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HELLO EVERYONE! ;
i 2ssay ? | 3
g,\t/::gl ::,t?rlltucsosgists of multiple paragraphs. It has an Introductiop, body
oraphs and a conclusion. )
pallc:i:slfrpl:lcbtgr: This is the structurc of the essay. In essays we choose 5
specific subject to talk about, with the 5'1{- ucture- that my frlfmd spoke
about. It's organized ideas about a specific S‘UbJECt- [t consists of an
Introduction, the body paragraphs and a conclusion.. What do we write jp f
an introduction?

Student: A thesis statement, i
Instructor: Yes, a thesis statement, to introduce and lay the ground for
our ideas. And in the developing paragraphs (body paragraphs), we discuss
only one topic in each paragraph. Don't discuss more than one topic ever,

You'll get zero if you discuss (wo ideas in one body paragraph.

What do we have in the conclusion?

Student: We summarize the ideas.

Student: it's the rewriting of the introduction in a different way.

Instructor: So to write a summary of the previous ideas is correct, but
there are other types of conclusions,

Student: Restating the thesis statement.

Student: Or we give our opinion.

Instructor: Or suggestions for further analysis. But for us, it is enough
to rewrite what you have written in the essay with different phrasing. This
Is the traditional way for writing an essay. We don't want to make things
harder for you. -

The first thin; th.at | pay attention to in your essay is your English. !f 3
Zs;lq c};at\:)eg?;rcli] nll:al}gtlls(ljl,‘yoq will not pass the exam, e.speci'lely whet:)ntl:
cannot tolerate to i S forgive some spelling - akes, OIS
500 o 5 fo \:,)ri:ggxly spelling mistakes. ‘So the first thing tl(')‘Pay._; ‘;
What does the English S::“good Eng!lslﬂh, both in grammar and spel mg--.v_:_;(

RS i €nce consist of?

Ang fojre;:jv vetb + Complemeny

Fadvanced students sycly
= Subject + Predicate
%ﬁiﬂl@ verbs

Predicate: everything in

as yourselves, it consists of:

and the rest of the sentence. . ¢ the
a standard declarative sentence exceP' =

———————
4 ——

2:) What jg méZ;I{EiFJT’\‘““
__ Sludent; A noun or »
__ Studen; Pronoun or a proper noun
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Instruciasy; /A croper noun is like a naine, like Khaled and Ali, Gut ii's a
noun. The subject is usually the noun. The subject is usually what we are
writing about,

For example: Who wrote the essay? ‘Rania wrote the essay’. So she's

the one who did the action...
What is on the table here? The bottle is on the table. So here we have -

simple subjects.

There arc also more complicated subjects: compound subjects. They
have modifiers, articles, or adjeclives that describe the noun. For example:
a beautiful girl, a plastic bottle, a well-educated man. So these are more
complicated subjects. We even have complicated subjects that contain a
clause, but I don't think you arc going to need it because you are writing
simple essays. Kecp your sentences simiple. Don't oveir-complicate your
sentences. Always write in simple short sentences.

In the paragraph you'll need linking words. For example if I want to
write a paragraph that deals with results, what are some linking words |
could use? Consequently, as a result... So in your essay you need to use
some adverbs in order to make it more comprehensible. For example, if a
sentence develops the previous sentence, I could say: furthermore,
moreover.. If the sentence is a result of the previous sentence I could write:
consequently, as a result... So always keep your sentences simple and
connected. But of course not all of them. We don't put an adverb at the
beginning of every sentence. Maybe you'll use only one adverb in the
whole paragraph. Don't use (0o many. Don't use niore than is needed.

There are three main types of linking words: conjunctions, transitions,

and prepositions. :
-Conjunctions. The most important conjunctions are because, as,

since, and so. “ ...
-Transitions. The most
consequently, and as a result. ...
-Prepositions.

important transitions are therefore,

3 ok &

What are the types of verbs in English? We have linking verbs, and
action verbs. Can you give me an example of a linking verb?

Student: Like verbs to be... and seem..

