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Hello Everyone! 

Course book: The Study of Language by George Yule.  

Chapters included:  

 Chapter 6: Morphology 

 Chapter 7: Grammar  

 Chapter 6: Syntax 

 Chapter 6: Semantics 

 .يف االمتحان هو ما يرد يف محارضات العائدي فقط ملطلوبا
********************* 

Chapter 6 

Morphology 
 

Morphology 

Language is a systematic set of arbitrary vocal and visual symbols that 

have conventionalized meanings to which they refer. This system is used 

for communication and operates in a speech community or culture. 

Since language is a system, it can be divided to smaller components for 

study and analysis. The smallest analyzable unit of a language is the 

phoneme ([p], [v], or [i:]). Yet, those phonemes are meaningless on their 

own. They are not meaningful unless they are combined together to 

form syllables and words. When combined together, words become a 

linguistic form that conveys a message. The field of study conserved 

with the investigation of the basic meaningful forms of a language 

is generally known as morphology.  The term morphology literally 

means “the study of forms,” it was originally used in biology, but since 

the middle of the nineteenth century, has also been used to describe 

the investigation that analyzes all those basic “elements” used in a 

language.  Those elements are what is called “morphemes.”  

1.1 Morphemes 

Word forms may consist of a number of elements. For example, word 

forms such as talks, talker and talking consist of one element talk and a 
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number of other elements such as -s, -er, -ed, and -ing. These elements 

are morphemes. Then, a morpheme is the minimal unit of meaning 

or grammatical function.  

*** 

1.2 Types of Morphemes 

A. Free Morphemes are those morphemes that can stand by 

themselves as a single word (table, person, fish, flower). 

 

B. Bound Morphemes are those morphemes those morphemes that 

cannot normally stand alone and are typically attached to another form 

(re-, er-, -ed, -s, -ing). These morphemes are called affixes. Affixes in 

English are usually prefixes, when they are preceding the form 

(morpheme) they are attached to. When they are proceeded by the 

morpheme they are attached to, they are called suffixes.   

 

C. Lexical Morphemes are the set of morphemes that carry the 

“content” of messages we convey. They are typically free morphemes. 

This class of morphemes (lexical morphemes) are also referred to as the 

open class because adding new members to this class is rather easy. 

 

D. Functional Morphemes is a set of morphemes that largely 

consists of the functional words of a language such as conjunctions, 

prepositions, articles and pronouns. They are also known as the closed 

class because we almost never add new functional words to languages. 

 

E. Derivational Morphemes are those used to make new words of a 

different grammatical category from the original stem (will be discussed 

later). For example, the morpheme -ful changes the meaning and 

grammatical categories of the stems care and harm to become the 

adjectives carful and harmful. Derivational morphemes are typically 

bound. 

 

F. Inflectional Morphemes are set of morphemes that do not 

produce a new word in the language. They rather indicate aspects of the 
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grammatical function of the word. For example, they may indicate plural 

or singular and past or continues tens. The inflectional set of 

morphemes is limited to only 8:  

- possessive “’s” (ex. my friend’s name is John.); 

- plural “s” (ex. The boys are in the room.); 

- third person singular “s” (ex. He likes apples.); 

- present participle indicator -ing (ex. John is writing an essay.);  

- past tense indicator -ed (ex. He wanted a car.); 

- past participle indicator -en (ex. He had taken the test before.); 

- comparative adjectives indicator -er (ex. White whales are larger 

than other types of whales.) and;  

- superlative adjective indicator -est (ex. Mount Everest is the 

highest summit on earth.)     

There is some variation in the form of these inflectional morphemes. 

For example, the possessive “’s” appears as “s’” (those boys’ bags). Other 

variations in these morphemes might be found in irregular verbs and 

irregular plurals.    

 

****  

* 

Morphemes 

Free 

Lexical 

Functional 

Bound 

Derivational 

Inflectional 
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Chapter 7 
Grammar 

 

Grammar 

The process of describing the structure of phrases and sentences and 

the rules that govern these structures in such a way to account for all 

grammatical sequences in a language is a way to define grammar. Thus, 

the grammar of English can be described as opposed to the grammar of 

French or Arabic because each and every language known to man has its 

own different ways of forming grammatical phrases and sentences.  

* 

2.1 Traditional Grammar 

Grammarians in ancient times provided well-established descriptions 

of languages such as Latin and Greek. In those descriptions the words of 

the language are categorized into what is called grammatical categories 

(nouns, verbs, adjectives, etc.). Grammarians who attempted to describe 

newer languages such as English or French adopted the categories 

exiting in the descriptions (grammars) of ancient languages. Moreover, 

Latin and Greek were the languages of knowledge; therefore, their 

grammars were taken to be the model for other grammars (the 

description of newer languages). The best-known terms from that 

tradition are those used in describing the parts of speech.  

* 

2.1.1 Parts of Speech  

Parts of speech are the terms used to label the forms in languages. 

