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Lecture No. 5 

13.01.2023 

Hello Everyone! 

We’re going to continue with the history of the 17
th

 and the 18
th
 

centuries after King James I took the throne. 

It was a bloodless transition but then we had some opposers who plotted 

against King James in the gunpowder plot. It was a failed assassination 

attempt.  

Today we’re going to be introduced to the period of time after King 

James I descended from the throne. King James died. After that, his son 

King Henry took the throne. King Henry died a very short while after. 

Therefore, his brother King Charles I took the throne and brought about 

the most turbulent period in the history of the UK. There were a lot of 

conflicts, civil wars, and revolutions that wanted King Charles off the 

throne. 

The opposing parties were King Charles vs. the parliament, or the 

monarchy vs. the Republicans who wanted to rule England without the 

monarchy. They didn’t want the monarchy to be the sole source of power. 

They had their doubts about King Charles I due to political, religious, and 

economic reasons. 

During his reign, King Charles opposed the parliament so he dissolved 

it and decided to be the sole source of power. A lot of citizens didn’t agree 

with this and so they called him as a tyrant. King Charles I wanted religion 

to be even more reformed in England so that the people wouldn’t practice 

Roman Catholic rituals. He wanted to be religiously independent.  

The puritans are a branch of the Protestants that opposed King Charles 

because they wanted to have some sort of affiliation with the Roman 

Church. 

King Charles wanted another war so he created a parliament for his own 

benefit. It was a short-term parliament that reigned for a very short time 

until he got the funding he needed for the war and then he dissolved it. 

However, he didn’t receive the funding so he lost. He was losing so he 

fled. All these events were before the first Civil War. 

The royalists are people who supported King Charles I and the 

monarchy. The royalists and the parliamentarians went through the first 

Civil War in which the parliamentarians won. King Charles was handed 

over to the parliamentarians in order to be executed. He was executed by 



 

Literary Texts 3.5+6                                                                                   AYDI 2023 3 

the parliamentarians during the reign of Oliver Cromwell.  

Even though he lost the first Civil War, King Charles didn’t give up. He 

still exploited the religious and economic rights of his people in order to 

gather another army to go to another civil war. 

After he lost the second civil war, King Charles was executed. Even 

after the death of King Charles I, another civil war started because the 

people were not satisfied under the ruling of Oliver Cromwell. They 

wanted to restore the monarchy which is why this era (1660 afterwards) is 

called the Restoration. This is the period of the restoration of the 

monarchy into power. 

Again, King Charles I was executed. Oliver descended and turned 

England from a monarchy into a republic. The people were not satisfied 

with Oliver Cromwell because he was a puritan. The puritans were very 

extreme and strict. The people revolted against Cromwell and wanted to 

restore the monarchy into the power. 

King Charles II was exiled in France during the Civil War. They 

restored him to the rule and that’s why it’s called the Restoration. There 

was a lot of bloodshed from both sides. People went to Charles II and told 

him we’re not happy so please come back to rule. He signed the treaty 

which brought him back to England.  

Approximately 5 percent of the English population was victimized by 

the wars. That’s how bad it was.  

We said we had changes in the monarchy. Then we had the civil wars 

and the unrest. We had the Commonwealth Republic which is the 

Republic of Oliver Cromwell. Then the restoration of the monarchy took 

place.  

We said earlier that the descending of King James I was a bloodless 

transition of power because people were happy during the reign of Queen 

Elizabeth. When he descended to the throne, they expected the same. 

However after he died, the bloodless transition of power following the 

death of Queen Elizabeth I represented the calm before the storm. After 

the reign of King James I, England was swept away by conflicts. 

King Charles had many opposers. The reasons as to why people actually 

opposed King Charles are still debatable today. He was considered a bad 

king and they called him a tyrant. 

- The first reason is his belief in absolutism (انذكى انًطهك نهًهكٍح) King 

Charles I was known for as a rigid royalist. He supported the absolute rule 

of the monarchy and wanted the monarchy to be the sole source of power 
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in the state to the extent that he dissolved the parliament. 

- The second reason was his marriage. He married a catholic woman. 

We said earlier that the people back then had to follow the religion of the 

monarch. When King Charles I ascended to the throne, people were 

worried because they were already practicing Protestantism.  However, 

after he married a catholic woman they were worried about what religion 

they would follow. They had their doubts and they just wanted him off the 

throne.  

- The reason was his belief in the right of the elite. He focused on the 

preservation of the aristocratic life. In the class system, we had the 

aristocratic, the bourgeoisie, and then the working class. He cared mostly 

about the aristocratic and preserved their rights not paying attention to the 

other classes. 

- The final reason was his economic actions. He imposed taxes that 

affected the economy of the people, primarily taxes on the ships. These 

taxes made the people suffer economically.  

The combination of all of these reasons made people question the rule 

of King Charles and so they wanted to overthrow him.  

Due to these reasons, civil wars happened between the Royalists and the 

Parliamentarians. The Royalists had another name which was the 

Cavaliers. The poet Richard Lovelace was a cavalier poet شاعز انثالط 

The royalists were the supporters of King Charles I that believed in the 

supremacy of the monarchy. The parliamentarians or the Roundheads were 

opposers of King Charles I that demanded the republican rule of the 

parliament promoting the Commonwealth Republic led by the puritan 

Oliver Cromwell. They opposed the monarchy. They wanted a republic. 

They wanted the royalists out of the picture and the sole rule of England to 

go to the parliament.  

Three civil wars erupted in England between these opposing forces. The 

result was that the cavaliers lost and King Charles was arrested and 

publicly executed as we saw earlier. The country became a republic 

governed by the parliament and Oliver Cromwell.  

The parliamentarian army concluding that the permanent peace was 

impossible while Charles lived. So they concluded that having peace while 

King Charles was alive wasn’t an option. Therefore, they captivated him 

and executed him. 

On 20 January, Charles was charged with high treason against the realm 

of England and he was executed on 27 January.  
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These were the last words of King Charles when he died:  

I must tell you that the liberty and freedom [of the people] consists in 

having of Government, those laws by which their life and their goods 

may be most their own. It is not for having share in Government, Sir, 

that is nothing pertaining to them. A subject and a sovereign are clean 

different things. If I would have given way to an arbitrary way, for to 

have all laws changed according to the Power of the Sword, I needed not 

to have come here, and therefore I tell you ... that I am the martyr of the 

people. 

- He believed that the freedom of the people resides in having someone 

in power. 

- He said that if I gave up this power and let the parliament rule, 

anarchy is going to happen. 

- He said there is a difference between the sovereign and the subject.  

- He claimed that he is the martyr of the people which is something 

believed in by the English people until now. 

After the execution of King Charles, Oliver Cromwell seized the stone 

and made England a Commonwealth Republic. A Commonwealth is a 

traditional English term for a political community founded for the common 

good. So he wanted the good of the people. Historically, it has been 

synonymous with republic. 

