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HELLO EVERYONE!

Caryl Churchill who is born 1938, and she is still alive. She is a British feminiat
playwright. We will discuss the meaning of the word feminist or feminism which is a
movement that fights for cqual rights between men and women, Caryl Churchill
started her writing career with writing radio plays, especially in the 19603, She waa
discontent with her personal life as a housewifc and a mother; she was frustrated, she
was feeling isolated from the outside world she was feeling lonely because the only
responsibility she had is to look afier her kids and her husband and for her it wasn’t
enough. She wanted to do more for herself and for socicty. She was a mother for
three children and she was marricd to a barrister i.c. a lawyer,

She struggled to combine motherhood with her career. Her gender awareness and
the isolated conditions of domestic life let her to ask the following question: can we
reconcile work and family? Can we be a full-time mothers and full-time employers or
employees? Can we create a balance between being successful housewives and
mothers and independent women at the same time? Is this possible and how?

She said the following

"1 didn’ t feela part of what was happenlng in the sixties. During that time | felt
isolated. |’ had small children and :was havmg miscarriages. It was. an extremely
‘sohtary ||fe What pOII’tICIzed me was bemg discontent with’ my own life of being
a bamster s W|fe and ‘Just bemg at home Lt seemed claustrophoblc By the
.mld 605 l had thls gloomy; feellng': thatw hen theJRevqutlon came I Would be
:swept aWay.-v_ DA e -."—', 7, A '_. «’I e

During the 19605 she was depressed and 1solated, as she was unhappy

- Claustrophobia: a strong fear of being in a
small enclosed space or in a situation that limits what you can do ( (WY (e il
aalzall),

ol 9 LS (g jlaall el y dall el Jayla

In 1975, she was the first woman to have a residency at the Royal Court Theatre.
By residency I mean she was the first woman to become a permanent playwright at
the Royal Court Theatre where she was tutor for the Young Writers Group and she
wrote under the influence of feminism. In the 1970s, gave Churchill ‘a context for
thinking of’ herself ‘as a woman writer’. She is interested in women’s struggle,
women’s rights, and anything related to women basically. Her personal struggle as a
mother and a housewife was inspirable from women’s struggle.

Themes and topics of her plays are of sexual and racial oppression as her play in
Cloud Nine. In Far Away and The Skriker, she is interested in ecological destruction.
In her play Vinegar Tom, she is interested in gender inequality and sexual oppression.

- Ecological: related to the environment

- Gender inequality: misogyny (sl sS)/double standards based on
gender/superiority of men over women/gender based discrimination of one sex over
the other.

%%k

~ We are going to look at the play which is entitled ‘Far Away’. The play was
‘written in 2000, so it is very recent play.
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Far Away was first pcrfmmcd at the Royal Court Theatre Upmm I.Ondon, on
24 November 2000, with the following cast:
- YOUNG JOAN
HARPER
TODD
OLDER JOAN -
+ - Characters
"JOAN, a girl
' HARPER. her aunt
“TODD, a young man
' The Parade [Scene 2.5): fine is too few and twenty better than ten. A hundred? i
- Parade: festival
At the beginning, she said (Harper’s house. Night) and this is (stage directions)
which are instructions for the readers.

HARPER's house. Night R O A 0t 5
JOAN = |lcan‘tsleep. . R : 2/
HARPER- _._|It's the strange bed. iy

JOAN . - | No}llike dlfferent places. R i i

‘ HARPER

Are you cold" AL

. aught and shé

"-_V,_
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HARPER _ | You're over-tired. Go to bed. I'm going to bed myulf
JOAN | went out. L b e e R S
HARPER | When? jy_s_t now? N A S AN 25 L
JOAN | Just now. ORI el
HARPER No wonder you're cold. It's hot in the daytlme here but it's ¢old at
night. PN T O BSRAT L

JOAN. The stars are brighter here than at home. ke
HARPER It's because there's no streetlights. .~~~
JOAN | couldn’t see much .

| don’t expect you could. How did you get
il ‘out? | didn’t hear the door. ‘
JOAN | went out the window.

Harper is Joan’s aunt. What is Joan doing in her aunt’s house?

Student: a visit.

Professor: ok. What did they talk about?

Student: weather.

