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HELLO EVERYONE!

What's your favorite food?

Student: Chicken

Instructor: Just chicken? Or a specific form of chicken, like fried
chicken?

Student: Shawarma.

Student: Mjaddara.

Student: Kabsa.

Student: Sheikh Almahshi.

Instructor: So when do we cat our favorite fooc

Student: On special occasions.

Instructor: So when we have a special occasion, like a wedding,
we have a lot of types of iood, because a lot of people are invited, and
different people iike different types of food. So in the exam, I might
ask you to write an essay that describes a family gathering. How do
you write this essay? What is the first thing that you need tc do? First
of all, don't start writing the essay immediately. That would be
chaotic. So, on a piece of paper, write. the first thought that comes to
your mind. What is the first thing that you're going to think of?

Student: The place. | ’

Instructor: Before that, what kind of occasion is it? Is it a
wedding? Is it just a family dinner? is it a graduation party? A
birthday? What is the second thing?

Student: The family members who will be there and the pecple
who are invited,

Instructor: Yeah the types of people who are invited. Are they
friends? Are they family? Are they new guests that you are going 10
{ncct? Then you can mention the type of food that will be presented. Is
it traditional food, or fast food?

If we're going to have traditional food, what type of people do I
expect?

Student: Family.

i?

Instructor: Yes. What about in the case of friends?
Student: fast food.
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Jnstracter: Yes. I is up (o vou. but this is the typical scavaric. 5o
far, we will liave listed the type of gecasion. the type of people that are
invited, the type of food, the time and place. (is it someone's home? Is
it a restaurant?)

So when you're going to write about this occasion? Are you going
to focus on the food, or the company?

Student: The company.

Instructor: It is up to you. You can focus on the company of the
ibod,depcndhugon\vhkﬂlonciseaﬂcrfbryou.Butifyou%egyﬁngto
focus on the company, you arc going to describe the people, but not
necessarily all of them, but at lcast the most interesting ones. You can
also describe the atmosphere, is it fricndly? Is it noisy? Is it calm? So
focus on the mood of the occasion itsclf. It could be difficult to focus
on describing (he guests because there could be so many of them, so
the easiest way to write this cssay would be to focus on the food. So
what kind of foods do you think of? You have to be clever. Think
about the easiest food for you to describe... like fried chicken. If you
want to describe fried chicken, what would you write? What is a
typical fried chicken for you?

Student: It's well done. It's delicious.

Instructor: So when you describe food. the first thing you're going
(o talk about is the (aste. What are the tastes?

Student: Juicy.

Tnsiructor: Yes, juicy. I could also say that it's spicy. Most of the
time fried chicken is spicy. What cisc?

Siudent: crunchy.

Instructor: Yes. Crunchy or crispy. You could also say that it
smells good. So you have to use the appropriate vocabulary. You
couid also tatk about the texture.

Student: For chicken, you can say if's tender or soft.

Student: And you can say how it was cooked.

lustructer: Like if it was cooked medium or rarc or well-done, but
that's for stcaks. So if I'm having fried chicken, I would describe its
taste, and I would also describe its appearance... How do you describe
the appearance of a meal? '

(€8]
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Stud.ui: «he colors.

Tustructor: And you can.say it looks delicious, or appetizing, or
tepmt What is the meaning of tempting to eat?

ntudf‘ ‘;r“-“

Tnstructor: Yes.. So those are things to say when it comes to the
appr the food... Where do we put these types of information
in the cssay.

Student: In the body paragraphs.

Instructor: Yes. So what do we write in the introduction?

Student: The occasion.

Instructor: Yes, what else?

Student: The people.

Instructor: Yes, the company of people that arrived to the
occasion.. And in the body paragraph, | describe the taste of the food
and its appearance, and 1 describe how 1 feel about eating it. What
types of smell do you like in focd?

Student: Ginger.

Student: Sweet.

Student: Spicy.

Student: Cooked onions,

Instructor: So the small is an important aspect of food. You can
say it's lemony, mmly etc.

