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HELLO EVERYONE!
' 4 Narrative Techniques
Last time we talked about the narrative techniques. We said that there
are many types of narrators:

¢ The subjective narrator uses the "I" point of view.

¢ The objective narrator is the third person narrator.
We also talked about the reliable and the unreliable narrator and we

talked about the consistent and the inconsistent narrator.
« The reliable narrator is a trust worthy narrator. When he says

something, we believe it. The reliable narrator is consistent.
« The unreliable narrator is inconsistent. He changes his mind all the

time.
We also talked about intrusion, intimacy, and complicity.
We talked about the narrator and the narratee.
¢ The narratee is the person 10 whom the story is

narrator.

Example of an exam guesﬁnn:
o the reader.

The narratee is someone who narrates the story t

narrated by the
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a. True b. False

» The novel is told or addressed to the reader.

e The narration is addressed to the narratee.

When the narratee addresses the narration, he becomes a narrator, \\.:’-.:
had an example about this in Mr. Lockwood and Mrs. Lockwood in
Wuthering Heights by Emile Bronte. :

We talked about the fact that Heart of Darkness 1s a mwc.liﬂ- .

The last thing we talked about was Charles Dickens's Grea.'.t
Expectations and his narrator Pip. 1 said that I don't want the rest of this

paragraph; only this idea is required.
LT

Let's continue:
I'm going to talk about the internal and external elements that may
affect the narrative techniques.
We have nwo kinds of novels that affected the narrative technigues:
- The epistolary novels: they are novels that rely on letter writing. The
novel itself would be a collection of letters. The epistolary novel was in the
18® century.
- The stream of consciousness novel: it appeared in the 20" century.
It is the novel within which the writer examines the psychological aspects
of the characters and delves into their minds. This kind of novels reflects
what 1s happening inside the characters' minds. The minds of the
characters are a stage upon which the events of the novel take place.
These two kinds of novels affected the narrative techniques in addition
to four elements that we are going to talk about.

Note:

- In the paragraph that talks about Joseph Conrad's Heart of Darkness.
I only want you to memorize the names of the narrators. We said we have
Marlow_as the inside_narrator and we have an outer narrator that in
unnamed.

- In the next paragraph, I only want the following: In Charles Dicke
Great Expectations (1 860-61) the narrator is Pip,
- The rest of this paragraph is not_required

- Page 28: From the beginning of the page until "he comments directly"
is not required.

Page 28:

It is, in conclusion, important to be able to see narratiye tec
their historical context and development, as well as appre
‘internal’ technical reasons for developments in narrative te

ns's

hniques in
tiating the
chnique. 1.
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The rise of the epistolary novel in the eighteenth century cannot be |
unﬂf"_‘-"m“d apart from the much greater importance of letter writing at
that nme,.and 2. the emergence of the stream of consciousness novel in
the twentieth century has to be related to the development of modem
psychology and the increasing interest in mental operations that
accompanies it.

It 18 H"Pf‘ﬂﬂl}l to look at the historical context within which the novel
and the narmative techniques developed because they are the outet
,:mmundmg_clrcumsmnccs that influenced the narrative techniques.
Narrative techniques: 3 !
Epistolary novel: diu I 44
Stream of consciousness novel: el Jb 4y

. iU i dgay (e Ayl ) 38 Shass o)) Ugle

We said that there are external reasons and internal reasons for the
development of the narrative techniques.

Epistolary novel is a novel that relies on writing letters like Samuel

Richardson's Clarissa.