Student: Harper is protective over Joan.

Professor: good. The aunt protects Joan. What keeps Joan awake at night (it’s
2:00 a.m.)?

Student: too hot, nightmares, she is missing her parents.

Professor: good.

On page 135, she says (I went out the window); what kind of character does Joan

have?

Student: funny and naughty.

:JOAN

Professor 1s she? She is rebe] She dlsobeys orders of her aunt and parents

JOAN

t,HARPER

: go. : _
Now what happens? What kmd of relatlonshlp they have"

There is a kind of clash between the aunt and the child. She is her aunt, her
protective, and she has responsibility because she is in the role of the parents (she
is in the shoes of a parent).

What are the expectations of Harper regarding Joan?

Student: to be polite.

Professor: polite and no naughty adventures ut night. A child should sleep at
night. This is the expectation of the parents and aunt. Did Joan do this? No, of course.
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Harper says, “1I’'m responsible for you”, What does she mean?

She defines the relationship. She means | have the power. You are a child and
you are in my house. The game of power is orchestrated by the annt. She 1ays
I’'m your aunt and you are not my aunt. You just a little child and you go to hed
right now. No adventures,

Notice how the minute you define the boundaries with the child, the child actually
retreats back and says I'm sorry.

JOAN |Therewasareason. IREOPIY 5o Ay M nil
HARPER " [Forgoingout? .~~~ « .~

JOAN ' [l heard a noise. W T A e 2 WS
HARPER = |Anowl? = e 3 i
JOAN A shriek.

An owl then. There are all sorts of birds here, you might see a
golden oriole. People come here specially to watch birds and we
HARPER sometimes make tea or coffee or sell bottles of water because

: there's no cafe and people don't expect that and they get thirsty.
| You'll see in the morning what a beautiful place it is.

Notice the choice of words by Caryl Churchill: (I heard a noise), (an owl?), (a
shriek). Notice how different sounds we have here. (A noisc) is different from (an
owl) and is different from (a shnck)

JOAN: -~ [Itwas more like'a person screaming 7.

‘HARPER. - - lt is like'a person screamlng whellyou hear an owl. s
JOAN - | It was.a person screaming iarg A '
5.7 | Poor.girl; what a fright ) you must have had imagmmg you heard -

HARPER - . somebody screaming. You should have come straight down here to
e 'me; X ;.,. iy : ; : iy
JOAN ~“:|1'wantedto's se :
HARPER -| it was dark: * ~

Now, Joan 1s making a confessxon of what she heard when she was on thc top of
the tree. It was a shriek not an owl as her aunt though; it was a human screaming.
What did the answer of her aunt? It was an owl. The aunt said poor girl you must
have had imagining. There is a no human screaming. It’s just an owl. Stop imagining
and go to bed.

We see now an adult constructing a story, a child telling a story and an adult
actually d1$mountmg the story of the ch11d, rewntmg 1t dlffercntly for a rmson.

'/v'-y S
-
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That's all nght then. Did'you talk to him? | expect you ware
“U 0 | frightened he'd say what are you doing out of your bed so late,
JOAN |1 stayed in the tree.

HARPER | He didn't see you?

HARPER

e T I P —

e e et i A B el e s S i

JOAN | No.

He'll be surprised won't he, he'll Iaugh when he hears you were up in
the tree. He'll be cross but he doesn’t mean it, he’ll think it's a good

HARAER joke, it's the sort of thing he did when he was a hoy. So bed now. Vi
.| go up too. 2]
JOAN He was pushing someone. He was bundling someone into a shed,

How do you describe little Joan’s personality so far?

Student: curious, nosy, stubbom...

Professor: she determined to tell her story. We sce the Joan's narrative against
the adult, for course, you might take side with the adult who is the aunt and this is
normal, but in a minute, little Joan’s narrative turned the table upside down and you
will change your perspective.

By saying (He’ll be surprised won’t he, he’ll laugh when he hears you were up
in the tree. He’ll be cross but he doesn’t mean it, he’ll think it’s a good joke, it's
the sort of thing he did when he was a boy. So bed now. I’ll go up too), the aunt is
trying to keep quiet, she is trying to silence the little girl like she is saying to her (end
the story and good night), but it’s not the end of the story for Joan. Joan is saying (he
was pushing someone. He was bundling someone into a shed) as if she is saying
don’t stop me because I have more and more to say.

