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HELLO EVERYONE!

Our course is entitled Reading Comprehension.

- Comprehension: understanding

- To comprehend = to understand

As a translator, you don’t only need to have an equivalent (UJis)
to a word into the other language. You need to understand the
context in order to grasp the meaning, and when you convey the
meaning, you are like an ambassador () or a messenger
between the two languages. You enable the reader to not only read
your translation but to understand it as well.

As usual, I begin with punctuation marks. In the EXAM, you
have 5 to 6 marks about punctuation marks. It would be easy
- and beneficial to learn about punctuation marks and to guarantee
in your pocket these 6 marks.

Punctuation Marks -
THE FUNCTION OF PUNCTUATION MARKS: :

1. Commas: (,)

‘Commas have several functions in writing. They are used to separate
items in a list, to separate clauses in a sentence, and to set off
iintroductory and nonessential elements. Commas help to clarify|
meaning and make sentences easier to read.

For example,

- | have today reading and comprehension, translation, and Arabic.

The comma before (and) is optional i.e. you can put it or you can
- omit it. The comma before (and) is called ‘oxford comma’.

What are introductory and non-essential elements?

They are, for example, (firstly, secondly, finally, next, after that,
then....). We add a comma after such words when they are at the
beginning of the sentence.

*

2. Colons: ()
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. ja.complete thought. They help to organize writing into manageable

Colons are used to introduce a ||st to separate hours and -n_unutes
and to introduce a quote or an explanation. They are used to signal
that what follows the colon is related to what comes before it, and to

indicate that more information is to come.
— For example, S

- I wake up at 7:00 a.m.

-1 went to the shop and | bought the following: apples, bananas,
butter, milk, water etc.

- Rula said: “I like reading and comprehension.”

We put the Rula’s words between quotation marks and we are

going to learn about this later on.
%

|
e 3. Quotation marks: (" ) : |
Quotation marks are used to indicate dlrect speech or a quote.

- Direct speech: il 228
- Quote: yLEl

4. Full-stops (periods): (.)
Full-stops, also known as perlods are used to end a sentence that is

sections.

]

5. Question marks: (?)
Question marks are used to indicate a direct questlon.
- Are you happy?

6 Exclamat:on marks: (!)

‘Exclamation marks are used to indicate strong emotion or emphas:s

They are used to convey excitement, surprise, or urgency. N
5

7. Semicolons: (;)
Semicolons are used to separate dosely related lndependent clauses.

Reading 2.1 3 AYDI 2025



R

They are used to indicate a stronger connection between the clauses o |

items. e i S s e et s R

Exercise 1:
—Add appropriate punctuation marks to the following sentences:

1.1 love to play soccer swim and ride bikes

2. John has three favorite foods pizza tacosand burgers

3. She left the house early because she didn’t want to be late
4. The concert is at 7.30 p.m.

5. What is your favorite color

6. "I can’t believe it" she said

Answers:

1.-1-love to play soccer, swim, and ride bikes

2. John has three favorite foods: pizza, tacos, and burgers
3. She-leftthe house early because she didn’t want to be late.
4. The concert is at 7:30 p.m.

5. What is your favorite color?

6. “I can't believe it,” she said.

In the EXAM, when I say (am) or (pm), you need to use two full

stops and say (a.m.) and (p.m.). |

Let us put the last sentence in another way:

- She said 1 can’t believe it

The answer 1s:

- She said: "I can’t believe it.”

Go to p.25:

(From a book of poems, a joint venture between a physician and a
poet collaborating to tell some truths)

- Joint: united/done together (& siia)

- Venture: adventure (38 jlaw/s_jalas)
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This is a really important idea. In the EXAM or in any exam,
you might have new vocab that you don’t know. The first thing
is you need to understand the context to understand the meaning of
this new vocab. The second thing is you need to think of a close
word to what you have, for example, (venfure) is close to
(adventure) which means (48 jlaa/s_jalia),

Physician: doctor

Poet: jeli

Poem: siual

Collaborating: working together
What are these truths?

