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GOOD MORNING!

UNESCO in Brief

Before starting, I wanted to ask you: Did you feel comfortable
with the way the lecture was last time? Or, do you prefer for me to
talk more in English? Do you prefer it to be in English and Arabic?

Student: It was fine to speak only in English.

Instructor: Which is better?

Student: For me, when there is a new word, I can simply stop to
ask you about it. So, I didn’t feel it was bad to use only English.
But if we used both languages, there won’t be any problem either.

Instructor: I’ll consider this. For those who are new here, please
take in consideration that the main target here is not only the
marks. The main target I'm trying to achieve is for you to be more
familiar with the English language than before, and I'm open for
any feedback for the next time.

Whenever some of you find themselves not understanding, please
tell me.

Let's start with UNESCO in Brief: o
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Paragraph 1:

What is UNESCO?

UNESCO is the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization. It contributes to peace and security
by promoting international cooperation in education,
sciences, culture, communication and information.
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Instructor: who can tell us what UNESCO is?

As an Abbreviation, each letter stands for something. What do
these letters stand for?

Student: United Nations Educational
Organization

Instructor: Who can tell me in Arabic what is this?
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UNESCO promotes knowledge sharing and the free flow
of ideas to accelerate mutual understanding and a more
perfect knowledge of each other's lives. UNESCO's
programmes contribute to the achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals defined in the 2030
Agenda, adopted by the UN General Assembly in 2015.
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Student: An organization to exchange information between each
other
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Instructor: And what did the UN General Assembly adopt in
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Who can tell us about sustainable development goals?

Student: the main goals are to save power and to save energy for
other generations or next generations, in addition to saving the
atmosphere and the planet. Each country is obligated to make a
difference in this system. At the end, or gradually, they present some
reports about their achievements. Some governments signed
agreements to phase out some materials.

Actually, I used to work there, and we obligatory signed a protocol
in Montreal for global warming to phase out the coal with many
versions: To phase out materials like HCFCs, which damage the
atmosphere or cause the change of the weather.

Instructor: Great. We'll continue reading now:
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Paragraph 2:

UNESCOQO's history:

As early as 1942, in wartime, the governments of the
European countries, which were confronting Nazi Germany
and its allies, met in the United Kingdom for the Conference
of Allied Ministers of Education (CAME).
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Instructor: What does “CAME” stands for?
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World War II was far from over, yet those countries were

looking for ways and means to rebuild their education
systems once peace was restored. The project quickly gained
momentum and soon acquired a universal character. New
governments, including that of the United States, decided to
join in. Upon the proposal of CAME, a United Nations
Conference for the establishment of an educational and
cultural organization (ECO/CONF) was convened in London
from 1 to 16 November 1945.
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Instructor: why did they have that conference?
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Student: to find ways to rebuild their educational systems

Instructor: what happens usually to the education system in the
war time?

Student: It gets destroyed.

Instructor: right, it would have difficulties, bad challenges or
negative challenges. 1 rather not say bad because sometimes
challenges make a difference.
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Who can tell me what the relation between that conference and
UNESCO is?

Student: I think it became worldwide, other countries heard about it.

Student: maybe it had the support from all over the world.

Instructor: but why is this text talking about that conference when
we are talking about UNESCO?

Student: maybe it was that conference that established the
UNESCO.

Instructor: It led to this idea. When you say established, it means
that those people or that group established the UNESCO, but maybe it
was the core for such organization.

Who had joined upon that proposal?

Student: the United States decided to join.

Instructor: After that, a conference was held in the United Nations.
Where and when?

Student: In London, from 1 to 16 November 1945.
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Scarcely had the war ended when the conference openeq,
It gathered together representatives of forty-four countrieg
who decided to create an organization that would embody

a genuine culture of peace.
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Instructor: what was the main achievement of that organization?

Student: to create an organization that would embody a genuine |

culture of peace
Instructor: Who will explain the idea to me in Arabic?
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A work that has foundations like the body: We humans have a soul
and a body, but the soul is what nobody can see, unlike the body that
is material, and the same thing in this organization; they established
an embodied organization.

Continue reading:

In their eyes, the new organization was to establish the
“intellectual and moral solidarity of mankind” and thereby
prevent the outbreak of another world war.
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Instructor: What is the function of the term “in their eyes™

Student: It means “according to their opinion™.

Instructor: right, why did they mention that in the text?

Student: to pay attention for the fact that “it's not your opinion,
it's mine”.

Instructor: to have a distance from the opinion written here or
mentioned here

Student: was it good?

Instructor: It's neutral. It's very important to look at those hints
in any text you read in order to know the stand of the author. And
if you notice, when you read most of the journals, at the end, they
put something called “disclaimer”.

“Those ideas mentioned here don't express our ideas. It's the ideas
of the author”.

So, later, in Arabic or in English or whatever the language is,
sometimes, you need to keep a distance between what you write
and the ideas you express.

“It's the other's idea, not mine”. They claim something, but that
doesn't mean that it’s my opinion. Maybe my opinion is with or
against, but I'm not expressing my ideas. I just keep a distance. It
doesn't mean at all that I am with or against.
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By saving in their eyes, he mentioned their idea or their opinion,
We can catch it when we read the context.

Why am I focusing on this point?

Because when we make a distance between us and the opinion of
others. whether we're writing or reading, we need to distinguish
who's writing. Is this his point of view? Or is he pointing to
someone else's point of view and saying it without adopting it?
This is a very important point.

