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GOOD MORNING!
The Evolution and Impact of Western Culture

in the 21st Century
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I think we have ideas about the cultures of other people; we can
learn about them on the internet, Facebook and all those platforms.
Thanks to that, you are able to spread information around for
audience who you don't really know, maybe out of the borders and
out of Syria.
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For example, the cuisine: now, every one of you cooks or eats the
food which is not exactly what their grandmothers used to prepare.
You know the Italian food, the Greek food, the African food and
sthers. And for sure, all of you have heard about globalization. What
jo you think about globalization?

Is it good or bad? And what are its effects on culture?

Can we say that we have a pure Syrian culture?

Student: No, it's mixed more or less with other people's culture.
Instructor: right, and for globalization, we see people who are
ery interested and feeling like they want the globalization, but on

1e other hand, we see challenges for globalization.
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Most of the nations try to preserve their own culture as we saw in
UNESCO and other topics. We also have other issue you hear about
like culture and identity. gender or sexuality. In other places, they
say it's not onlv male and female and that there are many other
varieties which we reject but it's there. And actually, they are facing
the challenge about those issues as well as transitional identities.
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I believe that you have some cousins who live somewhere outside
of Svria who feel like they are half-Syrian and half other nationality:
maybe German, French or other. So. those people feel like they have
many identities.

Most of the people inside the country feel like “I am Syrian”. but
for someone outside. they feel like “I am half-Syrian, half-
something”, especially if they are married to other nationalities or
people from other religions. Do you have this kind of relatives?

Student: of course.

Instructor: so, we can say that those main issues are the features
of the 21st century’s western culture. We start with the western
culture as of many other things and after that other countries follow.

And as we said before, we are trying to pick up the good things
from other cultures and we are trying to preserve our good
components of our culture. That's the feature of the wise people as
there is a proverb in Arabic that says:
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Now let’s start with the tezt:

Paragraph 1:
Introduction:

The 21st century marks a significant juncture in the evolution
|of Western culture, characterized by rapid technological
advancements, globalization, and shifting social dynamics. This
essay explores the multifaceted aspects of Western culture,
including its historical roots, the influence of technology, the role
of globalization, and the emergence of new cultural identities. By
'examining these elements, we can better understand the

' complexities of Western culture in this contemporary era.
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What did they mention in the introduction?
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Student: the development of western culture in the 2} st century
Instructor: ves. this is our main subject: How did it develop ang
its effects on the 21st century.
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Paragraph 2:

Historical Context: To comprehend the present state of
Western culture, it is essential to consider its historica]
foundations. Western culture, which encompasses the traditions,
beliefs, and practices of Europe and its descendants, has evolved
over centuries. The Renaissance, the descendants, and the
Industrial Revolution are pivotal epochs that shaped its
trajectory. The Renaissance sparked a renewed interest in art,
science, and philosophy, laying the groundwork for modern
thonght. The Enlightenment introduced concepts of
individualism, democracy, and rationality, while the Industrial
Revqlu!;ion transformed economies and societies.
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where did the industrial revolution happen?

Smdenl: In Britain
[nstructor: Where did the Renaissance happen?
student: In Italy
[nstructor: What is the other name of Britain?
Student: England/UK and United Kingdom.
[nstructor: What are the concepts that were introduced by the
Enlightenment?
student: The Enlightenment introduced concepts of individualism,
democracy, and rationality.
[nstructor: What are the things introduced by industrial
revolution?
Student: Economies and societies
Instructor: 1 want you to understand the text. not only to
memorize because in the exam, I may ask a reversed question like:
«What introduced economies and societies?”
«What introduced the concepts of individualism. democracy and
rationality?” y
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[ In the late 20th century, Western culture faced challenges with
'the rise of postmodernism, which questioned the grand
‘narratives and ideologies that had previously dominated. This
i' era of skepticism and relativism set the stage for the diverse and
fragmented cultural landscape of the 21st century.
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Postmodernism: 4l s La pae
Narratives; Sl
Skepticism: L cada
Relativism: &zl
Fragmented: | >4
What was the name of the Era before Postmodernism?
Student: Modernism
Instructor: Can anyone explain what narrative is?
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Mainstream narrative and mainstream media
What do “mainstream media” mean?
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Also, it always simplifies the issue and gives you a partial idea
about this narrative.
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mainstream narrative

Even now, every once in a while, a narrative comes to you and tells
you that this thing is good, even for gender, sexualityor identity. It
tells you that it doesn't have to be just girls and boys; there has to be
other genders.

There are children who have problems; they have confusing
feelings that they feel like they're in the wrong body and they don't
know what that is, and you for sure, have to say “yes” and “Ameen”
or otherwise, it’s going to go south.

