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HELLD EVERYONE!

| “Language and Media” _—

Last time, we stopped at the idea about the accents of reporters; f re :jl e?l
differ among the programs, or between day and night times? Is there a standar
accent in Arabic? '

Let us continue reading., : i

At one time this difference was especially noticeable on British teleylsmnnwvf;ifiics
particular sports journalist would modify slightly his accent de:pendlﬂg ﬁe would
program he was reporting for. On the national six o'clock evening niWSF e 1o
give the sparts news bulletin in a mainstream RP accent, and i an. Oud L ::ion
the local London South East news, he would shift into a more marked Lon
accent.
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Allan Bell (1984) uses the term audience design for speakers cr']angmg their
style of speech according to the person or people they are addres'smg. Bel‘l also
suggests that, since radio and television presenters are addre-*ssmg a distant,
unknown audience of viewers and listeners, then they may design their spee(;h
according to certain linguistic ‘vatues’ or norms. In this case, newsreaders mayl/ be
selecting one variety over another according to the conventionally prestigious
norms of RP rather than according to the actual audience they are addressing. This
Is a particular type of audience design that Bell calls ‘referee design'.

- (Referee design) means the situations where the speaker does not
accommodate to the speech style of their immediate audience, but rather
“creatively uses language feaiures.

o (A o g gl (audience design) sl TadUaal 4 alll a3 o g3
: . sl G5 4l g of de13y)

TR Y sl 1y S iy ol e Y0 9 580 8 28 g i pud )
B L (R I PPRE by P
Argdll Gl e asill e alaie iyl y K A3 (g 920 LS L
Aokt
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“5GR(??";;:fj;yh:];?g)ee?hie:lfi :-’; l:irjguistic variation according to the context of
ways according to = Llat we €Xpect to find language used in different
media, 't occurs in, and according to different types of
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—— o Wi oo forecasting in Britain depic o5 1
features: [: d, tener, and mode. I e on Hhree |
lts topic or fi
tieliveroc;b : field (the weather around the country), its tenor (the way it 15
- 3 i H . -
e y the presenter), and its communicative mode (speech, writing and some
lsgg_ﬂlggesn1thejorn}ofrnapsandicons) k

This is what we incan by Register in the context of weather forccasting.
We expect a weather bulletin to contain technical vocabulary relat%‘g_—-t_o-
temperature, high and low pressure, etc, but we also expect the presenter, unlike
neWS_CESl‘OI‘S. to address the audience directly, by saying things like 'look at this rain
moving in from the west here'. B
o Uaj‘“‘“’:"“ 238 4 .dﬁyl E’“‘J‘f‘“ Oe calidd jatliad Le) Lgadis (e E:U?"" ;}i',jji isnls a_'J!W_
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On television weather reports, there is also usually some visual representation of
the weather being described, for example a small sun to represent sunshine, arrows
for the direction of the wind, and snowflakes for wintry conditions. The register of
weather forecasting depends also on the cultural context of the broadcast. The
British format has just been described, but the format can vary from country to

country.
This is also what we mean by Register in the context of weather forecasting.

e A1 Al ALl g e 3 AN Bl syl palall Bl drw o
register (Janguage variation according to
ere there are conventions of appropriate

The same expectations of linguistic
context) apply to other media genres, wh

language use for specific types of program. _
Each program, each media genre has its own particular or specific register.
e A uhs..atl_,.‘aiwir-@Lﬁéw‘@mgﬁﬂ\g;ﬂuwid;qhﬁmi Cilad gill g
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" Publ.c participation In the‘medm RS 5 .
Progiams which involve audience participation, such as Oprah Winfrey in the

United States, have been growing in popularity and number, and achieve very high
viewing ratings. There is some disagreement about whether these programs provide
the opportunity for more democratic debate in the media, or whether they in fact

depoliticize important issues hy presenting them in this format. "
Here, linguists are augmenting whether (hose programs that involve audience
hey really democratic debate try to present themseives, ot is il

participation are (

alie. B S
some theorists (€.9. Livingstone anc
programs open up access to an important public-dom

and opinions aré not usually heard on television,” and that
B | 2112022/ T2
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Lunt 1994) have argued that these
ain for people whose voices
talk shows provide a
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powerful sp: - : .
el pace for the voices of oidinary, lay members of the public to b
- eged over the voices of institutional representatives and experts whoge
Opiniens and views usually predominate elsewhere in other media genres,

Efn WLl O Jpm sl 35,y A3 53 g el 30 O o gies gkl yaey i
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Others (e.g. Fairclough 1995) have argued against this view, saying that audm
participation programs are structured in such a way that the discourse of the
experts and the institution is still the framing, dominant discourse, while the
discourse of lay participants is always mediated and constrained within the

| institutional format.

sans ordinary people or ordinary participants. o

- (Lay participants) me
In other words, democracy here is just deceptive that everything is

controlied, even when we think that it is not, but everything is controlled.
a5 A i Conad &y ) gadl gl pll o3 ol 15l o gill D 930 Qg Bk pa e
L dpanlly s Ll ¢l s oSaly g A
An example of this can be found in a study of the interaction between host and
callers to a London talk radio show. lan Hutchby (1996) explores the strategies
available to participants in argument :_;equénces, and shows that typically the caller
‘goes first', by stating their position in relation to a particular topic, while the host
‘goes second’, challenging the caller's opinion without necessarily having to
produce one of their own. ; :
LSl Ll 15a 208 o Lty Cpdadl g 0l (A e el o Jlke
il ol (a8 Josial 0l 235 i gl gl ol B S LS B i) lon
s iy o 059 dhsiall il Ly g2ty el hUay s pleyadly e ppadll I
___';)"L".;E,

The following transcript illustrates this phenomenon:

. 1 Caller: When you look at exr the childcare facilities in
. 2 this country, .hh we're very very low () i-on

. 3 the league table in Europe of () you know if

- 4 you try to get a child into a nursery it's

+ 5 very difficult in this country. .hh An’ in faict it's
» 6 getting wor::se.

- 7 Host: What's that got to do with it.

+ 8 Caller: .phh Well | think whu- what ‘at's gotta d-d

+ 9 with it is... o
(Hutchby 196: H:21.11.88111

What is your anulyze 1o this call between the caller und host?
These nimbers indic.:i= how many sentence the caller say. sl of
o . * b 3" i S
The weird words an wrong punctuation fars indicate the emphd
" — — e e — "'::‘_;.r__ ?_,-3022/ TZ
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caller on wita 12’ sne was talking aboud,

The hosi did not add anything (o v the caller said

In this example, the writer want 1o shiow us that the caller is presenting an
idea, and the host does not try (o give, supporl, or argue against. The host,
basically, is repeating, not adding, any new information.

The host is trying to challenge the caller opinion but without trying to
produce a point ol their own,

= 1
Another strategy which also contributes to the interactional power of the

television host over audience participants is illustrated in the following transcript of

a sequence in a British talk show, Kilroy. Here, the talk of the lay audience member

is directed and to some extent controlled by the host's intervention and

questioning:

« 1 Host: Tell me about this () household

« 2 Alice: erm well both my parents are very loving ()

« 3 very accepting of lots of things () and ()

« 4 therefore that rubs off () on my sister and

*5-erm

- 6 Host: — how old are you

« 7 Alice: nineteen

- 8 Host: how old’s your sister

- 9 Alice: sixteen

+ 10 Host: mmm

« 11 Alice: and erm (1.0) I've lived with both separately ()

+ 12 I've lived with Dad for the last couple of years el

* 13 - now

« 14 Host: — does Dad have a lover

« 15 Alice: Yes he does () -Paula

« 16 Host: — You live with Dad and lovar

« 17 Alice: yes

« 18 Host: How old were you when you lived with Dad and
» 19 lover

» 20 Alice: erm (1.0) | was seventeen when | moved to
» 21 Melbourne

» 22 Host: cause you problems

« 23 Alice: no

» 24 Host: did you find it strange

« 25 Alice: no

(Thornborrow 1997: Adopti i

: _ . / 1997: Adoption/Kilroy/1994
. \.L_I?J‘:P' @“f“'—” @ JI_SG*‘-Z-M Oe O bl 8e g SN 3 Cinad (e dl.’sAJT Jay :
ol @015 b G Lo S bl pgandl g palal) Gt Bl Mihae da 43 21, o8

As you can s¢i in this conversation i

the host is interferi :
S | ; rfering all the time
DA 4Pt 5t . Q== = g
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controlling which is going to say and what kind of questions he wa
therefore he is controlling the answers, and he does not give Alice
express her opinion freely.

nts to ask i
the chance to

%ok % % &

Language, society and virtual power

So far, we talked about television and radio, and now we will talk about
social platforms on the Internet.

