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Unit1  DISCOURSE ANALYSIS:__
. WRITTEN & SPOKEN LANGUAGE "
Objectives

i Language is usually defmed as a system of symbols used tor
Human communication. This system is casy to see in phonetics,

morphology, syntax and semantics. As you probably remember,

[ phonetics] studies the sounds and how they are produced.

i liolog): gnalises word parts, how_words mflcct for tense, o )
number, etc. and how wondtrom others by y adding

certain prefixes and/or suffixes. As for E‘vntax; sit comprises thc' -""%
study of how words combmg_tg_immra&s and how phrasea -
combine to form sentences. fudies word meaning and WShes
sentence meaning, However, the search for system at discourse - -
level, i.e. beyond the sentence, is still evolving.
analysis is the study of the language of communication. its =~

function and organization \botL in its wriitcn and spoken forms).
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5V >y permanence of linguistic excclience an

intr odmtwn to: l}_:gggt_xg_gg_:}_:p_lgm
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___Wnttm ianguage has always been régarded as a SOUTCC of
d of facts
d as a permanent récord 0

as_a form of authority

to keep or scan. It has also becen recearded

1bllowino rules of prescriptive nramm'u.

%,

It can also be composed,

edited and read at orc’s own pace, repeatedly if the nced arises,

allowing repcated reading and analysis. 1t is usually physically distant

and mor¢ formal. It was traditionally regarded as the oniy 1cspcctdblc
with  spoken language occu il

representation of languagc,
secondary position. However, speech can be argucd to be primar
\;;;Eng in many senses. In onc sensc. specch is historically prior to
\\—fﬁt—ing, having cmerged thousands of years before writing Systcins
were, developed.  In another sense. Wmunms_mw
children as they pick it up from family and peers before they-go _to
[t is the primary medium of

1o

scho tudy reading and wiiting.

communication among all p;.oplc comprising more than 60%_of our
W,

daily activity. Its role further contrasts with written Lanouagg RN

languages {e.g. somec Central African and Amazon tribes) e no.o
been written dowa.

Parallel to the distinction between writtcn and spoken
ianguwc is that between a sentence and an uferance. dLis aiso
haslc ter the study u: 4 discourse analysis. A semem_e IS 1lrr-rbstract

[

+e ~ oy n-nv-r‘n AL R fr\nn‘i'n.u t\, /i,\'
L l lb A L ART RIS [ - E T U

r{mg 08 o?’s‘f'nrnﬂr-‘nhpu~~h--l’\
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verb to — be
An utterance, in u)-ltr.xst may be &
—_—

grammatically /(umo" i, mcluding tiniter

I
grammatically wel! rormed.

. a
19

sealence, iosenes of ;';-:Z:"-f: TUS, OF "2 e -‘-“‘P!-'n sentence o.¢.

“Sorry”. It is defined as @ streich™ nlj talk by one person, before
s < — .

N P >1 "'. J",-. FEiis . i'\.' o R ir s¢ 1

anG aller pvich there 18 A pause. Iis psed as o physical event.

detimed 11 terms of i3 Lo of wicranee, place of uticrance and
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may be loud or soft, slow or fast, [f onc sentence is uttered twice,
it compn"ses two utterances.  However, to produce different

sentences, one needs to use differcat words or a dxitutnt word
order. ”

Many of the ufterances we use do not consist of full
sentences, and yet are entirely understandable in context. E.g.
“Coffee?”

. “Sure!”

Two scntences may: have cxactly the same meahing but .
~~zannor Saythey- are-one -uiterance—Bach-utterance is a unique
event created at a particular point in time for a particular purpose.
Thus, the same sentence “it's cold in here” could mean different
things in different contexts. If said by a Prince to his-servant, it
would mean, “Close the window”. If said by a husband to his
wife who had asked him whether to have dinner in the garden, it
could mean “No, let's eat indoors”. Thus, two utterances using
the same underlying sentence may have different interpretations
in different contexts. |

Discourse is a continuous  'e!  language in use (ie. in
«context) larger than a semtence. - rset of utter'mces which
‘constitute any rccognizable speech cvent e.g. a convcrs'\tmn a
Jokc a sermon, an mtcrvww demonal lmgulsucq has recently
‘witnessed an increasing intcrest in Ell’S(ﬁgrse anal ;&\x ¢. - how
sentences work in sequence 10 produce coherent stretches of -
language. . It studies features of language that bind bentenccs
~ when used in sequence. It studics all language uwiis with a =

