HELLO EVERVONE!

Answering a question about plot, the instructor said:
We said that the novels are reflective of real life. Some of the motifg j;, the
plot itself might be that in the characters wanting to do or ng

L to g
. = . i
something. So the motif itsclf can be from the characters. Other motifg 4,
search, conllict, journcy, adventure, etc.

50 we have two kindys of the plot:

- Eitther built on the base of the human nature 1tself that is reflecte
through the character

- Or the other motifs like journey, mystery, search, etc.
ok

* What is the definition of the plot?

It is a series of events that arc organized chronologically in which the
emphasis is based on causality L

* What does causality mean?

p——

It means the connection between one event and another.
We differentjated between story and plot. We said that plot is the
connection between events; it is an organization of these events.
The storv is related to_time. Today 1 woke up, took a means of
transportation, went to university, and gave lectures. This is a story. In plot, 1
might not go through this sequence of time; it may be another chronological
but it is absolutely a logical onc. 1 might begin my novel by saying:

It was a very nice day in the university. But waking up today with the
glaze of light on my eyves w

as very different for me as I prepared myself'to go
and give lectures. ' '

Notice how I began by being at the unjversity. Then I had a flashback to
what happened in the morning. Then I turned back to continue my story.
The plot is the organization of the storv, =

%ok ok
The structure is an organization of the plot and other elements. The plot is
the organization of the story and the events that are arranged in a

chronological way. The structure is a larger element that includes other
main components of the novel.

e What are the main components of the novel?
Characters, plot, theme, dialog, and setting.

.. We will find out that the structure is the larger element that includes all of
these components 1n a kind of organization. It organizes the plot itself,

o What is larger, the plot or the structure?

The structure is larger and broader.
- Again:
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- Plot organizes story.
- Structure organizes plot.
L X ¥

A ':: 51{‘]“1 carlicr, the story is a collection of episodes according to time
sequence. The structure is broader than all of the other elements because it

organizes the elements of the novel.
¢ What is structure in Arabic?

It is Ll
We 1.ﬂ_ll leamn that there is a difference between structure and form.
Form is JS&I
the thematics

Structure is different from the form. The forn, the plot,_and
are the three _elements that are very important in the organization of the

structure.
*kk

e IfI have a novel without a plot, what would happen?

The events will be scattercd meaninglessly.

We said that an arrangement should be present in the novel even if we
have analepsis which is a flashback.

- Analepsis: flashback

- Prolepsis: flashforward

- Ellipses (Omission): wh

Ellipses have two kinds:

Marked ellipsis: we have dots

Ummarked ellipsis: we don’t have dots, but we might have "two weeks
later" or a date that is written to indicate a new section or a new episode.

ant role because a novel might

Here is when the structure plays an import
hniques, but this novel is

have a successful plot, characters, and narrative tec
(chapters).Structure is represented through

divided into sections and episodes

these divisions of chapters or sections ot episodes.
We will learn that the novel might not be sectioned or divided at first

when the writer is still writing it. Actually, novelists follow the same steps:
they plan for their characters, name them, what they do, how they would die,

etc. The last step is writing the novel itsell. -
We are going to learn how the writer chooses the suitable setting in order

to be able to write a successful piece of writing.
The first version of a novel is

novel as a whole from beginning to end. Then before publishing, the wr

rends to section the novel. The purpose of this process is that the reader needs

some time to pause and reflect on what he has read and he i about to read.

en we have something deleted

called a manuscript. A manuscript is the
iter
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These stops and pauses are found at the end of a chapter or the end of ,
section. This is the structure of the novel.

This division is done in order for the reader to take a rest. This shouldyr,
take place in the middle of an event. Usually at the beginning of each Chapte,
you'll find a subtitle or a certain line that gives you a hint about what YOu are
about to read.

The structure is what gives the novel a form JS3f

There is a big difference between form and structure. Structyre is
manifested through dividing the novel into chapters and divisions (sections).
Some writers may divide the book into scenes. Some may divide the same
book into two books, cach book into chapters, and each chapter into scenes.
This makes it easier for the reader.

Borth plot and structure are used for organization and arrangement.

The _guestion _that _we answer when we talk about setting is when
(temporal, time) and where (spatial and space).