To conclude this chapter we look briefly at the development of computer
mediated communication (CMC) over the past two decades. This new form of
communication can take a variety of forms, from email exchanges to synchronous
(real-time) interaction in chat rooms and MUDs (Multi-User Dimensions), to
asynchronous (postponed-time) interaction in newsgroups. David Crystal (2001)
provides a comprehensive overview of the linguistic features of CMC, and the
language we use to communicate on the web.

- (Computer mediated communication) means (Gaob Oe oy M daal 2
<l it is defined as any human communication that occurs through the use
of two or more electronic devices.

This has been given various names including ‘netspeak’, ‘netlish’, ‘weblish, ‘wired-
style’ and "cyberspeak’, "

They all refer to our use of Internet, especially social platforms, such as
_Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp, etc.

..and some of the words and expressions first coined in this context have now
become part of the language we use every day. Crystal gives examples of terms
| sucn as ‘multi-tasking’, ‘"dot.com’, and ‘he’s 404’ (2001: 19) which are used ‘offline’ as
| well as ‘online’.
) Y | 8 Raaddal Aadll she Coa gl ol e LS i Cilaldlisda 3l o
L;%L_;.;,‘J\__,,J;f Cangeal g ol gl A Lalidiiy ol Y Al aadid il e Lgdiml_,

A i
But many of the questions we ask in this book about how language can t.Je
powerful apply to social relations in virtual realities just as much as they do to social
relations in ‘real’ life. What are some of the issues involved?
 What do you understand from this paragraph? M::‘!I is the main {idea?.

About communication in both real and virtual life, and the relfmonslnp how
the Internet or the virtual world that social platforms have pt‘Qvltled and have
become inseparable from our real world today. Also the certain vocabu.lar)'f or
words we use online and how they become part of everyday communication,

such as (¢lwld),

1. Social identity . T
| In the early days of Ch'~ it was thought that this new madium wouict resu
i are democratic communizztion, e \_va_;far.
Fhes fact we have now social platforms they iold o ti - Abpave . )
‘ T 22/ T2
£
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more freedom of specch, However, it is not the case. It has opened the window
to express ourselves but it is limited and has restrictions.

..because a person’s social identity (their gender, ethnicity, age).can be hidden in
the virtual werld.

In Facebook, you can choose you age, name maybe (now they have
restrictions), ctc. You can create a fake account.

In cyberspace, people can also play with identity and present themselves in
different personas,

For Identity, you can make yourself a male or female. For Personas, instead
of saying you are a student you could say I am a professor or doctor.

so the internet would be a piace where social hierarchies become levelled out, l
and people’ could encounter each other in a more equal way. However, this has
turned out to be not quite so simple. As Nancy Deuel found in her study of virtuai
sex interactions, stereotypical interpretations of gendered behavior still prevail:

- (Levelled out) means becoming equal. )
g g GOA! a5} ey sl o g gl il i BY) g 33
e 11y s 391 s Jolill L ol By gl Ll 18

REARL
Tisea Tglai ) yom i (o Al il VI Do L) (pata o) o3 iy Al 3 8
2 3yl e bRt DM i Aigna A e S (f oy (YL Al (g )8l g Sl A 5o
gr v - 5 [ b

Example.
Sexual aggression is assumed to be a male trait and one participant notes: ‘it

ceems to me that if a female character shows any bit of intelligence and sexual
recognition, people will think she’s a male IRL. If she flirts shamelessly and has a
smutty description, people will think she's a male IRL." (1996: 134) -
- (IRL) is used in social media to distinguish between online activity (in
games, on sociai media, or on TV) and the }'eal world. .
This is a part of stereotypicai interprefations of gendered behaviour. -
S g ya yal g (puiadl ohiie V) o (i il O
So while it may be possible to disguise your identity on the Net, the people you
interact with will still make assumptions about who you are based on what you say
and how you say it. _
Coaain 5 il iy b (D b (0 yalian b a2 )9 ¢ AV O sl £lis) gSadll e
onal Y1 allalt 13 3 4y g8 ol 4S5 La el 3§ 34 e lld g clla sheay
Y Nefiqueite’ e el duuiiSoe i
The internet makes it possible for people who are geographically scattered
thousands of miles away from each other to interact either in real time or with a
very small time delay. This has led to the concept of cyberspace as a ‘global vil.lage'
(Crystal 2001: 5) where people who use the Net are members of a virtual

DA 4.P5 Last 7 AYDI 2022/ T2
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| community. - ) -

(Netiquette) comes trom the word (Etiquette), and it refers to the behaviouy
that is expected to follow on social media. For example, you should not yse
swore or aggressive words and words that show discrimination, whether sexyg]
or ethnical. You will be reported and later be blocked if you use them.

Are there any advantages to the fact that we huve become living in a virtug]
community somehow?

Knowing and communicating with other people, learning about the cultures’
habits, sports,

s gl agmny ooa | sloal i o (A aad) pilSa e IRl (i) (il i Y e
e W) el i) Malie poeia Y (ool Lal3n g (g yh Al 3 g Al iy
(M bt o ol 5 & U s gl WS "aadlall 4 a7 Al 1]
As in any other community, rules and codes of behavior have developed in order
to control the way that members of the community behave.
el Ay bl s e de yana puinall 120 oS5 ¢ AT pina o Jix
| Entering a chat room as a ‘newbie’ means having to learn the conventions and
rules of interaction in that space. '

- (Newbie) means a new member,

Each Facebook group, for example, has its rules, which you really need to
read first and sign to agree these rules because if you disagree with them and
later on you reach these laws, you will be banned from this group.

Lgalaaiiol g 48 53l ada A;I_,E“uyeﬁht_.dhigmg;%?mmbﬂl waad Jsaall s i 13
2SI i gy a3,

Many newsgroups have a FAQ (frequently asked questions) file which sets out
what these rules are, some even have moderators or ‘wizards" pecple who are

prepared to spend time monitoring the use of a group and making sure that rules
are kept.

It is very important and a part of Netiguette.
e garall (o (58l pali il an s LS gy ol | 8S ) pm Al LS Gl as
Ae gaaall o3 20l () galy S ikl o a0y 81 5
Inappropriate behavior can get you sanctioned, and possibly excluded from, al
group. ‘Flaming' (aggressive verbal behavior), ‘spamming’ (sending unwanted long\
messages) and ‘grandstanding’ (posting your opinions widely with no respect for\
| the topic of a newsgroup) are all activities that can lead to sanctions. . |
Ao paadl) o daini) 5 By giall dialia e adia p o G gt sl 1 O

One example of this is using a 'kill file’, a kind of shield which can be used to |
prevent unwanted, offensive messages from getting through to you. Kollockand
Smith (1996) describes this kind of shield as a powerful interactional device, one
that can ‘'make invisible any objectionable person’ (120). )

However, it works only on an individual, not a community, level,land., even if :
banish someone from your screen, other users may not, so you will still see futur

you

— (7022/T2
: 022
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postings if otne ¢ participants comnieit on them. VWiai is particuicry nicresting
about the rules that attempt to contro, social interac!;on in cyberf.pnrp is that it is
the people who use the Net who estatiish those rules. Cyberspace is a community
requlated not yet by a 'top-down’ authority but by a 'bottom-up’ process
IEe\»'elm)ed by mterngt users.
So, there is a hierarchy inside the space of Internct, but this hicrarchy is
controlled by the users of Internet. Recently, in worldwide there become
cybercrimes (413 58) 3 33) if you spread lies aboul governmental issues for
example, you will end up in jail. So, there arc rules.
L).AA_\YL‘; g_qL.,.\_, uaa_ua“ iwaY\wwimJJwy c\..au.aa.v.nt.-m-‘l-l-c-
' A_G;.“u.w_s‘uaa.mh 'I.JAL..&L:IJLUL_;_,JML_«,_)J(JM‘
bl e gy () paSady (o b () sariondl ‘u_mljm‘ﬁl ,—J‘-sd'

3. Cyberspace: a socially pewerful commumt B -

m;fg;}su...m’_).’s)/f',ﬂdf,_ja

In her study of a community protest, Laura Gurak (1 996) explains how a database
called 'MarketPlace: Households' (listing details about millions of American
households and produced by a company called Lotus) was prevented from
becoming commercially available.

