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Introduction

The purpose behind the making of the book Grammar Basics for the Open
University students at Damascus University is to provide learners with
basic knowledge of the workings of English grammar. The approach
adopted in producing this book aimed at simplifying and clearly explaining
the fundamental issues of English prammar without overburdening the
learner with extra details. Thus, Grammar Basics is a compact account
which utilizes simple and direct explanations that describe all the main
terms and concepts necessary for understanding English grammar.

Since this book is initially designed for self-study, an extra effort has been
made to supply the learner with ample examples illustrating each
grammatical point that has been mentioned. At times, further explanation of
the examples given has been provided to ensure that
understands the point under consideration.

the learner
The examples that have been used in this book, as in any other,
undoubtedly carry a lot of cultural elements in them. For this purpose, we
made it a point to use both Arab and foreign names of people and places. It

is believed that in the age of globalization, the learner needs to be exposed
to a diversity of cultures.

The wealth of exercises presented at the end of each chapter together with
the answer key provide the learner with ample opportunities for testing

oneself and ensuring that the point under consideration has been
assimilated,

Although the learner can start with any chapter in the book, for maximum
benefit, it is advisable that this book is read in the order presented.

Chapter one presents a thorough definition of all the basic terms that are
fiecessary for understanding English grammar,

Chapter two moves a step forward to show learners how words in English

€ome together in certain specific patterns to form grammatically acceptable
Sentences that are meaningful.

_ChaPter three concentrates on the tenses in English since they are equally
'Mportant in giving meaning to sentences.

1
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How to express differe i
. nt meanings thr )
main concern of chapter four. #° Trough the use of modal verbs is the

.l;' lmatlrl\l);t, cll:apter six takes the learner beyond the single sentence and
1lustrates how more than one sentence can come together t
detailed and complex ideas. : i

Thi.s is the first attempt to produce a Grammar Basics book for the Open
University in Syria, and we have tried our best to do it well. As a first
attempt, however, it is perhaps inevitable that we encountered some pitfalls
that have escaped our attention. We would truly appreciate it if the readers
could communicate with us personally, by letter or e-mail regarding any
comment relevant to improving this attempt. We can be contacted at the

following address:

The University of Damascus,
P.O. Box 5735,

The Department of English,
Almazzeh,

Mazzeh Autostrad,

(Fayez Mansour Street),
E-mail: damueng@scs-net.org

It only remains for us to acknowledge the brave decision taken by the
educational authorities to initiate this ‘local’ authoring of our own bf)ok.s,
from our cultural point of view, for our students at the Opep Ur}wem'ty. in
Damascus, and present our gratitude to all those involved in this 'demslon
directly or indirectly. We would also like to acknowledge with gratitude the

immense help of Miss Hanan Almaghout for reading .earlier drafts of rtf:n(']s
book and for the many valuable comments and suggestions that she offered.

while effort that satisfies

We hope that we have managed to present a worth oot that all mistakes

t, clearly, ac
the needs of our leaners. We must, ! .
misprints and/or faults that remain in the book are exclusively ours

Dr Hala Dalbam
August 31, 2002 Dr T S Toumajian
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Chapter One

Word Classes and Elements of Sentence Structure

Contents of this chapter:
1.1 English Word Classes/Parts of Spelgch

1.2.The Elements of Sentence Structure

1.3. Defining types of word classes in English:
1.3.1. Nouns

1.3.2. Pronouns

1.3.3. Verbs

1.3.4. Adjectives

1.3.5. Adverbs

1.3.6. Determiners

1.3.7. Prepositions

1.3.8. Conjunctions

1.4. Defining the elements of sentence structure in the English sentence:
1.4.1. Subject

1.4.2. Object

1.4.3. Adverbial

1.4.4. Complement

1.4.5. Verb

1.5. Defining Clauses and phrases in English
| 1.6. Exercises

1.1. A
Look at the different kinds of words in this sentence:

She has an important meeting is
pronoun  verp determiner adjective noun

ot work tomorrow, S0 she
Preposition noun = adverb linking word  pronoun

is rather busy.

&-IL__ adverb adjective

RIS LAt PO SR R
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1. Noun: classroom, work, tea, party, Friday, boy, friends, park
2. Pronoun: I, it, you, they, he, we

3. Verb: have, is, am, like, come, are, sitting, do, would, look

4. Adjective: important, lazy, clever, good, cheap

5. Adverb: yesterday, rather, l‘\exgl‘!y, here

6. Determiner: an, the, a, our, this

7. Prepositions: at, to, on, in, with, for

8. Conjunction/linking word: so, and, but, however, nevertheless

Many words can act as more than one part of speech. It is not unusual for
an English word to be 3 noun in one Sentence and a verb in another
sentence. i.e. some words can belong to different classes dep_ending_on\l&w

they are used in a sentence:

He works on Friday. (‘works’ here is used as verb)
He'll be at work on Friday afternoon, (‘work’ here is used as noun)