Eggd Bglgiad.sggnt @nd Fiayor Fm’o rd§

Arcmatic minty spicy

Citrusy piquant  sweet
Fishy savory  tangy
Lemony sour tart

Citrusy: characteristic of citrus fruit {like lemon) in taste or scent.
Piquant: having a pleasantly sharp taste.

Sour: having an acid taste like lemon.
Tangy: having a strong flavor or smell (ata

ngy salad)
Tart: sharp or acid in taste (a tart apple)
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So what do we write in the conclusion?

Student: How I feel about the occasion itscif,
Instructor: Yes. Very good.

So when it comes to the taste of the food, you could use vocabulary
such as: salty, sour, bitter, sweet. Juicy... What other tasics that you
can add? There is meaty (or umami), seasoned, acidic ..

fn the descriptive essay, we said that we can dCSCI‘ibt’: either
concrele things or abstract ideas.

Concrete: existing in material form, not abstract.

Abstract: Existing in lhoug_,ht of as an idea.

In a descriptive essay, the writer uses details to teli how a subject
locks, sounds, smells, tastes or feels. The essay should make the
reader feel like responding to what he or she is reading.

So the reader should feel likc he's with you in the dinner. The
details should be vibrant and lively. You can describe the table and the
colors of your dishes. You can say for example the salad looks like a
garden. You can't just say there is a dish of salad, and that's it. You
can say it has ail the colors of nature. It has {omato, it has parsicy.
Describe the dish in detail.

With regard to the chicken, you can say that when you first bought
it, it was so hot, that the steam was rising from the dish, which made it
so tempting to cat. You can say it is decorated. We have lemon slices,
we have tomatoes... So add details. Don't just list things (There's
chicken, there's salad, there's Pepsi, efc.).

Student: Paint it in words.

Instructer: Precisely. Paint an image [or me. Don't be brief., What
do we need to do in order to be capable of doing that?

Student: To read and write.
Instructor: Yes, we need vocabulary and good English. You need
to rcad a fot.

ok

The mtrouuctmn needs to have a hooilc.

|_The introd _ |

What is the meaning of a hook? 1t is somcthing that grabs the
attention of the rcader. How do you make your essay interesting for

Essayl] 4.P2 5 AYDI 2022/ T2
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you have a family gathering, and yoy

the reader? So you have a meal,
g and the first sentence has to hook the

want to write a descriptive €ssay.
reader, what can you write?
Student: The meal we had on that day w
in this world.
Instructor: Yes. Very good. It atira
conveys that there is something special ab

as not like any other meal

cts me to the occasion, and
out what you are writing,

The middie sentences provide the background.
So what is the occasion about?

By the end of the introduction paragraph, 1 will write the thesis
statement.

Like: On that occasion, the chicken that I had was something
special. In the body paragraphs, you can describe the chicken in detail,
and talk about the side dishes. In the conclusion, you can tell the
reader your opinion of the dinner, and how you [elt.

An example of descriptive essay about a picnic (A famous New
York chef, Anthony Bourdain, describes a childhood experience with

an oyster during a family vacation in France):

R Feod is Good . L,

At six in the morning, we climbed into Monsieur Saint-Jour's
wocden hoat with our picnic baskets, He was an old man dressed in
ancient denim work pants. He had a leathery, tanned and
windblown face, hollow cheeks, and tiny broken blood vesseis en
his nose and cheeks. We took the boat out to his underwater oyster
pari, a fenced off section of bay bottom, and we sat... and sat... and
sat, in the morning August sun, waiting for the tide {o go out. The
idea was to fioat the boat over the fence walls, then sit there until

the boat slowly sank with the water level until it rested on the bay
floor.

~ i [ .
There was, | remember, still about tweg feet of water left to yo

o
before the boat settled on dry ground, and we could walk around

- l YRV L
the park. J‘tie d already eaten all the food from our picnic baskets,
but | was still hungry, and said sg

Monsieur Saint-Jour aske;@!£€£‘f2u!d like to try an oyster.
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iy parents hesitated. { d$oubt they'd have realized they n':ig;wt—
actually have to eat one of the raw slimy things we were floating
over. My little brother pulled away in horror.