The release of this product became the subject of an intense debate about
privacy, not just in newspapers but across internet newsgroups and bulletin boards
For two months across the United States, people were posting information about
the database, and how to contact Lotus to complain about the violation of their
privacy. The speed and efficiency of this medium resulted in a hlghly effective
| campaign to stop the database going on sale. T a

Facebook or other social media platforms are very important nowadays

because you can launch a complaint online against a certain kind of behaviour,
against a certain kind of actions, and you can stop it, if there are a good number
of people that support you.

Gurak makes the point that what she calls ‘rhetorical communities’, diverse
groups of people who participate in protests and campaigns via the internet, can be
socialiy and politically powerful, In cases such as this, CMC can provide a public
forum for action and protest, as so many participants can become involved very
quickly in a campaign.

Recently, 1 am sure that there are many hashtag campaigns, for example,
#tMeToo campaign about sexual harassment, it stacted in Europe and nowadays
it is taking part in the Arab world, with many women protesting online,

especially tiose who are suffering from sexual harassment by their relatives, or
strangers. Thcy opposing this very bravely on Internet asking for help because
sometimes the police cannot help them in their own countries or they are asking
for the atiention of the police to come and rescue them. It is amazing how
people recenily, women and children, have been bsing Internet to ask for help.

Dﬁi 4’03-:{' 7"-' ¥ 9
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ll?lacebook or any other media platform can be used fo help each other ag
well, '

There is a Syrian program called (sl e Ay
and children who are victims of domestic violence,
people are contacting them, reporting,
are victims of domestic violence.

e S ol e iy e Slalaial s Clany 458 Ly (il o e yiia Cle yaza GlaL
O Adla) (saiay (CMIC) 1 Lia g 30 A0 030 P TN PUIPY g PR T seldal Jil

Opma bl b L 435 b 2 0

they give support (o women
So, recently, there are many
and complaining that other neighbours

Activity ..

If you regularly use internet sites such as chat rooms, or post to a newsgroup,
what are the rules that govern behavior in these cyberspaces? How do you know
what they are, and what happens if you break them?

Can you name rules that you arz aware of in chat rooms, or newsgroups,
according to your experience? _

The rules differ from a group to another, and they are depending on the
group topic and its members:

- It is not allowed to use violence words, and no aggressive language.

- To stay away from politics, religious, and sexual topics and issues.

How do you know what they are, und what happens if you break them? :

There is a rules file written, and you should submit agreement about it. If
you break them, you will be sanctioned, and possibly excluded from this group.

Summary - - g B0 % L s o
- In this chapter we have discussed the power of the media to determine what
counts as news, and also how it gets represented. -
sl dia Gy dpus 5 Y ey JLaW (e 2l L3 Y1 33y G Gial ol

) JJSJJ b.\..!.uq:i‘j

We have outlined the conflicting views of the media, on the one hand as organs

of derocracy, providing essential public information and on the other as powerful
monopolies which relentlessly pursue their own interests.

This shows that who the monopolies on the media are, They have actually

their own interests, never about the people, but about making money. It is about
the .ideology in these instilutions that they want the people to follow.

al e g gl 138 (6 5 0 )% Cim @MY L3 k) lall gy (pe Whand
2255 Ore pal il gy S DA aaT 4y a2l el ga Jpmi g ) jiagal JIS
ALY e (g 5ie pg,.\.'h._;\ aﬁjgja@u);‘ﬂiamlf}f_
With the increase of public access to broadcasting space, and particularly with
the arrival of the World Wide Web, and its potential for unregulated mass
communication, these questions «zin central to the debates about the function
|+ £oveer of the mass media, Ar they providing an emerging forum for public
rored institutions with twerorans of discourse

PO are they et clesaly man

e

it
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znd ?S ystems of 'gatekeeping’ which continue to control who gets to say what, ﬂ
ow?

Do you thirk media has changed since the invention of social plr;a_f;yrﬁ” Do
vou think radio and television in the Arab world have changed somehow
because of Facehook, Twitter, WhatsApp, eic.?

Yes, a littie bit. _

People or the participants (the virtual community on Facebook, or
WhatsApp) now they have become more active participants, they have a yoice
somchow, and their voice is somehow to a certain extant is being heard. It is
differ from cne country to another and from one prograim fo anot
on the policies and politics of the institutions.

An analysis of the language and discourse used in mediated contex
valuable way of finding evidence to support or counter these claims. ,

There are always these two camps, one arguing that media is changing and it
has become more democratic, and the other thinks that it is all again it is very
controlled by the institution, where what you say and how you say it Is being
monitored all the time, '

Ay, Jan f sam e 4A3Y A5k i Litad} 8 Ak ods i (A 5iSiall ASpll] LA 2
" ' e e g Lsls g G o5l
i o gy ASN ATy Cilasi 30 e $ gl g8 2Ole VI o LGl ey g Aadl - s M 3"1’“
b Uiy o (il Uity " Ty S 2L 11 o G  plasall i Liswa Lalisls Lo 57
v e o pead il abay Lia s Gag g i 0L a Aipns il pani daslly Aa1 ‘fj
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Thank You

her, depending

ts provides 3

THE LAST LECTURE.
25.02.2022

HELLO EVERYONE!
“Language and gender”
How do you translate (gender) in Arabic? 1t can be translated as (g5
=Liayl), and it can be translated as ( sty as well.
This lecture is divided into different sections:

Intreduction
How is English sexist?
Do men and women talk differently?

Possible explanations

DA 4.P5 Last 11 AYDI 2022/ T2
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L Summary |
__Discussion Questions N
What is the difference between sex and gender?
What is meant by a sexist language?

It is when you are bias to a certain sex.
. - - _-_-__—___-—_____-___-____———___,
How sexist is English?

Is English language sexist? Yes. For example, the word (man) was used (g
refer to al! humans,

Another example, when you are talking to a group of people, you use the

masculine pronoun to greet them (Hi guys), even if the majority of them s
females and there is one male.

Also it is the same in Arabic. They think it inclusive of both males and

females.
L Do men and women use language differently? T

Maybe. '
What are the possible reasons for gender-based differences in conversaﬁonﬂ

styles? '

-..Sex vsi'gendert- | - ihe o T o) w, e
‘Sex” refers to biological category, which is usually fixed before birth. ]
'Gender’ refers to social category, which is associated with certain behavior.

What is the difference between Sex and Gender? Sex is the biological
category and gender is social type.

What do we mean by social type? Can you give me examples? Can you think
of uny gender roles in our society or in other societies?

Examples: When a baby is born, if it is a boy, they dressed him in blue, and
they choose pink for the girls. These are conventional gender rules.

In our society, for example, people believe or still think that most scientists,
astronauts, directors, or surgeons are males. When you think of secretary,

English teacher, or nurse, you think of a female. For the role of peliceman, we
think of a man not a woman. So, these are conventional gender roles.

Conventional gender rules change from one generation to another, even in
the sanie culture can change but it takes time.

Example:

Bicycle design neatly illustrates the difference between the two: bike saddles
designed for women are usually wider than saddles designed for men, because
women have a wider pelvic girdle (a sex difference). Bikes without a crossbar, so
riders can wear skirts, are designed in response to a gender difference, since there is
no biological reason why, in some cultures, women wear skirts and men don't, B

We were educated and raised in our society in a way (o believe that skirts are

for females not for males, but in the past, if you look in history movies or
‘-_"_'—‘—-—-.._______
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are o, men used to wear skirvls and dresses,
Wy dat is meant Ly ‘sevion’?

s if members of one
sex were somehow less completely human and less complex and had fewer rights
than members of the other sex,

Sexist language represcits women and men unequally, a

Sexist language also presents stereotypes of women and men, sometimes to the
disadvantage of men, but more often to the disadvantage of women.
(Stereotypes) means dxhaill 5 ) guall

Sexism means that someone is biased to one of the sexes, and treats
somebody from the other sex in different way. It can be (ranslated into Arabic

as (L_,,_uu;_“ ).1;_1]1)
It is debatable whether language can actually be sexist against men (as OPPUS‘E\

to just rude), or only against women.

Are you aware about sexism against man in our society or other societies?

No, just being rube by being oppressive using language to exclude you from
certain activities, to limit your behavior.

Generally speaking, men still hold more ‘high-status’ occupations in this society
than women do; men still own more property and earn more than women. There
are still more male politicians, more male company directors, mare male judges,
professors, surgeons, head teachers and film directors.