Instructor: Yes. Verbs to be are linking verbs. Like when [ say: ‘She is
beautiful’. The verb 'is' is linking the adjective 'beautiful' with the subject
'she'. But it doesn't describe an action,

What are some examples of action verhs? Plays, lives.. They describe

ey
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don't just link between the subject and U st of e

an oMo, Y

sentence.. T T |
In "She seems tired", I am describing her state of being. Not her actiop,
So ‘seems’ is a linking verb. . .
So another category of linking verbs is " Verbs of feelings", [ike:
appear, like, love, seem.
I don't think this is new to you. You are fourth-year student. | expect

you are good at grammar,
* ¥ &

[f 1 want to write an essay aboul smoking, what do you think the essay
will talk about?

Student: The negative and harmful effects of smoking.

Instructor: It's all negative?

Student: There are no bencfits. There are benefits for the companies,
not for us. And for farmers | guess.

Instructor: And for individuals? Are you a smoker?

Student: Yes.

Instructor: So why do you smoke?

Student: It started as a bad habit and continued for 25 years.

Instructor: It releases your tension?

Student: I convince myself that it does so.

Instructor: So you have a nice time for a brief moment. [ don't know,
for one minute. Two minutes?

Student: About five minutes.

Instructor: So for five minutes your mind is free. You're only smoking.

Student: {t is a habit, and now | enjoy it because when I'm working or

doing homework or something, and then | smoke, 1 feel that | am more
fresh.

Instructor: Fresh!

Student: But when I d

on't smoke, | don't know, 1 feel that | am
confused. ..

to write it at f SIS Sttlltemem at the very beginning, but it's okay
1€ end of the Introduction paragraph, Ii's up to you. It

depends on yo ) if ml) €
y ur st '[e. SO ll l i i 1 F
) want to Write abUlI[ Sln{)klﬂg, or exa l 3 [

Bsaiapr

— =
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would start by saying that smoking prevails in the world. It is all around
the world. (Prevail: be widespread), And there is a lot of discussion about
its bad effects, but one could deduce a good side to smoking in regards to
the smoker. So in my essay I'm going to discuss the advantages and
disadvantages of smoking... So il's up to you. Just write full sentences,
then give your thesis statement. [f you believe it's all bad, you also can say
it's all bad. .

If T want to write about a vacatjon. Vacation is all about fun and
entertainment, isn't it? So it could be a descriptive essay for example.. But
the essay about smoking is more complex. It’s argumentative. It talks about
advantages and disadvantages. Though [ don't believe we're going to write
a lot of things about the benefits. | think most of the benefits are false.
They are in the mind of the smoker.

Student: It's only beneficial to the farmers. Because they gain good
money from it.

Instructor: Bul there are also economic advantages. For example, it
provides jobs to a lot of people.

Student: The Cuban cigars are the most expensive cigars in the world.
They play a major role in the Cuban economy. That's one advantage of
smoking, but I can't think of anything clse.

Instructor: 1 would discuss the alleged advantages of smoking to the
smoker and the economy in one paragraph, then I would move to the
disadvantages. What are the disadvantages of smoking. What's the most
important disadvantage?

Student: That it's bad for health.

Instructor: So the topic sentence would say that. Then we'd say it causes
heart diseases for example, what's the next paragraph going to be about?

Student: About negative smoking.

Instructor: If you're going to talk about a lot ofhealtl_l issues that come
from smoking, don't write them all in one paragraph. So write one
paragraph, and in the next paragraph, you don't need a topic sentence. You
are just elaborating your idea... 1 don't advise you to write long
paragraphs. Don't write more than six sentences in one paragraph. So if
after six sentences you still need to elaborate on the point, write another
paragraph. It's easier for you.. Because when I'm correcting your papers, if
there's a fong paragraph, I'm sure it would be distracting. So if I'm talking
about smoking, the health issues, | believe, would take two paragraphs,
because there are too many health issues. What is something that has to do
with the economy and is related to health issues at the same time? It causes

Essayll 4,P1 5 . AYDI 2022/ 12
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chronic health conditions, like high blood pressure.

You can write essays about plagiarism, the internet, the hardships of
living in Syria.

As a practice, you can write an introduction and two body paragraphs
and a conclusion. It's up to you; you can write it so I correct it and give

you feedback.,
* % ok

. Essay; 7. . - , g

It's a piece of writing in which [ want to inform the reader about a
subject, an idea, a thesis. The form of my essay depends on my purpose.
Do t want to tell a story that changed my lifc? Do I want to persuade the
reader to buy traveling tickets? Do | want the reader to listen to my
viewpoint? Do I want to sell an idea?

