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HELLO EVERYONE!
The text:

How to Live on Twenty-Four Hours a Day
by Arnold Bennett

PREFACE TO THIS EDITION

This preface, though placed at the beginning, as a preface must be, should be
read at the end of the book.

I have received a large amount of correspondence concerning this small work,
and many reviews of it—some of them nearly as long as the book itself—have
been printed. But scarcely any of the comment has been adverse. Some people
have objected to a frivolity of tone; but as the tone is not, in my opinion, at all
frivolous, this objection did not impress me; and had no weightier reproach been
put forward | might almost have been persuaded that the volume was flawless! A
more serious stricture has, however, been offered—not in the press, but by
sundry obviously sincere correspondents—and | must deal with it. A reference to
page 43 will show that | anticipated and feared this disapprobation. The sentence
-against which protests have been made is as follows:—"In the majority of
instances he [the typlcal man] does not premsely feel a passion for his business; at
best he does not dlsllke it. He begins, his husmess functions with some reluctance,
as late as he can, and he ends them with j joy. as early as he can. And his engines,
while he is engaged in hls business, are seldom at their full ‘h.p.*"

-1 am assured, 'in accents' of unmlstakable _sincerity, that there are many
busmess men—not merely those in hlgh pnsrtlons or. wnth fine. prospects, but
modest subordmates with no. hope of 'fbemg mu_ch better off—who do enjoy
_thelr busmess functlons-‘wh ' 'do no em, wh 'do.not amve atﬂle office as

always Imew |t. Both in
'-,spend long years ln

busmess (men wuh
‘a _n_lght genumely tlred !

_conscuentlously can into the ea,-“I g iy
rather than interests them. .

o
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But scarcely any of the comment has been adverse. Some people have
objected to a frivolity of tone; but as the tone Is not, in my opinion, at all
frivolous, this objection did not impress me; and had no weightler reproach
been put forward | might almost have been persuaded that the volume was
flawless!
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- A more, serious strlcture has, however. been offered—not in the press, but
by sundly obviously sincere couespondents—and I ‘must deal with it. A
reference 'to page’ 43 will - show ' that I’ ‘anticipated . and 'feared this
disapprobation The: sentence agaimt whidi protests have been made is as
follows:—"In the majority of imtanceshe [the typleal man] does not precisely
feel'a passion for":hisf Jusin at-best he. doe;_not dislike lt. He begins his

'busines's, are ;eldom at their full *h. p R R
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I am assured, In accents of unmistakable sincerlty, that there are many
business men—not merely those in high positions or with fina prospects, but
modest subordinates with no hope of ever being much better off—who do
enjoy thelir business functions, who do not shirk them, who do not arrive at
the office as late as possible and depart as early as possible, who, in a word,
put the whole of their force into their day's work and are genuinely fatigued
at the end thereof.

———
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| am ready to believe it. | do believe it. 1 know it. | always knew it. Both in
London and in the provinces it has been my lot to spend long years in
subordinate mtuattons of business; and the fact did not escape me tﬁat a
certain pmportlon of my peers showed what amounted to an honest passion
for their duties, and that ‘while engaged in those duties they were
really living to the fullest extent of which they were capable.
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Let us move to the homework.
" How to Live on Twenty-Four I-lours a Day
AmolclBennett : f STy ;
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[ The Daily Miracle

"Yes, he’s one of those men that don't know how to manage. Good
situation. Regular. income. Quite enough for howries as well as needs. Not
really extravagant.- And yet the fellow's always in difficulties. Somehow he
gets nothing out of his money. Excellent flat—half empty! Always looks as if
he'd had the brokers in. New suit—old hat! Magnificent necktle—baggy
trousers! “Asks you to dinner: cut glass—bad mutton, or Turkish coffee—
cracked cup! He can't understand it. Explanation simply is that he fritters his
income away. Wish | had the half of it! I'd show him—"

So we have most of us criticised, at one time or another, in our superior
way.