Men also tend to have more physical power; domestic violence is perpetrated
more often by men against women than the other way around. It is debatable_
whether using language to diminish men has the same effect as using language to
diminish women, since the power relations underlying the language use are
different.

(Domestic violence) means (s ) il

So, since men are physically has more power, and they still have high-status
occupations, the violence practices against women is no just linguistic or verbal
but a physically violence. Whereas even if sexism exists against men, it will not
be equally the same as the sexism existed against women.

There might be some sexism against men, but it might be only linguis{ic as
being rude or impolite.

_"How is English sexist?

Sexist language can be discussed in two ways: firstly, as the extent to which the
English language system is inherently sexist, and secondly, as the extent to which
some ways of using language are sexist.

You have two ways to discussing how a language is sexist: cither it i
inficrently sexist by its own nature, or the way we use it is sexist.

To consider the first approach, the extent to which the English language system
is sexist, one of the things we look for is symmetry versus asymmetry in the

(]
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Sy metry and asymmetry

A Ciear e N . _ : i § T ———
edl exampie of symmetry can be found in English terms for horses, Horze is 5

generic term which covers animals of both sexes:
(1)
generic horse
female mare
male stallion

young foal (either sex)
young female filly
| young male colt

-~ (Generic) means a word or phrase that is used to describe some general or
vague group or class, rather than some specific thing.

So, we have two groups, one for male horses and the other for female horses,
but the main term is the horse. It is just like the word (Man), in the past it was
used to include or mean both man and woman, and to mean (J-<Y'), but today
if you are writing an academic paper or submitting a paper for publishing, you
cannot use this word to mean both man and woman, because it is politically
incorrect, you are being sexist, and you are excluding women using (Man) as a
eneric term.

The terms for human beings follow a similar system, but are not so symmetrical
in the way they are used:

(2)

generic Man

female woman

male man

young child
\ young female girl

young male boy

Example (2) indicates the ambiguity of the term Man/ man. Speakers and writers
often blur the distinction between the use of the word Man generically, to mean

women, men, girls and boys, and the use of man to mean only men (and not
women or children).

- (Blur the distinction) means (LSl ¢y 5 y32)) Y
This is no longer used when you write English. Unfbrtunately, it is still used
in Arabic, some Arab countries and magazines paying attention to this
langnze, they ask their writers when they want (o publisk naline or in the
actuni ragazine to use both masculine and feminine when they are falking

e

abo: »suple in general. It iz "ot ooore complicated in Arabic
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(m‘dnkind) LJ)-Q'-.' L:‘S_j tdLmj)l‘ _ji (_,LSS )4:1,_11] a)‘_;fum i.ig‘.ux (man) lli_nls l,_\;';:h.u':i culs ls LS
il s (Generic) J » (man) daiS 23 Aay (humankind) 7 aal & Wiy (4 pdill) i

B (human) %<

This is illustrated in example (3) below, where the first mention of Man appears
to be in its generic sense, but the next sentence makes it clear that in fact Man here
means men and not women,

(3)

For decades, pubs have been Man's best friend. He could take his wife, his
girifriend, but not his children. But now that's all about to change. {IVews at 10, !TV1
3 January 1995, on changes in the laws regarding children in licensed drinking bars)

The first mention of the word Man in this o ample is generic (pubs have
been Man's best friend); it includes both man and woman. But since he used he
i (He could take his wife), he is being more specific and referring to the men
5€X.

0295 e Gl bt ¥ LY pgill i (el y Ll s of (fae LS 08 f U o

HOhaiy) ol (2 M) (325 o e

Another kind of asymmetry in the way the system shown in (2) is applied is the
use of girl to describe adult women, where man would almost certainly be used if
the reference were to an adult male. Consider this headline and the first sentence of
an article from the Daily Mail (24 September 1997):

(4)

Police girl wins sex bias case by a split verdict

A policewoman who allegedly threatened to kill her chief constable and have the
legs of a senior officer broken won a controversial sex discrimination case
yesterday... The 34-year-old officer, who said her high-flving career was ruined by
_bullying male colieagues, now expects to receive up to £250,000 in compensation,

Can you siiow me in this example where the asymmetry is? What am
talking about in this article? Why did they use ir the headline “Police girl” but
in the article they used “a policewoman"? Is there a difference? W/?y they
defined the policewoman as a police girl? They used it 10 indicate thay she is
young and unexperienced maybe.

Are they talking about the same person? Yes, it is the same person,

Would you use “'a police boy " to talk about "4 policeman"? No,

This is the sexism we are talking about, We will never see in a headline the
term “a police boy” to refer to “a policeman”. But for the Woman, they used “4
police girl®, which is very dimensioning,

Since women's status tends to be far more dependent on their attractiveness
than men's, the use of girl, rather than woman, to imply that you are not yet ‘old’ is
usually assumed to be a compliment. Would a male police officer (aged thirty-four)
be called a police boy in a headline?

.J‘J‘Ul:i]Yaa_;_,‘jL"A
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The use of titles is also asymmetric_e;l:
(5)

woman Miss / Mrs. / Ms.

Man Mr.

(Mr.) for both single and married man, (Miss) for a single Wwoman, an(
(Mrs.) for a married woman,

In the past, there was two titles for woman: (Miss / Mrs.) But when feminism
emerged they protested against the sexism inherent in the English language, and
they suggested that we need to add neutral title as (Ms.) to indicate that she j

being single or married is not your business. So, the title (Ms.) becomes like the
title (Mr)).

An adult male can be assumed to use the title Mr. before his family name, unless
he has another title such as Dr, or Judge. However, an adult woman (who does not
use another title) May use one of three titles: Miss, Mrs. or Ms. Thus any woman who
gives her preferred title on a form is revealing far more information about herself
| than a man does. .

If she is applying for a job, they ask the man, are you Mr. doctor, judge, etc,?
But for the woman, they ask her if she is Miss, Mrs., Ms., doctor, judge, etc.

Miss reveals she is unmarried (or chooses to present herself as such).

Mrs. indicates that she is married.

Ms., a relatively new title, was introduced to end the inequality in the system but

instead you could, say that the inequality has increased. Instead of having only one
title (which does not reveal maritai status, in line with titles for men) there are now

three possible titles in circulation, and all three appear alongside Mr. on many
forms.

If you choose not to tell the world your marital status by selecting Ms., some

people will assume you are divorced; others will assume you are a feminist; i.e. the
| use of Ms., if you had the choice of using Miss or Mrs., can seem to carry information
abaut your political opinicns, Furthermore, since the introduction of Ms., selecting
Miss or Mrs, as your title can seem to indicate that you do not want to appear to be
a feminist.

Therefore, not only do two of the titles women use reveal marital status, all three
titles can appear to carry information about the user's political affiliations. This is
not a situation men face!

The titles Miss and Mrs. are 2 reminder of a time when the power relations
between women and rmen were much more markedly unequal than they are today
for most women living in Europe or the United States.

Women were then regarded as the responsibility, or indeed the property, _Of
either their father or their nusband. Some forms of marriage service still require
women to be ‘given away’ by their father (or other male relative) to their husband.

Women's political and economic rights changed considerably over the twentieth
DA 4.P5 Last — T ~AYDI2022/T2
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century. However, our language still allows us to indicate the marital statye

oy of
yoman in way that does not exist for men. a
\‘ gl SRR e .= . S — 4 :"" I S R R s = - - --_.____________‘___"'__“—_-_
“Unmarked and marked terms —
another useful concept when analyzing sexism is that of unmarked anc| mz;r—k;;f

terms. This is still asymmetry, but of a specific kind.

For example, lion, an unmarked form, can refer to a male or ferale lion,
However, the term used for a male lion is also lf'cfn, while a ferr‘w.AIe lion is referred to
by a marked term, lioness (it is 'marked’ because it has the additional suffix ess). |
h__-_'_l‘-he'\@rd (poet) can refer to a male or female, but we al‘so have the word

(poctess); this marked term indicates the sexism of the English language. The
female sex is marked to differentiate it from the norm the male sex.

It is quite common for 'unmarked’ terms to refer to males, while to refer to a
female, the terms are ‘marked’ by adding a suffix. This may make terms for females |
appear to differ from the ‘standard’. For example:

(6)

waiter waitress

host hostess

actor actress

The marked terms on the right are used less nowadays, and the unmarked terms
on the left are often used for women as well as men, which indicates that language
and attitudes are changing. |

For example, today we are no longer using the words (chairman,
chairwoman), we say chairperson.