It’s important to keep in mind that Oliver Cromwell was a puritan. He 

ruled England for two decades (20 years). During his reign, the strict 

austerity of the puritans was enforced which in turn agitated the people. 

During his reign, the royalists were planning with King Charles II to 

overthrow him and to restore the monarchy. This is precisely what 

happened actually. Then we have the restoration of the monarchy and what 

we call the Augustan Age. 

Note: the Jacobean era was called so because the name James is 

translated into Latin as Jacob. This shows that Latin was of a great 

importance at that time. 

King Charles was restored to the throne in 1616 and he ruled alongside 

the parliament. He didn’t come back to rule as a sole monarch. A little 

over half a century under the reign of King Charles II, the sense of peace 

was restored to England and the traumas of the bloody turbulence were 

overcome. 

Arguably, the poetry of the first half of the century was shaped entirely 
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by the civil war and its repercussions, while the poetry of the second half 

exhibited a marked consciousness of the lessons learnt from the chaos of 

the war, and the dictatorial rule of Oliver Cromwell. So the lessons that 

were learned under the dictatorial rule of Oliver Cromwell were shown in 

poetic themes, motifs, topics, and styles that invariably reflected the 

conscious reactions to all of these events, especially poetry. 

Literature had two reactions to what happened: decorum and 

extravagance. Decorum means etiquette. As a reaction to the times 

anarchy, an unprecedented interest in form and order took over to the 

extent where emphasis to the poetic convention and sticking to rhyme and 

meter was advocated, and the black verse tragedies were remodeled into 

conventional models. 

It was a period of anarchy. As a reaction to this anarchy, people wanted 

to claim to order. This was reflected in literature that they wanted the 

rhyme scheme and the meters and the form of the poem to be very strict. 

There was no blank verse. 

Note: Black verse was a poetic style that was used primarily in the 

Shakespearean tragedies where you write without a specific meter in mind. 

They took these tragedies written in blank verse and recreated them in a 

strict order as a reaction to the anarchy. 

The other reaction was a reaction of extravagance or luxury which was 

a reaction to the times of strict tyrannical religious rule of the puritans and 

to the sober austerity of the Puritanism. The word “sober” means not 

allowing people to be intoxicated with wine. An interest in extravagant 

lifestyle began to show in literature. 

This age was called the Augustan Age after the Roman Emperor 

Augustus; whose reign was marked by stability and splendor that inspired 

such great Roman poets as Virgil who is considered the father of pastoral 

poetry. The Augustus figure was a Roman figure who reigned in peace and 

everything flourished under his rule. Also, the Roman and Greek classics 

flourished under his rule. The Augustan Age has another name which is 

the Neoclassical Age. 

Neoclassic means creating a re-interest in the classics; they took the 

Shakespearean tragedies and reshaped them into new formulated poems. 

They did the same with the Roman and the Greek classics. That’s why it’s 

called the Neoclassical Age. 

You can find all the information in your books. 

THE SEVENTEENTH & THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURIES 
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Queen Elizabeth died in 1603. There were no possible heirs to her 

throne so her cousin, King James VI of Scotland, took over and was 

rechristened King James I of England. The smooth bloodless transition of 

power was a great relief to the people of England. It did not appear, at 

that time, to be a prelude to one of the bloodiest centuries in English 

history. Within less than half a century after James became king, England 

would be embroiled in a civil war that would result in the execution of 

his son King Charles I, and the beginning of the only “republic” in 

English history. It was called the Commonwealth, and was led by the 

puritan leader Oliver Cromwell.  

Literature was not insulated from the turbulent events that shook 

England, nor were poets who found themselves tom apart between two 

warring camps. Arguably, the poetry of the first half of the century was 

shaped entirely by the civil war and its repercussions, while the poetry of 

the second half exhibited a marked consciousness of the lessons learnt 

from the chaos of the war, and the dictatorial rule of Oliver Cromwell.  

Poetic themes, motifs, topics, and varying styles in, and approaches to 

writing almost invariably reflect conscious reactions to the social, 

religious and political changes that befell England during the 

seventeenth century. After the Restoration of the monarchy England in 

1660, it only seemed natural that the literature of the period would 

reflect a twofold tendency towards decorum and extravagance. This may 

appear to be contradictory, but is understood when one looks into the 

situation in England during the reign of Cromwell Decorum and an 

unprecedented interest in form and order appear to be reactions to the 

excesses of the civil war while extravagance a reaction to the sober 

austerity of the Puritanism that ruled England for over twenty years.  

Within less than half a century of the Restoration of the monarchy to 

England the trauma caused by the century of the civil war was replaced 

by a sense of confidence, vitality, and achievement. By the beginning of 

the eighteenth century, the sense of decorum and order that became 

prevalent after the return of Charles II England from his exile in France 

transmuted in literature into what we now know as the Augustan age. 

The name was after the Roman Emperor Augustus whose reign was 

marked by stability and splendor that nourished such great Roman poets 

as „Virgil, Horace, and Ovid. 

Great authors of the eighteenth century were not content with a 

allusion. The classical models of literature became the main, times the 
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only, source of inspiration for such great authors as Dryden, Pope, and 

Swift. The authors of the eighteenth century emulated the classics in 

form, style, and themes. Resurrecting the classical interest in rhyme and 

meter, Pope perfected the form of the heroic couplet. Dryden on the 

other hand attempted to rewrite stories of Shakespearean plays in order 

to show how great stories can be narrated by adhering to the rules of 

ancient authorship. The age of Dryden and Pope, as a result, acquired a 

new name: the Neo-classical age.  

Towards the end of the eighteenth century, three revolutions would 

raise doubts about the Augustan ideals, as we will see in the Romantic 

Age.  

***** 

George Herbert (1593-1633) 

George Herbert‟s father died when the poet was only 

three. At sixteen, when he was a student at Westminster 

School and King‟s Scholar of Trinity College, Cambridge, 

he wrote two accomplished and devout sonnets. His 

mother received the two poems with a letter 

announcing the young Herbert‟s dedication of his poetic 

powers to God. His fellowship at Trinity required him to join the clergy 

within seven years, but after being elected public orator (a springboard 

into higher positions at court) he left his university duties to proxies 

while he pursued a secular career.  

Two terms as a member of the parliament evidently disillusioned him. 

He was ordained deacon, installed as canon of Lincoln Cathedral, and in 

1630, having been ordained priest, received a living as rector of 

Bemerton. In 1629 he married his stepfather‟s cousin, and they adopted 

his two orphaned nieces. In addition to a prose treatise, he wrote many 

poems in both English and Latin.  

