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GOOD MORNING!

An Introduction to the United Nations
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_ Paragraph 1:
An Introduction to the United Nations: Principles, Goals,
Functions, and Main Bodies

December 6, 2024
Introduction

The United Nations (UN) stands as one of the most
significant international organizations in the contemporary
world, embodying the collective aspirations of nations to
pursue peace, security, and development. Established in the
aftermath of World War II in 1945, the UN was created to
prevent further conflicts and to promote cooperation among
the world's nations. Over the decades, it has evolved to
address a myriad of global challenges ranging from poverty
and human rights to climate change and health crises. This
essay aims to provide a comprehensive introduction to the
United Nations, exploring its principles, goals, functions, and
main bodies.
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Paragraph 2:

Principles of the United Nations

The UN is founded on 2 set of core principles that guide its |
operations and imteractions among member states. These |
principles are enshrined in the UN Charter, which serves as the
orzanization's foundational document. The key principles include:

1- Sovercien Equality of All Member States: Regardless of size,
wealth, or military power, each member state has equal rights and
responsibilities within the UN framework.

2- Peaceful Settlement of Disputes: The UN encourages nations
to resolve their conflicts through negotiation, mediation, and other
peacefnl means instead of resorting to violence.

3- Non-Use of Force: The organization advocates against the use
of force, emphasizing that military action should only be a last
resort and must be sanctioned by the Security Council in cases of
aggression.

3- Promotion of Human Rights: The UN is committed to
promoting and protecting bhuman rights and fundamental
freedoms for all individuals, regardless of their background.

4- Cooperation Among Nations: The UN fosters collaboration
among member states to tackle common challenges and achieve
collective goals.

n [2lzrrwar us 2

DA

—_— S
—

RSN T
e 4af A Ll Ll e icpae o inld sl Sl
Sy g2 Gl pd) Ha i S pdedd) s Pl ) 5 L yIe iy

ot Lo s D sl Sy RaBLD A D GE S

950 o el o B (oLl ) s (s S B 51 ) -]
Sl aad) fol JAIs 4y ddia Tl ypeany Ggin g g (S A5 S 5 D
P 00 WA o o 8 Sl gl s e Gl Al Ay )
Al N all Ga Yyl g fala £ g il Py o 40

Sl O o 2y G plii) Aali ) ALY £S5 5D S 53
eila A o) e e ey o cauy AT LD 5 pe DY A 5 Seadl
) Jgad

s plly G (sl iy 0 Sald) a¥) 555 () s A
4ol Aga) gl sle W) S5 fn o e 30T al¥) (0 e s el S
Aslal Sa¥l ddal, i Lo

Sovereign Equality: 320 23100

Disputes: <=1

Security Council: (¥ (<2

Background: 443

%%

Instructor: Today. we're going to talk about Syria’s UNESCO
heritage sites. Please. try to think about the sites here in Syria inscribed
in the UNESCO heritage sites.

Student: Palmyra

Student: Ugarit

Instructor: no. Actually. being inscribed in the UNESCO doesn't tell
exactly the importance of the site. There are many sites which are very
important but they are not inscribed in the UNESCO heritage list.
That's what 1 want vou to know. We talked last time about
embodiment and the framework to preserve the heritage. but all of that
needs a lot of paperwork. bureaucracy. and procedures in order to
inscribe the sites. So. when the country succeeds to inscribe their sites.
and it is successfully accepted by the UNESCO. It will be inscribed.

Up until now, Svria has seven sites. Actually, when I searched iL
some sites say they are only six. not even seven. because the seventh 1s

controversial.
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Now. tell me what do you know about United Nations?

Student: An organization

Student: A center of power that promotes peace in the whole worg

Instructor: Yes. Please, be aware about the difference between g
and UN. U.S. is a country: it stands for “United States of Americy”,
Meanwhile, UN. stands for “United Nations™. We are talking aboy
the United Nations?

Student: The United Nations was established by bad people, with
bad movement from the beginning. They collected the bad people ip
every country and then they established the UN.

Instructor: You mean because they are the winners of the war?

Student: No, not yet.

Instructor: Well, this is not history. It's what we call a conspiracy
theory, but it doesn't mean that we ridiculed this idea. As I told you the
other time, there is a distance between what we discuss and our own
ideas.

That's what they say. It's a conspiracy theory. As some people say,
there is a central group of people who are committing conspiracy
against others and trying to gain power against people. However, now,
let's talk from the point of view of those who established the UN.
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By the way, when we say “claimed”, even in Arabic, it doesn't mean
that it's right, wrong or pretentious. When I say I claim, it doesn't mean
that it's right or wrong. It means that I am just telling something.