However, it is also true that some terms which can apparently refer to females or ]

|
I

males, such as surgeon, doctor, professor and ntirse, are in fact sometimes used as if
they really only applied to one gender. .

The same is applied in Arabic, when we say (u<<9) we only think of
female, and we think of the word (nurse) the first thing comes to your mind is

the female, also (teucher, secretary). But these terms are applied to both male
and female.

\ People refer to a lady doctor, a woman professor or woman surgeon, implying

that the norm is male, and to 2 male nurse, implying that the norm is female. It
should be noted that nurses are of lower status than the other occupations
| mentioned. Therefore one way which these examples can be interpreted as sexist is

that they imply that ‘normal’ (or, in the case of the medical profession, ‘high status’)
people are men,
L=

ey Gall ol qasy ol Gaa il 0T de 2090 3. 0053 LT el 03 o Ay i szl
(lady/ woman)

——

Semantic derogation

| The process of words which refer to women acquiting demeaning or sexual

| Connotations has been widely observed, and has been termed semantic
 DA4PS e
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\derogation. (Semantic is a linguistic term referring to meaning; deroge means ‘to
l cause to seem inferior’.) Exa_mpl_e_iﬁ)_@ (10) illustrate th_!_s process.

(Demeaning) means (o treal S0Mecne as inferior to you, to mean them or

look down on them. - )

(7)

gentleman or lord lady

Lady is used in contexts where is it highly improbable that gentleman or lord
would be used. In the UK, lady is commonly used to form the expressions such as
dinner lady (a woman who serves meals to schoolchildren) or lollipop lady (a woman
who helps schoolchildren to cross roads).

Would vou expect men filling these roies to be referred to as dinner gentlemen,
or dinner lords? As lollipop lords or lollipop gentlemen? Probably not! Lady is used in
| contexts where man or a gender-free term is used if the job is done by a male.

In the previous example (7), they used the words or the titles (gentleman and
lord) that are refer to a man, but the word (lady) has a specific context in the
UK, as dinner lady or lollipop lady, and both refer to demearing occupation that

men do not norimally do.

To illustrate the point here is a newspaper extract describing a television
program about how animals communicate:

How does a randy polar bear find a mate? Not very.easily is the answer. Aftar all,
most of them mope about solitary, icy territories the size of Britain. And even when
a lady polar bear does come mooching along, males have about as much chance of
spotting her white coat against a sea of ice and snow as David Seaman has of
tracking a 30-yard lob.

(The Observer, 30 June 2002, p. 5) |

Why the language here is demeaning? Can you find any sexism here?

The usage of lady polar bear. They are considering the norm/ generic term as
(polar bear), and (lady polar bear) is a marked to differentiate it from the norm.

Are there any other examples of semantic derogation, or se discrimination?
How do you think they describe the lady polar bear?

She is almost invisible because she lives in a very snowy environment, and
she has a white coat, so it is very hard for males to spot her.

So, this is another discrimination against the female.

(8) l
master mistress R

What is the difference between Master and Mistress?

(Master) has one meaning, it is for the man, and it shows respect and fear.
However, and (Mistress) is for the woman/ lady. But this is not how we usc
them, we use (Mistress) for the secret female lover, and it has negative

collocations. B
‘He is my master' usually means 'he is my boss’ or 'he has more powith_a@

2022/ T2
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way aeainst wWomen. This 18

She is my mistress’ is most likely to be interpreted as mehaning ‘she is my |
- ny |

lover”. _ licit
This demonstrates (Wo phenomena: firstly that words for women tend tg |
) PR T " § o @]
status (being someone’s illicit lover usually is & much less powerful position ur:se
g (! ‘ oh

eing their boss), and secondly, that words for women often end up referring to
women in a sexual capacity. This has clearly happened to mistress and not to
er. Even the term woman' is also sometimes used to refer to women as seyyal

mast
as in the phrase wine, woimen and song.

actiVitfy’,

B abic. the word (woman) can be used in offensive and negative

Even in Ara : .
part of the sexism we practice towards each other.

)
sir madam |
sir and madam can both be used to refer to high-status people, but madam,

unlike sir, is also used to refer to a brothel keeper. N

_ (Brothel) means a whorehouse. o
Ll | of ¢€ae (madam) a8 oSy ¢l e 1 salaidl e AYall leasind L,hmsn ML
‘(EJLDJ.“ Gy mls ) ‘_f“

(10 J
bachelor spinster or old maid

(Bachelor) for a single man (<2'=), (Spinster) for a single woman (u+le), and
(Old maid) for an old single woman. This is the patriarchal ideology.

(Bachelor) is used for men only, and when they want to refer to a girl, they
say (Bachelor girl). They need to differentiate because they think the generic
term Bachelor indicates men not females. So, when they want to say a woman
is single, they say bachelor girl.

All three terms refer to an unmarried person, but spinster and old maid appear to
be rarely used nowadays, perhaps because their associations are so negative.

Bachelor, however, usually has positive connotations. The bachelor life and a
bachelor pad (an apartment for a single man) are generally regarded as glamorous;
a bachelor is someone who has succeeded in not getting tied down.
greipfzstler ancji old maid o? the other hand sugges_t to many people someone old,
Unm’arrigez :nr unable tq get a .man'. Bachelor g:r{ can be used tq refer to_an
ol 0;16”, to avoid the stigma of the other t'erms; however, this expression
—_— bacf;;)e; ol of unmarked and nmaf'kfed terms discussed abo_ve (bachelor is the
Mail :J;\m th;w girl the ma!rk'ed form), as in thg nev.vs;')aper headline from the Daily
— € these the most eligible bachelor girls in Britain?".

T aste) A (B 3/ paile ) alS plasid (e J

— (At ) ga 3y (Gajle) (4 Bac
mezh'i;’:?”_lﬂ‘tis. c.“w“" ~hove are all asymmetrical, and diminish women rather thar ’

Py representic:; .,omen as the property of men, as being of lower status, and |

——

.
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as being primiarily sexual beings.

These vszoes not only represent wornen unequally,
to perceptic.i= held by both men and women which co
power over Uieir own lives and other resources than me
b Ol s WAKUS 0l Vo0 5 5 T oLl o o2 0, B0 e pad ALYl 03
Gy A 338 25 s el )y Y LlaS501 i i Al 5l g (o LS
el oded ) il Uiotasiul y LS oda plasial ol Sill Laaf e 5l s

celaill e el | padinal o3 paliy

but they may also centribute
ntribute to women have less
n.

- Sexism in discourse -

It was stated that sometimes sexism is located not in specific words bu't‘in the
discourse, that is, by meanings created in a whole utterance or sentence, or a
longer text. Below are some examples of apparently nongender-specific terms
being used in a context which in fact shows they are being used to refer exclusively

to men. The information which indicates that the use is specific is contained
elsewhere in the discourse.

OSK Tl 3 Ll el 3 B8 3 gy gl i)l Sl
Sexism shows there is superiority ol one sex over the other, even in English,
such as the word Spinster, and even in Arabic, it has very negative and
demeaning collocations that we should not use. This is part of the double

standers (4> 24l Luleall) or the Patriarchal system. It is also part of the language
itself.

Can language be changed? Can wé change the Arabic or English?

Not totally, but it is not possible to change these words, to remove them and
clean the language, by using the media to raising the awareness on how
important to respect one another no matter what sex is, you do not choose to be
male or female.

Why we lock down on males, of why we look down on females?

Some aspects of this are part of the English language itself, ana others are
social instructed. So, they cannot be changed, it takes a lot of time.

Sometimes this additional information is described as disambiguating the
generic term (that is, it indicates more exactly to what the term refers)l. Gene'ric
(non-gender-specific) terms are shown in italic; gender specific terms are in Capital
LETTERS.

- (Disambiguating): to remove the ambiguity from; make unambiguous.
Generic ternss, such as (man); it indicates man and woman.