The guestion that we answer when we talk about structure is how _we
organize the novel

Page 36:

-~

7. Structure \

Structure and plot are closely related to each other, and it might have made .
sense to include this section as a sub-section of ‘Plot’. But the term ‘structure’ |.
does, properly, refer to something rather different from plot. If we can think |
| of the plot of a novel as the way in which its story is arranged, its structure |
involves more than its story, encampassing the work’s total organization as a
piece of literature, a work of art.

Plot and structure are both used for organization so they are meant to be
logether. Structure is a subsection of plot.

We said that plot _is an _arrangement or organization of events in a
chronological order in which the emphasis is on causality. The Structure is
the arrangement of the components of a novel (characters, dialogs, theme,
selling, elc). .

We also differentiated between plot and story: the story is the series of
events arranged in a time sequence.

The total organization that makes the piece of literature successful is the

Struclure.

Nor are the terms ‘structure’ and ‘form’ to be confused: the latter term]
does not normally include thematic elements in the work ( see my comments
later-on concerning ‘theme’) whereas these are involved in a novel's structure.
Structure involves plot, thematics, and form: it refers to our sense of a novel's
overall organization and patterning, the way in which its component parts fit
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gt ek, s e oy
* What docs a novel's s_t;ﬁaﬁ;;_i,fﬁ,[m?
Write with me please:
Ladll joladi Dyl 4 old Dty (i Cuakii N LG Ll 4 Aad! o sinei US 13
Layplot Suligrory

We said that the plot organizes
es the sto
Lif  Jaal ¢ Jass ! Ay Ll !
L ; 9 DLy sll S Jaall ISH Lzl Taty Ll of
- Plot organizes the stary, et
- Structure Organizes the plot and the other elements of the novel.
- Structure is different from form.
- Structure Ll
- Form Js
- Plot4sall
Structure f:*fmfve.s' plot, theme, and form. This means that the purpose of
the structure is to connect between plot. theme, and form.
Structu_re isn’t only an element of the novel but it is the broader element in
novels. It is the element that organizes the novel.
Ek

* In the book they’re saying: Structure involves plot, thematics, and

form. What is thematics?
When I talk about A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens, [ say the

the main themes in the novel are love and sacrifice.
Thematics means 239! Jasll g 50 30

This is very important; the structure involves plot, thematics, and form.

Keep this sentence in mind.
o What does patterning mean?
Patterning means structuring.
The novel’s overall organization; 4 s U S apkaiill

Write please:
Without the structure, we don’t have a pattern and we don't have an

organization al all, ‘ .
The definition of the overall organization of the novel: the way 1n which
its component parts fit together to produce a totality, a satisfying whole - or,
of course, the way in which they fail so to do.
Write please: _ =
1 UpSall lja ¥t Ali lgd p2lis 31 4D b))

Ll of (ol AlalSia LS LIY Lyl &
1 4 o2 lici Luis Laalair i U Gyl 5 Lual i) ol 4 structure

Gl g ol 4 ySall ]
P totality z4Gy
Tig‘_’)“ I.,f"' structure ;_)S-i 33> ujﬁ Ll g.'t“ ﬁq.‘ﬂ‘ I La
5 AYDI© 2023
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The divisions. The structure itself is reflected lhruug[‘ “‘_’3 ﬁhaﬂi‘-‘f&
| Aacdia Ayl y ) ag Cun

5 Jaall qisd 3l & Jpmaill o3 o chapters Jy=d o i
structure 4l ;.0
So far we have talked about how the structure is connecled to the plot by,
is a broader clement than the plot. We also talked about how the plot
organizes the story, and how the structure urganize§ Pl{_:ul. theme, and fory,
We also talked about the definition of structure which is a sense of overa)|

organization of the novel.
ko

Very often the chapter and section divisions made by the author impose »
structure upon a work - or bring out one that is implicit but not overt in 11\
I

already.
Write please:
Jaal e gy i iy haadly Jpead (M 4Bl gy COSD G f
Here we are talking about the physical image of structure. What gives the

work structure is the divisions that writers make on it.
Bl b o0l gy ) Sl 3 oS T o

We said that the structure might be implicit or explicit (overt).
The opposite of explicit is implicit.

