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Good morning!
Literary Criticism

Hello everyonel!

_11115 \\1[.|. l.w. our last lecture. Today, we will talk about
literary entcism.

Literary cnitiasm: the study ol liternry works (c.g. novels,
pocl, clc).

Elements of literary criticism

Literary criticism means that I write a literary essay. So, you
need to read the literary work, and when you read it and
understand it, you need to write about it. When we study a
poem or a novel, we follow certain steps:

. Description (<es¥): What you want to do first to
describe the work to the reader.

# So, 1 try to give a summary of the main clements in that

novel.

9. Analysis (J+a3): it means to study, to establish, or to find
relations between the character and the other charters, the
character and the setting, the character and language, etc.

# So, to find relations, we study all these elements, like
technique, setting, dialogue, ctc.

For example, if you are studying the first conlession, you
study the relations between Jackie and the other characters in

the story.

3. Interpretation (i) you are trying to figure out
meanings of symbolism. S -
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. 5o, we are not jugy establishing e
is beyond analysis,
We say, lor ex: , y
1,01--.11“.:‘tlh.n' -t..\cllll[)li..f:h"‘,('lf.‘ docs not like his grandmother
\.\rl' s¢ she is an ol _'I:ul:.'. mnd she hehaves i a slrange way,
1t we need to do s (o mterpret this kine of relations. So,

this u'.l_:'llum can be interpreted as g conllict between two
seneralions.

lations lere. Interpretation

r!.: E\':‘Lluaucfn (axadll): vy Cxpress our opinion. “Tis is an act
ol judging Ljudge the work as good or bad,

Il you only describe the work, (his is not enticism. When
you miss any clement in your essay, it can no longer be a
good cssay. Also, you have to go step by step; you cannot
start, foe example, [rom interpretation. )

Types of criticism

Crniucism may have like 10 different types. The most
unportant ones arc:

1. Historical (232,5): studying the author's age. So, we try to
focus on the general background in terms ol the political,
social, cultural, and economic aspects of a particular age.

By “age,” we mean a period of time, such as the EZU‘:ccnlun.r.
sl JPA e Al 4ilalt e ﬁ}@l\._.ﬁlﬂfﬁ;k.ﬂfqh
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9. Rhetorical (£34): we focus on the siyle and figures of
speech (e.g. simile, alliteration, metaphor, symbol, etc).

3. Reader’s response (# s A 4la3u); it is the reaction of the

er o w Lhe
reader or the audience. The cnuc nes to i;)icui :ﬂ ho
4 . Y e11CC.
work is received by dillerent categorics of au
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For cxample, how university students react to Partic,
novel, and is it dilferent from the reaction of a ]n'lnfc_--,s(;,,rnlI )
T

- 1
ordinary persot, n

The work reflects your own experience; when yoy res
cotvey your own expericnce lor the work. Tlis i
school in eriticism called reader’s response theory,

l Yoy
4 gy

What is the task ol the critic? It is to challenge or, Perhap
to redefine certain terms. You do not just follow terms; },(m'

redefine them.
_&w‘ Lan Lyl Al ] st A 1"'5-‘
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Drama and Dramatic Performance

Drama: it is a tvpe of literature written in dialogue in ¢jiler
prose or verse. and it is always itended to be performed.
va iy a5 Ul J8 Qe GigiSa Lol e g g
Lo pa Ll o o L\,
So, drama is written for both to be read as a text and to be
performed. The writer of drama is called a playwright or a
dramatist.

The word “drama is” derived from the Greek language, and
it means “to do.” So, il is comnected with action and
movement that can be physical (on the stage in front of your
eyes) or mental.

Drama relies exclusively on dialogue, which is the man
technique in dmma. We do not have description in drama;
we just have characters talking,.
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Elements required in drama
e Conllict

¢ Coutrast

* Tension

e Passion (emotions)

Types of drama
*1. Commeracial theater (i /25 { ow):

The purposc is entertainment, such as a circus (&),

Tlus 1s the lowest type, and usually we call it comedy. It is
comical and [arcical (J2).

It 1s performed by privatc companics or groups i.e. groups
that are not afliliated with or funded by the government.
Ugae gl Lo fall Tugls Casd Vil (6} Lals il gana 08 e s 3

9. Mainstream (literary) theatre (403 gl s £ joss):

It can be both comedy and tragedy because this is very
scrious. It is funded by the state in most countries.

3. Elitist theatre (535 T o)

Somectimes, we reler to it as avant-grade (gib). It is
intended for specialized tastes; it requires people who are
highly-educated and intellectuals.

Remember that here we are just talking about drama as a
linguistic texL.

In all the times - during medieval times pnrticulf{ﬂyll: l;h:sn;;
was used as a tool for propaganda. Also, theatre itse
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as vehicle for religious teaching. Perfornance seems to he

Dasic in religious rituals

Elements of dramatic performance
When the written diuma becomes a play on the stage, we

call it performance or draumatic l!cfrﬂm“}”‘"c'
There are clements to translonn a lextinto i performance:
e Actor (performer)
® Audience

Types of performance _

Verbal: actors speak and use language. It applics to all types
ol drama: comedy, tragedy, historical, romantic, cle.

Non-verbal; we call it pantomime (il Ji Aldia Ay |
relies on body language, gestures, and movements. It can be
only applied to puppet theatre. A puppel means a doll (42e3),
I 1s very popular in Japan.

I'rom the book:

A performance may be pantomimed or may use language.
The performer need not even be human. Puppet drama has
been popular througliout history, and mechanical or machine
plays have been presented.

The perfonmince may use a kind of accessories, like music,
custom (u3l), music, makeup, and lighting. So, these are not
part of the text; they are added to the seript.

I'rom the book:

A performance may be enhanced by custom, makeup,
Scencry, props, lighting, music, and special ellects. These are
used to help create (he illusion of a different character, place,
and tme or to enhanice the special quality of the performance
arl dillerentiate it from cveryday experience.
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The prrpose ol these elements is 1o ereate a sense of e

lity.
oy il st tpiadl peadll 3 58 e anaty a6 13 e
opady A 98 AR) 0 gty Ly y Liaddy 66l ol oy il
For exmuple, you are watching » play that is
on an sk, When you enter the g
really on anisland sur

supposcd to he
age, you feel like you are
| rounded by ocean, waves, fish, whales
ete. This is what we call seenery or seenic desig, | -

5 ...‘..I‘.t"q....
In the EXAM, be careful that you may hay

dilferent level of correctness, so you h
correct one,

¢ options with
ave Lo choose the most

You should study [rom both the book and the summiry 1
am giving you, but the emphasis should be on the summary.

Do you have any questions?

Student: arc Charlie Chaplin’s shows considered as an
exaunple of pantomime?

Professor: no, Charlic Chaplin is a cinema actor, not a
drama actor.

Student: how can 1 dilferentiate between suspense and
mystery Uhat we took last lecture?

Professor: suspense has to do with trying Lo solve a prnhlcnil.
ILis connected with the plot; you do not know how the plotis

going to end and solve itself.
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Suspensc in Arabic means <2581 e A, This suspensc is
caused by mystery (uasedll), A play could have mystery but
have no suspense.

U—-‘-‘Nl d.ax.“ (_14:.._! kY] -!{:“ﬁ“ d&ﬂ-‘l & '|,°-’;S., (,;'ﬁ.ﬂ U.a_,‘ill J:IJJ o t—é}ﬂ'
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So, we always have mystery first, and then suspense. For
cxample, the detective story is usually has suspensc that is
caused by the mystery of the crime.
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That is all for today
Good luck in the exam
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