The Narrative Essay:

A narrative essay narrates a story. For example, | had a really bad day
yesterday. So what do you expect I'm going to say in the essay? I'm going
to start from the very beginning. In the morning, I woke up late. [ didn't
have good shoes to go outside. It was raining, and there was no electricity,
so I couldn't iron my scarf. The traftic was a nightmare, and when I was
going back home, I tripped and fell down. So when 1 narrate a story, I'm
following a chronological order, that is, I start from early in the morning,
and I go step by step according to the timeline. This is the traditional
way actually. This is the traditional way we write essays, but it's not the
case in post modernism.

Student: We have flashbacks?

Instructor: Yes. But for you, it's the ordinary fashion. For you, as
students, | expect you to have a chronological order but the fact is that I
accept a non-chronological timeline, because in
have such rigid rules. You have more liberty, as 1

The Descriptive Essay:

It describes something. For example, if 1 w
what happens every Friday in my family.

How can I make it interesting for the reader?

Students: With adjectives.

Instructor: Yes. Adjectives. What else? | |y
prove the reader with a mental

post-modernism, we don't
ong as it makes sense.

ant 1o describe an event;

ave to use details. | have to

. mage of my family, a picture. Otherwise. it
would be just words put together, it ' ,

FFor example, what types of Fri !
you have in your house? Pl€, what types of Fridays do

Student: There is a delicious breakfast.
Essayll 47"1—‘___
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Instruetor: Eqr examplc, you could describe the dish o
one of the traditional things to have op Frida
ingredients; the color of the tomato; the beautify

you can describe the sn;u:ll, ffgr example, the smell of the lemon, along with
the garlic and the olive oil, so (hat the reader can actually live the
experience (vicariously). Rather than just saying that you had Ful, and then
moving on. The art of writing is abou making the reader enge;ged with
your words.

(vicariously: experienced or felt by watchin hearing about, or readin
about someone else rather than by doing something yourself).

The Descriptive Essay:

Itis an easy type of essay actually. You can describe an event. You can
describe a place.

With the Persuasive Essay, the aim is to sell an idea (convince you of
the idea). First of all, for example, I tell the benefits of this idea, what life
would be like with my idea, and what life is going to be like without my
idea, in order to convince you, and persuade you.

The Expository Essay:

An exposilory essay is an essay that communicates factual information.
To write such an essay, the writer must have an extensive knowledge
about the subject. It is completely based on facts, stats, examples, etc. So
this essay just states facts. It's not about opinions and emotions. And the

contrast essay is a type of expository essay.
% %k %k

f Ful, which s
Y. You can describe the

I green coloy of parsley;

~Order: np , 3 s , |
[ can order my essay either according to the'chronologlcal order, .o}:
according to space (the spatial order). The spatial order has to do lelf
locations: behind, left, right. So if you're describing a person, thfa order o
description can start from the head to the toes. I don't necessarily follp\\’f
this order, by jr's an casy order for the teacher to fol‘low when corr_ectl‘r_‘é
the exams. So it's a good one for you. I advise all of yo'u to be loglcz;t;n
Your arrangement, Imagine I am in front of you, and you re_tal\;ng):;;z Fo}z
Y step. It would be casy to read your essay, and you are going ?{fmd ;:ven
€Xample, one of your colleagues wrote a very we!l-.orcﬁ‘ered essa)éd ot
though it faq many [laws, but | was happy to read it, s0 she passed.

is ti}e Way you should write for all your audience. W e start with the
Student: Wi describe someone, should 'V
==xtnt: When we desc g

Persona]ity and then describe what he looks like? with the physical
M‘.Lto_l‘; No, actually it's better to begin
D e —— B BRPICHaASS
) P1 7
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i C .L' 'lli‘ .
appearance, and then move on to the personality ]
So when we describe a person, there are some words y

use in the essay. What arc they? What is the vocabulary that we're going to

use?

Student: Looks like...

Student: Fat, thin...

Student: Height...

Student: Age...

Instructor: His weight... So thesc are some vocabulary that we must
use in such an essay when it comes to the physical appearance. With
regards (o the personality, what are some of the words that we could use?