Shortly before his death, he sent his English poems to his friend, the 

Anglican clergyman, Nicholas Ferrar, asking him to publish them if he 

believed that they could “tum to the advantage of any dejected soul;” 

otherwise, Ferrar was to bum them. The poems collected in The Temple 

(1633) represented, Herbert wrote, “a picture of the many spiritual 

conflicts that have passed betwixt God and my soul, before I could 

subject mine to the will of Jesus my master.” Like John Donne, Herbert 

uses colloquial language and ingenious conceits and dramatizes the 
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meeting of a powerful intellect and intense faith. 

George Herbert was born on 3, April, 1593 and died in 1633. He was 

known for his writing of religious verse, primarily his volume of works 

entitled The Temple.  

When we say religious verse, we mean that he wrote verse praising God 

and talking about religion. He wrote the metaphysical poetry. 

“Metaphysical” means going beyond the physical and beyond the concrete 

concepts that we have in mind. 

Metaphysical poetry is poetry that aims to unite the physical and the 

spiritual in a metaverse. There was a divide between the physical and the 

spiritual because under the reign of the church, it wanted the spiritual to 

reign, so the men of religion suppressed the physical. The word 

“metaphysical poetry” was introduced by the critic Samuel Johnson. 

What they did in metaphysical poetry is that they asked all kinds of 

questions. They questioned God, religion, the ruling monarchy, and even 

reality. They asked all kinds of questions in order to emphasize the unity 

between the spiritual and the physical. Their primary area of questioning 

was sensuality and sexuality because they pertain to the physical aspects. 

The primary metaphysical poets were Andrew Marvell, John Donne, 

and George Herbert. George Herbert was ordained a deacon and then a 

priest. He was a clergyman in the church. Then he decided to pursue a 

secular career. He wanted to question everything. 

Metaphysical poets questioned everything and they did that using a 

colloquial language and a simple direct language. They refused to have 

very sophisticated verses. That’s why Herbert’s poems are very different 

from the Shakespearean poems. A beautiful poem by George Herbert is 

entitled Easter Wings. The poem itself looks like wings. That’s a very 

important aspect in George Herbert’s poetry and in the poetry of that era in 

general. People were obsessed with form and order. Herbert did the 

opposite. He didn’t want to be very strict in meter and in rhyme so he 

created this. This is an architectural poem because it has this physical 

shape that is entails its content.  

Let us move to our poem now. 

Jordan (1) 

By George Herbert 

 

Who says that fictions only and false hair 
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Become a verse? Is there in truth no beauty? 

Is all good structure in a winding stair? 

May no lines pass, except they do their duty 

Not to a true, but painted chair? 

 

Is it no verse, except enchanted groves 

And sudden arbors shadow coarse-spun lines? 

Must purling streams refresh a lover‟s loves? 

Must all be veiled, while he that reads, divines, 

Catching the sense at two removes? 

 

Shepherd are honest people: let them sing; 

Riddle who list, for me, and pull for prime: 

I envy no man‟s nightingale or spring; 

Nor let them punish me with loss of rhyme, 

Who plainly say , My God, My King. 

Student: Why is the first word of every line capitalized?  

Instructor: Because English poetry is written in this way. 

 The first stanza:  

The first question that he poses is: 

 Who says that fictions only and false hair  

 Become a verse? 

Fictions  انخٍال 

Why is it that only fictional characters are praised in poetry? Why 

would you have to create fiction and exaggerate beauty in order to write 

poetry? 

 is there in truth no beauty? 

By “truth” he means reality.  

Why can’t we find the truth of things poetic? Why can’t we write about 

things as they are without exaggerating? 

 Is all good structure in a winding stair? 

Winding stair means a descending stair. He’s calling the meter as a 

winding stair.  

Why does poetry have to have this structure of a winding stair?  

 May no lines pass, except they do their duty 
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Are we not going to consider poetry poetic unless it’s there to praise a 

king? Are we not going to consider any poem that does not praise a king a 

legitimate poem? 

 Not to a true, but painted chair? 

“True” here refers to God. 

Painted chair is the chair of the king.  

Their duty is to praise not a true but a painted chair. 

He’s saying: aren’t we going to consider poetry that praises God instead 

of the king poetry? Do we have to praise the king and consider him at the 

place of God in order to have our poetry circulate? 

The painted chair is a historical allusion because it refers to the king. 

 In the first stanza, he’s questioning poetry, the writing of poetry, the 

purpose of writing poetry, and finding the truth in verse. He’s questioning 

the fact that lines of poetry would only be specifically targeted for the king 

in order for it to be considered poetry. 

 The second stanza:  

 Is it no verse, except enchanted groves  

 And sudden arbors shadow coarse-spun lines? 

“Coarse-spun lines” means mediocre poetry. He’s criticizing this 

poetry saying it exploits this extravagance; it doesn’t express an idea 

because it’s just words. 

Mediocre poetry means simple poetry. This kind of poetry lacks value. 

He’s criticizing this mediocre poetry saying that the poets of such poetry 

use all these images in order to hide the fact that this poetry has no content.  

In the “enchanted groves” and the “sudden arbors shadow coarse-spun 

lines” he’s talking about the extravagance of writing poetry and the 

exaggeration. He’s specifically referring to pastoral poetry (انشعز انزعىي). 

So, “enchanted groves” and “sudden arbors” are imagery that is used 

in pastoral poetry. He’s saying that is it not verse unless it has these 

images to shadow and mask the coarse-spun lines “mediocre”? 

Note: Remember that we said that the pastoral poetry flourished in the 

Augustan Age.  

In pastoral poetry, we have idealized and naturalized places. They 

essentially praised nature and living in nature and being devoted to nature 

and praising God that exists in nature. They did so by creating elaborate 

images. He’s criticizing these exaggerated images saying: do I have to 

exaggerate images in order for my poetry to be considered good? 
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He’s criticizing the extravagance of language that is used in praising 

God. The perfect poem for him is a poem that would have the liberty to 

praise God in whichever way he wants; in the most direct way possible by 

simply stating My God, My King. 

 Must purling streams refresh a lover’s loves? 

Streams are streams of water.  

Purling means انًرذفمح 

He’s again criticizing the pastoral poetry. The “purling streams” is an 

image that is used in pastoral poetry that praises nature. 

 Must all be veiled, while he that reads, divines, . 

 Catching the sense at two removes? 

Veil means ٌذجة 

The pronoun “he” refers to the poet who writes pastoral poetry.  

كم هذِ انصىر نكً َذجة انًضًىٌ؟ هم عهى انشاعز أٌ ٌضرخذو كم هذِ   هم عهٍُا اصرخذاو

 انصىر نكً ٌضرطٍع يذح هللا؟

In pastoral poetry, they use extravagant natural imagery in order to 

praise God and he’s criticizing that.  

“Two removes” means two attempts.  

Those poems that have very sophisticated imagery cannot be understood 

from one reading so you have to have two attempts at trying to decipher 

these images in order to reach the content. He’s criticizing the 

sophistication of these poems. 