So, this is the main stream media narrative.
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What about skepticism? What did they say in skepticism?
It's a well-known saying:
Relativism says that there’s nothing absolute or 100% right; it’s
because everything has several sides.
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_ Paragraph 3:
Technological

Transformation .
One of the most profound influences on Western culture in the

21st century has been technology. The digital rcvoluti.un has
transformed how people communicate, consume media, ang
interact with the world. The internet, social media, and mobile
technology have democratized information access and reshapeqd
cultural production and consumption.
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Consume: <Dl
Communicate: J«
Digital revolution: 4x8 1 3 5l
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What is the main reason that leads to the western culture in the 21
century?
Student: the digital revolution
Instructor: Let us reverse the question and say: “What is the main
result of the digital revolution?”
“The effect on the western culture in the 21* century”
What does “Democratized information” mean?
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Instructor: What did the technology do?
Student: It affected the production and the consumption.
Instructor: So, when you post an article on the internet, what do
we call this?
Student: Production.
Instructor: And when | read this article on the internet, what do
we call this?
Student: Consumption.
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1. Digital Communication:

The rise of social media platforms like Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram has revolutionized communication. These platforms
have created new forms of self-expression and community-
building, allowing individuals to share their lives and perspectives
with a global audience. However, this has also led to concerns
about privacy, misinformation, and the impact of online

interactions on mental health.
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. 2. Cultural Production: Technology has democratized culturm
| production, enabling anyone with an internet connection to
'create and share content. This has led to the rise of influencers,
' YouTube stars, and podcasters, who often challenge traditional
'media narratives. The ease of access to creative tools has fostered
'a diverse range of voices and perspectives, but it has also raised
questions about the quality and authenticity of content.
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Influencers: (35525

Do you know who influencers are?

Student: content creators

Instructor: yes. They are the people who affect other people in
several ways, whether in a positive or in a negative way.

For example, when an influencer says to the people: “I bought this
pen from this library,” we will see a punch of people going to that
library the next day and buying those pens.

Student: We can no longer deny the existence of these influencers
and their influence, and they have become worse and worse. They
have this negative impact on the new generation.

Instructor: because they have become without awareness and
without understanding. This brings us back to the idea that
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everything has a negative and a positive side. but the smart and the

wise influencer is the one who knows how to arrange things and use

their influence in a good way.

Now. we are not saying in the text that those influencers, YouTube
stars and Podcasters are bad influencers; it’s only mentioned that
they arc the ones who don't follow the same narrative as the
mainstream media, and they have their own narratives.
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We haven't reached the negative or positive side yet, and we
haven't talked about them at all. We haven't seen anything negative
or positive because actually, the fact that it’s really a negative or
positive thing depends on the person or the influencer himself.

We came back to the same idea: Because it's easy to access creative
tools, diverse range of voices has fostered.

For example, one person tells you that you have to put a solar
panel, one person tells you that you have to go back to fossil fuels,
etc. It depends on the perspective of each one of them, but what
happened here is that, they have different narrative than the
mainstream media.

Who do you think are the owners of the mainstream media?

The owners of a lot of money (The Capital owners): They only put
their point of view on the mainstream media, and they were limited.
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: They talk about the
Now. we have influencers everywhere. TheY © heir

opinions.

So. this had created a varicty of voices. W€
mainstream media anymore. .
o) .ol (& GMRYI e agie Siaadi oy dlal ol ol L_H\-‘;—‘Lﬂmdtd‘lf]

aaling o) ol ol &l s (@B 3 Ay (Rl S M S G
= ¥ e i Asadd sisal b Uadlly|
PRPPRORLIRN K- RO JCH O] I [ PVORIA 1 GO, ¢b_ySal) uml\.n:: G

L ' &)l G g
Aty sguan o tmtey il cany Al palzcZ sal. lludy it L‘)-““ A
JS i dgay o adey oy &) g sall gl ) sasell eile ol W Gags
A Hll De Yl Jila g o 23133.«2__.\_,_,(,6__.4_1&,] oa L Siaa e Sy 'Hin'-h“l.}
aa )l e ) Jilay aal 2 2S5 o
o o s W) O Y 201 sa W gy plaaal” 3,580 lsad Cla
Ok e S A g ise Wl V1 2 gaaa aadae Sy gt oo il

don't have a sing|,

el e
Bilas gl aaly iy 8 ) Gl oYl (e de giie Ao gene 1 (IR Gy

Biall (e ¢ ja pae pedle Lt )l Badle Yl ci il gl QAT il 0 o8,
Ol e Lo 2 4 Tal o3all 14 Jya 3N ymbiog Vo i
Aaial) Chuatl dillae (ol iy ol HLill o3a daadla e Liaga el Al "dudley)
Eileaia 585 o adll o clalll 638 5 GBI il e Carng Loy A3 Jlia i o)
e bysa b "L Laie Jia elaial¥l dual 5ill Cliaia o A5 5 e
A L) ¢ 3 oLl A (e Finilly o Alifise & yla) 98l QU

1S 13 Loy (Sa Y 1A gple (IS8 agd diadle glad 2 g DU e pisall U
O3l G Jla (3 ) €3 28 yaa S Vg edaih S ()30 58 ol A2l 4
238 )l e aa jlal e GEa e 033 Y 0y i3l
il pa g mall g ginall "lal” g e 5 e g paleall O Ul gl 1
L)