o e ok
Now we are going to talk about the manuscript which is before dividing
the novel into sections. Let’s read
 ttis interesting to read Conrad’s The Shadow Line in his manuscript version,
in which there are no section divisions, and then to see how differently the
published text of the novel reads with these divisions included. Very. often
such divisions perform the useful function of telling the reader when he or she
can pause and put the book down for a bit, and as it is at these points of time
that we think backwards over what we have read and forwards to what we
hope for or expect, such divisions can be very significant. _1
The first manuscript version of the novel might be different from the

sectioned and divided version.
Manuscript means o) pada e 4l (5l 43 4 2a gy ¥ A Dy 1 Y Japlessd

e pldl

The purpose of these divisions is:

1. You can pause and put the book away

2. You can reflect upon either what you have read or what you are
expecting to read

The practical benefits of the structure; it gives a kind of nrﬁam'mff&__ﬁ_ﬂﬂii
it gives the reader time to pause,

Write with me please:

____________..-—-"'
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L . :i v s 1N P .
Jadlsa

) *
...;I.,Actuallyf reading a novel without a structure is like going to a forest

Nl 2 . ¢ |- I]S I. »
L : : l : Iid ‘l‘e llll(-'s - l 1

*

Order and.throﬂﬂlﬂgh' - issues upon which we touched when talking of plot
. can be crucial to the matter of structure.

~ The difference between a novel's ‘story and its plot can tell us much about
jts structure. B
= We talked about order and said it is related to plot and to chronology.

Chronology &sJll (el ¥ o) (a3l Juducl

Order and chronology are part of the plot; they are NOT part of the
structurc.

We said that the structure is manifested through the sections or the
chapters of the novel. Do you think there are a specific number of pages for a
chapter? Are there any guidelines to sectioning the novel?

 The number of pages of a chaptet isnot fixed. e
L T Gl resisibn e R G D
"« What connects the clemerits'of the novel? e s i
b e Structure. o e i t g oo i et

s What does the sfru_ctufg"'éﬁﬁn:éc,t;!'i% gt
= Plot, theme, and form L PSR

;o Can we say th t what _'_diffur_éhtiﬁ"tés_-a certain writer from another

iﬂﬁésﬁu‘cture? i e R g
“The successful structure makes a‘writer different from other writers
that are not very successful in dividing their novels. o
““An important factor in deciding ‘whether the writer 18 snecessful or

a5

= i

Wot s the structure of the movel because (he organization of all the

aonents s done throigh the structure Hself Lo it s
nents is done th b

Now let’s move to setting. The setting is the time and the place. We will
find out that the setting might be another word for the context. The e
not only the temporal (time) context or the spatial (.Spa':.ﬁ) context; it might be
the historical context, the ge@gmphical context which is related to the spatial

context, or the social context. . 2, .
We will find out that the writer finds himself wrting about what he 1s

familiar with. For example, Hanna Mena is very imcrcstf:d in the sea and
sailors because it is the place that he is well-acquainted with; he knows the
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sea and the life of the sailors. Naguib Mahfouz wrote SO many works abgyy

Cairo nnc! life in it because he knows what it is like to live in Cairo.
In addition, to write about the lower classes 1S different from writing ahgyy

'J_"T upper classes and difTerent from writing about the middle classes that
lived in Egypt until the 1980s. A writer who knows about the life in Egyp
would knpw the time and the place and also the social context.

Sometimes a writer might be able to write about issues in older times
because writing about the present might cause him problems with the
government or with the three taboos (religion, politics, and sex). So as a
writer, [ go to a sctting in the past and talk about issues that are still
happening now.,

Why would it be easy for me to talk about Damascus in a novel?

BecamF I know the time and the place. We also can have a parallel
hehw::en rich neighborhoods side by side with poor neighborhoods; this is a
very interesting variation that others outside Syria wouldn’t be acquainted
with. So my power as a writer lies in my background information about the

seltine of my novel.
The book introduces us to Charles Dickens who is the writer of many

navels. the majority of which are set in London because he is well-aware o
what's happenine in London and of the down world there. The down world is
the world of the poor and the criminals. In Arabic it is ¢'s>¥s ALy ple

We will know that there are three reasons why Charles Dickens chose

London. At certain times, the sctting is not only the place; it is about being

! . : i
able to understand relationships and social life.
When a writer chooses to write about the future, he must imagine how the

communication between people will be. He is choosing a place and a time in
the future and he must choose a futuristic way of communication and human

relationships.