Student: Smart.

Student: Silly.

Instructor: Now, if | am describing a place, what do | need to talk
about?

Student: Jts location.

Student: Its size.

Instructor: Or the environment.

The Cause and Effect Essay:

The cause-and-effect essay is a form of argumentative essay that details
the effect relationships between two subjects. Writers need to be sure that
the causes and effects they describe are logically connected. For example,
we have the internet, what are the effects of the internet? It has changed
the way we live, in both positive and negative ways. What are some of the
positive effects of the internet? Communication, education. What are some
of the negative effects? Fake news. The overflow of information can be
noisy, and there is some bad information. So the cause is the internet, and
those are some of its positive and negative effects.

Student: What is the structure of the cause and effect essay? Do you
write causes and effects in the three body paragraphs?

Instructor: No. You discuss the link between the cause and effect in
the introduction, and in the three body paragraphs, you talk about the
different effects. The topic sentences will be about the major effects.

Student: 1 have a question related to the thesis statement, should we
include both the positive and (he negative effects?

Instructor: It depends on the question I'm asking. For example, [ could

ask on'ﬂ\y abou( the positive effects. You must read the question well, and
you will know how to answer,

Student: In the cxam, the essay is only cause, or only effect, or both of

Essayll 4.P1 3 : PR ITET, E__,.
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them?

Instructor: Both. | wi'W.I make my question specific. If | want to mention
certain advantages, _l will ‘.C“ You. If I want yoy to mention both
advantages and negatives, [ will te YOLuI.

Student: When it comes to the order of the body paragraphs, I read
somewhcre that we should start with (he least important paragraph

Instructor: We are going to discuss the order of the body paragraphs.

So the spatial order has (o do with places. We also have the climactic
order, and the reverse-climactic order. This answers your question. So
what is a climactic order? I('s like the plot of a story. In novels, we start
from the least tmportant action, until we reacly the climax, which is the
most important incident of the story. So we are building the intensity of
our essay as we go along, and this is suitable for narrative essays, isn't it?
IfI'had a bad day, I'm going to start from the least important incident until
I reach the highlight of my bad day, for example. So I'm building up the
intensity. Whatever way of ordering you choose is comect, as long as it
follows a pattern 5=, So your argument must be systematic. For example,
don't follow the climactic order in the first body paragraph, and then jump
to the reverse climactic order in the second body paragraph. Be consistent.
By systematic. There is no right or wrong in writing actually. A beal!tifully
ordered writing is correct. Follow one order. For examp}e, in the
comparison essay, if you're mentioning bad things and good things in one
body paragraph, you have to do the same in the other body paragraphs.
Make sure that all the body paragraphs follow the same strategy. .

So the reverse climactic order is when we stari with the mf)st important
thing. This is true of the news. In the news, the headlin'le mentions the most
i . : i missed the rest of the
Important thing about what happened. So if you 1. o the bad effects
eWs, it's okay. I believe, if you're writing about snmmlung__,,-t ::m; o
o smoking should follow the same pattern; you should star

Serious effects on the health. _ sook, or how to make
The process order is like when I teach y Oulhownto Erst ,_yemr in English

a cal r . . v Ry | Al n .

* cake. This is one of the easiest types. In my about making

: . ite an essay
lterature in Damascus University, we had to wrile &

acake, |t was an e ‘ od this
. S day DN i . If we turnc
The next type of order is the cla55|ﬁcat|on? orfilz;‘.siﬁcaﬁon sy, o
5 e into an essay, it would be an example of i v and you introduce
" the classification ’essay, you list several categol llzbyof 2 classification
. Category to the reader. This is an ej;‘(a:::g)"
Pal-agra h , rarent kinds of €ssay: .
1at talks about the diftere
) p -  ——TAYDI2022/T2
——— o)
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There are four classic iizdes of writing. Each mode
forms. The first is Exynsitory writing, which has the purpose of
explaining something, or giving directions. The second mode is
persuasive writing, which has the purpose of convincing the reader of
something. The third mode is descriptive writing, which has the purpose
of providing vivid details so that the reader can picture what is being
presented. An essay that depicts the Grand Canyon is an example. The
fourth mode is a narvative writing, which has the purpose of presenting
an experience in the form of a story. A parsonal account of a vacation is
an example of narrative writing.

