labor Day
which is on 1 May of every year, where the marches moved along the

capitals and major cities on the five continents and there were clashes
and acts of violence with the police in some areas, whereas there were
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arrests in some other arias.

The slogans of the participant in the marches were unified
sometimes and they were different in some others depending on the
political trends/ parties / currents which stand behind the marches in
each country alone.

The Palestinians workers as other people in the world participated
the May celebrations with demonstrations demanding to end to the
Israeli siege on Gaza Strip lasting for 11 year and enacting

governmental programs to provide jobs opportunities for them.
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Thank You

Wish you all the best
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