iy o e LS claioall 0585 S N 2055 v
The stream of consciousness novel had something to_do with_the
development of psvchology. Novelists as parts of society are always
affected and influenced by social events. That is why in the 20" century,
the development of psychology affected the novel and the narrative

techniques.
The stream_of consciousness novel is a novel that depends on character

analysis. In this type of novel, the character's head is reduced into a stage
upon which the events are taking place. The stream of CONSCIOUSNESS

novels are interested in the dark motifs and impulses and emotions that are
related to the mind and to the psychnlngical aspects. )
g A pall 4 Si Al Silady

elements that affected the

Now we're going to talk about a set of

narrative techniques.
Writers are part of

by their societies. Writers may

in their novels. e o
The following factors aré all important in as

a particular narrative technique: .
1. Changes in the dominant modes of human communication (think of

the enormous effect that the telephone has had on us and that the |
e
AYDI© 2023

Literary Texts Il 3.4+5+6 15

hey influence and are influenced

their societies so t : '
ything that is invented and use 1t

borrow an

sessing the significance of

CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

computer is having). B adiag]
2, The effect of different world-views, philosophies, an< 7 Eot?\?'es
(there is clearly a parallel between a belief in @ God who s5ees every thing,

and novelists' use of omniscient narrators; loss of belief in such. a. F‘?d
seems to have been paralleled by a disenchantment with the possibilities
of narrative omniscience).

3. Changes In readership patterns and
feel intimate with a larger, more amorp
readers - or to feel at ease with readers mai
oneself).

4. Larger changes in human life and mod
the growth of urban living, of mass communication,

and politics). j
The omniscient narrator is a narrator that f-'1‘_‘f:'-"i'ic-’lqﬂmﬂt and f':’}“f . t'n ;:] I
1ing like

a character in the novel_He knows everything and narrates every

a God who sees everything. ' |
e gl ..__5111....":.'1@3.;1_;5‘- q:J’I L}aiﬂ‘@iﬂ-ﬁﬂm

1. The increased modern technological tools and gadgets that are used
or communication. The invention 0 the telephone is the clearest sxam;:i!e_
i caan Al Siagl

gl e S il Ll g€ Sl Jeal A o sl Bl :
agly “,._i.:._J._i\

perhaps harder to .

habits (it is
nonymous set of

hous and 2@
nly of the opposite sex from

es of consciousness (think of
of modem science

2 There is an effect for_the different ideologies such as Marxism,

Capitalism and Globalization.
3. Changes in readership patterns and habits.

SN e o ol el il o (Al 3 b 2 sl
When vou as a writer are Writing something, you have to think about the
readers. There are theorics that are called receptionist theories.

4 Larger changes in human life and modes of consclousness.

syl i e i35 o gl gl a5 AY) slall 3 (Sl & sl
Summary
There are four factors that affected the narrative techniques:
1. The mode of communication
2. The effect of worldviews, philosophies, and ideologies
3. Readership patterns and habits

4, Changes in human life and in modes of consciousness
doookok

Before moving on to characters, I want to ask you a few questions:
¢ Is the reliable narrator consistent or inconsistent? -

S
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~ character itself. The name of the

Consistent
o What is the difference ©
wiween the na
X rrator and the narratee?
The narrator narrates or tells the story or the events of the r;nvcl

1o narratee 18
Tl < : o anmmne to whom the narrator narrates the story.
¢ The novel 1s addressed to us as readers

a. True b. False (true)

L ll'E l'LIId'lﬂE 'iS the onc t . QEEd hh‘ lh'e
I 1 4] Whnul the QO }
‘ ' n ‘H’E' ﬂd(:lrc-- } %

a. True b. False (false) ey

- The novel is addressed to the reader. " .

_ The narration is addressed to the narratee. Farties ..

» What is an epistolary novel? el o

lt'is a novel that relies on the art of writing letters. An example is
Clarissa.

e What are the two main factors that affected the narrative techniques?

Epistolary novel and stream of consciousness novel.

The epistolary movel emerged in the 18" century. The stream of
consciousness novel emerged in the 20™ century. An example about the
cream of consciousness work is a movie entitled Hours starting: Nicole
1 idman. This movie is based on a novel by Virginia Woolf. If you read

this novel you'll see how the author psychological explores the character.
FRRkk

gl RS (Character = con IET R

When we talked about the difference belween a novel and poetry, we
<aid that the three main elements of the novel are: actions, characters, and
plot. So "characters” is one of the main elements of a novel. We said that a
poem could go without characters. ' -

The first thing that you think about when you want to write a novel is to
choose the names of your characters. When a writer chooses a name fora
character in a novel, it is for a reason. The character must carry the
qualities of the name itself. In real life for example a person named Amal
would indicate hope and optimism. "

It's true that the characters in a novel represent and reflect real l_ife: but
they are not really human beings. That's why when you have a character

you must analyze and criticize it and take a close look into the name ‘nt' the
character is very important and it tells

something.