So, they claim that it is established among many goals and principles.
[ want you to be aware about those goals and principles.

As many and most organizations and even parties, they usually get
very nice productive ideas. Upon those good ideas, they establish their
organization. One of those organizations, and now we can say it's the
most important organization in the world, is the United Nations.
Actually, it was established after a very big and huge event. Who can
tell me what was that event?

Student: World War II.

Instructor: Yes. In the Second World War in 1945, they gathered
the winners and they imposed their point of view because the losers
get always kicked out. But for that time, it was a very good idea. Even
until now, with all those unfair resolutions, decisions and trends, at
least it keeps relatively the balance and the world peace, as you say,
the main issue in the world to try to be resolved. So, it has many
principles and goals.

Who can tell me what "principle" is in general?
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Instructor: The principles of the United Nations are many. The most
important principles are mentioned here. Who can get them from the
text?

Student: Sovereign equality of all member states
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Student: Same rights and same duties Hedi
Instructor: Right, but for the duties, here we are talking abgy th

. : . €
equality of sovereignty. When we say sovereignty of the State, g
states have the same sovereignty of member states. Do you thin j
supposed to have a state which has more sovereignty than others?

Student: Yes, of course.

Student: Supposedly.

Instructor: No, I'm talking about the principles. My principles are to
be honest, not to lie, not to cheat. But when I go here and there, [ i
and cheat, etc. :
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But applying the principle wrongly is one thing and my principle
“being honest for example” is another. Sometimes, doing the wrong
thing is not always for the sake of the wrong thing. Sometimes,
because of implementation, we try to do something. But because of
some wrongdoings or some ignorance, things would go wrong.
Back to our question: What does ‘sovereign equality of all member
states’ mean?
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Instructor: Does any kind of some states have the right to be more
sovereign than others?
Student: no.
Instructor: supposedly, no. So, now we are talking about the
principles.
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The second principle is to create peaceful settlement of disputes.

What does ‘dispute’ mean?
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Instructor: So, it calls the member states to solve their problems
peacefully. What are the means used by the UN to achieve this
principle?

Student: by negotiations.

Instructor: Yes. If I have a dispute between me and you, before we

g0 to war, we need to do negotiations.
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Secondly, mediation and other peaceful means
Thirdly, non-use of force: The force that is mentioned here is the
military action. It should only be last resort and must be sanctioned by
the Security Council in cases of aggression.
Who is the Security Council?
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Student: but I know that security means “protection”
Instructor: yes, but here, we have some particular words that we
use.
Student: It depends on the context.
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{nstructor: yes, but now, when we are talking about UN "United
Nations”, “Security Council™ has one meaning. It is like when we talk
about “sw=ll” What is the general meaning and what is the specific
meaning?

eleall yaliall g ladl el

sy S 5 (A OIEY1y Qi) e pana ged palally o520 ind U
miﬁu.smuentu il 4y pall 2l laliaded 3l 2ol gill gan) CilS ada abuslly
(AP u_'lj)s.nel-ﬂ- (eina el U:'“ LSl jamy lilia ul U5t sae Gl A julsay) aalily
gl Al Lan i LS asae 4 hy g gy Bisme il ooy ald (ina
Saaidll wal Labaia e Gy A Blaud) 4l "Gal)

Why am I telling you this story? Because it is part of our culture, and
we said that our culture is changing by time, and it has many faces. So,
the same word sometimes has a meaning, and other times it has
another meaning. )
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When we are talking about the UN and we say Security Council, it
means “sYl (ulas” And immediately, what comes to our mind is
0 o,
How many members are there in the Security Council?
Student: a fixed number.
Instructor: Did you hear about Veto?
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Student: yes.
Instructor: There are multiple time members; they are 15 memberg

states. Who are those five permanent members in the Security
Council?

Student: China. Russia, Germany, The United States, and France

Instructor: So, those members can Veto Rand. What does Veto
Rand mean?

So. non-use of force. each member is supposed to be refrained from
using military actions against other countries, other members. Who
resorts to the use of military action might be subject to what?

Student: sanctions.

Instructor: by whom?

Student: the Security Council.

Instructor: the third is Promotion of human rights: To protect human
rights and fundamental freedoms for all individuals, regardless of their
background.

What is the fourth one?

Student: cooperation among nations to tackle common challenges
and achieve collective goals

Instructor: Now, I want to give you an idea about those principles
and their importance. Even now, many people feel like they are a little
bit ridiculous, unrealistic or not honest.

