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. -~ drama and the .
1o wrote both the ' poetry. Initially. hi
.r::ﬁved poorly by the public. ¥> his drama was
He gainﬂd respect from notable literary figures because her A
. » WE are

 ine  aboul the Victorian era. So, it's somethi
-l?gn:ﬁticism. He gained rl.:s‘pcct 1"1‘01'? notable litcrar;l:-:g;%esal?;r jthc
-Fbﬁmfv Thomas Carlyle = 1 h({m as Carlyle is a French histuriane S
'as depended upon by Charles Dickens — Alfred Tenn whose
very well-known Victorian poet as well as John Forster, YSON is a
! we started with the Victorian. Robert Browning lived duting

(he Viu.:tﬂrian era, It’s in the 19" century.
with publicaiinn of Dramatis Persona in 1861, he achieved
cominence: What is Dramatis Persona? It is the Latin word for drama
paracters. If you ever get your hands on a play or something, you
wpuld notice within the ﬁ_rst few pages that they would enlist Dramatis
Persona- They would enlist ~th:a names of the characters. So, Dramatis
persona means the names of the characters. He gained fame because of
pis book. .
His experience 1D drama contributed to his mastering of the dramatic
gonologue. NOW: what is a dramatic monologue?
student: When you are talking to someone, but he doesn't respond.
Professor: This is the monologue. What about the dramatic

monologue? pim

B | Dramatc Monologue 1s a device In poetry very similar to soliloquy ™

drama. The speaker caught at a momenl of great emotional intensity

asually expresses her/his innennost feclings regarding an event oF

8 |sccurrence. Robert Browning’s “My Last Duchess” is probably the most

Emous example of a dramatic monologue in Eng ish Literature.
pleolaatesy - e

Why do we say dramatic monologue? Because usually, such
monologues are used in drama. However, he was s0 interested that he

mixed both poetry and drama, It is some sort of a combination of a

\j mixture of both. This is what is so good about Browning. He is very

| skiliful. His background at writing drama of at writing plays helped
fim in doing so. What is a dramatic monologue? It is a device 1n

poetry very similar to soliloquy. What is a soliloquy?
Student: The inner conversation.
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about a histuﬁcu‘l event.

f gtudent: So. he's talking
professor: A parallel to his own age =

He frequently selected subject matict from obscure historical scenes
. in which he sound parallels tO his own age. a}ld thIcTugh them
dismlssed such issues as the nature of good and evil, the right use of
wer, the purposc of art, and the role of faith 1
a5 you know. the Victorian €ra .« the edge of the mo
yery important. Now. this is an example of things that you would focus
on when it comes 10 the biography of the poet. The Victorian era is an
ora in this form. but ¢ {aid the ground for the modern era. So. this is
yery important.
Through them
the right use of power,
modern art, buf without m

them.

Student: What do you mean by
| Professor: It means not to manipulate
do not exploit the power you have.
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discussed such 1ssues @3 the nature of good and evil,
f art, and the role of faith in

the purpose O
aking overt moral pronouncements about

the right use of power”?
power. The writer is saying



















T | 4% WAVAVL.
g\ e ’ m

| ork of art: he is taking away her individuality. He ‘ ¢
look upon and to possess. S making her ap

grudent: { don't understand.

or: the duke was married and as we d

';:;f e Killed. Before she is killed, he o

iy inting is now on the wall.
he immediately stated his aftitude. He is ve 3 /

S0 ing. He is addressing the work of ar,not the indrvidual hersely, |y
The phrase. as if she were alive, is very _lrcmic because she is dead e‘t /
he controls her more in death than in life. So, even in her death: fhe
Duke controls her and controls the way even people would look at her .
He is the one vf'hm opens the curtain for people to look or to gaze 3-1
her. S0, even i her dea.th, = i;ontmls her. So, Fra Pandolf is a
ﬁcﬁﬂﬂal character or imaginary painter.

The Duke implies that only an artist of high status was worthy of
ainting his wife. It’s something very pretentious, only high status can
aint or draw. I can only bring artists who are really famous like Fra
pandolf who is fictional for us. We relied on historical events and the
story is a bit accurate, but we can distinguish between fictional and
sctual historical events. That's the purpose. The Duke implies that only
an artist of high status was worthy of painting his wife.

The phrase, © Worked busily a day™ suggests haste. Haste means a
fast pace, indicating that the Duke wanted to immortalize her beauty

quickly, perhaps anticipating her ultimate demise. So, he asked the
painter fo draw her quickly.
The mention of the curtain which he alone draws back — he is the one
| who controls the movement of the curtain — symbolizes absolute
»H control over who sees the Duchess, reflecting his deeper desire to
control her even in her death. I allow you to look at her, but it's
according to my desire.
Will’t please you sit and look at her?
. It sounds like an invitation. If I told you, “Will you please attend my
lecture?” Tt sounds like an invitation. Will it please you? It means
;ﬂuld 5;{011 like t0? But he is obliging the messenger o sit and admire
€ Work,
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painted a painting. The
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out symbolism- We have Neptune who /
ahor'se represents fragility anfi [].33 weak |
we have the portrait itself. Tt s

Professor: Okay.
So, we were talking ab
presents control, and the 5€
. an

personality of the Duchess, :

symbolizes the duke's desire for controt: /

' «wmbol a3 well? ”~
Student: Can Pandolf be a Sy

Professor: A symbol of what?

monk or saint.

Student: We said the word can be @

Professor: No, he's not 8 Y mbol. ‘

The statuc of Neptune and the (2128 of scahorses

‘Notice Neptune, though, ‘\

Taming a sea-horsc L okl ___________________J
— vmbolizes male dominance OVer 2 weaker

g, it's very symbolic.

Tt's an artwork that sym
r control. His wife

figure, paralleling his treatment Dy 35
The portrait itself symbolizes the duke's desire fo

is now an object unable to defy or displease him.
There's also the curtain. The duke controls who S€€s the painting

just as he wanted to control his wife. It's also symbolic. The curtain
is like the glasses that he puts. It's about the way he would interpret
the wife’s behavior, and also control who can see the wife. So, if's a
male authority. Its 2 representative of male authority, the

hierarchical system, and so on and so forth.

to his wile.

The poem highlights the power and control of the Duke and his
jealousy and mbjactmn of his wife. There are a lot of implications
whm it comes to ﬂl}:lway he treated her. We have something about
g_:sqci:ia‘n;‘:l gender critique. We're talking about the patriarchal system
in the Victorian era and the Renaissance be it istori

- _ : cause it's a historical
event that happened in the Renaissance, 16™ century Tidg

So, that's all. I'm very glad that [ have taught you.
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