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Transitional Justice: A Comprehensive

Overview
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What do you think is the main idea the transitional justice is

addressing specifically in the text?
Student: It's addressing the victims' suffering and how we can

repair such human rights violations.
Instructor: also, we have the victims in jail, who had been

executed and who suffered from abusing. So, the main idea about
transitional justice is addressing victims' suffering and how we can
deal with that and to prohibit the community or the society from
getting into the cycle of violence.

Student: in modern society, the government tries to rebuild the
human rights.

Instructor: and to avoid any misuse of the new power or the new
Comrades, we have telling-truth committees as well. So, victims and
abusers talk about what had happened and how the community can
deal with such abuse. So, the main idea here is about these specific
changes.

Let's read the text and then we'll continue.
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Paragraph 1:
[ Introduction
Transitional justice refers to the set of judicial and non-judicial
measures implemented in post-conflict societies to address
legacies of human rights abuses, promote accountability, and
foster societal reconciliation. The concept emerged in the late
20" century, primarily in response to the atrocities committeqd
during periods of authoritarian rule, civil war, or genocide. As
societies grapple with the aftermath of conflict, the mechanisms
of transitional justice seek to provide a frame work for

understanding and confronting the past while paving the way for
a more just and equitable future.
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" This essay explores the various components of transitional
justice,

including truth commissions, trials, reparations,
institutional reforms, and memorialization. It also examines
the challenges and criticisms faced by transitional justice
processes and highlights case studies from different regions to
illustrate its complexities and effects.
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Paragraph 2:

Histerical Context

The term "transitional justice" gained prominence in the 199
during a wave of democratization in Latin America and the
subsequent international focus on human rights violations,
Notable examples include the Truth and Reconciliatiop
Commission (TRC) in South Africa, established after the end of
apartheid, and the trials of former military leaders in Argenting
for crimes against humanity. The increasing acknowledgment of
human rights as a fundamental aspect of international law hag
further solidified the importance of transitional justice in
addressing historical injustices.
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What does (TRC) stands for?

Student: “Truth and Reconciliation Commission”

Instructor: where was (TRC) established?

Student: in South Africa

Instructor: what was the problem in South Africa?

Student: the apartheid

Instructor: and what was the problem in Argentina?

Student: the military dictatorship )
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Paragraph 3:

Components of Transitional Justice
1. Truth Commissions:
Truth commissions are non-judicial bodies established to
\investigate and report on past human rights violations. They aim
'to uncover the truth about the extent of abuses, identify
perpetrators, and provide a platform for victims to share their
experiences. The TRC in South Africa is a prominent example,
where testimonies from victims and perpetrators were gathered
' to foster understanding and promote national healing.
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Tﬁuh commissions often produce comprechensive reports that
document findings, recommend reparations, and suggest
measures to prevent future violations. While they do not have
the power to prosecute, their findings can contribute to a culture
of accountability and recognition of victims' suffering.
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Are these commissions judicial or non-judicial body?
Student: non-judicial body
Instructor: what is the difference between a judicial body and a
non-judicial body?
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Are these commissions judicial or non-judicial body?
Student: non-judicial body
Instructor: what do we call the final findings of these
commissions?
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Student: we call them recommendations.
Instructor: what is the contribution of these recommendations?
Student: the culture of accountability
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2. Criminal Trials: 4—’
Prosecutions of individuals responsible for human rights
abuses are a crucial aspect of transitional justice. These trials
can take place at the national or international level. The
International Criminal Court (ICC), established in 2002,
represents a significant development in holding individuals
accountable for war crimes, genocide, and crimes against
humanity.
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What is its statute?
It is called Rome Statute. In fact, it was established in 1998 and it
entered into force in 2002. Where is it located?
Student: In Hague.
Instructor: remember this information very well.
Similar to the United Nations Charter or Charter of the United
Nations, here, it is called “Rome Statute”.
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National courts may also prosecute perpetrators under
domestic laws. For instance, the trials of former leaders in the
Balkans following the Yugoslav Wars demonstrated the
importance of holding accountable those who commit grave
offenses. However, challenges such as political interference, lack
of resources, and the potential for victor’s justice can hinder the
effectiveness of such trials.
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3. Reparatiom: Reparations are measures taken to compensate
victims of human rights violations for their suffering. These can
include financial compensation, restitution of property, access to
services, and public acknowledgment of wrong doing. Reparationg
aim to restore dignity to victims and address the material ang
moral harm caused by abuses.
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The implementation of reparations can be complex, often
requiring significant resources and political will. The case of the
reparations program in Argentina for victims of the military
dictatorship show cases both the potential and challenges of
reparative justice.
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" 4. Institutional Reforms: ]
Transitional justice also encompasses reforms aimed at
ensuring that state institutions respect human rights and are
accountable to the public. This may involve restructuring
security forces, reforming the judiciary, and establishing
mechanisms to prevent future abuses. Institutional reforms are
essential to build public trust in state institutions and to ensure
that the cycle of violence does not repeat itself.
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For example, the reform of the police and military in post-|
apartheid South Africa aimed to create a more representative
and accountable security apparatus. Such reforms are critical
for fostering a culture of respect for human rights and the rule
of law.

.‘L!Laﬂ;_).agﬂhhﬁi uyaqﬁuﬁ@.!l_gihﬂ'lcﬂ.ualuls dh.a.“d.l.h.uui‘-
Jandg Adplucall lr-‘ymjm‘);ﬂ ,!,.ui JLQA sl U'“ f...l.!.g.l g il Juaill
(OGN B3l g L) (F g ol a) AU 5505 B iy Ll cladlay) ol

Uy i i B33 (s 3] o LA

ﬂ;ha.nl‘l‘.:._,_a:s_,)l.l_u_).lsll L;“" J‘-iAGL-—I.IYt—iJ.u_I I_I.Tua

5. Memorialization:

Memorialization involves the creation of monuments,
museums, and other forms of public remembrance to honor
victims and acknowledge the past. This component of
transitional justice seeks to ensure that the memories of victims
are preserved and that society reflects on the lessons learned
from past atrocities.
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What is the component of transitional justice?
Student: to ensure the memories of victims and that society
reflects on the lessons learned from past atrocities.
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In countries like Rwanda, memorials dedicated to the 1994]
genocide serve as powerful reminders of the impact of violence |
and the importance of reconciliation. Memorialization
contributes to collective memory and can play a vital role in
preventing future conflicts.
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What is the impact of memorials in Rwanda?

Student: memorialization contributes to collective memory and
can play a vital role in preventing future conflicts.
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