We are going to learn about a group of women in the time of
“war. These women are forced by men to dance without clothes in a
circle, and when they collapse to the floor, they lash them.
- Lash: alay
L) oY 5 Jla sl yim Cus e jall (o (A sluaill (0 Ao gens (o o i
Ly o sy gV e b Ladie 5 il Jalasl e o)l e
A woman is watching them through her window. This woman
has another stabbed woman who is bleeding in the first woman’s
room Who is watching through her window. The first woman was
sheltering the stabbed woman, keeping her in her room, taking
care of her because she was dying.
i 55 5 43 gadaa (5al Bl el Lpal 3l jall 028 (g3l YA (e a8l i 81 el lin
m#;@ﬁgwjﬁﬁd\ﬂﬂlwﬁé;ﬂ 8l yall culS lgad e B
) _peiaia ColS L3y
We are going to learn about this in detail and you are going to
learn new words that are used in this context. Towards the end, we
find out that death might be comfortable in several cases and
one of them is this.

Preparing to read:
1. What do you expect the poem to be about? What truths can a
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physician and a poet collaborate to tell?

The poet is helping the doctor to tell a story in an artistic way
(s 3 ),

- Collaborate: (s

2. This is a poem about human nature. What do you expect it to be?

> “IsThuman nature basically good or evil? Why?

The human nature is a compound of the two: good and evil (
»=3) because every one of us has some- kind of good and kind of
evil inside him.

Are you familiar with Jane Jake Russo?

He is a French philosopher in the nineteen century. He said that
-human-beings-are basically good-like-a white-sheet-of paper and -
“the society corrupts them 1.e. the society makes them evils.

- Corrupt: i)

FdEk

3. If you consider what is happening to the innocent (z$y) people in
Iraq, Palestine, Darfur, and what has happened in many other places in
the world, like Afghanistan, Czechoslovakia, Ireland, Lebanon, etc.,
- what _would -you..say -about. human.. nature" Will_ your . answer be
different from above? Why?
. The human nature is bad that’s why when you look at wars your

answer won’t be different.
HEkk

4. Would you, at the beginning of the third millennium, expect that
- humanity-has reached some-advanced--level of development and/or

evolution that shows itself in decent and proper behavior towards
- fellow-humans? Why?

- Millennium: 4!l

Evolution: development (U skill)
Decent: &Y

Proper: <udio/asl
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The situation is becoming worse (lsul) because of many
problems like global warming (¢!l paliisdl), shortage of water
(oLl d/all), famines (Slelaa),

Aok

Go to p.26: ' _ ' “ma S

5. Can you think of any excuse for the vile behavior we have
- witnessed and-are still witnessing in many parts of the world? Is there
really and excuse that is acceptable, at all?

- Excuse: e
- Vile: mean (gua))
- Witnessed: ¢

No, there 1s no excuse to those who make wars.
WAk

6. Almost every religion in the world commands their followers to
treat not only humans but also all God’s creatures in a proper decent
way, and actually to look after them. Why, then, are humans so vicious
and inhumane in treating their fellow humans?

- Vicious: evil/cruel/violent (/s of --\8)

Don’t mix between (vicious) and (viscous).

. - Viscous: /g 3
- Command = order (<)

Because some people do not believe in God and do not follow
what they are ordered/commanded to do by God, and they do not
have standards (Lulie/ julxa/ac) &),

- Order = command:

e ook

7. Do you expect a victorious invading army to treat its captives

civilian or military personnel with respect and according to the Geneva
Conventions? What would you do?

Of course, they don’t.

- Victorious: »=iia

- Invading: s )\&
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- Captives: sl
- Military personal: O Swuc al_yal/ aaadt ol
- Geneva Conventions: «aia CiLalal

A sk ok

i e s —

8. Under what circumstances would anybody consider death to be
welcome fate? Explain!
- Circumstances: <3k

- Fate: L%/ juaa

... Sometimes it may be comfortable because some sick people

would welcome death because it’s more comfortable for them than
the pain (al)) they are feeling in that moment, and that’s why there
is what is called (merciful death) i.e. (> ) Qsall) to end the
suffering of someone.

Now, let us read the poem on pages 29, 30, 31, and 32. We are

going to answer the related question on pages 27 and 28 while we
arc reading,. |

The Dance

(From a book of poems, a joint venture between a physician and a poet
collaborating to tell some truths)

- 1. In a field of cinders,
Where Armenian life was still dying,
A German woman, trying not to cry,
Told me the horror she witnessed:

- Cinders: ashes (aa/3k))
- Horror: fear
- Witnessed: <

el e Jas 200

puizd 155 Y Al sladl calS oo

S8 Jolay astl 8l el sl
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As you read look for answers to the following questions:
1. Who is telling the story to whom? Why?