- Setting in Arabic is ¢/Sally b3V but in our case it is Gl y GRSy N
plal
' 8. Setting

£
' rms about which recent literary critics have felt

‘Setting’ is one of those te
ps too-simple

increasingly uneasy. Does the term not suggest a perha
relationship between characters and action an the one hand and the context
within which these take place on the other? Doesn’t it sound rather

unsatisfactory to talk about the Nottinghamshire ‘setting’ of D.R. Lawrence’s
kshire ‘setting’ of Wuthering Heights, as if the same

sons and Lovers or the Yor

actions might conceivably have taken place elsewhere - in Tunbridge Wells or
Minnesota? The fact that so many characters in Emily Bronte’s hovel have
names that are also the placenames of towns and villages around her native

AYDIO 2023
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Haworth suggests a relationship between character and environment too
organic, we feel, to be dﬁr@ed with the term ‘setting’

In structure we answered the question "how": how to organize a novel. In
theme we_answer_the_question "when_and where" when and where is_the
novel taking place?

There 1s a relationship between characters and action because when we
decide the time and the place and social context, we have to decide how the
characters look like and how they live. For example, if [ want to use a mobile
phone in the 1980s, it is not correct because we have to go through all the
details of the time and place when we form our novel. That is why the book
is talking about a relationship between characters and action under the
umbrella of setting.

@ Nottinghamshire is a place. D.H Lawrence is a writer. Sons and Lovers
is the title of a novel.

@ Yorkshire is a place (a town). Wuthering Heights is a novel by Emily
Bronte.

The book 1s talking about the fact that these novels would have been
different if the events took place in other places. To happen in Britain is
different from happening in the USA. This is because in the USA there were
all sorts of people but in Britain there were upper and lower classes. In the
USA there is a division between white and black people. If Catherine was
black in Wuthering Heights for example, she would have run after Heatheliff,

Actually, Emily Bronte did not choose names for her characters
arbitrarily; she chose them as related to names of places that she is familiar
with around the town that she lived in. This is the element of familiarity that
we talked about; the writer chooses from what he is well-acquainted with.
There is even a more organic relationship between the characters and

environment in Bronte’s novel because their names are taken from the names
of places and towns.

But it is important to be aware of the context within which the action of al

novel takes place - and this does not just mean its geographical setting; social
and historical factors are also important,

So we have geographical setting, social_and historical factors, and time
and place. All of these elements are related to setting and to context itself.

Sometime the choice of a suitable setting helps an author to avoid the need
to write about things that he or she is not good at, or interested in, writing

about. It was convenient for Conrad, for instance, that his ships often
contained no women.

Joseph Conrad is the author of the novella Heart of Darkness. He was a
sailor. At that time sailors were only men because ships used to go into the
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sea for months. He is well-acquainted with sailors and with life at the sea. He

didn’t include women in the majority of his novels. B e

A setting in the historical past can often help an author 10 avoid |
contemporary issues about which he or she feels confused; the setting that
E.M. Forster chooses for Howards End enabled him to avoid writing about the
very poor. It is generally agreed that Jane Austen chose settings for her novels
which allowed her to exercise and conceal her weaknesses so far as her

knowledge of different sorts of people and of human experiences Was

concerned.
d some

~ Talking about something in the past helps the author avoi
problems. This may be applied to political and social 1ssucs.
The author E.M. Forster in his novel Howards End ch

about poor people because he lived as a rich man.