But 1, in the proudest moment of my young life, stood up smartly
in defiance, and volunteered to be the first.

And in that sweet moment in my personal history, that one
moment still more alive for me than o many of the others, | won
glory. Monsieur Saint-Jour reached down into the water and came
up holding a single oyster, huge and irregular shaped, in his rough
fist. With an oyster knife, he popped the thing open and handed it
to me. Everycne was watching now, my little brother puliing away
from this shiny, wet object, still dropping and nearly alive.

| took it in my hand, tipped the shell back into my mouth as
instructed by Monsieur Saint-Jour, and with one bite and a siurp, |
wolfed it down. It tasted of seawater... and flesh... and somehow...
of the future.

Wolfed: ate very quickly.

In order to write a good essay, we need adjectives, and we need
similes. What is the meaning of simile? [t's a figure of speech
involving the comparison _of one thing with another thing of a
different _kind. For example: Her eyes are as green as a spring
meadow.,

We can use similes to make the writing more interesting, or more
familiar to the reader. For example, saying the dish of salad is colorful
like a garden. This makes it sound more interesting.. Give me a dish,

and make a simile for it.

Student: The smell of Mjaddara doesn't smell like anything else.
It's special.

student: We can say fruit salad tastes like a trip to Hawaii,

Instructor: Yes. This is very good actually. So similes make your
essay mote sophisticated.

I have read some of your essays, and it seems that some of you
think in Arabic when they're writing. It's bad English. I sympathizc
with you, but some of you need to work on their language. You need

Sseayll 4.2 7 o e AYDI 2022/ T2
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abic. For example, you write run-on

. . - . . l‘
\k in English, not in A
o . Whals th { run-on sentences?

seniences. What's the meaning o
A run-on sentence results from two or mere complete sentenceg
being connected without any punctuation.

They are long sentences that are poorly connected and don't make
sense. Break your ideas into smaller sentences.

Do you prepaie for the essay exam?...honestly |

I myself didn't prepare for the essay exam when I used to be a
student. But now I know better. You need to read and practice. You
have to build your vocabulary. Practice writing thesis statements,
topic sentences, conclusions. This will make it a lot easier for you to
pass the exam. So we created together a descriptive essay about a
family gathering. What other descriptive essay topic can you think of?
An easy one... You have people you like, and people you dislike. If |
asked you to describe a person that you dislike, what vocabulary do
you think you're going to use? First of all, you need to describe him in
terms of physical appearance, then you go to the characteristics you
hate the most about this person. Which characteristic would you
describe?

Studeni: Reckless.

instructor: So you can say that you don't like him because he's
reckless. This is your topic sentence. So how can you develop this
idea? How can you convince me that he's reckiess? For example he
made an appointment, or and he didn't show up, or he made a promise
and didn't keep it. So then you have to develop this idea in about five

p . ..
?,entences. 50 ygu mention a Clmractcusuc, and then you have 1o back
it up and prove it. What else?
Student: This is in the body paragraph.
Enstructor: Yes,

Student: We can say
work out (exercise),

Student: Can we say th

Instructor: You
discrimination,

that she depends on fast food. She does not

at she is fat?
Can' : F  Q oY : ¥ at's
thate someone because he or she is fat. Thats

Student: We
RDLIEREVE can hate someone if nete e g
Jmeone if he's a liar for example.

ms
!

Y

8
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Insirnetor: Exactly. So that's a good topic, but now you need to
develop it into a paragraph,

Student: He tells false stories.

Instructor: For example, when you were a child, he promised that
he would take you to Happy Land, and as a child, you were very cager
to go. You felt very excited, you prepared your clothes, and you told
all your friends and family about this trip, but he failed to deliver on
his promise, which made me very disappointed. So this is a full
paragraph,

In the conclusion of an essay about a person’s traits, you're going to

make it clear to me how his or her traits wilf make him or her likabie
or unlikable to me.