 The third stanza:  

 Shepherds are honest people: let them sing; 

Shepherds means انزعاج 

Shepherd is a main theme in pastoral poetry. Every pastoral poem calls 

shepherds into the image because “shepherd” doesn’t only mean (ًانزاع) 
but it also pertains to Jesus Christ who had a flock of followers. So the 

word “shepherd” has religious connotations as well as natural 

connotations. 

As we said, pastoral poetry praises God by praising nature and by 

creating this natural imagery. Pastoral poets exaggerate the life of 

shepherds. 

 Riddle who list, for me, and pull for prime: 

Riddle means puzzle 

List means wishes 
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Write about these shepherds but don’t exaggerate them because they’re 

simple people; let them sing and let them be and write about them as they 

really are. 

 I envy no man’s nightingale or spring; 

People criticized Herbert saying that he is criticizing this poetry because 

he cannot write like it. He’s saying that he doesn’t envy their extravagant 

images.  

 Nor let them punish me with loss of rhyme,  

He’s saying: they are criticizing me and claiming that I’m envious of 

them and that’s why they’re punishing me by criticizing my poetry for 

lacking their conventions. Because I chose to write by this way which 

rebels against this, they are punishing me and saying that my poetry is not 

worthy of attention.  

 Who plainly say , My God, My King. 

Plainly means simply. 

“My God, My King” is a reference to a verse in the Bible.  

He’s saying: even though I find these forms of poetry clichés, I don’t 

judge them and they shouldn’t judge me for my poetry. Your devotional 

pastoral poetry is extravagant and it focuses more on painting images than 

on praising God. I, on the other hand, write poetry that is very simple and 

plain and that states “My God, My King”. I’m criticizing you but I’m not 

judging you; you’re free to write whatever you want. On the other hand, 

I’m free to write in whatever devotional form I want. 

 Figures of speech:  

The first figure of speech is in the title. Notice that in the entire poem 

we didn’t mention anything related to Jordan. Why dose Jordan stand for? 

It’s a biblical allusion of the river of Jordan. It is the place where Jesus 

was baptized. That is why he’s using this title of the poem. It gives the 

religious tone to the entire poem. 

He is actually contrasting this river to the streams that we talked about 

in the poem when he said: “Must purling streams refresh a lover’s loves?”. 

These streams are nothing compared to the actual stream where Jesus was 

baptized.  

He’s saying to pastoral poets that these images that you create about 

streams are overshadowed by the beautiful actual truth that is found in the 

Jordan River itself. 

- Line 1: Alliteration (fictions, false) 
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- Line 2: Alliteration (structure, stair) 

- Line 5: Historical allusion (painted chair) 

Note: anaphora is the repetition of the same words in two successive 

lines. 

- We have anaphora in:  

Must purling streams refresh a lover’s loves?  

Must all be veiled, while he that reads, divines, 

- Alliteration (let, loss) 

There are more figures of speech but this is enough. We’re going to take 

another poem by Richard Lovelace. 

Richard Lovelace (1618-1657)  

 Richard Lovelace was born m England to a wealthy 

Kentish family and was educated at the Charterhouse 

School and Gloucester Hall, Oxford. Handsome and witty, 

he lived the life of a cultured courtier before taking arms 

for the king in the Scottish expeditions of 1639-40. He 

was imprisoned by Parliament in 1642 for presenting a 

Royalist petition, and he was jailed again in 1648 after returning to 

England from battles where he had fought with the French against the 

Spanish. Although he was released from prison after the king‟s execution 

in 1649, Lovelace spent his final years in poverty. One of the group of 

Royalist writers now known as “Cavalier” poets 1, he was strongly 

influenced by Ben Jonson. Lovelace is best known for occasional poems 

and lyrics that were written mostly during his periods of imprisonment; 

his “To Althea, from Prison” regained popularity after its inclusion in 

Percy‟s Reliques2 of Ancient English Poetry (1765), as did his “To 

Lucasta, Going to the Wars.” The name Lucasta (“from Lux -casta [Latin] . 

“pure light “) probably refers to Lucy Sacheverell, Lovelace‟s fiancee, 

who married another man after receiving a false report of Lovelace‟s 

death. She is honored in the title of Lovelace‟s one volume of poems 

published during his lifetime (Lucasta, 1649) and again in the 

posthumous collection published by Lovelace‟s brother (Lucasta Poems 

Posthwne, 1659). 

He was a royalist cavalier poet. He supported the king. His poetry was 

influenced by his experience with politics and associations with important 

figures of his time. 

As we said, the literature of the time was influenced by the events and 
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Richard Lovelace’s poetry is an example of that influence.  

He was imprisoned for supporting King Charles I and he wrote the 

poem that we’re going to read today from prison. It’s entitled To Althea, 

from Prison. 

Lovelace is also known for his poems To Lucasta, Going to the Wars. 

The name Lucasta actually is his beloved “Lucy”. In Latin, Lucasta means 

pure light. 

He was a cavalier poet who supported the king, and he was captivated 

for supporting the king. He was imprisoned for supporting King Charles I.  

To Althea, from Prison 

BY RICHARD LOVELACE 

 

When Love with unconfined wings 

Hovers within my Gates, 

And my divine Althea brings 

To whisper at the Grates; 

When I lie tangled in her eye, 

And fettered to her eye, 

The Gods that wanton in the Air, 

Know no such Liberty. 

 

When flowing Cups run swiftly round 

With no allaying Thames, 

Our careless heads with Roses bound, 

Our hearts with Loyal Flames; 

When thirsty grief in Wine we steep, 

When Healths and draughts go free, 

Fishes that tipple in the Deep 

Know no such Liberty. 

 

When (like committed linnets) I 

With shriller throat shall sing 

The sweetness, Mercy, Majesty, 

And glories of my King; 

When I shall voice aloud how good 
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He is, how Great should be, 

Enlarged Winds, that curl the Flood, 

Know no such Liberty. 

 

Stone Walls do not a Prison make, 

Nor Iron bars a Cage; 

Minds innocent and quiet take 

That for an Hermitage. 

If I have freedom in my Love, 

And in my soul am free, 

Angels alone that soar above, 

Enjoy such Liberty. 

Right from the start we can sense the themes of the poem: imprisonment 

and liberty. 

 The first stanza:  

 When Love with unconfined wings 

 Hovers within my Gates, 

 And my divine Althea brings 

 To whisper at the Grates; 

“Grates” means bars 

He says I’m imprisoned and surrounded by these gates and grates. 

Notice that Love is capitalized. This is a metaphor comparing love to a 

bird. 

He’s saying: when love comes to hover over the gates of my 

imprisonment brining about my beloved Althea to whisper at the grates, 

 When I lie tangled in her eye, 

 And fettered to her eye, 

 The Gods that wanton in the Air, 

 Know no such Liberty. 

Fettered means يمٍذ 

Wanton means plays or roam freely.  