Jamal scored severq| runs. (‘runs” here is used as noun)
He runs half a mile eqch morning. (‘runs’ here is used as verb)

I amin the play which is on in the village. (‘play’ here is used as
noun)

Chris and John Play tennis together on Fridays. (‘play” here is used
as verb) ‘

Study the following examples of English sentences:

The middle line is the actua] sentence.
The top line indicates the word class of each word in the sentence.
The bottom line indicates the function of each element of the sentence.
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noun verb

1. Something happened.

| subject verb ! o

pronoun verb noun phrase'

2.1 need a break.
subject verb object
noun phrase verb adjective

3. The course is .interesting.
subject verb complement
noun phrase verb prepositional phrase’

4.Their flat is on the second floor.
Subject verb adverbial
Noun verb noun phrase noun phrase

S. Laila bought her mother a gift.
Subject verb indirect object object

Thus, sentences consist of a number of standard parts, which are called
‘word classes’ or ‘parts of speech’ (nouns, adjectives, determiners, adverbs,
prepositions, conjunctions and verbs). However it is important to know that
a ‘part of speech’ in a sentence has a function, and is linked with other
parts of speech to form a meaningful sentence. These functions have
different labels from those of parts of speech. The most important units or
elements of sentence structure are:

——

|
Noun phrase = determiner + noun

tp repositional phrase= preposition + determiner + noun
5
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1. Subject,
2. Object,
3. Verb,
A Adﬂrblll.‘
5. Complement.

i iefly i ‘ ! in English and
Having briefly introduced the ‘word classes’ that are found in
lh:?rn'gfunctiuis' in the sentence, the following part shall define each of
them in detail.

1.3. AWordiClassey

1314

Nouns are the names we give to people, things, places, etc. in order to
identify them. It can be the name of a person (Sami, Jack); a job title
(doctor); the name of a thing (television); the name of a place (Homs,

Manchester); the name of quality (patience); or the name of an action
(laughter/laughing).

Nouns can be singular or plural in grammatical number;

Singular  plural

Book books
Table tables
Computer computers
Man men

Box boxes

Nouns can be classified as follows:

Proper nouns (Syria, London, Indonesia), and common nouns (table,
chair, thought),

Common nouns can be countable (book: books) and uncountsble
(furniture, grass). i
Countable nouns can be concrete (book) or abstract (ideq),

Uncountable nouns can also be concrete (Clﬂfhing, hﬂl‘l‘ll.'.wnrk) o
abstract (courage, anger). . -
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A Noun Phrase

When more than one word make up the noun, we call it a noun phrase. For
example, the woman, a woman, this woman ... We can combine other
words into the noun phrase, for example, The woman next door, That
tall woman, The old woman in the taxi, this young girl, the pretty
young girl, the pretty girl on the bus.

A pronoun is a word like ‘he’ or ‘she’ that can be used in the place of a_
noun or a whole noun phrase. In other words, a pronoun is a substitute for a
noun or a noun phrase. S

Susan liked Sue so she helped her. (The pronoun ‘she’ is a substitute
for the noun: ‘Susan’ and the pronoun ‘her’ is a substitute for the noun
‘Sue’)

The children were hungry so they had an early lunch. (The pronoun,,
‘they’ is a substitute for the noun ‘children”)

a) The Uses of pronouns

(1. We use pronouns in place of a noun or a noun phrase that has already
been mentioned,-when the repetition of the noun or noun phrase would be
very strange.

Incorrect: Sami has to go to the university. Gan-yeu-give-Semi-a
lif+2

Correct: Sami has to go to the university. Can you give him a lift?

2) We also use pronouns when we know perfectly well who or what is
referred to. When, for example, I use the pronoun I, it is because it would
e unusual to refer to myself by name.

Tomorrow, I am going to be in all day.

They have just rung to say that they are not coming. (The speaker

|‘1erc used the pronoun ‘they’ because it is obvious for his listeners who
they’ refers to)

(3)We use pronouns when the name of someone or something is not known.

She was a short fat woman of about fifty in a torn raincoat.
Thqt thing on the table. What is it for?

7
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P
gt

-onouns . _ .
"II,%::’ Es ;Lf:r;i?f:rcnt types of pronouns, classified according to their

meaning and use.
d things (I, you,
s: They are used to refer to pgp;tlegn ngs (1, )
il1-e l;;r:n?: I£:u ltr:yl; and t)l;ey can be used as ;quec_ﬂ or object’ in a
sentence.

bunch of red roses.

biect) gave her (object) a
He (subject) ga during the weekend.

They (subject) saw them (object)
I (subject) can see you (object).

: If himself, herself, itself,
2. Reflexive pronouns: (myself, yft_:_ur_ge., ‘himself, hers:
themselves, ourselves, yourselves) are useq in object position when the
action of 8 verb is performed on the subject by the subject. They are

obligatory with certain verbs.

History repeats itself.

She stretched herself out flat on the sofa.

The kitten entangled itself in the woolen thread.
I have cut myself with the broken glass.