There is a novel entitled In the Eye of the Sun in which the events take
place in Egypt from 1965 to 1980. This novel is a good example of going
back and forth in time (flashback and flash-forward). 1t 1s filled with
analepsis and prolepsis to the exient that you get lost in it sometimes. The
writer herself is from the upper-middle class. She talks in her novel about her
own background living at that time because she is well familiar with the
middle classes. One of the characters is s0 similar to her father that we think
he is really her father. So she chose the setting of the class with which she is

acquainted; she didn’t choose a setting related to poor people because she

didn’t know them in real life.
The same applics to Jane Austen. Also Hanna Mena chose to write about
the life of the sailors.
We can say here that the writer is being sclective; he selects what to write
about: the characters, the place, the time, the action, the social context, etc
_and overlooks the settings and characters that he is not familiar with. -
help an author to avoid

A setting in the historical past can often
contemporary issues about which he or she feels confused; the setting that

E.M. Forster chooses for Howards End enabled him to avoid writing about the

ose not to write

‘| very poor. o
Write please:
o pasall ciiadl jalall e ALl oK1y Ayl Sl ) s o clpal bl
3 yalaa Yy gl

We said the Forster chose to write about the rich because he doesn't really

know anything about the poor people.

it is generally agreed that Jane Aus
allowed her to exercise and conceal her weaknesses so far as her knowledg

different sorts of people and of human experiences was concerned.
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Write with me:

..1-] N a 2 4 - . i % . -
H.!_ L:"“"ﬂd_)ﬁ-uu@hﬂhf‘dsudfa&uﬂ‘ip;rS':‘i 1!"“ N {5 i
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Moreover, Dicker 'sf an ice of L —
' ' F. ns's frequent choice of London as setting for his novels wa?ﬁ

fn:ement in nlher_wa;,m: the mass of concealed relationships, indirect forms
of human communication, and innumerable secrets to be found in London

offered a perfect opportunity to a novelist whose plots contain all of these

| elements in like abundance, \

3. Innumerable secrets o be found in London -

: » The example of Dickens and his choice of London is very imporiant for
the exam. .

Dickens’s frequent choice of London as a setting for his novels was
convenient in other ways: :

1. The mass of concealed relationships

2. Indirect forms of human c‘omnmmrc'm:'nn

3. Innumerable secrets (o be found in London

(These three elements) offered a perfect opportunity to a novelist whose
plots contain all of these elements in like abundance. N

Here they arc talking about the three reasons that made Dickens choose
London in all of his novels.

WTrite please: :

The reasons of choosing London as the setting of most of Dickens's
novels: :
ﬂujiwtghﬁ\Jith&thI&m@j
e iall y Blegal) il ol gl B (eSS BSH ARE ol s The city undemcﬂi

(:ﬁm);mnu,sdsai)*;}:m Gl il (e Rilide JEZ1 X

o

Example of an exam question: ' _ ,
Why did Charles Dickens choose London as a setting to his novels:

The city of London gives Dickens an opportunity to get in touch with:
1. The mass of concealed relationships
2. Indirect forms of luman communication

Dickens understood that human values and experiences could be d"'spl'a:fﬂil
in the physical environment; a novel such as Bleak House sees the phjtrsma
state of the London streets 10 mirror and to announce the values and inner

lives of the people and institutions to be found on and around them.

Write pleasc:
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Osdins it DKL et A wledy Jag pad OF bty Lo OlSy- wdties 2Sss OIS

; JAsd
Blod g Al 5le Sy elald T fd] oty il puSiad Gl 3195 231 At
L e R e gallly el o g e 523 SIS Lm0
" The author of the book is talking about the relationship between setting
and characters. A person is a product of the environment he lives in.

* You need to remember all the examples in the book.

Bleak House is a great novel by Charles Dickens. Bleak means gloomy or
sad. The title itself reflects what the environment of London at the time
looked like.

A classic example of this vision is to be found in this novel’s opening, one

that has been analysed so many times that further discussion of it is probably
unnecessary.

"This vision" is mirrored in the title itself, in the setting of the novel, and
in the values and experiences found in the novel.

Write please:

Sometimes novelists develop different things from their visions, especially
those who speak about cities. For example, writers introduced a different
Faris, a different Moscow, a different London, etc.

The narrative action is always included within a framework which refers
fo the environment which can be either physical or social.

I’m saying this because the time and place and social context have a great

influence on the characters and on the novel itself. The environment drives
the action of the novel itself.

ok ¥

We talked about setting. We focused on the relationship between
charac_lers and setting. 1 explained how authors choose appropriate setting.
We said that they have to be well-acquainted with the setting that they are

writing within,
Thank You

byist (3 gidl a i
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