The “quality” and the “authenticity”

* * &

3. Virtual Reality and Augmented Reality:

Emerging technologies like virtual reality (VR) and augmented
reality (AR) are beginning to change how people experience
culture. From immersive art installations to virtual concerts, |
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’iﬁezmnﬂer innovative ways to engage with cultural |
content. AS they become more mainstream, they may redefine
the bounda ries of artistic expression and cu[lural consymgtion.
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VR /Virtual reality: <! )S%YI a1 5l

Virtual concerts: (<l 289 4k sall SMliall

Redefine: <l L

Boundaries: 434

Artistic expression: (A&ll il

What is virtual reality?
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What is augmented reality?
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What does VR stand for?

Student: Virtual reality

Instructor: AR?

Student: Augmented reality.

Instructor: So, in the text, because there is production and there’s
consumption, the boundaries between them are becoming blurred.
We can't distinguish between who is producing the media and who is
consuming it.

Let's finish the lecture.
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Paragraph 4: o
Globalization and Cultural EF”?':%‘] Vidistersy il
Globalization has significantly impac Te

: " hybridization, 2
leading to increased cultural exchang¢ “::;ls gcilitated the g:e

interconnectedness of the global economy .
of ideas, values, and prfcﬁccs across borders. ':"';Sm;“““l‘al
convergence has both enriched Western cultur Poseq
challenges to its traditi 1S. ik ar 7
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1. Cultural Hybridity: The blending of cultures has resu'lted in
a rich tapestry of influences, seen in food, fas!n'on, MUusic, apq
art. For example, the popularity of fusion cuisine refl.ec?s the
melding of culinary traditions from different cultures. Slllll]ar] :
music genres like hip-hop and reggae have t::ansccnded theijy
origins, becoming integral parts of Western musw.c‘l:lture,
oA S G G g g g Y R gl 3l 1B g
fbaall Ard (% (JEA s o Gl g Rasally sLIYIS plakdl E
ia (i sall g153f 1 glat e Jiallyg Ailiie GBS Ga (gl LA S
1 T gl B a3y Y 12 32 ciamaal g gt seal Al G oy
2. Cultural Appropriation VS. AppreCiﬂﬁU“: As Cllltures
intermingle, the line between cultural appropriation and cultyrg)
appreciation has become increasingly  blurred.  Tp,
appropriation of cultural elements without understanding thejr
significance can lead to controversy and backlash. This hag
sparked important discussions about respect, representation,
and the ethics of cultural exchange.
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3. Resistance to Globalization: While globalization has fostered
c{IItural exchange, it has also prompted reactions against
perceived threats to local cultures and identities. Movements
advocating for cultural preservation and authenticity have
emerged in response to the homogenizing effects of globalization.
This tension between global and local continues to shape cultural
narratives in the West.
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Paragraph 5:

Emergence of New Cultural Identities

The 21st century has witnessed the emergence of new cultural
identities that challenge traditional notions of nationality,
ethnicity, and gender. These identities reflect broader societal
changes and the quest for inclusivity and representation.
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I. Gender and Sexuality: The discourse surrounding gender
and sexuality has evolved rapidly in the 21st century, leading to
acceptance and legal recognition of diverse sexual orientations
and gender identities.
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2. Racial and Ethnic Identities: The 21st century has also been
marked by heightened awareness of racial and ethnic identities.
Movements like Black Lives Matter have brought issues of
systemic racism and social justice to the forefront of public
consciousness. The representation of marginalized communities
in media and politics has become a critical aspect of cultural
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discourse.
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L Transnational Identities: Globalization has contributed fg
the rise of transnational identities, where individuals idenfify
with multiple cultures and communities. This fluidity challenges
the notion of fixed cultural boundaries, creating a more complex
understanding of identity in the modern world.
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Paragraph 6:
Conclusion
In conclusion, Western culture in the 21st century is a dynamie
and evolving landscape shaped by technological advancements,
globalization, and the emergence of new cultural identities. As
society navigates these changes, it is essential to engage in critical
discussions about the implications of cultural exchange,
representation, and inclusivity. The future of Western culture |
will likely be characterized by its ability to adapt to and embrace
diversity while grappling with the challenges that arise in anm

interconnected world.

-
-

Ay,
1) shaia g UiSaalina l%@)&db@d&!&ﬂl@hﬂ\a@\ﬁi:(awlué
Jii Laing pada A cilhga joeds dalgally A gleicull ) jghail) adlcy
JEY Jea Agass uLuxﬁLugﬁl:IJa.m ool (a &l il sl i) |
AE) (e jaaly O el e Al gadll g Jilailly AEN JaEl e 45 a
Las 3l cluadll aa p el Laiy Ailialg p ol aa caS3l o 45,08 4y 2

B jia e
IlIIIIIIIIlIlIlIIII That s al for today

See you next time©

ﬂgaranwar.us 16 ) )A\( (

CamScanner = Wgs d>gwaall


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

