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GOOD MORNING!
First of all, my name is Deima Balouq. I am going to ]

teach you phonetics & phonology this term.

Welcome to ‘phonetic transcription’. Do you think it is
going to be easy?

Student: Maybe.

Instructor: Ok. Is it English?

Student: It is how we pronounce in English.

Instructor: Exactly! So, it is about how to pronounce
English.

So, first of all, we need to warm-up by doing some
articulations in our lips, for example. We need to train

some of our muscles to know how to pronounce correctly.
¥ 3k ok

Now, what do we mean by phonology”

Student: The science of sounds.

Instructor: OK. So, it_is the study of patterns of
sounds.

Before we discuss phonology & phonetics, we will go
into a little journey inside our mouths to see how we
pronounce words and what articulators involved while
pronouncing sounds. We are going to see who are ‘the
workers’ (articulators) in our mouths who help us to
produce sounds effortlessly. We produce
sounds effortlessly, but we don’t know

¥
the hidden ‘solders’ there. x KEA‘y?¥
¥

Are you ready to undertake this

journey? * GOl %
Students: Yes! *
Instructor: Great!
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Actually, we call these ‘workers’ as ‘articulators’

because they articulate sounds.
b4 Organs of Speech (Articulators):
:dh-"” sliac | %

|
nose upper teeth N j
soft palate (velum) |

hard

alveolar ridge palate

upper liy

uvula
tongue

pharynx

[ lower teeth / ,/ |

arynx '. “_/_) glottis |

As you can see, this is your mouth.

The journey starts from here (the larynx 3 isll). We call
this place as the larynx.

1) The Larynx 5 adal);

This is the place where air moves or flows from your
lungs to your mouth (or nose). So, it is like a passage
where air flows.
adll ) 5 5l e Mitie o) gl Ly s ) s gl Adkaiall 4 5 jaiall

P ISR EVIPYAVE (PR

After the larynx, we have the pharynx.

2) The Pharynx s edd);

After the pharynx, we have two ways: either the air goes
to your nose, or the air goes to your mouth.

A5 Y YA e e Ol el o galill amy o) gl syl 2a
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Now, we move to the mouth. In the mouth, first we j

) The Soft Palate (Velum) (il (alal) Gl
This is the last thing that you have when you open y@
mouth. This is the soft part in your palate (Gl W)
Examples of the sounds that are produced from the Soﬂ;
palate or velum are /k/ & /g/ as in (gas). These two sounds
are called velar sounds. |
Now, after the soft palate, we have:

4) The Hard Palate wlall (alad) i 1

We call the sounds that are produced from the hard palate
as palatal. An example of palatal sounds is /j/ as in (yes).

After the hard palate, we have: i i

5) The Alveolar Ridge (Cbwdd 4ualil) 44t)). ,

We call the sounds that are produced from the alveolar

ridge as alveolars. Examples of alveolar sounds are /t/, /dl,
m/, efc.

After the aveolar ridge, we have:
6) The Teeth: Of course, we have: !
a. Upper Teeth.
b. Lower Teeth.

We call the sounds that are produced with the help of the
teeth as dental. Dental sounds are /0/ (as in think) & /0/ (as
in that).

After the teeth, we have i

7) The Lips: Of course, we have o

a. The upper lip. e

b. The lower lip.

Most of the times, we use both the upper lip and the lowel-'_[f%

lip te produce certain sounds (/m/, /p/ & /b/). We call these
sounds as bilabial sounds.

ave;
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However, sometimes we use our lower lip and upper teeth
in order to produce certain sounds (/f/ & /v/). When we use

the lower and the upper teeth, we call the sounds produced
as labiodental sounds.

Now, the last (and the most important) articulator is:

8 ) T h € T 0 nﬂe . We have Front Back
different parts of the tongue: Mader i

a. The tip of the tongue. ol
b. The blade of the tongue. |
c. The front part of the tongue.
d. The back part of the tongue.
e. The center part of the tongue.

We need to know the parts of the tongue because
sometimes we raise the back, front, or center part of
the tongue to the palate in order to produce certain
sounds. We sometimes even use the tip of the tongue
to produce certain sounds.

As I said previously, all these muscles that we use
in order to produce sounds are called articulators.
So, articulators are the muscles that we use in order
to speak. Do you feel them while speaking?

Students: No/Yes.

Instructor: Ok. Actually, we can feel them, but
when we speak fluently, we don’t think about these
muscles that are working in our mouths. Later, I may
show you a video about how X-ray can show you

how articulators are working in order to produce
sounds.

m ilanwar,us 5 A
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in this course, We are going to de
nonemes rather than the alphabet. In English, the

Epel] letters is different from the way you j

sounds. Spelling 1 different from pronun(:latlon
How many phonemes (sounds) do we have in E

Student: 44. je
Instructor: Exactly! So, we have 44 sou

phonemes. They are divided into consonants & v

1. Consonants: | 5 i

We have 24 consonants. orel

The good news is that 16 of them are the sam
alphabet (/b/, /pl, 1, /41, 15, /21, 1K, I, /£], I, Inal

/wl,/n/, & /h/). |

We have 8 consonants which are somehow scary ®';
don’t get panicked because I will help you to und‘ev\
them. They are:

> /[/ as in (sheep, show, etc.).

> /3/ as in (pleasure, treasure, usually, etc.).

> /tf/ as in (chair, teacher, church, etc.).

» /d3/ as in (July, June, George, education, etc.).

» /0/ as in (thought, think, etc.).

» /0/ as in (this, that, those, the, etc.).

» /n/: We usually use this sound when we have —1n
(e.g. shocking, swimming, etc.).