The aunt was convincing herself that it was so dark and the little girl didn’t see
anything, but she saw everything.

Saying (he was pushing someone. He was bundling someone into a shed) refers
to a crime.

- Bundle: 48

- Shed: a little room we usually find next to a house and it’s in the yard of the
house. :

(ST 2)
The using of the vocab is very important because it tells you about the relation
between the uncle and the person. The person isn’t treated as a human.

*%kk
HARPER ‘He ting a big sack.in the shed. He worls too late.
JOAN: as’a woman:It'could have beena youngman.

What did Joan say earlier? She said that he was bundling someone into a shed and-
the aunt said (it wasn’t a person. It is a sack).

- Sack: a bag of something (uaS)

By saying (I’m not sure if it was a woman. It could have been a young man) Joan
didn’t really hesitate. She was certain and she cornered her aunt and she put her in a
very dark position. '

Every lie the parent like the aunt tells to the child is actually unveiled to us. All
children are like the little Joan.
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Well | have to tell you, when yeu've been married as |8'{.§ a4 1 have, |
HARPER: | There are things people get up to, it's natural, it's nothing bad,
" | that's just friends of his your uncle was having a little party with,
JOAN ' |Wasita party?
HARPER Just a little pany o QX Ay 3
JOAN Yes because there wasn tjust that one person -
HARPER . -| No, there'd be a few _gﬁh[s_[ﬂgqc!g____m,_“__N_,d__*_ PRI i - Pl
JOAN Therewasalorry. = Ky R i
HARPER Yes, | expect there was. : CO A e 02
el | When | put my ear agalnst the slde of the lorry | heard crying
JOAN, . ] inside; 44 i * e o i
HARPER . | How could you do that from up in the tree?
i oo |1 got down from the tree. | went to the lorry after | looked in the
JOAN _
; window of the shed. ATy A
- Lorry sl

Children are not stupid. They are so clever. Joan didn’t change her story at all; not
even a single detail. I like her determination. 1 like how confident she is. T like her
bravery. She saw something and she talked about it. I mean when a child comes to
you with a story believe them. Don’t make fun of them. Actually, people ignore
children’s story and say they are just children. We should trust our children and listen
to what they say.

The aunt knows everything but she wants to hide the reality from the little child
because the little child shouldn’t have seen it.

Why does the aunt talk about her marriage in front of the little Joan? What she is
trying to do?

She tries to say you are imagining and there is nothing. Your.uncle has a work at
night. She is silencing the little child and she is trying to make the little Joan thinks
that married people are adult enough and they know what they do. When she brings
up the idea of marriage, she is reaffirming not only responsibility and protection, but
also she is confirming her authority. We are married people. We look after you. We
take care of you. It’s not your business what we do at night: You go to bed. We are
the ones who define the boundaries for you and for people. because we are better.
When she brings the idea of marriage, she is affirming and confirming her
authority as an adult and as a parent like aunt. She tells the little Joan that I
have the power, this is my house, this is my shed, this is. my husband, and you
are just a child.

By asking (was it a party?) by Joan, Joan says ﬁrst you tell me that I was

imagining or it was an owl, they you say it was a party!!!! Joan is not convinced. She
questions her authority.
kK

‘_i§htib thmgs that"f‘.r e'not yollr busmess whe

nyourea

118
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HARPER . |Nobodysawyou? ' ' . . . . " R0 A P 3 D 1 o0
JOAN * | They were thinking aboat themseIVes. LT B e I e 4
HARPER | I think’it’s lucky nobody sdw,you. v LS e N e
JOAN ' ' |Ifit's a party, why was there 50 much blood? A A gl
HARPER | There Isn't any | blood “_7“,__“_“;__;*5_;’_,:' L, L
JOAN. 0 [ Ves, -y S indne N,M-.A,__.___&.__, il G
HARPER [ [WhereT i) D e
JOAN: | on'thegroupd, ' i el e e e
HARPER . | In the dark? how would you see that in the datk? ,...M /5
N IsIlpped I S o L e e o " e
JOAN 10| She holds up her barefoot .‘ e R LA "
AR R Imostlywuped it off. : R e s ek
'HARPER : - [ That's where the dog got run oVer this aftemoon. AR B i |
JOAN .| Wouldn't it have dried up?: - Tl L R