~_ They said (a German woman told me); who is (me)?

Literature is a work of fiction i.e. an imaginative work. If you
have a work of literature in any genre, you have (‘I’ point of
view)/you have a speaker/you have a narrator (ss'Y). There is a
difference between the narrator and the writer or the novelist.

sl s sl W Om BB 2 s 6

Let us say I’m a poet and I’m trying to write a poem and I write
it in the first point of view i.e. I use (I) and (me). This doesn’t
mean that this is my voice I’m the one who is talking. It is the
voice of the speaker in this text not the voice of the one who wrote
it. If the book says (it is-a biegraphy), it means the voeice is my-
voice as a writer i.e. it is (451 3_u), but anything else means it is
an imaginative work. If the writer doesn’t state in the beginning
(this is my story), the (I) point of view is of the speaker and it’s not

. of the writer.

The answer is:

A German woman is telling the story-to the narrator. She is the
one who witnessed the horror, but she is telling the one who 1s
telling the story.

Bk

2. This thing I'm telling you about,
- ‘Fsaw with my own eyes.
From my window of hell
| clenched my teeth
And watched the town of Bardez
Turn into a heap of ashes.
The corpses were piled high as trees,
And from the springs,
From the streams and the road,

Reading 2.1 9 AYDI 2025



" The blood was a stubborn murmur -
I And still calls revenge in the ear. J
The woman who is watching through her window is talking
here.
- Hell: it means the opposite of heaven or paradise "asali"
She said (window of hell) and this is a figurative meaning ( ae

& \>=) because she see the horror that is happening under her
window.

- Clench: close or hold " &l ¢Gay"

- Bardez: the name of the town itself

- Heap: pile (3«5)

When we talk about buildings, we say (alS))
- Heap (v): 55
- Ashes: cinders (3))

Corpses: the dead bodies "<uall"

Piled: made a heap "a\s)"

Spring: stream i.e. a small river "ele J 32"
Here, try to imagine the picture which the author is trying to
paint for us. -

Well, he said "from the road", "from the stream" there is blood.
..~ Stubborn: obstinate or refusing to obey "ac"

- Murmur: a kind of voice that is heard from a distance. When
you are whispering in someone’s ear, you are murmuring
(Aciaill/Aararll/ saagll)

- Revenge: aul/ )&

dic dlyal @il el 1is

(e rL' s

s el Gle allall (SdsL s
Gl Lle cisas

a0k Boae coaliy
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Let us answer the related questions:
2. Is this a real story, or is it fiction, do you think? Why?
- They didn’t say this is a biography (353 ) or and they didn’t
mention the name of the battle, for example, so it is not a real
story. In addition, the streams of blood, for example, are related to
imagination (Jwa). It is written in an artistic way to appeal the
- readeror.it won’t be a work of fiction any more. He might witness
this in real life, but he injects (¢4~ some imaginative elements
(Aalas palie) into this story.
L3
3. Why does the woman say that she sawthe horrors committed
- from her “window of hell”? |
“The -writer is using an -image with exaggeration in order to
describe how horrible the situation and this is like ‘hell’. We call
this a figurative meaning ($Jta= ).
%

4. What is the stubborn murmur the woman heard all the time?
- -‘Where-from-did-she hear this constant murmur? What did this murmur

call for?

_Ttis the voice of blood. The blood comes and goes like the flow
of the water, and the woman who was watching those women Who
were-killed imagined that the blood of these women is calling here

'to go and have revenge'.
. ek
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" 3. Don't be afraid.
~ | must tell you what | saw,
So people will understand
The crimes men do to men.
" For two days, by the road to the graveyard...
_ Graveyard: an area of ground where people are

buried/cemetery (3.4)

sy y |

iy Loy sl of gy

ool medy (S

Ol Gous Ll a0 31 iyl
il Gl Gelall e Otag sl |
5. Why does she start the following stanza by saying “Don't be

afraid”. Why would the listener, or reader, be afraid?