» /]/ as in (yes xet xoung, plaz, efc. )

ACtUﬂ”Ya
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"3 J: :
on (:) next to certain vowels 10

We use a col
indicate that it they are long vowels (¢.8- /i/).
ounced longer than

Long vowels are pron
short vowels (compare lead Nli:d/ & lid /lrd/)

[ ot’s transcribe the words ‘sheep’ and ‘ship”:

» Sheep: /[i:p/
» Ship: /fip/
» Friend: /frend/

NOTE:

Phonetic Transcription:
If you open any dictionary, you will find the
transcription next to each word. Transcription
helps us pronouncing any word. For example, the
transcription of the word ‘phonetics’ is /fa 'net.;ks/

o fu:/ Vs. v/
/1s a long vowel, while /v/ is a short vowel

riv alanwar.us
- 7 q
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/is ‘you’.

le of /u:
An examp foof’.

An example of /0/ 18
> You: /ju/
» Foot: /fot/

/a:/ Vs. /n/ Wil
/o} is a long vowel, while /p/ 1s a short 3

An example of /0:/ is “law.
An example of /v/ is ‘hot”.
» Law: /lo!/

» Hot: /hot/
Ja:/ Vs. /Al & &/

/a:/ is a long vowel, while /a/ and /a&/
are short vowels.

We do this sound /a:/ when we go to
the doctor. When you go to the
doctor, s/he tells you to open your
mouth and say /a:/.

An example of /a:/ is ‘car’.

Anexample of /A/ is ‘cut’.

An example of /&/ is ‘cat’.

» Car: /ka:/ F.

» Cut: /kat/

> Cat: /kaet/

||||
,,,,

/3:/ Vs. /a/

/3:/is a long vowel, while / a 5 '
Short schwa /a/ i i Sho

Anexample of /3:/ ig ‘earth’,
Anexample of /o/ ig “about’,

ﬁmm S
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» Earth: /3:0/
» About: /3 baot/

monophthongs
i I U u.
sheep ship good shoot
e o I J.
bed teacher bird door
e A a. D
cat up far on

These are the vowels in English. When we put them, we
can have what we call diphthongs. We are not going to do
diphthongs because you have to memorize consonants and
vowels first. Then, we are going to see how we can put
'them together. Also, we will learn about the places in

which we can produce these sounds.
Xk Xk

Accent Vs. Dialect

In the book that we are going to follow, we are going to
learn the British pronunciation. So, we will focus on the
British pronunciation because you might say that the word
(hot), for example, is pronounced as /ha:t/ in the American
accent, whereas it is pronounced as /hot/ in the British
accent. So, this has to do with accents.

Now, what is the difference between accents and
dialects? What do we mean by ‘accent’, and what do we
mean by ‘dialect’?

n;alanwar.us 9 A
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Stadent: Accent is included in the .diglect. Di.alect o the
difference in grammar and pronunCIatlon,. Whlle accents_;.
focus only on the difference in the pro.nuncw%tlon,

Instructor: Exactly! Dialects differ in termg of
pronunciation, grammar and word order, whereag

accent only has to do with pronunciation.

Dialect Accent -
The variety of a Differences of accent
language which is are pronunciation

different from others not : differences oply.
just in pronunciation | SIS/ 4 M{ 2 el
but also in vocabulary, il zhilf U b 4
grammar and spelling.

o ALl 4 £ 57 4 daglh
A58l 5 Cilall) g Bdllf uua
Now, let me give you examples to illustrate the

distinction between dialects and accents.

An example of the difference in accents is the
pronunciation of the word (hot). In the British accent,
‘hot” is pronounced as /hot/, whereas in the American
accent it is pronounced as /ha:t/. 4

So, “accent’ is just about how we pronounce words. We
even have different accents in Arabic. For example,
Damascene people have a different accent than Homsi
people or Egyptian people, for example.

As for dialects, we say that they differ i
vocabulary, grammar and spelling.

Let’s give an example about the difference in L
vocabulary. In Damascus, for cxample, they call the -

n terms of |

E@MM 10
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spoon as “diale’ while in the north part of Syria they call
i( 43387, So, 1t 1s totally different word.

Let’'s now give an example about the difference in
orammar. For example, Damascene people don’t put ‘&’
at the end of certain words, whereas people in Deir
Ezzor do so (e.g. Oslary),

* sk ok
Now, the accent that we are going to follow is called

Received Pronunciation (RP) s )l 3haill Tt is also called
the standard pronunciation or BBC pronunciation.

% ok ok

Now, let’s have a quick practice. I am going to give
you some words, and you have to write the transcription
of the word.

How can I write the transcription of the word
‘laugh’?

Student: /la:f/.

Instructor: Ok. How many phonemes or sounds do
we have in this word?

Students: Three.

Instructor: Exactly! So, we have three phonemes.

How many phonemes do we have in the word ‘half’?

Students: Three.

Instructor: Exactly! The /I/_is silent in this word
/ha:f/.

How many phonemes do we have in the word “wrist’?
Students: Four.

Instructor: Exactly! The /w/ is silent in this word
/rist/.

'az alanwar.us 11 A\
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How many phonemes do we have ;

‘ought’?
Students: Two.
Instructor: Exactly!

‘shrink’?

Students: Five.

Instructor: Exactly, /[rimk/. %)
How many phonemes do we have
‘meeting’?

Students: Five.

Instructor: Exactly, /mi:tm/.

* k%

Our course book for this semester is
English. 1t is available in the library,
provide you with an extra material fot

Starting from next lecture, we are
8:30.

Do you have any questions?

Students: No.

Instructor: Ok. Actually, T advise
mirror and see how your artlculator
you pronounce sounds. Lo

Next lecture, we are going to talk mc
articulators.

That’s all for today.

nlﬂanmr_-us
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