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Chaepter()ne.
Working with Nouns (1)

L/’\./l ,: 2

Contents of Chapter One:

1.1. Introduction

1.2. Categorles 6f Nouns

1.2.1. Count Nouns _ s 4«

1.2.2. Non-Count or Mass Nouns

1.2.2.1. Qualities or Abstract Nouns

1.2.2.2. Substances That Cannot Be Counted
1.2.2.3. Pair Nouns

1.2.2.4. Plural Nouns

1.2.3. Collective or Group Nouns

1.2.4. Nouns That Have Both Count and Non-Count Uses
1.2.5. Verbal Nouns

1.3. Exercises

1 i. Introduction
Agreement between nouns and their verbs is csscntml in producing
grammatically corrcet English sentences, c.g.

The door is open. s~ The doors are open.
The student was attentive. The students were attentive.
The cake tastes good The biscuits taste nice.

The girl has been exercising. They have been exercising.

‘The rule is that.aficr a sing,ular'ox an uncountable noun and after he,

she or it, we use a singular verb, while after a plural noun or they, we -

- usea pluml verb. Similarly, after two nouns joined by and, we usc a

plural verb', c.g.:
The door and window are open.
The girl and her mother have gone shopping.

' But we use a singular verb when the two parts are meant as one. ¢.g. Fish and

chips is a healthy mcal.

[ — -
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Ay Ch L eleeen nouns o noun phrases and their&)vlm
Achieving-agreement be}_:ze?rl n SN nolis fo cr}?§
lies pritnarily in UﬂdefSta“fi'_ng .the dlf eren y]}; e s foung i

fﬁEﬁglish. One major classgtncatlon of nouns f‘ ccordmg to
whether they can be counted or no.t/ The.concept 0 count versus poy,.
count nouns presents special difficulties for students for whon
Enelish is a second language. For one thing, the detenninatigp of
whbich nouns are countable and which nouns are non-countablc g by
no means untversal. For instance, a[though.somebody can advise y
several times, we can't say ‘they give us advices’, although th{lt would
fransiate quite nicely info several other languages I!kg’Arabxc lal
But we would say, in English, that ‘thcy give us advice .. In Arabic, it
makes sense to say ‘the police were looking for informations <l sleg
-~ something that would sound quite peculiar in English because in
English we say ‘to look for information’.

Thus Engiish has its own categories of count and non-count nouns and

-
aiso has interesting ways in which these categories overlap and merge
to onc another. These specifically are the subject of this chapter,
vecause once a masiery of these different noun categories is achieved,
the type of detcominer that comes before the noun phrase and the form
of the verb that follows it will be determined easily.

1.2. Categories of Nouns

One way of classitying nouns is according to whether they can be

counted or not. Hence, we can distinguish between the following types
’ o (D e

of nouns: -

DD ) L
1.2.1. Count Nouns
They refer to things that we can count:
seventeen horses, a horse, this horse, thes
singular and plural forms, which are show
descripFion. of the spelling of English plural nouns is given in
appendix 1). If a noun is singular, then it must be used with a

determiner and it will demand a singular form of the verb and if it is
plural then it will take the plural form of the verb, e.o
g

one horse, hwvo horses,
e horses ... They have
n by the spelling (a detailed

™ The dog is barking. (singular)

- Dogs ran wild i ins. (
g W.I\I'Ei in the mountains. (plural)



/\e,e);,DA oA :
Fetch a chair for Nour, will you, Majd? (Singular)
We have bough’r two new dir dining chairs. (Plural)

\" =-’ ._v,C 5\:"3—“

y S e B Non Count or Mass Nouns
These can be divided into four sub-categories:

) X e OV

1.2.2.1, Qua!'* es or Ab'str/aéct Nouns:

We classify as non-count nouns those nouns that refer to things that
are not normally thought of as countable or that may refer to qualities
or abstract ideas, e.g. advice, furniture, news, znfo;matwn work,
homeywork, /\nowledge, space, evidence, happiness, anger .

Ahmad asked me for advice about new furniture.
The news is bad again.