AYDI© 2023
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D |

Is there any character without a name?

No. But you may choose one letter as a name of a character in a novel,
On the other hand, in real life when you want to choose a name for a new-

born baby, you have to choose a proper name. A German writer once
_chose the name S for his character. B

We should realize that characters in novels aren't quite Iike:;T
people. In everyday life we sometimes meet a person with an unusually
appropriate name: the very tall person called Long or the radio engineer
called Sparks. But the peculiar appropriateness of Heathcliff s name, for
instance, is surely hardly ever met with in real life. And what about |
Dickens's Esther Summerson - who acts like a 'Summer sun' in Bleak
House, dispelling the shadows with which the work is, initially, filled?
Even 'Tom Jones' with its resolute lack of connotations or associations
seems extraordinarily appropriate a name for the non-aristocratic,
| hormally healthy hero of Fielding's novel. N J

A tall person for example would be named Long. An engineer would be
called Sparks.

HeathclifT is the main character in Wuthering Heights. "Heath" means
wild. "CLiff" means a rocky valley. Heathcliff together is translated into
Arabic as (U sidl ). The name Heathcliff reflects the mentality and
the nature of the character because we're going to know that Heathcliff is
of a poor background. He loves this aristocratic girl very passionately but
he cannot marry her because of these social class differences. Heathcliff is
very hot-tempered and he gets angry easily. So his name reflects his
identity as a character in the novel itself.

In the novel Wuthering Heights, Heathcliff's name (Lisgal <l
reflects the mentality of the character. In_novels, names are indicators of
the identities of the characters.

Another example is found in Dickens's Bleak House (pll) cudl) In
this novel, there is a character whose name is Summerson. The novel
reflects the sufferings and the poor situations at the time. These sufferings
seem to go away when the character Sunmerson comes into the scene.
Within a time of despair and suffering, this character gives a flash of hope
just as a summer sun. Summerson is a female character.

The name Tom Jones doesn't mean anything and it doesn't indicate
anything. This is what the writer wanted because this character itself lives
a very normal life. That is why he is given a normal name.

- Note:

From_the previous paragraph, | only

want you to memorize the
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amples of Heathclif], Te . .
| Uiﬂ’iﬁc w‘{:h me '[ﬂt-'f'.’::__ am Jones, and Sunmerson.
;I;L :L:‘:Lt‘iﬁ l;lj:gf“:;ﬂm—t }hu c:;amc!crn has a wild nature
L"Q‘JJH -.r' 3 g sa 4] ‘uh,.:ull u;:r!;ﬁ :'csh—-m]'rtj‘}a_nili Ja il }*rh—.‘f&‘i‘
characterization uan:‘:h - jl};m t:_::;"j T 21 B
The title Bleak House suggests pm-crly':dnuuﬁd SL E:‘UF ? g
d e _ sadness, and sutlering.

Sunmerson is a name that reveals part of the character's personality. The
character 1S like a glimpse of hope in a world full of suffering, agony and
darkness. Every time this character appears in the novel it‘ d?spelis the
<hadows and spreads hope wherever il goes. ‘ -

We can say here that names are used symbolically because the name
indicates lhc_ personality or the identity of the character. 2

_ Note: in on of Alsaadawi's novcllas we have a character named
Sharifa. She is forced to sell her body. At the very end of the story, you
find that Sharifa is better than all the people of religion and power. So
sometimes 1t's the other way around.

_ Note: a name that doesn't have a meaning like Tom Jones indicates a
normal person who is unimportant in the novel. Some names have
religious connotations such as William, Ibrahim, Khalil, Daniel, etc.

Keep in mind that choosing the name of a character is always done
intentionally. The writer names his character for a purposc.