HARPER . ‘- | Not if the ground was muddy. T R 2
JOAN.' ' * wn'at*sa’r‘tbfdog? ' o “
HARPER - -|'A big.dog, a big mongrel : i, v e :
JOAN " | That's awful,,you must be very sad; had you had hlm long? -
HARPER »'j: Ng Jhe was yodng, he ran out, he was never very obednent a lorry

The tone is changed The aunt is saymg this is not your house ) keep your nose
out of this and out of the adults’ business. In this statement (there might be things
that are not your business when you’re a visitor in someone else’s house), Harper
reminds the child this is my house, this is my territory, I’'m the adult here and you
should not questlon my authority.

Harper is saying this is a dog’s blood, but Joan is asking, “wouldn’t it have dried
up since the aftemoon?” The child is very clever.

What is the child trying to do when she asks about the name of the dog, his colour
and so on?

She is cornering her aunt. She doesn’t believe her. Joan knows this is not the
blood of a dog because she saw everything. She is making fun of her aunt and she is
questioning her authority. She has turned the table upside down. The aunt continues

tell lies to the child by mentlomng the name of the dog, his colour etc. and all this is
“not true.

Kok

. m“.

; Don T yog Jmowawhat‘ ildre
; H Yy "r' W} 'rf ’ﬁluh.u"'.a..‘(

ow coulld yoiu'see there were: chlldren?, ok
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LJOAN | There was a light on. That's how | could see the blood inside the shad.
1 could see the faces and which ones had blood on.

This is the amount of details a little child can give about a story or about what they
sec or hear.

-

HARPER | You've found out shme_lhl_nj?e}?}zt_. You know that don’t you?
JOAN Yes. '
HARPER | Something you shouldn’t know.
JOAN ' [Yes |I'm sorry. e 7 AT S AR S o A 5.
HARPER | Something you must never talk about. Because if you do you could
| put people's lives in danger.

Is it a party? Is it a crime? Is it human lrafﬁckmg,? Is it child abduction and

exploitation? It could be any crime; we don’t know.
*
JOAN Why? who from? from my uncle?
HARPER | Of course not from your uncle
JOAN From you? '
HARPER | Of course not from me, are you mad? I'm going to tell you what's
- '| going. on: Your uncle is helping these people. He's helping them

‘| escape..He' s giving them shelter. Some of them were still in the lorry,
- | that's why they were: crylng Your uncle s gomg to take them allinto

- *|'thé shed and then they'll be all right.

What a lovely story? Your uncle is the saver. Your uncle is thc hero He saves the
l1ves of these little children.
8 They had blood on;thelr faces. G i

------

JOAN :

HARPER” |
JOAN |
_HARPER - |:Th

HARPER [N,

It S amazmg how the aunt has. an explanatlon for everythmg The people in the
shed were attacked by other people and the uncle has saved them. Joan insists that
there is blood on the ground. The aunt insists on that one of them was m_lured and the
uncle bandaged him up.

You see how Joan is giving a different perspective; a child’s perspectwe on the
world of adults.

What is the truth? Would you as audience trusts Harper’s truth? Now, we are
talking about the family setting. Later on in the play we will move to a new setting.

DA 4.8 9 AYDI© 2023

CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

Would the
exploitation.

child believe in her aunt again? This is a child’s manipulation and

JOAN'

HARPER

'| Why did you have me to stay if you‘ve got this ¢ sécret cret going on?.

The lorry should have come yesterdny It won't happen again while
you're here. -

Now, the aunt tells the truth for the ﬁrqt lime,

Y LIPS AT PR I S VP BN OPRROry SR IR SSSr W PO il

JOAN "

ey

|| help uncle in the shed and look after'them. -

It can now because | know. You don't have to stop for me. | could

P FLEN VIS

Phiibis "l e nsn

“This is a clever child because she wants (o help in the shed and knows if thc aunt
and uncle tell the truth or not. What a curious child! How clever! How determined!