Ali gave us further information about his work.
Homework- occupned much of Samia’s evening.
Knowledge about outer space is increasing. .
Tony gave evidence about Paul's unhappiness.
Anger is one of the seven deadly sins.” ™

Uncountable nouns do not usually have a plural form and they are
followed bv a sineular verb. Thev are NOT normallv used with the
indefinite article (¢/an). Therefore, you cannot talk about ‘an advice’

or ‘a money’.

Some more examples of these 1.1‘;1‘lcnoku(ntzﬁa‘ble nouns are:

advice, anger, beauty. accommodation; behaviour;
conduct despd/f‘, evidence,;, camping; equipment, fun,
laughter,; luck, furniture; health; happiness; know/edge,
information, saretry. ea’ucatioy, (esearch leisure;

luggage. baggage. progress. Fubbish; litter: scendry:
traffic; travel; transport. weather,; work. homework,

housework, money. news, progress.

1.2.2.2, Substances That Cannot Be Counted:
We also classify as non-count nouns those nouns that refer to a
substance that can be chvu‘ed or measured but cannot be counted, c.g..

R R S R Y e e el e S
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o i, .7 . .
sugar, water. Likewise, these nouns are followed by a singular verb

—

and do not usually have an indefinite acticle in front.
~ Meat is usually more expensive than cheese.

Sugar is quite cheap.

There are _certain special_cases when non-count nouns take a plural

form. W I
i) They can be counted when they refer to a particular typc or types of
the substance. ™™

Many cold meats are too expensive for me to buy.

Some Syrian cheeses are exported.

e

The principal sugars include glucéSe, sucrose, and fructose.

EAYNAN

i) Thay can also be counted when they refer to a certain measure 0
5 » > ihic substance. :

\words for drink are usually non-count nouns. but they can be count

nouns when we are offering or ordering drinks. We can say a coffee

instead of a cup of coffee: ~

Would you like a coffee? (= a cup of coffee)

Two teas, please. (= two cups of tea)

Two teas and three coffees, please. (= two cups of tea and

three cups of coffee)

iii) Some of these nouns can also be counted when we mean ‘what
kind':

The cheeses of Syria (= different kinds of Syrian cheese)
The use of plastics (= different kinds of plastic)

Since in the majority of cases, it is not possible to count these types of -
nouns like saying nvo informations, three advices, a water or Avo
butters, how can we refer to a certain quanlity of these nouns then‘7‘ ‘
The answer is that if we want to say how much information or .how
much advice or how much water or how much butter, then we usc a

count noun + of 4 the ..

. uncountable noun. This is what i ;
. - S 1t 1S S -
called partitive nouns. ' at 1s sometimes

6
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it has to be used in the following nidniets »
We got two bits of information from the tourist office.
(NOT #we-informations)

There's an item of news that might interest you. (NO.Te
pews) .

Can I give you a piece of advice? (NOT eradvice)

He bought three loaves of bread and two bottles of milk.

(NOT three-breads-and-twe-mitks)

There are only three pieces of furniture in the whole
house. (NOT $hree-furnitures)

Here are some other examples of nouns used in this pattern:

4

. ! . . < S
Thus when it is necessary to think of an uncountable item as countable

a cup of coffee, a glass of water, a bottle of milk, a box
(of matches, a packet of wasting powder, a_tin of soup, a -
\ jar of jam, a fube of toothpaste: s

five metres of cable, a kilo of sugar, twenty litres of
petrol, half a pound of margarine;

a piece of wood, a slice of foast, a sheet of paper, a bar
of chocolate, a loaf of bread

N il
e

However, this pattern is not restricted to non-count nouns. It can be
used with a plural noun after of, e.g. :

a packet of crisps

five pounds of pofafoes. | EER LSS

1.2.2.3. Pair Nouns:
We classify as non-count nouns toc those nouns that refer to things

made of two parts which are the same (sometimeg they are called pair '

nouns) e.g. jeans, trousers. shorts, pants, tights; pyjamas; glasses.
binoculars; scissors. tweezers. A pair noun is plural and takes a plurcl
verb: Yoo & ey

My ieans need washing. NOT swy-jean

, ) ¢ L e o~ CU
R e W O =iy

‘x)‘,
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These tights were quite cheap. NOT %hrs_’—_ﬂgh# |
We've got some scissors somewhere. NOT . . . a-seisson

We cannot use a/an_or a number with a pair noun, but we can use 3

.= partitive noun with of when referring to a certain quantity of these

items. €. g.