When I’m sitting in my prison cell and I sense love bringing about the 

thought of my beloved Althea, I feel freer that the gods outside. Even 

though I am surrounded by these concrete walls in prison, when I think of 

my beloved, I feel free as gods in the sky. 
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 The second stanza:  

 When flowing Cups run swiftly round 

 With no allaying Thames, 

Allaying means يخفف 

Thames is the river of Thames 

These cups are the cups of wine. We said earlier that there was this 

reaction to the strict austerity of the puritans. He’s talking about being 

forbidden to be intoxicated.  

 Our careless heads with Roses bound, 

 Our hearts with Loyal Flames; 

The pronoun “our” refers to the prisoners who are supporting King 

Charles I.  

 When thirsty grief in Wine we steep, 

 When Healths and draughts go free, 

When we get intoxicated, we let go of all this sense of imprisonment.  

 Fishes that tipple in the Deep 

 Know no such Liberty. 

Tipple is onomatopoeia because it’s the sound of the fish. It has another 

meaning which is ٌرزَخ 

He’s saying that the swimming fish are drunk because they’re 

swimming in the water and enjoying their freedom.  

When we get intoxicated, the freedom of the fish is nothing compared to 

our freedom. Actually, this intoxication he’s talking about is letting his 

imagination run wild. 

 The third stanza  

 When (like committed linnets) I 

 With shriller throat shall sing 

 The sweetness, Mercy, Majesty, 

 And glories of my King; 

 When I shall voice aloud how good 

 He is, how Great should be, 

 Enlarged Winds, that curl the Flood, 

 Know no such Liberty. 

Linnets is a type of birds. 

Shriller means more piecing voice.  

Even though I am confined, I will still -like birds- sing of the glories of 
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my king. I will still praise my king even when I’m in prison because I 

believe in him. When I voice my beliefs, I’m no longer imprisoned.  

 Until now, the poet mentioned three main ideas: 

- When he thinks of his beloved  

- When he lets his imagination go free 

- When he defends his beliefs in his king 

These thee things make the prison no longer existent. He’s physically 

imprisoned but spiritually he’s free. 

 The fourth stanza  

 Stone Walls do not a Prison make, 

 Nor Iron bars a Cage; 

 انجذراٌ ال ذصُع صجُاً، وال انمضثاٌ.

 Minds innocent and quiet Take  

 That for an Hermitage. 

Hermitage means يكاٌ اعركاف 

He’s saying: you think that if you put me in prison I’m going to lose my 

mind but I’m not in prison,; I’m free because these walls are just physical 

borders. I have my beliefs, my imagination, and the image of my beloved 

in my mind. That’s why I’ll always be free. 

 If I have freedom in my Love, 

 And in my soul am free, 

 Angels alone that soar above, 

 Enjoy such Liberty. 

If I have these things, I’m as free as angels. 

Student: In the last stanza, why is the word “take” capitalized?  

Instructor: To emphasize the action of taking and to stress the action of 

considering this the Hermitage.  

Meter: 

When Love | with un | confined | wings 

     1       2     3  4 

The first line has four feet so it tetrameter. 

The pattern is (unstressed/stressed) so this is iambic 

 The first line is iambic tetrameter 

Note: the word “wing” is one syllable at the end of the line of poetry; 

this is called a spondee. 
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Hovers | within | my Gates, 

 1     2      3 

We have three feet so this is trimeter.  

The pattern is (unstressed/stressed) so this is iambic.  

 This line is iambic trimeter.   

The poem follows a sequence of iambic tetrameter and iambic trimeter.   

Rhyme scheme:  

Throughout the poem we have the same rhyme scheme. This is because 

he was a royalist and so he followed the idea of decorum; sticking to form 

and to meter. This poem has a strict rhyme scheme and it follows the 

meter. 

On the other hand, we saw in George Herbert’s poem that he was 

criticizing all of these concepts. He wrote in a meter but he criticized it.  

Figures of speech:  

- When Love with unconfined wings: metaphor comparing love to a 

bird.  

- Here we have anaphora: the repetition of the word “our”: 

Our careless heads with Roses bound, 

Our hearts with Loyal Flames; 

- Here we have anaphora: the repetition of the word “when”. 

When thirsty grief in Wine we steep, 

When Healths and draughts go free, 

- Thirst grief: personification  

- (Wine, we): alliteration  

- Tipple: onomatopoeia  

We have throughout the poem a figure of speech called a refrain. A 

refrain is a line that is frequently repeated. At the end of every stanza we 

have the line “know no such Liberty”. This is called a refrain. 

A refrain is a line or more that is repeated in a poem or in a musical 

piece usually (but not necessarily always) at the end of the stanza. 

- Like committed linnets: simile 

- Mercy, Majesty: alliteration  

- Enlarged Winds, that curl the Flood: personification (the wings are enlarged 

and they are curling the flood) 

- Glories of my King: historical allusion (allusion to King Charles I) 

Thank You 
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Lecture No. 6 

20.01.2023 

Hello Everyone! 

Katherine Philips (1632-1664) 

Katherine Phillips is the very first poet that we’ve learned about. She’s 

the very first woman that we have begun to learn about. Why are there no 

recognizable texts by women?  

When we talked about Shakespeare, we said that women were not 

allowed to perform on stage. This is the same thing; women were so 

suppressed at the time (17
th

 and 18
th

 centuries). Women were not allowed 

to be educated. There was this gap between men and women where men 

were allowed to study math, science, literature, philosophy, etc. while 

women were taught how to sing and dance. Women were taught about 

etiquette and such soft stuff because they were seen to be entertaining 

objects. 

Catherine Phillips managed to get her poems to circulate at the period 

when she was alive. Most of the works of women began to circulate after 

they died (posthumously). However, during her lifetime, Catherine Phillips 

was able to gain some popularity. She was a bourgeoisie woman so there 

was a class difference. In England, they had this class system where they 

had the working-class, the bourgeoisie, and the aristocrats. The working-

class people were almost nonexistent for the bourgeoisie and the 

aristocrats. Because she was a woman of privilege, she was able to have a 

voice. However, women from the lower classes weren’t able to have any 

voices. 

Let us read her biography:  

Katherine Philips (1632-1664) 

Katherine Philips was the daughter of a London merchant and his 

wife. Katherine was married to a man thirty-eight years her senior, when 

she was sixteen, and spent twelve quiet years in Wales- the culture of 

which she celebrated in her poems on the Welsh language - while her 

husband served as a member of Oliver Cromwell‟s Parliament. 

Philips claimed that she “never writ a line in [her] life with intention 

to have it printed,” but her poetry was being circulated before 1651, 

when Henry Vaughan eulogized her after her death. 

 In 1655, her son Hector died two weeks after his birth. She lamented 

his death in an epitaph. Despite being born, and having married, a 
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Puritan, Philips had Royalist sympathies, and contributed panegyrics to 

the returning monarchy, although her husband‟s fortunes declined after 

the Restoration. Philips gained fame, eventually becoming the best-

known female poet of her age. An unauthorized edition of her poems 

appeared in 1664; suppressed four days later, it closely resembles the 

authorized edition published in 1667.  