Try to remember that this charter of the UN was established in 1945.
Try to imagine what the life looked like in 1945 after about six years
of world war.
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It was a world war that happened, and the world was devastated.
Remember as well, before that, there was discrimination against
people because of their background. Before of that, there were slaves.
There were many things which for us now are taken for granted for
people to be equal. So, we need to look at those principles in that time
and how important they were.

For us now, it's a little bit odd. So, because of that, many countries
like India, South Africa, and Brazil advocate expanding the Security
Council and rights for people and how they vote.

So. many countries now ask for expanding the Security Council, but
it's not the reality yet. Of course, this vision is the winner's vision of
the world war.
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Paragraph 3:
| Goals of the United Nations
‘ The overarching goals of the United Nations can be categorized
| into several key areas:
| & Maintaining International Peace and Security: The primary
aim of the UN is to prevent conflict and promote peace. This
includes deploying peacekeeping missions, mediating disputes, and
implementing sanctions against aggressors.

2- Promoting Sustainable Development: The UN advocates for
economic and social development that is inclusive and sustainable,
aiming to eradicate poverty and improve living standards
worldwide.

3- Protecting Human Rights: The UN works to uphold and
promote universal human rights, providing a framework for the
protection of vulnerable populations and addressing violations.

4- Fostering International Cooperation: The UN encourages
collaboration on global issues such as climate change, health, and
education, facilitating partnerships among nations, civil society,
and the private sector.

5- Upholding International Law: The UN promotes the rule of
law at the international level, ensuring that treaties and
agreements are respected and that states adhere to their legal
obligations.
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Instructor: Now, we are going to talk about the goals. What are the
goals?

Student: Maintaining international peace and security

Instructor: What did it mention?

Student: Prevent conflict and promoting peace

Instructor: By doing what?

Student: Deploying peacekeeping missions

Instructor: What's the meaning of “deploying’?

We always hear about something between Lebanon and the entity of
Isracl about peacekeeping missions. What are they talking about?
Negating disputes and implementing sanctions against the aggressor

Student: the second one, promoting sustainable development: The
UN advocates for economic and social development that is inclusive
and sustainable, aiming to eradicate poverty and improve living
standards worldwide.

Instructor: what does ‘sustainable” mean?

Ly A

Student: continuous.

Instructor: yes, to be sufficient to continue and not to be finished.
L.ike what?
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Student: Resources.

Instructor: Yes, what kind of resources?

Student: Sustainable.

Instructor: Right, they will get it further. In universities or in some
institutions, they say that they use sustainable resources, so they make
people pay for services. But here, they say that their goal is to promote
sustainable development.

Student: The third one is protecting human rights. Number four;
Police and partmerships among nations, civil society, and private
sector.

Instructor: What is ‘private sector’?
ual.ﬂ'l tUnﬂl :i._ﬂh

Instructor: About fostering international cooperation, what are the
global issues?
Student: Climate change and poverty
Student: Health and education
Instructor: Correct, as well as other issues.
Number five, upholding international law: What does the UN
promote here?
Student: The role of law at the international level
Instructor: Can you tell me one of the main things in the
international law?
Student: The respect of contracts: it's a way of expressing our
intentions in the international law.
Instructor; Correct.
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Student: What is the difference between “agreement” and

“contract™?
Instructor: “Contract” is not used at the level of countries. For

example, employees, buying something, even to have a contract to rate
out an apartment. Whatever you're doing in the private level, it's
called contract.

But when we go to the international level, we use “treaties™ or

“agreements”, “conventions,” efc.
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Paragraph 4:
mions of the United Nations

To achieve its goals, the UN engages in_various functions, which
include:
1- Conflict Prevention and Resolution: Through diplomacy and
mediation, the UN aims to prevent conflicts before they escalate.
When conflicts do arise, it facilitates negotiations and peace
agreements.
2- Peacekeeping Operations: The UN deploys peacekeeping
forces to conflict zones to maintain ceasefires, protect civilians,
and support the implementation of peace agreements.
3- Humanitarian Assistance: The UN coordinates international
humanitarian responses to crises, providing food, shelter, and
medical assistance to those affected by natural disasters and
conflicts.
4- Development Programs: Through various agencies, the UN
implements development programs that address poverty,
education, health care, and environmental sustainability.

5- Monitoring and Reporting: The UN monitors human rights
violations and provides reports on various global issues, holding
states accountable for their actions.