We are nearly all chancellors of the exchequer: it is the pride of the
moment. Newspapers are full of articles explaining how to live on such-and-
such_a sum, and these articles provoke a correspondence whose violence
proves the interest they excrte Recently, in a dally organ, a battle raged round
the questlon whether a woman can exist mcely in the country on L85 a year. |
have seen an essay. "How to Iwe on elght shrllings a week." But | have never
seen an essay, "How to Iwe on twenty four hours a day * Yet it has been said
that time is money That proverb unclerstates the case. Time is a great deal
more than money. If .you have_ time you ‘can’ obtaln money—usually But
though you have the wealth of a cloak-room attendant at the Carlton Hotel,
you cannot buy yourself a mmute more tlme than I have, or the cat by the f' re
has ; R ninag woh : ' ok
A Phllosophers have explamed space They have not explalned trme lt is the
lnexpllcable raw: materral of everythlng Wlth it all is. possrble, wnthout |t,
nothmg The supply of tlme ls_tr_uly a dail miracle, an’ affair genumely
astonishing when one ‘examines it. You wak'e'?up inthe. ntormng. ‘and lo! your:
purse is maglcally f‘ lled wlth twenty four hours of the'-unmanufactured tlssue
of the universe of your life! It is yours.‘ 108 us of possessions: A-
highly smgular commodlty, showered upon you ln a \nner as_.,:_sfrng“l.tlar_ _as__the
commodity. tselfli 7. L I G
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Let's start mterpretmg the scnpt

" Chapter One

The Daily Miracle il - .
" "Yes, he's one of those men that dont know how to manage Good
sﬂuation Regular income. Quite’ enough for quunes as/ well as needs. Not,
really extravagant. And yet the fellow's always in dlfﬁﬂ.lltl'___l D
gets nothing out of his money. Excellent flat—half.empty! Always
he'd had. the brokers in. ‘New. suit—old hat! Magniﬁcent necktie—-baggy
trousers! : Sl o : S
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Asks you to dinner: cut glass—bad mutton, or Turkish coffee—cracked cup!
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% " He can "t understand it. Explanation simply is that he fritters his income
‘away. Wish | had the half of it! I'd show him—"

'So we have most of us cﬁtldsod at one time or another, in our superior
way Gt
‘We are. neady aII cham:allors of tho /exchequer: it is the pride of the
moment. Newspapers are full of articlts explaining how to live on such-and-
such a sum, ;and, these articles provoke a correSpondence whose violence
proves the interest they oxute. Recendy in a dain organ, a battle raged round
thequesuonwhetherawomancanexistmcelylnﬂtecountlyonlﬁayw I
have seen.an usay ‘"How to live on eight shillmgs a woek.' But | have never
seen an essay, "How to live on twenty-four hours a day.~
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Now, I will give the translation of the following text:
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Preface
. Dear humans, dear donkeys, :
| was supposed to write these theses in"the form of diaries. But | deeply
thought' this way would cause me a lot of problems that are complicated and
never-ending.-| had to'bear in: mmd that my readers are classified into two
categories; humans ‘and donkeys. All donkeys belong to: the realistic school;
they are interested i iin the. asuperﬁcral meamng oof words, not in.deep meaning
or symbollsm. So'l have no’ problem with: them. Humans enjoy differences in
mood; some of them. belong to’ the symbollc school and the others to the
surrealistic school, and some:are, proud of Romanticism. Even the realistic type
consrder the other rneanmgs of words and overload rt with meaning. | find

myself embarrassed and [ feel reluctant from statmg dates For example when
I wrlte on the page 14J 7 year
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The problem I'm talking about did not Interest me at all because we
donkeys don't care about shape. We don't feel ashamed of an organ added or
removed from our bodles. This Is a problem for the humans themsatves In the
light of which my tragedies began. Nonatheless, | don't deny that | was the
center of a series of seriously significant events that lasted for quite a long
period. The problem, mataphorically speaking, Is not a problem from a
donkey's point of view. The confessor themselves was born with two talls. | am
here giving the truth without any addiction or omission saying that | lived
happily in the meadows with my colleagues and community which Is almost
Ilkeaforestsafeﬁ*omthedangersofwlldmlnnlsshulngll&nmmﬁnd
throughout the day without any fighting. I think if | were human with three

;mw;lmrmmmmwhsmﬂmm
do- with your character. Humans themselves are trying to remove radal or

dass discrimination. - .
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