She married a man 38 years older than her. She was 16 and she married 

a man who was in his fifties. The ironic thing is that she wrote this poem 

before she was married. She was so young then. That’s quite interesting 

because the tone that she uses in the poem is very harsh on marriage and 

wives and husbands. 

Why would she say that if she hadn’t yet experienced it? It’s because at 

the time, marriage was a patriarchal institution; it functioned on having 

these opposites of the patriarch and the housewife. It didn’t matter if the 

wife was young or uneducated; she was just there as an object. Catherine 

saw that on the people around her and she wrote the very strong-toned 

poem that we are going to read. 

Catherine claimed that she wrote just for the sake of writing; however, 

that’s not true because no one writes without having an audience in mind. 

Her son died two weeks after his birth. She lamented his death in an 

epitaph. An epitaph means  لصٍذج رثاء لصٍزج 

The word “panegyrics” means speeches. 

Even though she was very young, and even though she came from a 

bourgeoisie background that favored the parliament because of the taxes, 

she still had her own opinions. She still had Royalist sympathy; she 

supported King Charles and gave speeches because she was a woman of 

letters. She contributed to the quests of the Royalists at the time.  

Even though they tried to edit her poems and reduce the intensity of 

them, they still circulated as the original editions. 

- Note: Catherine Phillips and Alexander Pope were considered 

paradoxes although they were best friends. 

Actually her poems after she got married were mostly about female 

friendship. Her most famous poem is the eulogy that she wrote of her dead 

child. 

A Married State 

by Katherine Philips 

 

A married state affords but little ease: 



 

Literary Texts 3.5+6                                                                                   AYDI 2023 22 

The best of husbands are so hard to please 

This in wives Careful faces you may spell, 

Though they dissemble their misfortunes well 

A virgin state is crowned with much content, 

It‟s always happy as it‟s innocent 

No Blustering husbands to create your fears, 

No pangs of child birth to extort your tears, 

No children‟s cries for to offend your ears, 

Few worldly crosses to distract your prayers 

Thus are you freed from all the cares that do 

Attend on matrimony and a husband too. 

Therefore, madam, be advised by me: 

Turn, turn apostate to love‟s Levity. 

Suppress wild nature if she dare rebel, 

There‟s no such thing as leading Apes in hell. 

Notice how strong the language is! She says: don’t get married.  

 Analysis  

 A married state affords but little ease: 

 The best of husbands are so hard to please 

Being married is not easy because even if you find the best husband, 

you’re still going to find him hard to please.  

 This in wives Careful faces you may spell, 

You can see this in the miserable faces of the wives. 

 Though they dissemble their misfortunes well 

Even though they try to hide their misery, you can still see it in their 

faces. 

 A virgin state is crowned with much content, 

A virgin state is the state of being a maiden or an unmarried girl. This 

state is crowned with very high regard. 

In this line, she’s not only implicating single women. In most of her 

poems, she praises the maidens. We always notice this glorification of the 

unmarried state in her poems.  

She was a revolutionary poet at the time because she dared to talk about 

the hardships and the problems of marriage. 

 It’s always happy as it’s innocent 

If you are a maiden, you’re regarded with such high value because you 

are very innocent; you’re still not tainted by marriage.  

 No Blustering husbands to create your fears, 
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Blustering means يرثجخ 

You have no husband that would annoy you. 

 No pangs of child birth to extort your tears, 

Pangs means extreme pain. 

To extort means ٌثرز 
If you remain unmarried, you won’t have the pain of child birth. 

 No children’s cries for to offend your ears, 

Offend means ٍٍذه 
If you don’t get married you’re not going to have kids to cry and keep 

you up at night. 

 Few worldly crosses to distract your prayers 

Worldly crosses mean اهرًاياخ دٍَىٌح 
You can still be devoted to your religion if you don’t have all of these 

things to juggle at once. Mothers and wives have to do so many things at 

once; they have to take care of the children, they have to take care of the 

house, they have to go to work, etc. These are all worldly crosses. If you 

remain single, you’re not going to have to deal with all this and so you can 

pay attention to God.  

 Thus are you freed from all the cares that do 

 Attend on matrimony and a husband too. 

 ذزرٌٍ يٍ كم هذا.تانرانً صىف ذر

Matrimony means  انزواج 
If you remain unmarried, you’re going to be free from all of that. 

 Therefore, madam, be advised by me: 

 Turn, turn apostate to love’s Levity. 

Apostate means يزذذ 

Levity means nonsense  

Do not even listen to anyone who tells you to get married. 

 Suppress wild nature if she dare rebel, 

Suppress ٌمُع 
Rebel means ٌرًزد 
If your nature made you want to get married and become a mother, then 

suppress your nature. 

 There’s no such thing as leading Apes in hell. 

That’s a very interesting expression. “Leading Apes in hell” stands for a 

spinster انعاَش 

She’s telling them don’t be afraid if you don’t get married because 

there’s no such thing as a spinster. If you get married, you’re going to go 
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to hell. It’s better to be one of the leading Apes than to go to hell. 

It’s an easy straightforward poem that has a very direct language and a 

very strong tone. 

Keep in mind that this is an Augustan Age poem so it follows the strict 

rhyme and form we talked about earlier. It has this musicality   

Meter:  

A ma | rried state | affords | but li | ttle ease: 

1  2      3  4  5 

The entire poem is iambic pentameter.  

Figures of speech:  

- Anaphora: the repetition of the word “no” at the beginning of the 

following lines: 

No Blustering husbands to create your fears, 

No pangs of child birth to extort your tears, 

No children’s cries for to offend your ears, 

- Alliteration: freed from 

We’re going to be reading the first stanza of Pope’s poem Epistle 2. To 

a Lady just to show you the paradox between him and Catherine Phillips. 

*** 

Alexander Pope 
Pope’s most famous poem is entitled The Rape of the Lock which 

means (اَرصاب خصهح انشعز). It’s a very long poem in which he goes on to 

praise the beauty of this woman. He says that her hair is his most valuable 

possession.  

An epistle is a kind of poetry that is in the form of a letter so it is a letter 

of a lady. 

Alexander Pope 

Epistle II: To a Lady 

Of the Characters of Women 

Nothing so true as what you once let fall, 

“Most Women have no Characters at all.” 

Matter too soft a lasting mark to bear, 

And best distinguished by black, brown, or fair. 

 

How many pictures of one nymph we view, 

All how unlike each other, all how true! 

 Analysis:  

 Nothing so true as what you once let fall, 
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It’s believed that the “you” refers back to Catherine Phillips because she 

was his best friend. He’s talking to her. The second line is on quotation 

marks because he’s quoting her. 

 “Most Women have no Characters at all.” 