(% ; me
People feel entitled to the car, the GIRL, etc. If they're let down. they bla
themselves. -
(Oliver James, quoted by Emma Cook in The Independent, 31 August 13

7
H o f wvnectiiice (e 4 T ”’ph};
Can you find me generic/ non-gender-specific terms in this exa
you find me g & -

- == i e 7——’ - _i_i—Z TZ
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d themselves: o .
" ecific terms in this example? Girl.

d determine our political beliefs, pinpoint our involvements in
r extramarita! liaisons are being developed by neurologists..
ct that attitudes and feelings we try to conceal will
chers. Lying politicians, spin doctors and CHEATING

ORTSMEN (and HUSBANDS) will suddenly find life uncomfortable,
sP

i e in The Observer, 10 March 2002) |
i me generic/ non-gender-specific terms in this example?

liticians, and spin doctors.

even uncove
, raises the prospe

one day be uncovered By resear

Can you finc

Our, we, Lying po | Ctors. ?
Can you find me gender specific ferms in this example:
Cheating sportsmen, and Husbands.
(13) |
ers have arrangements with what in

ywood's most powerful play
mmon-law WIVES' — Kurt and Goldie, Tim and Susan,

has to wonder: why do stars bother to get married at

Several of Holl
pre-palimony terms Were 'co
and Hugh and Elizabeth — one
all?
(Alison Powell, The Guardian, 13 September 1997)

Can you find me generic/ non-gender-specific terms in this example?
Players and stars.

- Can you find me gender specific terms in this example? Wives.

U Aetivity 1 - I

Can you identify the gender-specific references and the generic, or
genderneutral, references in these descriptions of dress codes in London
restaurants?

Who dresses for dinner?
The Causerie Restaurant, Claridge’s Hotel
The rule of jacket and tie at all times has become more relaxed. The public

ro : : . Fela J
ﬁ:'_‘r"; require smartness without formality; the restaurant remains firmly jacket and
the dz > Wh.o come without a tie are invited to choose one from a selection held at
femove(;rh_- _a” very fine ties’. The restaurant used to ask any gentleman who
be dyin is jacket during the meal to put it on again, but this practice appears io
admittegl T;u‘c' The recalcitrant ‘star’ who came in less than formal clothes would be
-__:I_]_ﬂ__ ut respectfully asked to improve next time.

1 1S n i : = —

They as ewspaper article, Can you identify any gender specific references?
men, Thi _-’imm that all customers are men; they are expecting all of them are

}; ; s a gender specific,

oW djdl v )

The text ;; know? The clothes: jacket and tie, the word (gemlcman).
Costumerg ds lhcﬂddresged to men, they are expecting and treating all the

y are males, and they are excluding the females, cven the form

DA 4.pg Last
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of the dresses 18 very masculin

ender-specific term, which is (star).

|

We also have non-
??e R;tzry hard to ensure no denims or trainers. Smart casual is the norm for
ries ve . i :
breakfast, while at lunch, tea and dinner, jacket and tlg are jmancliat?ry. p;
k wc;man draws attention to 20 silk Turnbull and Asser ties, anF a selection o
ey de their own. Ladies’ only requirement Is to be

' ts who do not provi :
jackets, for guests who ‘ ‘ ;
cmart. It's hard with the ladies but we try not to rnake an issue of it.

i . 2
Can you find any gender specific terms: | o
Spokeswoman, ladies, even the type of clothes (jacket and tie) for males.

Can you find any non-gender-specific terms? Guests.

The River Café, Hammersmith
Owned by the wife of architect Sir

fashionable restaurants in London, it ha ' .
indicate that bare chests would not be allowed, ‘aithough people haven't actually

Richard Rogers, and one of the most
s no code at all, but a spokesman did

started stripping off’, he adds.
(James Bristow, The Independent, 20 September 1996)

Can you find any gender specific terms? Wife, Sir, and spokesman.

Can you find any gender-neutral terms? People. PR
.7 Other explicit examples of sexism -~~~ (o Lo

One aspect of sexism in language which we have not discussed yet is probably
the most obvious kind: direct insults or other remarks which make inequality
explicit, aimed at women rather than men.

- (Explicit) means stated clearly and in detail, leaving no room for
confusion or doubt. Example:

On PM, BBC Radio 4's early evening news program, a journalist from The
Independent newspaper (28 February 2002) explained why media award ceremonies,
such as the Oscars, are given so much media coverage: ‘We get to see beautiful
actresses and interesting actors’, making explicit the dynamic which places greater
emphasis on women'’s looks and on men's personalities.

It is not very straight words but it is also not hidden, the insult is not hidden.
(beautiful actresses) based on physical beauty, while the focus for men is on
their personalities, skills, and achievements rather than the physical appearance.,

In 2002, a well-known chocolate bar appeared with a new label, which appears to
work by establishing the credentials of the chocolate bar as masculine, or macho (as
it has always been marketed). In dark blue foil, the wrapping has a circular icon of a
woman with a superimposed diagonai red line (similar to a ‘No Smoking' sign) and
the additional text 'IT'S NOT FOR GIRLS" and 'NOT AVAILABLE IN PINK'. it
seems to use the term girl and the icon as insults, a marketing strategy which might

— e
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her risky if it discourages women from purchasing the product, ]

| appear A , - L
— g0, they have made a chocolate bar, in the design they have a woman, ang

he slogan Says “11°S NOT FOR GIRLS”, and “NOT AVAILABLE IN PINK>,
tu-r They are ysing the worman Lo make people buy the product, they are treating
45 an cbject here, and in the same time they are insulating the female

;pman . X
: d them from buying this chocolate.

sex and banne

Activity 2 R ot . '

Insults and obscene words are often to do witll1 se:;ma}l behavior and parts of the |
body. To investigate whether there is a sexist bias in |r.15ults and obsceng terms,
make a list of as many as you can think of (ycu can do this on yaur awn of in class).
Now group the terms you have collected into separate lists according to what they
describe. Compare the lengths of your lists and the kinds of terms they contain; for
example, are they funny? Blasphemous? Very obscene or only mildly? How many
are to do with sexual behavior or parts of the bocly? Decide whether your lists
| provide you with evidence of sexism in English.

- (Blasphemous) means showing lack of respect to God or to a religion.

We will not do this exercise. But immediately, once you read it, a whoie list
of insults comes to your mind, even in Arabic.

Last time, [ told you that when you see amen fighting in the street, the first
insult a man uses it against the other one is woman ('s=\). This is a tiny
example ‘of many insult’ words that we use randomly and maybe without
thinking during a fight or argument, or when we are angry, especially the male
Sex.

[ think the way we use these insults in our culture in Arabic is meani to
restrict the behavior or women present in the society, street, etc.

It is common, as a resuit of this activity, to find that there are far more terms to
describe promiscuous women than men, that insults for women are often harsher
and less funny, and that the words that many people find most obscene describe
women's sexual organs, not men'’s.

This can be illustrated by an extract from a television guide, joking about a
television chef who on a previous program had sworn on air. Among a range of
swear words, the writer (or editor) decided just one of them should not appear in
full, but should have some of its letters replaced by asterisks:

' See? He's human! | can picture the spin-off recipe book - Jamie's Fuckin’

E:ichen. ‘Here's a recipe | call Shit-Hot Spag Bol ~ llb minced cow bollocks, 2

ons, garlic, a tin of fucking tomatoes and a pissioad of spaghetti. And if
you don't like it, you're a c***.

(Charlie Brooker, The Guardian, 2 November 2007)

) (Pm‘msmmﬂs) (4 5¢5) means having a i i different sexual pariners or

SeXus . ; X e .
H\ml relatinonships, or (of sexual habits) involving a lot of different pastaers.

e

e —— - e o s .

Dr“; % S 5 e
B2 8 23 AV ;T2

Scanned with CamScanner



The editor decided (hat all of the sworn words are 0%, and just one of them
should not appear in hili because it describes the female sexual organ,
It is funny how he ineasured these insults are ok to ap

pear on air, whereas
that sworn word it is not. How did he decide what is ok and what is not?
Ak ok

* Sexism against men? - L
Maybe there is no sexism against men, there mi
certain sexuval orientation in our culture bec

sexual orientation and treat
woman.

ght be some sexism against
ause our society is not accept the
5 1t as sexual perversion. That includes man and

In introducing this section, | raised the question of whether language could bﬂ
sexist against men. The following example seems to illustrate the other side of the
coin:
Last week ! asked for alternative suggestions for the phrase toy boy.
Hundreds have poured in from men and women. Here's my pick of the Lest: |
HRT (Husband Replacement Therapy), Youthfool, Wrinkle picker, Joy Boy,
GIBBET (Good In Bed But Extremely Temporary), Mantress, Sugar laddie, POW
(Prefers Older Women), Mutton Fodder and Booster Rooster. Glad Lad,
Juvenile Lead, Studlet, Born-Later-Babe, Bimboy, Bounty Hunter, Nappy
Chappy, Ego Booster, Mini Mate, Play Mite, Lap Chap and Tom Kitten. Muscle
Tussle, Handsome Sansom, Younger Monger, Romp Tot, Cub Class, Game Boy

and Sapling. Homelette, Boncubine, Little Soldier, Beddyboy, Passion Puppy,
Honkybonk, Kideolegy Kid and Himbo.