. definable communicative function, ‘whether spoken o . iitien. '!t |
mvolves discovering linguistic regularities in dlscourscs g
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cohesion and discourse markers -- with emphasis on permissible
units in both spoken and written texts, and function ‘or purpose of
the discourse. i z W)

To study written language, text linguistics views a text as the
language unit with a definable communicative function,
characterized by such principles as cohesion, coherence, and‘“
informativeness. 1t provides a formal definition of what
constitutes their identifying textuality. It also views Janguage as

interaction between speaker and Iletuner and/or writcr — reader.
m, \

On the other hand, wnversatwn Analys:s is a method of
studying. sequential structurc and organization of spoken
lan;,uay,. Using cthnomethodology, this 1ppr0dch studies
recordings of real conversations to establish what properties are
used in a systematic way when people interact. Conversation
analysis is basically cmpirical and inductive, studying the
structure ‘of naturally occurring spoken language (e.g.
conversations, interviews, commentaries, and speeches). Upon
analysis, conversation has proved to be a highly structured
activity with basic conventions.

. 7 ' @
Main Ideas: S ., N
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Unit 2 COHESION

Objectives:

A text is defined as a physical product, a writien monologue,

.
e —

i and a communicative occurrence which meets seven standards o1
;:'conditions of textmality. In this unit we study’ one of these,
namely coﬁesipn. Cohesion, according to Halliday and Hasan
(19’76'), finks different parts of sentences o1 iarger units of lext,
e.g. the cross-referencing function of pronouns, ;arti.c?es, and some
adverbs (as in “The boy visited a new shop. However, he
couldn’t find any of the items on his shOpping list.™ It

concerns the ways in which the components of the surf ace text i.c.

the actual words we hear or see are connected to each other within
a sequence. There are five major types of cohesive - ties:
reference, substitution, ellipsis. conjunction, and lexical tics.

FES

. wy



I. REFERENCE
The use of referring expressions links different parts of a text,
To establish reference, we use lexical items as wcll as pronouns,

demonstratives, and comparatives.

a. Pronouns:
are used to link certain nouns in the text.
referring backwards to g

ferring forward to g

Most pronouns
Pronouns can. be cither anaphoric,

previously mentioned noun, or cataphoric re
noun that follows. For example, in the sentence Mary asked

him to tell her a story, and so Tom did”, while “her” is
anaphoric, used to refer backwards to “Mary”, “him” is
cataphoric, referring to “Tom”.

b. Demonstratives:

The demonstrative pronouns “this®, “that”, “these”, “those”
are also used as cohesive ties and are also cither anaphoric or
cataphoric. In a sentence like “This is why | like ice cream”, we
assume that the reason was mentioned carlier, and so the tie is
anaphoric. However, in a sentence like “If you are applying for
a new job, you should remember this: punctuality and a
strong sense of cpmmitment are the key to job keeping”, the

’demonstrative “this” refers forward to a large chunk, namely
“punctuality ... jqb keeping”, and so it is cataphoric.

¢. Comparatives:

The comparative form of adjectives can also link to a referent.
oot example, v' ujave Seen nicer places™ implies comparison
with the place bemg referred to. Also, 1n the sentence “We are

. .
T N M e e gt .
HE JBST nmuger ocomp

-"T': A To TR , .
WAnSOR swith oter people, mentiored
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The use of referring expressions also includes the use of
“deictic imarkers”, i.c. expressions that point or refer to parts of
the discourse. These are of five types: person, place, time,
discourse, and social.

Person deixis; grammatical markers of participant roles, with

first person referring to speaker, second person to addressee(s),

and third person to others who are neither speaker nor addressec.
Shifting person reference can lead to confusion because the .
réferent being pointed to cach time should be the same person.

———Place /- spacial-deixis: Spatial_or space dems refers o show

the location of participants, distinguishing between “proximal”
(i.e. close to the speaker) and “distal” (far from the speaker). This
distinction is shown in demonstratives (this vs. that), adverbs
(here Vs, there), verbs (come vs. go, bring vs. take), or phrases (in
front, at our place, back home, down river, uphill, downhill). An- .
interesting example here is how Egyptians say “I'm going upto-
the cemetery” because it is usually on an elevation, while they
say “I'm going down down to Alexandria” which i is downnver

Temporal deixis: refers to time rclatlve to the time of
speaking, as in “now”, “then”, “yesterday”, “today”, “tomorrow”,
“next week”, “in a fortnight” To interpret these would be
xmp0331ble withedt a clue to what day it is at the moment of
speakmg We usually time frame our stories e.g. “once upon a
time”. !