Let us try to explore some of the differences that exist between
literary characters. We have some well-established terms to draw on
initially: major and minor characters, flat and round characters, stock
characters, ‘types, caricatures, and so on.

‘e have different kinds of characters:
~ Muain characters and secondary characters.
- Major characters and minor characters.

- Complex characters and simple characters.
nd characters: Flat characters are only shown

- Flat characters and rou
from one dimension. The flat character 15 8 simple character such as a servant
from different dimensions and

or a postman. Round characters are shown
perspectives. The main character must be a round character because you are

looking into it from €very angle and from every perspective. ‘
- Developing _characlers and _static__chardciers. the developing
character is the main character. Static characters are like flat characters.
Major character At M A+-==*'J‘ = e
cter Rt Apasd

Minor or secondary chara
. P e ,
AYDI© 2023
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Major characters are like leatheliff and Catherine. Catherine is the

heroine of the novel Wuthering Heights.
Secondary or minor characters are

Lockwood.
Flat character asly sy <ilh dalawa FIPE

Rounded character is l]lwptﬁlh:nf the fat character. -

A novelist may use a character for purposes quite other than
‘characterization'; to say that there are different types of character is to
say in effect that novelists portray human individuals for a range of
different purposes. This is why it is a mistake always to talk about
characters in a novel as if they were real people; clearly the novelist
relies upon our knowledge of and reactions to real people in his or her
creation of character, but characters are often created by novelists for |
purposes other than that of investigating human personality nrl
psychology. I

I want you to write something:

1. Flat characters are one dimensional characters or static characters
seen from one dimension or perspective.

2 Round characters can be seen from different dimensions and we
know everything about these characters. This is why we say:

- Most major characters are round, developing, or complex characters.

- Most minor characters are flat characters.

- Flat characters = static characters = stock characters = types =

caricatures
Static characters: 2|y 2 & Ay JAum Yy el Y Ag oS Sluadl

They can be used to tell a story, to exemplify a belief, to contribute to
a_symbolic pattern in a novel, or merely to facilitate a particular plot

v ment.

[ want you to know that characters have roles. Every character is
introduced into the novel for a certain purpose. There are different reasons
for introducing characters.

1. They can be used to tell a story (narrator)

2 They can be used to_exemplify a belief (\a el jap ol Jia) A
character may exemplify knowledge or evil or ignorance. When | have a
character that is called Scieny and he's a student that is searching for
knowledge, his name exemplifies the search for knowledge. A thief or a
f:;:f;uﬁf}r’n&ﬁilgwl. A mother exemplifies peacefulness, love, care, and

like Mr. Lockwood and Mrs.
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3 To contribute 1o a Symbolic
plot to move forward; i ;‘n:’ly ¢
episode or a chapter ang anotl
between Iwo scenes
taill 138 5 54l 48 L 4 ¢

For example, Heatheliff ye ot i ek S e 6

) represents the wild nature of a man because

i I ! !u! |."‘I I'i\'rl.l.lll. L8 n r

It means to push the plot forward be Y
ca
backbone of the novel itself, use a5 we know, the plot is the

Summary o ki ol
Characters are used for th i ,
1. To tell a story #0llowing purposes:
. To exemplify a belief
. To contribute to a symbolic pattern
- To facilitate plot development

Now we are going to talk about characterization.

e What 1s characterization?

It is the methods that we use in order to create characters.

What are the most important methods of characterization available to
the novelist? There are four that are worth thinking about. First by
' description or report. In Conrad's Heart of Darkness we know a very
large amount about Mr Kurtz before ever he appears before us; other
' characters in the novella have talked about him so much, have reported
' on his actions and beliefs, that we feel it is almost as if we had met him
| ourselves. The description of physical characteristics - and especially of
' physiognomy - is a very traditional means whereby the writer can

| suggest what sort of character with which we are faced.
The most important methods of characterization are: -
A PPERAL HJ@H..:@ PR lgatidey Al .;gﬁn_p.m_

1. Description or report :
Description: when you In |
physical appearance and mental or psychologl
Report: when you let other characters descr
- Example of description: : _
Heathcliff is a man with brown Cycs. He's very long (Physical