English has the following grammatical categories (also known as parts of 

speech or word classes):  

- Nouns are words used to refer to people, objects, creatures, places, 

qualities, phenomena and abstract ideas as if they were all “things”. 

- Articles are limited to (a, an, the), which are words used with nouns 

to form noun phrases classifying those “things” or identifying them as 

already known. For expel you can have a banana or you can have the 

banana.    

- Adjectives are words used, typically with nouns, to provide more 

information about the things referred.  
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- Verbs are words used to refer to various kinds of actions (go, talk) 

and states (be, have) involving people and things in events.     

- Adverbs are words used, typically with verbs, to provide more 

information about actions, states and events (slowly, yesterday). Some 

adverbs (really, very) are also used with adjectives to modify information 

about things (Really large objects move slowly. I had a very strange 

experience yesterday). 

- Prepositions are words used with nouns in phrases providing 

information about time, place and other connections involving actions 

and things. 

- Pronouns are words used in place of noun phrases, typically 

referring to people and things already known.  

- Conjunctions are words (and, but, because, when) used to make 

connections and indicate relationships between events.  

* 

2.1.2 Agreement   

Agreement is another feature of linguistic structure described by 

traditional grammar. According to those grammars, words of different 

grammatical categories have to agree in “number,” “person,” “tense,” 

“voice” and “gender.”  In the sentence “Cathy loves her dog,” for 

example, the verb “loves” agrees with noun “Cathy” in person and 

number (third person singular “s”). Regarding number, the verb agrees 

with the noun in being singular. As for person, it involves the distinctions 

of first person (involving the speaker), second person (involving the 

hearer) and third person (involving any others). For example, we say that 

the verb loves “agrees with” the noun Cathy in the sentence Cathy loves 

her dog. This agreement is partially based on the category of number, 

that is, whether the noun is singular or plural. It is also based on the 

category of person, which covers the distinctions of first person 

(involving the speaker), second person (involving the hearer) and third 

person (involving any others).  

* 

2.1.3 Grammatical Gender  

In many languages nouns are classified based on their grammatical 

gender. While the distinction is clearcut when it involves the biological 

distinction between males and females, it involves ascribing masculinity 
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and femininity to nouns when the biological distinction between male 

and female is not applicable. Example form Arabic can be طاولة ـ كتاب  where 

those nouns cannot be assigned grammatical gender by means of 

biological distinctions between males and females. Those nouns have 

the aspect of femininity )طاولة( and masculinity (كتاب) assigned to them. 

In such languages, typically adjectives and articles have different forms 

to agree with the gender of the noun. Grammatical gender is useful for 

describing many languages, but may not be appropriate for describing 

other languages such as English.   

* 

2.1.4 The Prescriptive Approach (Prescriptive Grammar)   

Proponents of the prescriptive approach argue that the structure of 

English sentences should be like the structure of sentences in Latin. Such 

grammarians set out rules for the “proper” use of English. Examples of the 

prescriptive rules for English sentences are: never spilt an infinitive and 

never end a sentence with a preposition. Thus, sentences like “Who did you 

go with?” or “Mary runs faster than me” would be ungrammatical from a 

prescriptivist view. The grammatical form of those sentences would be 

“With whom did you go?” (Making sure not to end the sentence with a 

preposition) and “Mary runs faster that I”    

It might be useful to be familiar with this “linguistic etiquette” for the 

proper use of the language. however, it is worth considering if those rules 

can be appropriately applied to English. For example, in English, the form 

to + the base form of the verb (to visit) can be used with an adverb such as 

“suddenly”. According to the prescriptive rule “Never spilt an infinitive” 

meaning never have anything sperate between “to” and the infinitive the 

comes after it. Thus, the form “to suddenly visit” is ungrammatical from the 

prescriptivist view. Yet, native speakers use such a form. This is possible in 

English because such structure in English consists of two words. In Latin, in 

contrast, it is impossible, simply because such structures in Latin are made 

by adding a morpheme to the verb rather than combining two free 

morphemes to make a phrase. Thus, the question remains is it appropriate 

to carry this idea over into English? If it is typical for native speakers of the 

language to regularly split an infinitive, then such a structure in English can 

be grammatical and cannot be described as “bad” just because it breaks 

the rules of Latin grammar.   

* 
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2.2 Descriptive Grammar 

Grammarians realized that the rules of Latin may not always be 

applicable for the description of other languages. Therefore, a different 

approach emerged, i.e., the descriptive approach. In this approach 

grammarians collected and analyzed samples of the language as they 

are produced by its native speakers. Those grammarians attempted to 

describe the regular structures of the language as it was used, not 

according to some view of how it should be used. Thus, structures such 

as “Mary runs faster than me;” “who did you go with?” or “he used to 

suddenly visit me” are grammatical form the descriptivist perspective 

simple because they are often found in the structures produced by 

native speakers of English.    

Thank You 
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