(Daily Mail, 28 May 1997)

What do you think of this list? Have vou heard these words before? Do you
know what they describe or refer 10? Are they talking about one tvpe of Man or
different types?

About one type of Man, which is the toy boy, and the toy boy is a young
man who has a romantic relationship with an older woman. All these terms in
the passage refer to that boy, so a man who prefers an older woman.

What do you think of these words? Do they SOI{}'id like :"nsnl{s? Are they
demeaning the male sex? Do you find any sexism against man?

: 2 i)
Would you consider this sexism equal to the sexism that woman receive:

No. | )

They are funny, that is the difference. They might seem sexist but they are
not as rude as the words when we describe a female. ;

In other words, there is deference between the sexism directed at woren an

sexism directed at men, They do not necessarily always have the same cffect.
% ¥k ko

I
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men talk differently?

po women and | .
| <aid before that women use a lot of words, on the contrary

Yes, they do. We

to meth ______________.._-—-—r—-—-——~ -
’WPS come of the examples discussed above seemn to you more likely to be

| by women or by men. There is plenty of anecdotal evidence around that there
in the way men and women talk.

A common stereotype is that women talk more th.an men; pertlaps ygu have
heard people say things like: 'women never stop talkir?g'. Women's talk ls.often
described in terms seldom used about men’s ta'lk: gossip, charter,’nag, I‘(Jbbtt,.yak
and natter are all terms used to refer predommantly t-o women'’s conversations.
They all imply that women's talk is plentiful but rather pcl)mtlelss‘ o

There has been a considerable amount of research in this area; the majority of
the research an which the remainder of this chapter has been based has been
conducted in English-speaking countries such as the United States, Britain and New
7ealand, in a variety of ethnic and social groups.

The research findings have been that there are quite dramatic differences in the
s men and women talk, which are sometimes the opposite of what you might
the evidence strongly suggests that men on the whole talk far
tradiction of the stereotype. This is an important finding,

usec
are differences

way
expect. For example,
more than women, in con

because it shows ideology at work.
The differences between women’s and men's use of language are remarkably

many and varied. For example, there is evidence at the level of phonology that
women and men vary in their pronunciation. If you are interested you should read
Trudgill (1972), Milroy (1987) and Coates (1993: 61-86).

There is also evidence of syntactic differences, ie, the kinds of grammatical
constructions we use (see Coates 1993 76-7). In this section we will concentrate on
the area of discoursal differences, that is, variation in the kinds of things we talk
about, and how we conduct conversations.

So, do men and women use language differently? How?
" L{::l-(lzdagbe_men h.ave the dare to say things that women do .m‘)t.. This leac}s
iy Ihmo 1 idea of gender roles: and how we are raised to think in a certain
i o 0\;{?‘}:1811 used to be shy, light, and do not swedt, and men to be brave
ey ¢ box. 'And any woman, wl}o is d:ff.erent .from this etiquette or
5 nt.wn social norms, will be avoided or stigmatized.
50 the differences in the use of vocabulary.

This i
s an example on Symmetry and Asymmelry.
o ok ok

How | e
much B .
5ta R i (i ML
Omen ttfq above, stereotypes of women's and men’s talking styles usually portray

alking far more than men.

——

B
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As also stated above, m
. men (and boys) in fact a Ty B
| remse s e . . ppear from the rese ialle |
it wamn;xfd s}:ax grfJups than women (and girls) do. Studies on thisardtl‘to 2
g o check for more information include Fishman (19803 el
and Swann (1989). s Ay e
S a an: -— n 1
L ppn;ier (1920: 41-2) gives an overview of the research. The proportion
. rquir‘\ l}:qUOtEd are that in a mixed-sex conversation, the average émount ;fTOSt
o ‘w. ich a man talks is approximately twice as long as the average Tor
which a woman talks. i o
; Thfere IS: evidence that‘ won?en who talk for more than one-third of the available
| ime in mixed conversations involving three or more people will be regarded b
| others as talking too much. T

. In 111;3_ nix cl:onve.rsatlons, women who talk only one-third of the
nversation, is classified by the in thi '

g people in this conversation as a woma
talks too much. e

' This unevenness in how much women and men are expected to talk is also found
in schoo! classrooms, where boys talk more in front of the whole class than girls do
and absorb more of the teacher's time. As a consequence of this research, changesf
to teaching styles in the UK have been made to distribute the amount of classroom
talk, and the teacher's time, more fairly.

' - (Unevenness) means lack of equality.
kokokok ok

* "“Turn construction and interruption | Ayl T
One of the very famous findings from research into language and gender

differences is the extent to which men interrupt women. It appears that men
interrupt other men, far more than women

errupt other women.
n so frequently is often argued to indicate
that men act as if they have more right than women to speak in mixed-sex
conversations, and that women act as if they had less right to speak than men. The
research in this area also discovered that women, particularly in single-sex
conversations, are more likely to overlap one another's tatk than men are. N
It is quite interesting the fact that women are expected to stay silent, it still
applicable to the Arab society today. The talk is given for the male n the
conversation in our country, most likely this talk is given to the males, and they
lead the conversation and women listen. Sometimes females contribute' but they
contribute in very shyly way because they are not expected to.'This_ is from‘ a
Patriarchal point of view according to the conventional rules in this country,

you find the male is leading the conversation and expecting the female toeziiy
- . . - S
silent, nodding, smiling, and having a Very

conservative body language, o
» .. l.s,
very decently, politely, and very attentively
Avpi 2022/ T2

listening to the othe
DA 4.P5 Last 26

interrupt women more than they
interrupt men, and more than women int
The finding that men interrupt wome
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the conversation actively,

wetion and interruption

a talk differs from interruptions because tv;J__o_r”r;r.)rr;ms_r_)_e_:a-fr.e_r;
came time on the same topic without any apparent

cunlrilmling in
Turn £oM 5tr
Th.i—s mfm'l&pping t
-an continue Lalking at the | .
ense °1 tl@iﬂﬁl}[ﬁ’.ﬁl’ﬁl’ﬂbe:rmg violated. e
IEITL‘“-::IIL-‘)’ made @ di!‘(bren_tiulioﬂ ‘bCIwccn interrupting  someone while
lkine and overtapping. They said that females tend to overlap other females in
alKINE k because they are not interrupting each

qnale sex conversation, and that is 0
;wlhhcr They Ik, even they overlap each other, they continue talk

can continue (a
and discuss the s - different topics. This is a female feature.
4 B S iaa e,

ame topic, 0
[ These data are often used to argue that women value co-operation and]
‘conaboration very highly in their while men perhaps feell

conversations,
th the degree of intimacy that overlapping talk involves. |

| uncomfortable with _

55;50\.,5;,%3&3;5154:.fiﬁ}idl_,ixg&_,tmul: Ll 508 A ool Jlay s

Ly Laiy gl o ool e o sxilsall 5 oy sladll (paiy elnadl o e Jal 132
sall o JUEBYI Tehaliadl s Ja

& . s
Ja g sl S8 duagaall 352 g e Japdh GY el il
el 13a G pin

* kA kK

- Back chaiiiel support (Gl A8 e EHTL SEE T ke IS
Research suggests women are often more active than men in supportive roles in
n. It appears that women give more back channel support than men do.J
U e i) ) I3 andl ppuead (oo Ll
feedback listeners give to !
uhuh, yeah, by
gestures and

conversatio

Back channel support is the verbal and non-verbal
speakers. Listeners can give feedback by saying things like mmm,
nodding, smiling, frowning and by other body language including
body posture. :

give more back channel support

Not only do the studies suggest that womer:
than men, some studies suggest that women’s sense of when it is appropriate to

give back channel support is more finely tuned’ than men’s, so that speakers really

| feel they are being listened to. -
- (Finely tuned) means precise and appropriate.
sl e il 280 25 acall  gadhy (52 ol Lagl bl

kKK F

SR RN

Mitigated and aggravated forms i
Women have been shown in some studies to Use more hedges and epistemiq

modal forms than men,

' (;M‘“gﬂlcd) means make less sevete.
Aggravated) means scrious and severe.

an assertion; for examy:le sort of, like ﬂ

Mt e o e oo -
does oo Gnquistic forms which ‘dilute

—

rmh_'

Bﬂ; " C— e s - -
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- (Dilute) means du ST 'md:ﬁduu,

Epistemic modal fornn Indicate explicitly the speaker's attitude towards their
utterance. For example, should, would, could, may and might (which are all medal
auxiliary verbs) car: be used to indicate that you don’t want to sound completely
certain about something. Other words with a similar function are perhaps, really and
maybe.