In the coming lectures, I'm going 1o give you a list of adjectives and
adverbs that are usually used in such essays because each essay has its
own adjectives and adverbs. For example, in the 'comparison essay',
we would use the expression: 'on one hand. .. on the other hand'. If we
have a 'cause and effect essay', we're likely to use 'as a result, so', and
SO on.

Fkdkkddkkdkkkok

Desc plve Essay "
—Developmg your 1deas

e p— Y ey

| Food from the Sea P R

My fa’eher told me that we shoutd always respect nature and learn
where our food comes from. He said that food tasted better when
you got it yourself and ate it in a natura! place. To show me this was
true, he toolk me to the ocean, where we caught our own delicious
crabs and ate them.

I wifl always remember the taste of the crabs we caught that day.
The beach was quiet and still at 6 o'clock. The tide had just come in,
so there were many crabs walking slowly on the white sand. We sat
a few feet away from my father's special crab traps. The crabs were
made from bamboo, and they looked like round cages, but one side
had a small entrance for the crab to go in. There were some smali,
| fragrant fish in the trap. The fishy smell made tha = crabs hungry, so
| they crawled into the traps, We watched the «inbs walk into the

Essayli 4,82 9 ‘ AYD} 2022/ T2

Scanned with CamScanner



traps, and | smelled the strong smell of dark, oily fish. Overhead, wea
heard the sound of seaquils and pelicans in the sky. [ think the
seagulls wanted to eat the fish, too. Once the traps were fuil, we
took off our shoes and threw them over our shoulders so we could
walk on the wet sand and feel the water pushing and pulling at the
beach. Later, we built a fire, and ate beiled crabs on the beach. We
cracked their shells. The meat was white and pinkish and tender. It
tasted sweet and a little salty. We did not want to stop eating them.
We sat on the sand surrounded by crab shelis and watched the sun
go down into the ocean.

From that day on, | knew my father was right. Food tastes best
when it is something that you have caught or grown yourself. | have
eaten crabs many times since then, but it has never tasted as good
asit did that day.

So what is the essay about?

Student: It's about fresh food.

Instructor: Yes, it's about fresh food, and there is an example
which is crabs, which is a type of seafood. It's actually about a special
event that changed the writer's view of food. What is the environment
in which this event takes place?

Student: sea. |

Instrucior: Yes, by the sca. How does the writer conclude his
cssay?

Student: He restates.

Instructor: Yes, he restates what his father had told him, which is
that fresh food, that a person hunts or prepares himself, tastes best.

R will later gsk you to describe an event that totally changed your
fife or your opmion .of spmcthing. You will have to describe the actual
place in which this life changing cvent took place, and in the

conclusion you'll cither restate the ideas, or just give me your own
feelings. ‘

‘““S clssay is a short ane. It consists of an introduction, one body
paragraph and a conclusion. So what does the writer want you {0

know in t-lus essay? What are his feelings about this event? Is he
nostalgic, is he angry?

T — e e e e e ~

Essayll 4.P2 T — e

L4

i0 AYD] 2027/ T2

Scanned with CamScanner



Student: It's nostalgia,

Professor, yes, nostalgia bl _J sl
experience with his father,

Tell me an example of an event that changed your life... This could
be a prompt In the exam: (describe an event that changed your life, or

taught you something), which is similar to the essay 'Tood from the
Sea'.

Essay prompt: sentences raising an issue, or asking a question
that you will have to respond to in an essay.

- e

He's nostalgic about his

In this kind of essay, you'll have to describe a place. How do you

describe a place? 1 would have to use prepositional phrases for
example.

Prepositional Phrases in Descriptive Writing:

A prepositional phrase is made up of a preposition + a noun
phrase or pronoun -

Example:
The boat slowly sank with the water level until it rested on the

bay floor.