He’s quoting what she said about women. He’s saying the truest thing 

you said is that most women have no characters at all. 

 Matter too soft a lasting mark to hear, 

Women are fragile and soft 

 And best distinguished by black, brown, or fair. 

Women have no personality so the best way to distinguish them is by 

their hair. 

 How many pictures of one nymph we view, 

Nymph means دىرٌح 

Women were all painted in such a glorious manner; mermaids, fairies, 

nymphs, etc. but none of them were really a woman. No painter thought of 

painting a woman just being a woman. She had to be fanciful. Because 

they have no characters at all, they were just regarded as pictures and they 

were painted as the painter wanted them to be painted.  

Notice the footnote: 

Ladies of the 17th and the 18th centuries were often painted in the 

costumes and the attitudes of fanciful, mythological, or historical 

characters. There is a possible pun on of word “picture”. 

The use of “pictures” means that women are just objects; they’re just 

pictures. 

 All how unlike each other, all how true! 

Notice the irony in this line. He’s being super sarcastic. When you look 

at the pictures, you find slight differences but actually they are the same. 

He goes on in the rest of the poem to list mythological creatures using 

the ironic tone and the wit that was common at that time. 

Notice the difference between Catherine Phillips and Alexander Pope. 

There is a drastic difference between what she’s saying and what he’s 

saying. The fact that they were best friend is just baffling. 

That’s enough concerning this poem. In the rest of it, Pope goes on to 

talk about mythological creatures. Why does he do that? Why would a 

poet choose in the way that he spoke? He’s listing all the women in 

mythology to show that women have no characters at all. He does so to 

serve his argument that all women are pictures. 

*** 
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Mary Wollstonecraft (1759-1797) 

From A Vindication of the Rights of Woman is actually a romantic 

text so it belongs to the romantic period. What is important to know is that 

Mary Wollstonecraft was to be considered the first feminist in the west at 

the time because her books paved the way for the ideas of feminism later 

on, specifically first and second waves of feminism. 

Mary Wollstonecraft (1759-1797)  

A leading spokesperson for the rights of women in the eighteenth 

century, Mary Wollstonecraft had a difficult and unsettled childhood. In 

1784, May, her sister, and a friend started a school. Later in life, she went 

to Ireland as a governess to Lord Kingsborough‟s children. In 1788, she 

returned to England and proceeded to write a number of controversial 

works. The radical publisher J. Johnson published some of her reviews 

and translations, including A vindication of the Rights of Men, her novel 

Mary, and her most famous work, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman 

(1792). 

Mary Wollstonecraft died after giving birth to her daughter Mary 

Godwin, who would later become the, wife of Percy Bysshe Shelley, the 

famous Romantic poet. After her death, Wollstonecraft‟s husband, 

William Godwin published his wife‟s Posthwnous Works, which became 

an inspiration to a generation of radicals and revolutionaries in the 19th 

century, including her daughter and her son-in-law. 

Spokesperson means يرذذز 

Governess is somehow a housekeeper with more privileges. 

Notice the word “controversial”. Actually if you read the text, you will 

hardly find it controversial because it talks about women’s right to 

education. But at the time, saying that women should be educated was 

controversial.  

What I like about her is that she didn’t only write The Vindication of 

the Rights of Woman but she also wrote A Vindication of the Rights of 

Men. 

She wrote all of this on the background of the French Revolution. It’s 

important to know that at the time, a person named Edmund Bruke wrote 

a book entitled Reflections on the French Revolution. The essence of the 

French Revolution was that it dissolved the monarchy in France. Edmund 

Bruke wrote this book praising the monarchy saying that you shouldn’t 

have done that. 

Mary Wollstonecraft wrote A Vindication of the Rights of Men and A 
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Vindication of the Rights of Woman as a response to what Edmund Bruke 

wrote. 

In A Vindication of the Rights of Men, she basically said that waging 

wars and taking men to wars is not a good thing. In A Vindication of the 

Rights of Woman, she said that women should have their education and 

should be regarded as human beings not like objects. 

A Vindication of the Rights of Woman is a very long essay. We only 

have a very small extract. 

From A Vindication of the Rights of Woman 

Introduction 

After considering the historic page, and viewing the living world with 

anxious solicitude, the most melancholy emotions of sorrowful 

indignation have depressed my spirits, and I have sighed when obliged 

to confess, that either nature has made a great difference between man 

and man, or that the civilization which has hitherto taken place in the 

world has been very partial. 

Page means period. 

After looking at the repercussions of the French Revolution, I’m 

wondering if God intended us to be separated. Or is it something that you 

came up with? It is man-made? Or is it a heavenly order? 

I have turned over various books written on the subject of education, 

and patiently observed the conduct of parents and the management of 

schools; but what has been the result? A profound conviction that the 

neglected education of my fellow creatures is the grand source of the 

misery I deplore; 

Conduct means way of behaving 

Convection means إداَح 
Profound means very big 

Deplore means suffer 

She says: my greatest source of misery is that when I looked at the 

schools and at the way parents are behaving with their children, I noticed 

that they were not educating their daughters. 

and that women, in particular, are rendered weak and wretched by a 

variety of concurring causes, originating from one hasty conclusion. 

Rendered means ذرى إدانرهى 
Wretched means unsalable 

 كاَد ذعرثز انُضاء ضعٍفاخ ودانح يٍؤوس يُها نعذج أصثاب

The conduct and manners of women, in fact, evidently prove that 
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their minds are not in a healthv state; for, like the flowers which are 

planted in too rich a soil, strength and usefulness are sacrificed to 

beauty; and the flaunting leaves, after having pleased a fastidious eye, 

fade, disregarded on the stalk, long before the season when they ought 

to have arrived at maturity. 

A fastidious eye means a fake eye or an eye that is hungry for looking at 

fake things. 

This is a passage that is often quoted because the metaphor she’s 

creating here comparing women to these flowers is very essential. 

The metaphor reflects the selfishness in turning women into objects to 

be looked at like flowers. Like flowers, women have the seed to grow. 

They have the potential to succeed in life. However, in the patriarchal 

sense even succeeding has limits. 

She’s saying: like flowers, the seed is planted in this soil which is very 

rich. Despite the fact that these flowers that are planted in the rich soil 

flourish and become flowers, they are regarded as pretty objects not as 

plants that grew roots. Strength and usefulness are overshadowed by 

beauty. 

She’s saying that women are regarded as objects to be looked at before 

being regarded as human beings. It’s a subject-object dichotomy; you 

regard them as objects of your gaze but they’re actually subjects. She’s 

encouraging people to regard women as subjects who are worthy of 

education and of the rights they have been deprived of. 

the flaunting leaves, after having pleased a fastidious eye, fade, 

disregarded on the stalk, long before the season when they ought to 

have arrived at maturity. 

