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HELLO EVERYONE!
Today, we are going o talk about Seeds of Renaissance, Research gpg
Learning, and Paradoxes of the Middle Ages.

Go to p.37:
Chapter Three

Seeds of the Renaissance
- Seeds: _‘_l_‘f?)l‘?g‘“_“i‘n_&__ﬂ'},d__,‘ﬁe reasons
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The cultivation of the ltalian Renaiséance in the age of Machla\;elh a_rja
Leonardo da Vinci, around 1500, has traditionally been regarded as the
endpoint of the Middle Ages.
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There are several additional justifications for viewing 1500 as the

termination of the medieval era. The ‘splitting of the faith’ as the

Germans call it, the outbreak of the Protestant Reformation, and the

| permanent division of the western Church, was also about to begin.
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introduced in_Germany around 1470, was being widely employed. A
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‘ revolution in communication was under way. o ) =

Printing press. icldall ajl Movable type: i<,~11 ablal <oyt <l
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These are all good reasons to regard the end of the fifteenth century
as the end of the Middle Ages, just as the accession of a Christian Roman
emperor in the early fourth century marks the beginning of medieval
times. But just as the medieval beginning can also be claimed to lie with
the barbarian invasions of the early fifth century, so can responsible
arguments be made for order dates to mark the end of the Middle Ages,
all the way from the French monarchy’s destruction of the papacy in the
early fourteenth century to the political and industrial revolutions of the
eighteenth century.
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intensive work on the late Middle Ages. So little was known three
decades ago about that era, and it seemed so important as a transition
to the culture and society of the sixteenth century that was widely
assumed to be the start of the modem world (an assumption no longer

secure), that the sinking of deep research shafts in one, often relatively
narrow aspect of the late Middle Ages, was amply justified
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The quality, of detailed research on the late Middle Ages is high, but
the overall result has been disappointing. No paradigm or overall
interpretation of the period 1270—1500 has yet been offered that
integrates the multiple facets of the culture and society of western
Europe. Even in the richly explored ltalian Renaissance, historians are still
mulling over the paradigms propounded by Jacob Burckhardt in 1860

and Erwin Panofsky in the 1950s, rather than formulating new models.
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The two most interesti’ng general views on the late M?ddle A;;e_s .
(neither translated into English) remain the books of Rudolf Stadelman
| (1928) and Augustin Renaudet (1939).
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Perhaps the comprehenswe overwew propounded in the.se older
books was attainable precisely because their authors were not distracted
by a flood of detailed monographs and could reflect on the general
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Let us talk about the Paradoxes of the Middle Ages.

- Pa:ddoxes contrasts C—
e CEL, 3Paradoxes ofthe Middle Ages
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Wlthout a new paradigm that integrates diverse aspects of the Iate
Middle Ages, there remain seven obvious paradoxes in the history of
that era. The first paradox is in the political sphere. in the late Middle
Ages there was plenty of discussion of what we call constitutional
liberalism and a much greater visibility of a high bourgeoisie, who were
the most persistent advocates and implementors of this progressive
doctrine in later centuries. Yet the main trend in late medieval political
life was the resurgence of aristocratic power and the high visibility of the
great nobles in politics and government. In other words, neither the
rebellions of peasants and artisans nor middle-class constitutionalism
had a significant political outcome. Europe’s political system remained
hierarchic and oligarchic, and the hierarchies and oligarchs became more
prominent on the political scene between 1270 and 1500. At the end of
the period, European monarchs were still regularly enriching and
 yielding power to the high nobility.
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The second paradox was in the social SPhe"e The Black Death, which
Carried off 25 - 40 percent of the population, created a labor shor(:atghe
énded the vestiges of serfdom in Western Europe, and mcreaS:"a s:
Number of wealthy peasant families, The demographic oc ulafed
Alleviated the stowly developing food shortage that the overpop

from
Europe of the early fourteenth century had experienced. But aside fr
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have inspired a vast theological and wmoral literature probing the
Imost none of that.

meaning of the disaster. There was a eSS R N L,
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The third paradox of late medieval history concerns the church. There
were enormous learning, intelligence, organizational skill, and
speculative imagination of all kinds in the late medieval church.

Intrinsically the church was not in decline. In terms of brainpower,
information, and literary and artistic capability, it was on the upswing, if
anything. Yet, the church could not resolve its basic institutional
problems, either at the papal level or at the local level, where a variety of
parsons and friars competed intensely with one another and brought lay

| opprobrium on themselves. P LA
- Speculative: L Intrinsically: G ,a 4>
- Decline: Lt Brainpower: azc 5,4:s
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™ The fourth paradox also involves the church. Never before and rarely
:smce was there such intense evangelical feeling and popular enthusiasm
~about the Christian message among ordinary people. Instead of exulting
in and channeling this piety and devotion, the top structure of European
'intellectuals in the late fifteenth century chose to condemn it as being

‘infected with superstition and idolatry and formulated programs to
_eradicate much of it in the name of purifying reforms.
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The sixth parAa*c—J;; refers to the learned professions. The legal
onalized, and English common

profession became thoroughly professi
law assumed the organizational form and behavior patterns that still
exist in the United States and Canada, as well as in Britain, for better or

worse. Physicians and surgeons made no progress in their professional
standing or in improving their contribution to society. Instead, they did
a lot of damage. Panicked by the Black Death, whose cause mystified
them, they convinced Europeans to close their windows and sheath them
with heavy drapes to keep out the “bad air” that, they alleged, brought
plague and to stop taking baths, which, they claimed, opened the pores
to the dread disease. This quack medicine was not completely revised

until the twentieth century.
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r’?he seventh paradox was ecological. Europeans had lived in the midst
of vast forests throughout the earlier medieval centuries. After 1250,
they became sO skilled in deforestation that by 1500 they were running
short of wood for heating and cooking. They were faced with a
nutritional decline because of the elimination of the generous supply of
wild game that had inhabited the now-disappearing forests, which
throughout medieval times had provided the staple of their carnivorous
high-protein diet.

- Elimination: wi5 Generous supply: a1y 3;5a
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the start of “early modem

These paradoxes can be viewed, indeed, as .
Europe,” which continued until the political, industrial, and liberal and

scientific revolutions of the eighteenth century. This ' early Mod.em

Europe continued to be marked by the paradoxes, cou?fuswns, and crises

that distinguished the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. . i
The medieval world we know was far from perfect. Life expectancy
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