I bought a pair of jeans. NOTe-jeeﬂ .
I bought four pairs of tights. NOT#@&F—#@MG

Other examples of pair nouns are:

These frousers need ironing.

I bought a pair of trousers. ' D
The scissors and the fweezer's are in the a’mwer

P

| He took up a pair of pliers.:

1.2, 2 4. Plural Nouns:
The last sub-category of non-count nouns are those nouns that end
with an ‘s’ They are sometimes called plural nouns and can be
divided into several types:

/) 0 t\r ’-’S > (” L
1) Séime of these nouns have on]v a plural rorm (W1m >) nd take a
blural verb: L

The clothes were hangihg onthe line. NOT The eletha was

PR

The goods have been sent to you by post. NOT —The-goed

NS pL

My belongmgs are all packed up in sui’}c;x;é;. NOT My

Some commonly used examples of plural nouns are:
clothes, goods, belongings, earnings ( = money you earn);
\surroundings (= things around you), « aufsk/rfs (= outer
part of a town); customs (when You enter a caunff'}’)
<Troops (= soldiers), arms (= Weapans) conterits (= what

s inside something); remains S (= what is left): thanks,
congratulations. N

N

T
N~
.



ii) Some of these nouns have a plural form with ‘s’ but take a singular
verb:

The news is worse than I expecTed NOT the nrews-are

Polltggs is an interesting subject. NOT pehﬂes—eee
V) .

,.,//

Sditie founs that have a plura[ form but tél\e a smgular ve rb:

the subjects: politics, economics, mathematics, 57 tatistics,
physics; linguistics

the activities: athletics, gymnastics,

the games: billiards, darts, dominods,”"
the illness: measles

news,

111) Some of these nouns end with an ‘s’ and have the same singuiar
and plural form:

This means of transport is expensive.
Both these means of transport are expensive.

Nouns with one form for singular and plural: , - .

means, works ( = factory/factories), A m’ﬂuam"ers (= main
office), crossroads; series (e.g g. a series of TV
documentaries); species (= kind, type)

iv) Some of these nouns have a singular form (without an ‘s’) and a
plural form (with an ‘s ) with a difference in meaning: s
OuFLE'rlcuéﬂﬁ\éaLﬁs a’saving of $10. -

My savfngs are in the bank.

The storm did a lot of déﬁpa‘élef » .
The airline had fo pay dardges to the families of e el
pa§sengers who dled s

I get a lot of pain it my/Back "

I took great pains to get the flgUr‘é exac‘rly right.
—

A .=




1.2.3. Collective or Group Nouns
Besides count and non-count nouns, we have another tyPe of noung
that usually refers to a sroup of peop.le and can fake a smqulw
plural verb depending on the meaning intended>*"+'{

The team was playing well. OR The team were playing well.

~ . 77 £~
!

- _- e s Lo et ST ey
(— ool s The choice here depcnds on whether e see the group as a whole or a5
wp Lee 507 anumber of individuals, We always use the singular when we mean »
M85 == whole eroup. [f we are referring to_thc feclings or thoughts of the
Q‘\LJ-»/‘- \~.\ - Reople in the group. then we normally usc the plural. Compare:
) J . - - .
N\ o The fam{ly 's avery old anq famou.s one.
2,5 v\ The family are delighted with their presents.
/:;ygu;z'y'éﬁThe orchestra consists of eighty-six musicians.
\ »~.' Theorchestra don't know what to play.

It follows that we use it and its with the singular and they and their
with the plural: :

i 5
The committee has made jts éecisio_n.
The class will miss their lessons because they are all going
ona trip.

Some more common group nouns are: I

group; crowd., feam, club, publyc, population, bb}hmdnl'fy,'

c 5P

government, council, committee- army, enemy, company,
firm. union, management- staff, crew (of a ship); family: |
(5 O

class, school, college, university, orchestra, chojr;

audience, press (= newspapers); majority, minority. "

~ However. therc arc a few nouns that refer to a group and have alpluffl.l.
“.meaning but usually take a plural verb: e g. police, people, cattle ...
The police have warned motorists to take extra care. ™
People don't agree with the idea,
The cattle are going to be sold with the farm

10