-
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Mediation: &bl sl
Escalate: *=lLaS
Responses: <hladial
Shelter: ssla
Monitors: <!z
To hold someone accountable: 4lladi 44 §5ua Ladd Jaad
EE 32
Instructor: What does the UN prevent?
Student: Conflicts.
Instructor: What does the UN monitor?
Student: The human rights violations
Instructor: equality between member states is one of the most
important principles in the UN. I want you to keep these principles in
your minds.
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Paragraph 5:
Main Bodies of the United Nations

The UN consists of several principal organs. each with distinct

roles and responsibilities:

'_develupﬂent.

1- The General Assembly: Comprising all 193 member states',
the General Assembly serves as a forum for discussion on
international issues, where each state has one vote. It makes
recommendations on matters such as peace, security, andl

NAXK

CamScanner = Wgao 4> gwaall

{alanwar.us 17


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

2- The Security Council: Charged with maintaining international
peace and security, the Security Council has 15 members, five of
whom are permanent (the United States, the United Kingdom,
France, Russia, and China) with veto power. The Council can
impose sanctions, authorize military action, and establish
peacekeeping missions.

3- The International Court of Justice (ICJ): The 1CJ settles legal
disputes between states and gives advisory opinions on legal
questions referred to it by the UN. It is the principal judicial organ
of the UN.

4- The Secretariat: Led by the Secretary-General, the Secretariat
is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the UN,
implementing policies and programs as directed by the General
Assembly and Security Council.

5- The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC): This body
coordinates the economic, social, and related work of 15 UN
specialized agcnciesz, their functional commissions, and five
regional’ commissions.

6-The Trusteeship Council®: Although its functions have largely
come to an end with the completion of the decolonization process,
the Trusteeship Council was established to oversee the
administration of trust territories and ensure their development

toward self-governance.
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Paragraph 6:

Conclusion

In conclusion, the United Nations plays a pivotal role in
addressing the complex challenges of the modern world through
its principles, goals, functions, and main bodies. By promoting
peace, security, human rights, and sustainable development, the
UN embodies the collective will of nations to work together for a
better future. As new global issues emerge, the UN remains a
crucial platform for cooperation and dialogue, reflecting the
interconnectedness of our world and the necessity for collaborative
action. Understanding the UN's mechanisms and objectives is
essential for anyone seeking to engage with international relations
and global governance in the 21st century.
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GOOD MORNING!
An Introduction to the United Nations
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Paragraph5: |

[ Main Bodies of the United Nations _
The UN consists of several principal organs, each with distinct
roles and responsibilities: {

1- The General Assembly: Comprising all 193 member states’, |
the General Assembly serves as a forum for discussion on |
international issues, where each state has one vote. It makes
recommendations on matters such as peace, security, and
development. '

2- The Security Council: Charged with maintaining international |
peace and security, the Security Council has 15 members, five of
whom are permanent (the United States, the United Kingdom,
France, Russia, and China) with veto power. The Council can
impose sanctions, authorize military action, and establish
peacekeeping missions.

3- The International Court of Justice (ICJ): The ICJ settles legal

disputes between states and gives advisory opinions on legal
questions referred to it by the UN. It is the principal judicial organ

of the UN.

°. Why is Palestine is not a member of the UN? 2015-2020 and recognition. By September 2012, with their
application for full membership stalled due to the inability of Security Council members to 'make a
unanimous recommendation’, the Palestine Authority had decided to pursue an upgrade in status from
"observer entity" to "non-member observer state”.

? . Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQ) (1946), International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAQ) {1947), International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD (1977, International
Labour Organization (ILO) (1946), International Monetary Fund (IMF){1947), International Maritime
Organization (IMO ) (1959), International Telecommunication Union (ITU ) (1945), United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) (1946), United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) (1985), World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) 2003, Universal Postal Union (UPU )
(1948), World Health Organization (WHO) (1948), World Intellectual Property Qrganization (WIPQ) (1974),
World Meteorological Organization (WMO0)(1951), World Bank Group, International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), International Finance Corporation (IFC, 1956), International
Development Association (IDA, 1960)

' . ECA: Economic Commission for Africa. ECE: Economic Commission for Europe. ECLAC: Economic
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean. ESCAP: Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific ESCWA: Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia.