How brave!
HARPER | No, he has to do it himself. But thank you for offering, that’s very‘ﬁ
| kind. So aﬁer all that excntement do you thmk you could go back to

Bt [0 (AR ‘ _ o

JOAN ' . | Why was uncle hlttlng them" il G L PR,

HARPER _ | Hitting who? . S o i e o /

JOAN He was hlttmg a man witha stuck 1 thmk the stu:k was metal. He hlt

.40 | one'of the'children. - i AR

'HARPER One, of the people m the lorry was a traltor. He wasn t really one of

other people, your uncle had to f' ght hlm, 3

; '. Thot 3 why there was so much blood iz
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I like how the little child questions the authority and power of her uncle and aunt
1 like how the little child redefined the boundaries between a parent and a child.

This is the end of the Scene One. What has the aunt tried to do by persuading little
Joan against what she saw? What she was (rying to do?

This is manipulation and brainwashing. She was trying to brainwash the child
into believing that what she saw was not the truth; it’s something else. We also call
this indoctrination (&), She is indoctrinating the child into convincing them that
the bloodshed that was taking place in the shed is the blood of the traitors not the
innocent. She is indoctrinating to belicve that her aunt and uncle are on the right side
of the battle, fighting evil, fighting injusticc etc.

I's very interesting how Joan represents the voice of the voiceless. Joan in Scene
Onc talks on behalf of the children and the children in the shed, so she tries to reach
at the children by telling the story to her aunt, but she told the story to the wrong
person, she told the story to the convicted, and to the criminal, so Joan represents the
voice of the voiceless; she talks on the behalf of the abused children, the
abducted children, the exploited children etc. The voice of Joan represents the
cries of the kidnapped children, so it’s so deep.

Look at the last paragraph. When Harper twice tried to define the truth for little
Joan and she defined the truth based on her gender, interests, goals, manipulation,
desires etc.

Who defines the truth for us as adults or children? First she tried to define the truth
for her in the name of marriage, however, we realize an illegal action has taken place.
She tried latter on to define the truth and differentiate between right and wrong. Who
defines right from wrong for us today? Who defines for us enemy from friend, loyalty
from treason, murder from martyrdom, freedom from exploitation? How could we
define between a martyr from criminal and between a torturer from freedom fighter?

Is there a difference? Our martyrs for the other side are criminals and their martyrs
for us are criminals, so the truth in our eyes is different from the truth of the other
side. We can’t even agree about what the truth is.

Churchill is trying to ask who defines the truth for us and for little children. Do we
trust those who have authority such as Harper and those who have bigger authority

than Harper? Do we trust them or do we question them? Find a way to rebel. Find a
way to keep your head above the water. It all starts' from questioning and from
doubting the dominant mainstream whether it is told by parents or by others.

Churchill successfully keeps building up the suspense until the last line of the

scene. When a child realizes that a parent is a liar or worse (like a torturer) how does
this affect the relationship?

Student: no trust and no respect. :

Professor: if you don’t trust your parents, you can’t ask their help when you need
them. It means even your family which represents (a shelter, comfort zone, safety,
protection, love,....) will not be anything of that.

When a child realizes that a parent is a liar or a torturer, the relation between them
will become deformed and mutilated..

Do we hide things from our children in order to protect them?
Student: yes.
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Professor: they may find out this later on as young children or as adults, then they
will realize the amount of liars of parents. Do we tell lies to them because we think
it's better? Do our children realize our lics as parents?

Student: maybe and maybe not.

Professor: sometimes a child is mature psychologically more than adults.

Student: there is no need to tell lies. T think we should have a way to tell them the
information in a good way.

Professor: At the end of the scene, the aunt had to give up and give in to the
child's intrusive questions about the truth and she had to tell her the truth.

When a child comes to you and says somcthing, he docs so because he trusts you
and believes in you, so you shouldn’t say to him you arc imagining. A child could be
abused and when he says what happened and you say to him you are imagining, the
child could be abused many times later on, but he won’t come to you anymore and
says what happen.

Student: what about the questions in the cxam?

Professor: The questions will be divided into theoretical questions and
analytical questions. For example, I’ll ask you analytical questions about this
play; these questions are inspired from our discussion about the truth, about the
truth, about the relationship between the child and parent. I want you to read
the play and understand it; that’s enough.

Thank You

ibgis §gid| ps
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