Did you notice how after "expository writing" there is a comma?
Punciuation affects understanding. And after "persuasive writing”, there is
a comma as well. So there is a parallel structure. This paragraph is well
written. I('s casy to read because it is written clearly.

___The comparison and contrast order:

In this pattern of organization, the item is discussed in detail, before
the next item is mentioned, in order that each item gets its own block of
writing. |
" What's the meaning of block? It means I have to give space to each
point.

You have to give each point its block.

We have to indent the paragraph, which means: you have to put a space
before the first line of the paragraph. And you have to do that in each
paragraph, including the introduction, the body paragraphs, and the
conclusion paragraph... We've had collecagues who failed the exam
because of indentation.

In the written form of many languages, an indentation or indent is an
empty space at the beginning of a line to signal the start of a new
paragraph.

ma3; take different

Title of Book Here

' lndenvion lor Maragraphe ] e

1 i .
o Ihl:‘lﬂ.‘:lh entiris ntorebintina om huye to quceasslifly utilles Micraselt work (o i Fuflest
“".;“.‘v ol Vhere ave endin sy feat wes and ABocteats, some seo, pnd soma ynsean which enatde yoi to
smarlet atidd mare alficiently Thass B CON e @ALTY ACQuited with a ittls affors, aind p@.hngw a

toeat shesf negi yorir conputaer, On
S i § » Cnee thena tipg wad thartcuts hacone secomd neture, start wosking

ek %
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1How to title the essay? The main idea of the essay should be in the title
and the words in it have (o be capitalized, cxcept the prepositions. ’

Wwhat is the meaning of a concrete object? It is something that we can
see, we can touch, we can perceive with our senses, like a natural scene for
example. Abstraction is about ideas, not about objects, like for example
experiences.

Student: Can we say tangible object, instead of concrete?

Instructor: Yes, it's the same thing,

If1 gave you a topic, what is the first thing that you are going to do?

Student: Write a general statement,

Instructor: If | asked you to describe an event that changed your life,
what is the first thing that you are going to do in the exam? What will your
methodology be? First of all, what is the event? You have to tell me what
the event is. So that's your thesis statement. Next, you are going to
describe the context of the event, when it happened, and so on. You'd be
brainstorming, and listing ideas.

Somebody tell me an idea, so we can practice.

Student: Having a child.

Instructor: So the first thing that you're going to say in the
introduction, the phrase with which you are going to catch my attention,
what is it going to be? It's about an event that changes your lite, so what is
the first sentence that you are going to write? You have to start from the
general, and then move to the specific. The first sentence could be
something like: There are few things that change a person's life as much as
having g baby... Now in the thesis statement, what are you going to say
about having a baby? You're going to say how your life has gh:a{\ged. One
of the body paragraphs could be about the increase in respongbdnh;s. Now
You have someone 1o take care of all the time. You have to feed Ihl'rr_l.- You
have to change his diapers. You have more financial responsibilities...
What else? What could the second body paragraph be about?

Student; The joy I have when he laughs, wl'len .hmc srmless. bt are the
Instructor: Yes, he adds joy. Having a child is a joy. S0

delightful experiences that the child provides us with?
%ti‘_‘.“i\ii When he says his first word.
- t“d . ; 2 N i bl | 3. .
=3dent: When he takes his first steps oyl moments of this

I 3 1 i lhe
chilg aetor: Yes. So we are going {0 MEOHON 8 F0 L i
. What are the bad things that come with having

-——___—‘_—_—_“________________.___
= AYDI 2022/ T2
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Student: Slecpless nights.
Studenf: No social life.
Instructor: Yes. the child actually imprisons you.

Student: When you read such an essay, you can know whether the

writer is @ woman or a man, because a woman will be imprisoned by the
child, while a man won't.

Instructor: Well this is the price you have to pay as a woman.
Student: Even Prince Williams takes carc of his son George.

Instructor: Well, he's a prince. He doesn't have to work in order to put
food on the table. So now that we listed the good sides and the bad sides,
we'll go to the conclusion. We're going (o restate what we have said.

There are good moments and bad moments, but it's overall a life
changing event. That's the essay. It's casy, right?

Student: Should we write about it in the next few weeks?
Instructor: You are welcome to do so.

Thank You
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