*. The Trusteeship Council suspended its operations on 1 November 1994, a month after the independence
of Palau, the last remaining United Nations trust territory. By a resolution adopted on 25 May 1994, the
Council amended its rules of procedure to drop the obligation to meet annually and agreed to meet as
occasion required - by its decision or the decision of its President, or at the request of a majority of its
members or the General Assembly or the Security Council
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4- The Secretariat: Led by the Secretary- (.encral. the ‘s«:rct:riat |
'is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the UN,
implementing policies and programs as directed by the (.tncral
Assembly and Security Council. |

' 5- The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC): This body
coordinates the economic, social, and related work of IS UN/
specialized  agencies’, their functional commissions, and five
regional commissions. i

6-The Trusteeship Council’: Although its functions have largely
come to an end with the completion of the decolonization process,
the Trusteeship Council was established to oversee the
'administration of trust territories and ensure their de\clopmeml
toward self-governance.
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Disputes: <! 52
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Regional: 2
Commissions: =
Self-governance: 52 xlal
Decolonization: jealuyial
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Instructor: what doces the “General Assembly™ serve and what docs
it make”

Student: It serves as a forum for discussion on international 1ssues.
where cach state has one vote. It makes recommendatons on matters
such as peace, security, and development.

Instructor: So, what do we call the output of the General Assembly?

Student: recommendations.

Instructor: Right. you should pav attention for this detail: the

General Assembly doesn't make “decisions™ it only makes
“recommendations”™. It's very important that vou know this
information.

How many votes are there for each state?

Student: One vote.

Instructor: On which matters does the General Assembly make
recommendations?

Student: Peace. security and development

Instructor: Why are there 193 in General Assembh ?

Student: Because it only includes the countries that are recognized
with the United Nations

Instructor: Which country is not recognized by the United Nations?

Student: Palestine.

Instructor: you can see the answer in the small note afier the end of
the paragraph. It"s about Palestine.
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Why is Palestine is not a member of the UN? =
| 2015-2020 and recognition. By September 2012, with their
_application for full membership stalled due to the inability of
‘Security Council members to 'make a unanimous recommendation’,
the Palestine Authority had decided to pursue an upgrade in status
from "observer entity” to "non-member observer state".
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What does "recognition”™ mean?
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instructor: What was the status of Palestine in the UN?
student: An observer entity.
Instructor: What did the observer entity try to do?
student: 1t tried to be a member of the observer state.
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Instructor: About the Secunity Council, what 15 the Sccunty
Council?
S e il
Instructor: How many members does the Security Council have?
Student: 15 members.
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Instructor: So, who are the permanent states”
Student: The United States, China, France, UK and Russia.
Instructor: Those countries have the Veto power. which means even
if 4 of them said ves, and one said no, the vote will be dropped.
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Instructor: What is the main function of the 1CJ?
Student: It scttles legal disputes between states and gives advisony
opinions on legal questions referred to it by the UN.
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Instructor: What is the main function oftth-c:.:zfx” e
Student: The Sccretariat is responsible for the day-to-day operati
of the UN. implementing policies and programs 8 direct WM ;:
General Assembly and Security Council. ’
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s .- Spec agencics the functional commissions have in

Student: 15 specialized agencies.

Instructor: how many regional commissions OSOC N
Student: 5 regional commissions. RS -
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Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQO),)
(1948)

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) (1947)
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD)1977)
International Labour Organization (ILO)(1946)

International Monctary Fund (IMF)(1947)

International Maritime Organization (IMQ) (1959)

International Telecommunication Union (ITU) (1949)

United Natioas Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNFESCO) (1946)

United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO,)
(1985)
World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) 2003
Universal Postal Union (UPU ) (1948)
World Health Organization (WHO) (1948)
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) (1974)
World Meteorological Organization (WMO)(1951)
World Bank Group
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD)
International Finance Corporation (IFC, 1956)
International Development Association (IDA, 1960)
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ECA: Economic Commission for Africa. -

FECE: Economic Commission for Europe.
ECLAC: Economic Commission for Latin America and the
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ESCAP: Fomnomic and Social Commission for fhe Trusteeship Council suspended its llflttdkm!_;!ll T Novessber |
Pacific. , Asi | 1994, a month afler thc_imkpmknu of Palau. the last remaining
FSCW A: Feonomic and Social Commission for Westera Asta. United Nations trust territory. By a resolution adopted on 25 May
‘Mwiw:ECA ‘ 1994, the Council amended its rules of procedure to drop the |
LgsY Attt Ll ECE obligation to mect annually and agreed to meet as occasion required -
. ' . by its decision or the decision of its President, or at the request of a

A Lkl y L0018, ¥ Attt Ut :ECLAC Y

majority of its members or the General Assembly or the Secunty
Council.
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Paragraph 6:

fande¥l A Glee M) Gy 2400 UN embodies the collective will of nations to work together for a
" colonization” e\ i) 'better future. As new global issues emerge, the UN remains a
) / e 1420 ‘cmcial platform for cooperation and dialogue, reflecting the
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That is all for today
See you next time®
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