Pattern. This is a character that helps the
ln'rmu;:f:l between an episode and another
er chapter. It may be used to connect

[ ]

ik

Jom

troduce a character, you describe his/her
cal aspects.
ibe the character,

AYDI© 2023

—
21

Literary Texts 11 3.4+5+6

CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

description)

HeatheldT
{Psyuhnlngical'Ijusilﬁp‘;’icnfg} gﬂllﬂrﬁllﬁ [‘:CTHHT'I.
- Do you think characterization is important
lmq%nant cl-tnracler that characterization slmu?d rhc SUCCESS
Eharagtcrfi:::?nn L:-;:IE:S[: i Its very important 10 1h“""c 5““'_:3““'

. Jain character becausc the main character 1s the
ultimate hero of the novel itself.

For qxamplc, in Conrad's Heart of Darkness the narrator narrates the
descriptions of Mr. Kurz before he enters in the cvents. So
characterization began even before the character appeared.

Physiognomy: A il ple

In physiognomy, you can
outer appearance. S0 the descripti
is by the other charactcts.
(175 Actionz: 2 iR e L SR

Second, character can be established by action: when Insarov in
Turgenev's On the Eve (1859) throws the insolent German into the water
. an action of which his effete Russian companions are palpably
incapable - then we learn something about him which pages of

description could not give us.

He gets angry casily

2 What is the most
fully to create?

of a person from his/her

know the personality
the writer. Report

on is by the narrator or

aph is not required; just read it.) l.

(The example in this paragr
wpsita ol gl :wit:ﬁl_);lﬂﬁdﬂﬂ 3 5 action e Jnis g 910 Ll Aguasad
e ymgle o L.ME,_}-‘#;_L..A-'!—ﬂ‘

The action reveals the character's mood, thinking, morality, behawvior,

and sometimes the social background.
When a novelist creates & <haracter that is doing

revealing something about this character.
In the example of Insarov, the book is saying that we may know a little
bit about a character but then one action happens and it reveals very much

about the p_ersonaiity of the character.
nversation

3. Thought or €0 | Fahi .
acter's thought or conversation. Dialogue in

Third, through 2 char
ng character: think how much we

particular is 2 wonderful way of reveali
ly through her conversation - 50O

learn about Niiss Bates in Emma mere
much so that comment from Austen's narrator is really not needed.

Modern novelists have shown how much we can learn about a character
merely by following his or her thoughts; in Virginia Woolf's Mrs

an action, then he's

_____—-—'—'_'--

AYDI© 2023
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palloway C'-‘"i“: Dalloway and Peter Walsh actually do very little, but |
py the end of the novel we feel that we know them quite well just by
having followed so many of their thoughts.

and finally the novelist can use symbol or image to reveal and
develop @ character.

Ui T Thaa J95 e dpeadl 036

When the L‘hﬂrqt‘tcrs talk about something, they reveal something about
therr way of thinking and their perspective of life.

rhought means the way of thinking,

e How do we know that the thought of a character reveals something?

A character may invoke something from the past or think ,about
something in the future. The writer reveals this to us in order for us to
understand more about the character itself, When we enter the character's
mind, this 1s called thought.

For example, thoughts give us something more that actions in Virginia
Woolf's Mrs. Dalloway. By the end of the novel we feel that we know the
characters quite well from their thoughts.

We talked about dialog and conversation when two characters talk to
each other. Now here we're talking about monologs 513 z 85 swhen a
character is thinking or talking to himself/herself, These monologs may
reveal to us more than any action would reveal,

- The dialog is external between two characters

- The monolog 1s internal within one's self

4. Symbol orimage A e P A,

- When you create an atmosphere around the character, it is called

imagery.
- When you produce an optimistic character for example, it indicates

something; it is a symbol. -
For example, Summerson is a symbol of hope, Heathelif'is a symbol of

“wild nature,

Summmy:
The four methods of characterization are:

I. Description or report .
Description is by the author. Report is by the characters.

2. Action ‘
3. Thought or conversation (monolog or dialog)

4. Symbol or image

Thank You

—
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