Discourse deixis: Discourse deixis keeps track of reference in
the unfolding discourse such as “in the following chapter”, “this/
that”, thus attending to distance. Distance is also a matter of

-t
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alignment and focus so that iff we closcly jdentify with an idea, it
kely to refer to it as “this™,

onships between speakers

and vice versa.
is “close” and we are h

Social deixis: codes social relati

and addressces or audience. Absolute d '
added 10 a social role (c.g. titles like your Honour™, “Mr.

rclation to
President”) while refational :

uc*xcs are umfmmly

duictics locaic puqons in

S M
the speaker by means of Jexical items (€.g. MY husband™, “ouir
[VOUS, ot 5 a2V 2 , the royal

ents by companies e.g.
.

cousin”, “my boss™) ol pronums (1
“we™, the pronoun “we i announceme

“We ate happy o inform you of Our new ..
2. SUBSTITUITON |
The second major type 0l ruhuswv ties is substitution.  This
involves the use of one item to e pfau. a class of items rather than
a specitic one as with reference. They can be made for nominals,
verb groups and clauses, iying toe marker and the group together.
1. Nominal: “Would you like an ice. cream?”
“No tharks, | just had one.” (“One” here .
substitutes for “ice cream™) 1 love these
arments; | think Vil take the(. blue one.”
(Hee nne sphstitites for “gnrmc.nts")

«©
¥

\

- ray

b. Verbal: “Did you eat?” ’Yes | dig” (“id”
here subsiiiates for “ate™ )
o Clausal: "My teacher advised me 0 work on

my slyle and so [ did” (“So 1 &id" substitutes
for “T worked on my style™ ).
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3. ELLIPSIS

The third major type of cohesion is ellisis, which involves
naming the referent, then omitting or deleting it the second time it

is referred to. Like substitution, ellipsis can be nominal, verbal or
clausal.

a. Nominai: “Would you like to see another magazine?
I'have many ".” (The deleted noun is “magazines™.)

b. Verbal: “Were you sleeping?” “No, | wasn't *.” (The
deleted verb is “sleeping”.)

c. Clausai: "I don't know how to use this vacuurn
cleaner. Pl have to.learn " soon.” (The deleted clau:e
is “how to use this vacuum cleaner™.)

4, CONJUNCTION

The fourth type of cohesive ties is conjunctions. These are
words that join seritences and help interpret the relation between
the clauses. They are of different forms including logical
sequence (thus, therefore, then, so, consequently); cortrast
(however. in contrast, conversely), doubt/ certainty (probably,
possibly, certainly, indubitably); similarity (similarly,
likewise} expansion (for exampie, in particular).  Such
conjuncticits can function in additive, adversative, causal and
temporal relations. . - |

a. Additive: “We studied the English lessons and
solved the math problems.” ‘

b. Adversative: “She looked for a certain file all day in

vain. Yet, when she returned to the office, she found
the missing file under the desk.” ‘

r .
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- ¢. Causal: “She finally found the file,

the manager.” .
d. Temporal: “ Then, she hurried to @ meeting.

5. LEXICAL TIES '

The fifth type of. cohesive ties is 'lexical‘ co.ht?,sxon. Lexica]
ties can be either short (across short pieces 0; discourse) or jony
(across large pieces of discourse). Sometimes, the sam@ \-vo'rd or
synonym is used and repeated throughout the‘tcxt. Other timeg, |
related words are used, and this repetition of the same concept
strengthens the text cohesion. .

a. Repetition: “They -all enjoyed seeing the film.

Actually, the film had won three Oscars.”

b. Synonym: “He served in the army for three years, .
The miitary service provided him with excellent
training in computer skills,”

. ¢. Superordinate: “She got a bouquet of jasmines,
Jaisies_and sunflowers. These flowers filled the
room with a sweet smell.”

- d. Collocation: This means the habityal Co-occurrence of
individual lexical items which are predictable due to the
context. E.g. “Op examining the flower, he saw that

N its petals, leaves ang Stem were all withered.”

Another example js “I' couldn’t correct anythihg, my

red pencil was duil.”

reference, substitution,
all effective ip showing

explicit links betweep parts of the text, and keeping it unified.

~ They are easy to locate i any text

———






