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What is the difference between a holiday and a vacation in 

the United States? 

Model Paragraph 1 

Golden Week in Japan is a combined celebration of four 

holidays. The first takes place on April 29th, the birthday of 

the Emperor Showa, and commemorates the 64 years that he 

was in power. It is a time for the Japanese people to remember 

this important period in their history. The second holiday in 

Golden Week is Constitutional Memorial Day. This day 

marks the establishment of the Japanese Constitution on May 

3, 1947. The next holiday, on May 4th, is called Midorino-hi 

and is a day for people to be outside enjoying the 

environment. In fact, Midorino-hi means "green day." 

Children's Day, the fourth holiday of Golden Week, is on May 

5th. This holiday celebrates the health and happiness of 

children. Traditionally, this day was Boys' Day, and some 

families still recognize this. For example, they fly flags 

shaped like carp outside their homes to bring strength and 

success to their boys. In short, Golden Week is a whole week 

of celebration for the Japanese people. 
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Circle the topics and underline the controlling ideas in the 

sentences below: 

 

 

 

 

 

An Expensive Holiday 

Valentine's Day is a very expensive holiday. Typically, 

people who are in love with each other exchange gifts. The 

gifts often cost a lot of money, sometimes as much as $100. 

If you do not spend that much, your sweetheart might think 

you do not care. For example, one of the most popular gifts is 

chocolate. One box of nice chocolates may cost $20 or more, 

which adds up to a million dollars or more spent in the United 

States on chocolate for a single day! Flowers are also a 

common gift, and they cost more than chocolate, so sales of 

flowers may amount to $5 million in one day! In addition, it 

is often expected that you and your sweetheart will go out to 

dinner on that evening. A romantic dinner at a nice restaurant 

may cost $100 or more per person. In conclusion, if you plan 

to celebrate Valentine's Day, make sure you have a lot of 

money. 
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