Actually, she did this because it is a horrible story, and she is

coing to tell us something horrible, so she is preparing us because

she is going to tell us something shocking.
Fok K

Let us read the fourth stanza:

- Stanza: s pais

4. Let the hearts of the world understand

It was Sunday morning,

The first useless Sunday dawning on the corpses
— From dusk to dawn in my room,

With a stabbed woman—

My tears wetting her death—

When | heard from afar

A dark crowd standing in a vineyard

Lashing twenty brides
| And singing filthy songs

- Dawning: sunrise, the first part of the morning (4!, the

AYDI 2025
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opposite of ‘spl}set‘. |
_ Dusk: twilight, when the sun is about to set "ws  jll aglay
) Dawning * DUSk
_ gtab: to be injured by a knife/to beat someone with a knife
_ Stabbed: O yrtaa
_ Afar: a far " LA
_ Crowd: a group of people "uldll (e de gana"
_.In"adark crowd" we have two choices.
The first one is the crowd was black people and slaves ().
Or it means that it was night and she did not see the faces
clearly, so the scene was blurred (zual s e/ lus)
- Vineyard: a field where grapes (<)) are grown i.e. (il » <)
- Lashing: Jasulls oo pall/alall
_ Brides: women that ready to get married (U<l <)
They-said (brides) to tell-us that they are young
- Filthy: dirty/too bad (%)

e

X @lafl 3 .2

gyt 2 Hoall ) Gudl) (e
—igalas 51 yal g
—lgiga JL3 e gao

a)S 2 i Lallas | A

Ligye (paplic o=

348 E,JL:‘.i (-?.m"___g

Let us answer the related questions:
6. Why does the woman not specify who did what to whom?
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Actually, she is generalizing. When we say ‘man’, i't doesn't
mean (J=_) but it means ‘human bemg'. So, here she did that in
~ order-to generalize the story because this example here ~the ladies
who were killed by the men — is just an example.
- Generalize: aax
- Generalization: asexd | . |
7. How long did the horror she witnessed last? Is it important where
and when the horror happened? Why?
It lasted for two days according to stanza number "3".
— It lasted-for two days and it'is not important where and when the

- horror happened because the author is generalizing.
Hdkok

5. Leaving the half-dead girl on the straw mattress,
I went to the .balcuny. of my window
And the crowd seemed to thicken like a forest.
- -An animal of a man shouted, “You must dance.
Dance when the drum beats.”
With fury the whips cracked
On the flesh of the women |
- Mattress:-it"is the 'sponge part of the bed that we sleep on -
(s9).
- Straw: U
- Thicken: to become together "<&, ey
- Animal of a man: a man who is acting like an animal
- Drum: Jdia
- Dram beats: Jdall ¢ 5
- - Fury: extreme anger "wad cuzt!
= Whips; Ll _,..J/Jn\,_u.n
— = Cracked: something that is cracked has one or more lines on
the surface because it is damaged but not completely broken

-
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- Flesh: the skin of human body "es*
B il S8 le Wl caal 3luall =85 .0
Bl Ayl ] cuad
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6. Hand in hand the brides began their circle dance.
. Now; 1-envied-my-wounded neighbor

Because with a calm snore she cursed

the universe and gave her soul up to the stars...

- Envy: to feel jealous of someone "way/ jla"

- Wounded: injured (zs.%=)

In (I envied my wounded neighbor), the German woman envied
the stabbed woman because the stabbed woman is going to die and

- she won’t-witness-what this German woman is witnessing through

the window. You are in psychological state to the extent you envy
someone who is going.to die because something horrible is
happening outside your window.

- Calm: quiet (is2la)

- Snore: to make noises from noise while you are sleeping

_HLHI
- Cursed: damned "Uas ¢oed <ysla ™

s 1y (ASuaa 3313 (lSie aB b sl yadl el
Aoy yeetl sl ass (Y

el gola yueks LeY
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The related questions:
8. Was the woman telling of the story taking a risk sheltering ,
_ stabbed woman in her apartment? Why did she do it?
Actually, she was taking a risk and she did this because of her
" hurfianity and because of her emotions towards “this woman
because this is a fellow human being.