Prepositional phrases are important in descriptive writing. They
show the positicn, location, or direction of objects in space and
time. We can aiso use prepositional phrasss to show manner or
attitude. '

-Prepaositional phrases that show position or location:
The beat slowly sank with the water level until it rested on_the

bay floor.

-Prepositional phrases that show direction:

We took the boat out to his underwater oyster parit.
The idea was to float the boat over the fence walls.
-Prepositional phrases that show time:

At sbx in the morning

in that sweet moment

Cn Sunday

-Prepositional phrases that show manner or attitude:

—

\\‘-> . ) e __'_W“__‘____________T ) -
Essayil 4.p2 ' 11 AYD12022/ T2
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I stood in defiance. ‘1

He pulled back in forror. e | 5 '
So to describe places, we'd use prepositional phrases such as o the

lefl of. 'to the right of. And somctimcg prcpositi.()'ns don't ?rcccde a
place or a time, like when they are in P"GP‘)?“:O"“' phrases that
describe attitude (in defiance, at odds, in shack, etc.) _

So let's do this exercise, which is an easy One and in '.whach we
have to identify the prepositional phrases... And thmgg like
prepositional phrases arc one of the uscful too.ls when writing an
essay... Because when it comes to the exam, your ideas are alright, but
your language does not serve you. S0 you need to read a fot of €8says,
so you can imitate their style, and not wrile English sentences with
Arabic structures. T

' _The idea was to float the boat over the fence walis.

This prepositional phrase describes a direction: the direction of
| the movement of the boat.
| -The boat settled on dry ground.

This prepositional phrase describes a location.

-We could walk around the parlk. |

-He held an ouster in his rough fist.

-1 tipped the shell back into my mouth.

-1 taste of the future.

This prepositional phrase describes a manner, the manner in
which the focd tastes.

o 1
|
i
!
i
!

The next language tip is also crucial for you.

Adding details to sentences:

|

Details tell what something looks like, or how it sounds, tastes, ‘
feels, or smells. We can use nouns, adjectives, adverbs, and verbs fo
add details. The more specific the details are, the more effective and
interesting the writing will be. Clear, specific details allow the|.
reader to create a picture in his or her mind of what is being
described, Compare the general sentences below with ones that
 have specific details.

Essayll 4.P2 12 AYDI 2022/ T2
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fTFhe crabs were g‘u;)d- The crab; T
: we ;
salty taste. 7e fender and sweet with a

He bought some fruit: He bought some Sweet, juicy strawberries
She walked to the door: She tiptoed to the door '

y /

Wh_en you w.rite: I'bought some fruit, the reader doesn't have any
clear image to imagine, but when you specify, like for example "oin
say, l.bought some sweel strawberries, 'your writine becogn;:s ,«,]yom
engaging and more enjoyable to read. Just one wo;’d can affect the
context and the mood of the essay, and can make it more expiicit- and
clear. And in corder to get good at this, we need a ot of practice, in
addition of course to reading a lot. I know this takes a lot of effort, ,but
you need to do so in order to pass the exam.

] So now we're going to rewrite simple sentences by adding details to
them.

-He bought a vegétable:

He bought some bright green spinach.

-We returned from the store:

We returned from the store with full hands and empty pockets.

-1 entered the room:

I sauntered into the room. (Saunter: to walk in u slow, relaxed
manner).

My friend cleasnied the spinach:

My friend washed the dirty spinach with vinegar.

-We put the spinach in the pan:

We dumped the spinach in the hot pan.

-Our guests enjoyed the dinner:

Ow guests appreciated the sumptuous dinner g reatly.