Later, it will help us understand the text.
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Instructor: And what was their long-term goal”

Student: Making peace.

Instructor: also, avoiding another war.
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Paragraph 3:

UNESCO's vision:

Political and economic arrangements of governments are
not enough to secure the lasting and sincere support of the
peoples. Peace must be founded upon dialogue and mutua|
understanding. Peace must be built upon the intellectua]
and moral solidarity of mankind.
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Student: how come peoples end with S?

Instructor: it has two situations. You will learn about it in the
grammar course. ‘People’ and ‘water’ and many other things are

-usually uncountable. You don't put S at the end.
\ But sometimes, for example, we can say when we go to a cafe,
| “give me three coffees”. I mean three cups of coffee.

When you say ‘peoples’, it means in Arabic people of the land.
For example: The people of Syria, the people of Algeria, the
people of France, etc. it means the people of all those countries.

Another example, “Waters”: usually it's ‘water’ but when you say
waters. it means maybe the water of the Mediterranean, the water of
the Atlantic Ocean, and the water of any other ocean, and sometimes
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we can say “give me three waters,” but here you mean “bottles of
waters”.

Later they say, “in this spirit™; what is the spirit of UNESCO?

Student: peace.

Student: to develop education tools

Instructor: What was not enough when talking about the politica]
and the economic side?

Student: the political and economic arrangement of governments

Instructor: Right, because before that, if you go back to most of
the ideas, the governments concentrated on political and economic
issues. If you go to any author's books, you will find “politics dg
that, economic do that”, Then, “if we intervene or refrain from
intervene”.

What was the main shift in that time?

Student: they used to concentrate on the political and economic
issues, and then they concentrated more on intellectual and moral
issues.

Instructor: yes, they thought that those two components are not
enough to secure peace, the lasting and censored support of the
people.

Peace must be founded upon what?

Student: the amount of language to understand
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In this spirit, UNESCO develops educational tools to help
people live as global citizens free of hate and intolerance.
il 5 el Bl Lol gl gy i) o gl ol

] g Al Sl (e Cuyada (aalle (bl 5

Instructor: How did they develop the educational tools?

Student: By dialogue and they developed mutual understanding

Student: Intellectual cooperation

Student: Global citizenship

Instructor: What is the concept of global citizenship?

Student: To accept the differences of each other

Student: It's a negative realization because all people around the
world are seen as being humans, has the same rights and the same
duties in this world.

Student: It's the picture of the United Nations and its organizations
around the world.

Instructor: This concept, “global citizens”, was very familiar or
popular. In the beginning of the 21st century, the idea of it is for
everyone to be part of the globe. It means that information is
supposed to be free wherever, passing freely from here to there. It
represents what they say, “the planet is a small village”.

[ want to compare the situation between now and in the past in
order to get it clearer. 50 years ago, do you think people used to
know about other people as much as nowadays?
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Students: No
Instructor: then, you feel like you are not only a citizen of the

Syrian Arab Republic: you feel like a citizen in this globe, and that
was the main idea about them.

They were very ambitious, and as always, when something is
achieved, usually it's achieved on the benefit of the one who is
more powerful than the other is.

Student: As an example, us the Syrian people, they forced us to
stay in this country; they didn't give us a visa to visit their
countries.

Instructor: But the main idea was to have a free flow for capital,
for people and for economy, but after that, when those ideas were
put in implementation, they accepted the flow of capital when it
goes from our countries to the rich countries or developed
countries, but for the labor forces, they put obligations and many
challenges, even before this era here in Syria, even before the 10 or
15 years.

In those 15 years, it wasn't so easy for someone to go from a
country to another. Even between Western countries, they achieved
this idea to go from here to there under the European Union.
Moreover, it's not only for European, between among European
Union countries. It's also when you have a European passport with
a European name; you can go not only within European Union.

Student: It's a political issue.

Instructor: Yes, of course.

Student: What do you mean when you use “capital™?
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Student: We know more about their culture, their habits, the way UNESCO strengthens the bonds between nations. UNESCO

that they used to live and even the culture itsell and the habits fosters scientific programmes and policies as platforms for
themselves. It's globalized in some way. development and cooperation. UNESCO stands up for
Instructor: Even for other countries, as much as those ideas and freedom of expression, as a fundamental right and a key
appearances are new for us, as much as it's new for them. Because of |  condition for democracy and development.
that, we are going into the new structure of societies. | A Oay sl paladll o ol e 09 i S Jpan Glada o S 5l St
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society, like Germany's situation. ren
Instructor: Right, now even when you go to the rural areas, there is
nothing to prevent a person there from having knowledge about
everywhere around the world. But when we get to know other’s
societies, we have to be realistic. It gives us the real idea about each
situation. Each country has their pros and cons.
Now, let’s continue reading:
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Instructor: What is the concept in this paragraph?
Student: The goals of UNESCO
Student: Every child has the right to education in this world.
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UNESCO's founding vision was born in response to a
world war marked by racist and anti-Semitic violence.
Seventy years later and many liberation struggles later,
UNESCO’s mandate is more relevant than ever. Cultural
diversity is under attack and new forms of intolerance,
rejection of scientific facts and threats to freedom of
expression challenge peace and human rights. In response,
UNESCO's duty remains to reaffirm the humanist
missions of education, science and culture.
il Cadl dalle Qo sSwdpll dsuaalal) Ayl caly a8
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Instructor: what is the duty of UNESCQO?

Student: to reaffirm the humanist missions of education, science
and culture.
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That is all for today
!I"" See you next time ©
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