All of us shook hands and introduced ourselves.
That is the question you have to ask yourself.

——

Reflexive pronouns are also used fnr;empﬁa;i';}

T'll prepare dinner myself.

The professor himself did not know the answer.

She herself admitted that she was responsible for the accident.
They themselves typed the report.

You yourselves are responsible for what had happened.

» A subject is normally a noun, pronoun or noun phrase. It usually comes before the
verb. The verb must ‘agree’ with the subject, so the subject dictates the form of the verb
(1 wait, he waits, 1 am, you are, | have, she has).
‘ An object is normally & noun, pronoun or noun phrase, It usually goes after the verb in
the sentence if the sentence is in the active voice and it refers to the person or thing

affected by the action expressed by the verb. I
avvel, Jack found [t y ate lunch. Randa was reading » m

~ CamScanner 2 Ligd d> guadl|



3. Possessive pronouns (mine .
- . ] ynurﬁl Dum' h ' h . - = -
ownership. It is used alone without a noun fullnwiﬁgit is, theirs) indicate

Give it back, it's mine.

Perhaps it really is theirs after all.
Is that book yours or mine?

My marks were higher than hers.
It was their fault, not ours,

The pronouns my, your, her, his, our, and their are called possessive
adjectives because they are used in front of nouns. e.g. my book, our book.

4. Demonstrative pronouns (this, that, those, these) indicate items that are
near to or far from us.

This is Lama's and that is Lamia's.

These are nice. Where did you buy them?
That looks interesting.

Those are easy questions to answer.
These are no ordinary students.

5. When a sentence consists of a main clause® followed by a relative clause
introduced by who, whom, which, or that, these words are known as
relative pronouns Relative pronouns do two things at the same time. Like

other pronouns, they féfer {0 somebody F something that hias already beens. .-

mentioned. At the samec timc they are ﬂgpn]u;iéti_pti_ﬁs_,'b:cnus: they join
clauses together.

I don't know what you mean.

That student is the one who came first.

He is the boy who(m) I saw last night.

That is the woman who(m) I gave the form to.

He is the man for whom I have immense respect.
There is the house in which I was born. '

There is the woman whose name I have forgotten.

s A clause is a group of words consisting of & Iul::jecl + finite verb (+ complement or
object if necessary).e.g. She gives money lﬂ;hlﬂll’- i

CamScanner = Wigo d>guaall



Whit:h) are useqd

6. Interrogative pronouns (who, whose, whom, what, and
to ask a question‘about the noun phrase they stand in for.

What would you like for breakfast?
Which is the fresh juice?

Who was at the door?

Whose book is this?

To whom is she engaged?

7. Indefinite pronouns (someone, anyone, no one, cvqrypnc,_p@c_...) are
used when you want to refer to people or things but you do not know
exactly who or what they are, or their identity isTiof important. :

I was there for over an hour before anybody came.

It seemed that she was waiting for somebody.

Everyone had a pen and a paper.

There is someone on the phone asking for you.

World trade is improving, but one can't expect miracles.

Here is a list of indefinite pronouns:

anybody  everybody nobody somebody
anyone everyone no one’ someone
anything  everything nothing something

8. Reciprocal pronouns (each othelr, one another, &tc...) are used to
indicate that people do the same thing, feel the same way, or have the same

relationship:

We help each other a lot.

You and I understand each other.

We phone each other from time to time.

The two boys were jealous of each other.

The two beasts were moving towards one another.,
They did not dare to look at one another.

6 . .
Note that all indefinite pronouns are written as one word except ‘no one’'.

10
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| (Verbs |
Verbs are words that allow us to talk about such things as activities,
processes, states of being, and states of mind.

1.38i6

This box holds quite a lot.
Joumana was reading Rana’s essay.
John is preparing his lunch.
Hannan ft_aels much happier now.
Mary forgot to do her homework.
Sami owned several old coins.

A Verb Phrase

A verb phrase may contain a single verb, for example: he walks, or a
combination of verbs, for example: he had walked, he has been walking,
he might have been walking, he is walking, he can walk.

Verbs divide into two major groups according to the way they are used in a
clause. The first group is that of ‘main verbs’. The second group is that
known as auxiliary or helping verbs. A main verb is sometimes called a
‘doing word’. Auxiliary verbs combine with main verbs to form different
tenses such as the progressive and the perfect tenses.

Main Verbs And Auxiliary Verbs

Main verbs
These are the verbs that we use to indicate actions and states. Most of the
verbs in English are main verbs. They are also called: lexical verbs. Main

verbs are divided or classified in several ways:

a) Action Versus Stative Verbs
1. Some verbs are used to talk about states of being or states of mind.
These include:

1) Verbs of the senses, e.g. feel, hear, see, smell, taste

ll) Verbs of emotion, e.g. adore, fear, hate, like, love, want, wish

f“) Verbs of mental activity, e.g. agree, believe, expect, forget, mean
iv) Verbs of possession, e.g. belong, own, possess |

11
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