--(-S'-‘!.’.’EE_‘,’}_’_U.{{ splendid, and expensive looking). e

res one thing
unfamiliar
afne or

What are similes? It's a figure of speech that compa
y ' | ;
With another, . 4udi | and usually it compares something

: . . .o i £ .niﬂ
\W“h something famiiiar, to make il easicl for the leddfrrti)_,i___m———— s
= : 77 Ayprzozz/ T2
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get the general idea of sgmething. 1 [ waal to make a simile about
-]

beauty, | could say...
Student: As a rose.
Student: As a butterfly.
Instructor: A butterfly could be used for delicacy. |
There are commion similes in English, like for example: slcgp fike a
baby, work like a charm (be completely successful or effective). it's
good to use common similes in your essays, but you' can create your
own similes, as long as they are logical, like you can't say as fastas a
turtle for example,

Descriptive writing may use similes to make something seem
more familiar or more creative. Similes make ideas easier to
understand, and they can also express feelings. Similes are often
used in literature and poetry. Examples:

The sun was like a glowing ball of fire.

-1 was young and easy... and happy as the grass was green.

My love is like a red, red rose.

Simile Structure
A simile can use the preposition like + noun or noun phrase.
-The stars looked lile diamonds.

A simile can aiso use as... as + noun or noun phrase. This kind of
simile also uses an adjective.

-He is as smart as a fox.

In the following exercise, we're going to identify the simile that
“suits the word. '

{. The house a. smelled sweet like honey
2. The ocean b. is as selid as a rock

3. The cold wind c. sparkles like a diamond
4, Their friendship d. was as fast as a bullet
5. The train e. cut sharply like a knife
6. The air [. was as huige as a castle

Essa }’EE A;“., e 1 4 AV
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1. The house was as huge as a castle,

2 The ocean sparkles like a diamond.

3. The cold wind cut sharply like a knife.

4. Their friendship is as solid as a rock. (as solid as a rock is a
‘common simile).

5. The train was as fast as a bullet.

6. The air smelled sweet like honey.

wk

What purpose does a simile serve in your opinion?

Student: It emphasizes the point.

Instructor: And it creates a vibrant image. Give me an example of
a simile... For example, it we have a crowded place, what simile can
you think of to describe it?

Student: Like an ant cell?

Instructor: Or like a bee cell, [f you say a place is crowded like a
bell cell, it creates a clear image in the mind of the reader of an
extremely crowded place. The reader can imagine people everywhere,
and can imagine the noise.

Now | want you to use a simile to describe your best friend.

Student: He’s as smart as Sherlock Holmes.

Instructor: Yes, very good.

tudent: Can we use a word other than ‘like’ or ‘as

Instructor: If you create a metaphor, you don’t use either ‘like’ or

‘as’. A metaphor is a more sophisticated imagery. Similes are much

s

simpler,

Student: What if I say ‘is similar to’?

Instructor: You’d be creating imagery, but it’s not a simile, In
order to make a simile you need either “dike’ or ‘as’, and if you omit
‘like’ or ‘as’ from the simile, youw'd be creating another type of
imagery, which is the metaphor, which wouldn’t be wrong. That
would fulfill a similar aim of that of a simile.

An example of a simile or a metaphot is
has among his fans, which is ‘the flea’ 220, and @

R S L A o
AYDI 2022/ T2

the n.ickname that Messi
ctually he was
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called that by his wo brothers originally, when they were kids
because he was so small.

Some examples of common similes are: as cold as ice. As tougl o
nails, as innocent as a lamb.

Student: and as decp as the ocean.

Iustructor: Use a simile to describe coffec. ‘My coffec is. ..

Student: as precious as diamond... because [ fike to drink coffee iy
the morning.

Instructor: So we arc supposed to write a descriptive article about
an event that changed our lives, consisting only of an introduction,
one body paragraph, and a conclusion. So it’s going to be a short

essay... and actually the descriptive essay is one of the easiest types of

essays.

In the exam, I won't surprisc you. The essay is probably going to be
on a familiar topic from this book “Effective Academic Writing”. So
if it’s going to be a descriptive essay, it would be either about a
favorite food, or an event that changed your life. So I encourage you
to read the book, and to memorize some of the key sentences, so you

can pass the exam.
Thank You

Group: Gayill ouug - ogitall adeill - Saftell diise

IV Gad <330l ousladl s o
0112119889 ol o0
0941 322227 1 tusly + Llige *2

R ey
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