*

9. Where from does she witness the horrors she describes? Describe
- what was happening in your own words.
She witnesses the horror from her window. She was looking at

those women who were lashed.
*k sk

7.4nvain | sheok my fists-at the crowd.
“Dance,” they raved.

“Dance till you die, infidel beauties.
With your flapping tits, dance!

Smile for us. You're abandoned now.
You're naked slaves,

So dance like a bunch of cursed sluts.
We're hot for your dead bodies.”

- In vain: useless, or without any use "sxla 3"

Shook: past tense of shake (zil<)
Fist: il a8

Rave (v.): to shout loudly "¢ »<"
Infidel: someone who doesn’t believe in God " S/ 154 _»f‘—
(God) with capital ‘g’ means (4¥), while (god) with small
means (&) like (Sl s il 5 3a,e Y1 agdh,
- Abandoned: deserted or left "Oe 33/ A"

Don’t mix between (desert) i.e. (s]~<) and (dessert) i.e. ().
- Naked: without clothes

- Bunch: a group of something "4c sena"
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- Slut: a woman without manners "aa s 8 jal"
- We’re hot: this expression means that we want and desire your
bodies for scxual pleasure

APE-T S S
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Let us see the related questions:
10. Why did the brides begin their circle of dance?

Because they-were afraid of violence. The ladies were dancing
to amuse the men.
%
11. Why does the woman envy her stabbed neighbor? Explain.

She envied her neighbor because she was about to die. She was
fighting against the men, and she was dying courageously, so the
German woman wishes that she was in her place because the
German woman has resistance only in her mind and this is passive
resistance because she doesn’t do anything.

- Resistance: 4« slia

- Passive resistance: duluw/Aiclaa 4. glia
E 3

8. Twenty graceful brides collapsed.
" “Get up,” the crowd screamed,
- Brandishing their swords
Then someone brought a jug of kerosene.
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Human j'ﬁ;ti_'c_é_, [ s_pit in your face.
The brides were anointed.
“Dance,” they thundered—
“Here's a fragrance you can't get in Arabia.”
With a torch fheyset
The naked brides on fire
- —And the charred-corpses rolled-and tumbled
| To their deaths... U ST S V" — T
They burned them alive, so this is a horrible ending. These men
_ are merciless (ies Ml caae) ie. they don’t have mercy in their
hearts.
- Graceful: lovely or nice "dsa"
-~ Collapse: to break down or to fall on the floor " e
- Brandishing their swords: < sl 75
It means to threaten (%) someone by your sword.
Jug: G20
Kerosene: the fuel of airplanes
Spit: Gax
Anoint: to spread/to spry "ua "
Thundered = raved: to shout loudly (¢ =)
Fragrance: perfume " jhe"
The fragrance here is ‘kerosene’.
_ Arabia: the Arabian Peninsula (sl el 405)
‘ Arabia’ here refers to the whole Middle East (g1 3,AN).
- Torch: 4=
- Charred: cinders (ste_/iesiic)
- Rolled: to move in a circular way ((EERY
- Tumbled: fell (<ihiw/isa)

i

]
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9. I slammed my shutters,

Sat down next to me dead girl

And asked: "How can | dig out my eyes?”

- Slammed: to shut something in a very fast way (e _ (i)
- Shutters: 33Ul e jae/ b

- Did out: take out (i)

She wanted to dig out her eyes in order not to see such horrible

things.

cu.:g_)l.aa.ﬂ C'.J.El:‘i B
4 3 il ulag
"Srue plBl o I as" el

Let us see the related questions:
12. What happened when the brides collapsed, and couldn’t rise

again?
First, the crowd shouted "get up", and then someone brought

kerosene and poured it on the ladies and burned them.
E 3
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13. What happened next? What is the “fragrance’ the ma dly inc
men are talking about?

- Incensed: angry
So, the word "fragrance” here is used in ironically (i ) ¢
" make fui of the situation. T T - edian |

enseqd

*

~+ 14, What is the end? Is it the end of the story, the brides, o is it

really the end of humanity? Why does the woman want to dig her eyes
out? Explain.

- This is not only the death of-the brides; it is the death of
humanity and the death of human morals (aLa¥! 33aY) @ 5a),
~ The woman wants to dig her eyes out because she saw those
~horrible things.
The questions of comprehension are homework for next time.
You also need to prepare the two next texts with their questions.
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