Stalk means  صاق انىردج 

After the flower grew and became the beautiful flower that is looked at 

by the fastidious eye, these leaves faded. So, if you regard it just as a 

flower, that flower is going to wilt at some time. If you regard the woman 

for her beauty, that beauty will go away at some point. 

If you pluck the flower and you don’t allow it to grow, you will look at 

it for some time but then it’s going to wilt at the end. But, if you had left it 

in the soil and provided it with the correct nutrients (education), it would 

grow and it wouldn’t wilt before reaching maturity. She’s using the word 

“maturity” because she was married when she was 16; she wasn’t even 

mature yet. 

One cause of this barren blooming I attribute to a false system of 
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education, gathered from the books written on this subject by men who, 

considering females rather as women than human creatures, have been 

more anxious to make them alluring mistresses than affectionate wives 

and rational mothers; 

Barren means لادم 
Blooming means يزدهز 

Notice the paradox. When you pluck the flower, you think that it still 

looks pretty so it’s blooming. However, this blooming is barren. 

Women were not allowed to read. The only books that they were 

allowed to read were romance novels written by men. Actually, this 

distinction was made by feminist thinkers later on; it was a distinction 

between the angel woman and the monster woman. For example, the 

writer would write a story praising a woman who was married young and 

didn’t learn. Then he would paint another woman that chose to get an 

education and to have a voice, and he would create this paradox between 

the angel woman and the monster woman. They would write these books 

and distribute them to other women in order to subconsciously condition 

these women that it’s better for you to become like the angel woman and if 

you rebel, you will be banished as the monster woman. 

The idea of alluring mistresses is that there is a hyperfixation on beauty; 

they exaggerated beauty and seductiveness in novels at the time. 

For example, in A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens, a character 

named Lucie Manette is very caricaturish. She nursed her father back to 

health, she’s very selfless, but she doesn’t seem real. The purpose of the 

successive praising of that thing is to make women believe that it was the 

only way and that they were not offered options. 

and the understanding of the sex has been so bubbled by this 

specious homage, that the civilized woman of the present century, with a 

few exceptions, are only anxious to inspire love, when they ought to 

cherish a nobler ambition, and by their abilities and virtues exact 

respect. 

The sex is the female sex. 

Bubbled means confused. 

Paying homage means paying respects. 

She’s saying that women are learning to strive only to gain love and 

affection from men not even thinking about any other things, not even 

considering having an education, and not even considering what’s going to 

happen after they have children. 
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On the last part, she’s talking about Islam and about the Mahometanism 

doctrine as she called it because of the misconception that was prevalent in 

the west at the time. 

In a treatise, therefore, on female rights and manners, the works 

which have been particularly written for their improvement must not be 

overlooked; 

Treatise means يعاهذج صالو 

If a book was written and this book told women you have other options 

and that you have to be educated, you should not overlook that book. 

Provide women with these books and let them read. 

especially when it is asserted, in direct terms, that the books of 

instruction, written by men of genius, have had the same tendency as 

more frivolous productions, and that, in the true style of Mahometanism, 

they are treated as a kind of subordinate beings, and not as a part of the 

human species, when improvable reason is allowed to be the dignified 

distinction which raises men above the brute creation, and puts a natural 

sceptre in a feeble land. 

In the footnote we can read: 

This is a common pejorative reference to Islam in Europe at the time. 

One of the many spellings of the name of Prophet Muhammad was 

Mahomet. People who believed in Islam were called Mahometans. 

Another footnote says: 

This statement represents a classic example of the common 

misperceptions of Islam among Europeans at the time: the idea that 

Islam teaches that women have no souls.  

So it was advertised in the west that this new doctrine of Islam 

depresses women and forces them to be housewives. They didn’t have the 

right perception of what Islam means to women. 

in the true style of Mahometanism, they are treated as a kind of 

subordinate beings, and not as a part of the human species, 

Subordinate beings means  ثاَىٌحكائُاخ  

This is the misconception about Islam at that time. She’s telling them 

this is happening in the east so don’t let it happen in the west. 

when improvable reason is allowed to be the dignified distinction 

which raises men above the brute creation, and puts a natural sceptre in 

a feeble land. 

The ideas that you have in mind can be improved. 
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أٌ ذمىو تانرًٍٍز، فئَكى ذرزكىٌ انصىنجاٌ  -انرً ٌجة أٌ ذرذضٍ-عُذيا ذضًذىٌ نرهك األفكار 

 انطثٍعً فً ٌذ ضعٍفح )نٍ ذضرطٍعىا أٌ ذذكًىا تعذل(.

If you keep these biased conceptions in mind, you won’t be able to rule 

justly.  

Yet, because I am a woman, I would not lead my readers to suppose 

that I mean violently to agitate the contested question respecting the 

equality or inferiority of the sex; but as the subject lies in my way, and I 

cannot pass it over without subjecting the main tendency of my 

reasoning to misconstruction, I shall stop a moment to deliver, in a few 

words, my opinion. In the government of the physical world it is 

observable that the female in point of strength is, in general, inferior to 

the male. This is the law of nature; and it of doesn‟t appear to be 

suspended or abrogated in favour of woman. 

As a woman, I am not telling you this concept. I’m trying not to be 

biased but I’m going to tell you my opinion. Males and females have 

biological differences and in some contexts, men are physically stronger 

than women. The law of nature does not seem to favor women in that 

sense. 

  A degree of physical superiority cannot, therefore, be denied - and it 

is a noble prerogative! But not content with this natural pre-eminence, 

men endeavour to sink us still lower, merely to render us alluring objects 

for a moment; and women, intoxicated by the adoration which men, 

under the influence of their senses, pay them, do not seek to obtain a 

durable interest in their hearts, or to become the friends of the fellow 

creatures who find amusement in their society.  

Pre-eminence means prevalence.  

Alluring means very pretty.  

She’s saying that men have physical superiority but that’s not enough; 

you still wish to oppress women. You have physical superiority and you 

still objectify women by regarding them as pretty flowers not as human 

beings to the extent that this kind of validation becomes their sole interest. 

This becomes the sole purpose of their existence; they do not seek 

anything else. They will not seek to grow as a flower should. They won’t 

even seek to befriend other women. This will break the solidarity of 

women because when they think of themselves as alluring objects striving 

for attention, they will be competing with other women. Women will be 

bringing women down for the sake of male attention because this male 

attention is made to be the sole purpose for their existence. This concept of 
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striving to be alluring objects denies women their subjectivity and desires 

to be educated.  

In short, Mary Wollstonecraft is saying that we need to regard women 

as human creatures before we regard them as women because in our 

dictionary, women are alluring objects that are there to be looked at. That 

conception is harmful because it feeds the internalization that steers 

women away from finding a purpose.  

When you put the contradiction between what Pope said and what she 

said, you will see the point. She’s not attacking men. 

- Note: A characteristic of the romantic period is people’s interest in 

the east. People turned to the east and to the orient specifically. 

Thank You 
… 
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