The studies suggest that women exploit hedges and epistemic modal forms
more than men, aithough why this happens is disputed. Some scholars claim it is
because women are less confident than men and feel nervous about asserting

anything too strongly.

That is why they assumed that women tend to use sort of like, maybe, kind
of, I think, etc.

Other studies claim that women prefer to avoid conflict and so use - forms which,
by being less direct, aiiow disagreement to take place without explicit confrontation.

So, there are two different types of studies here: one thinks that because
women are less confident in a conversation, they tend to use these terms, they
tend to use auxiliary forms, as well as, hedges or words that avoid assertion.

The others argue that women avoid conflict and give space for other to
express their opinions. That is why they use these terms.

Here is an example of a fifteen-year-old girl using hedges to mitigate the force |
of her statement, in which she is questioning the interpretation made by another

girl of a character in a play they are studying in school:
Laura: - But () but () do you not think that's just a big a. {.) it could be just

a big act (1) he might not

What do you notice about this language? Notice the interruptions, the
repetition of bui at the beginning.

She wants to show disagicement with her classmate but she does not want to
sound very direct or impolite, that is why she hesitates.

(Do you not think) is an example on hedges.

She is not saying straight words; she is not very assertive because she is
giving space for disagreement.

(The dots in brackets indicate a pause shorter than 0.5 of a second; the figure 3
in brackets indicates a pause of one second) Laura is suggesting that her
classmate’s interpretation is wrong and that the character is just putting on 'a big
act. To make her objection, however, she uses very mitigating language,
emphasized here with italics.

The mitigating language here is soft, less severe, less serious, and not strong.
ok ok Kk ok

DA4.P57 28 . AV - i i g o
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Tapie dcvg_lﬂ(‘)]![‘_“,’_'_l_[ SRR g S . _ A
”;\;Jtlﬁér way women's and men’s conversations appear to vary is in the topics

hoose 10 discuss. Women, it is said, select more personal topics: their farnily
I L - i
they ¢

their emotiol

Men, on tl

ctual or tec , :
fewer intimate revelations, and also e

. tormation as the reason for the conversation.
" Women's conversations, it is claimed, focus more on the development and

maintenance of the relationship between speakers, fostered by the exchange of

te details and supportive listening (as discussed above).
R ¥ ko Ak

1 and their friendships.

Je other hand, are said to prefer more impersonal topics, often based

hnical knowledge, such as football, cars or home improvements,

;J;:erz‘ require mphasize the exchange of
>

intima
| (ntime

possible explanations v _ _
5o why might these differences exist? The situation is different from those which

give rise {0 people speaking different languages or different dialects, which are
usually associated with geographical or social distance. Women and men, on the
Iother hand, grow up in the same families, go to school together, work together and

socialize together.

Lo 4l jaall 483\ (dialects) b adke g Al ity ,dll
There two theories to explain why men and women talk differently:
A Deminance,. 1o el L, e e T L e
(Dominance) & Omiall G <l g il Jia i iy kil aal
One explanation offered for these variations is ‘dominance’ theory, which takes
the difference in power between women and men as the main cause of discoursal
variation. As stated above, it is statistically the case that men tend to have more
power than women, physically, financially and in workplace hierarchies.
This is one reason why men and women converse differently. It is to do with
power relationships.
iy dllaia i iyl s liad aal aal ga sl y Jia M O sl B B3EAY G
el S Ay g Lllay L gl g 38 Ly ol 0 S5 58 JaJl Lilaa
The ways we talk may be a reflection of the material differences between the
sexes, and may also reinforce those differences, making them seem ‘normal’, part of
[hﬁﬁ[u@!_grder of things'.
Wl Gt o3 5 s lin ]y Talall i g il il pa DS i)
siaall (yana 20158 e Ja

T,he strength of this explanation is particularly clear in some lsit.uation.s, su§h. as
Dusiness meetings, where women often report that they have difficulty in gaining
ften interrupted and that their

¢ floor (i.e. the right to speak), that they are more ©

BV Bayt ol
SR 028 Jyed

—
=

Points 4y i ! 2
e s are not taken as seriously as men'sare. "
= > as men > <7 L e
e T e e AR 7
DA s o - —_— - 22/ 2
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- (Gaining the floor) means (Cyasdl i),

Again, it is a question nlfpuwcr, who has power i1 ‘he business industry,

__2: Difference L S

Two of the problems with domlnance theory are, firstly, that ?t ma; dpppar to
cast all women as ‘powerless viclims', and, secondly, that it casts men as
undermining, excluding and demeaning women.

These are two problems to do with the dominance theory.

‘Difference theory is a response to these difficulties. It suggests that women and |
men develop different styles of talking because they are segregated at importantl
stages of their lives. |

d\;.)l‘.uu[s/\s.l'l@ubh;‘apjuipyuhjcn)hmdibjmu]c.JJu,&n_lJEa.‘x’IL)an
ggjuiﬁ ‘%wub);!ga()au.“'agmuupQham}yuﬁa‘w;bdlj

According to 'difference’ theory, playing in single-sex groups as children, and
having same-sex friendships in adult life, leads men and women to have separate
‘subcultures’ each of which has its own 'subcultural norms’, that is, rules for
behavior and, in particular, for talking. Within their own subcultural groups,
women's and men’s conversational ncrms work perfectly well for what they want to

accomplish.
Women, the theory explains, desire from their relationships collaboration,

intimacy, equality, understanding, support and approval. Men, on the other hand,
allegedly place a greater premium on status and independence, and are less
concerned about overt disagreement and inequality in their relationships. The rub
comes when women and men try to communicate with one another: their different
styles can lead to misunderstandings.

What they are saying here, according to the difference theory, the way we
are raised is very important for how we speak. So, if we are segregated at a very
young age, if the female is segregated from the male, we end up developing
very different conversational norms and rules, and these rules work perfectly
well in segregated sex circles. So, when you are with females as a female,
everything is fine, and when you arc a male with men, everything is ok. But
when these two groups mix, we will have confrontations, misunderstanding,
and disagreements. This happens a lot.

Some people link these characteristics to biological factors: that men’s different
hormonal balance means they are more aggressive than women. Others link it to
socialization: that girls are rewarded very early for behaving politely and putting the
needs of others before their own, but are told off more than little boys for rough
behavior. Little boys, on the other hand, are praised for being ‘active’ and ‘spirited’.
These gendered socialization patterns are not neutral, as you will probably have
noticed: they still prepare women for being less socially powerful than men.

- (Told off) means ((_wy) (o Spmk any n[y to someone because they have

DA 4.P5 Last 2 AYDI 2022/ TZ
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ne qomething WIODE: .
do (here are not only the biological factors but also the v
a

ain,
A ome and school.

children at b g g ;
ender socialization place a very important role in cre

This 15 , ;
- alance petween the two SEXes, and a conflict, as well.
i - R

" pnalysis of ender’ N Ne SN AR el g
¢ both the models described above is that there is a tendency.td

The weakness 1 =~
being all more or less the same; talking in the same ways and

Y We raise gy

regard ‘womer' a3 :
naving the came expectations from relationships. In fact differences of age
nationality, religion, class, sexual orientation, regional and cuitural background

o that two women may have different ideas of what it means to be ‘a woman’,

mea e :
tations of their friendships and sexual relationships. Equally, mj

and different expec
are not homogeneous group with
about their identity.

The idea here is that we cannot g
group of females, you will find so many
cultural differences.

Another way of looking at the differences between the ways in which women
and men use language is to see the differences in the way we use language as part
of what creates our perception of gender. Newborn babies cannot easily be

identified as 'girls' or 'boys’ if they are dressed identically.
) o 1583 ) IS 3] L Ll e 552 | 1S 13] a5l sl JbY) wad oSar Y
However, in many cultures, babies are frequently dressed in ways 10 make their
gender clear, for example by the colors of their clothes. The use of coler to indicate
gender is particularly marked when it cOmes to dressing boys. Many people would

feel quite disturbed by the thought of dressing 2 baby boy in pink.

This gender separation makes us Very conscious and oriented to
0 boxes.

identifying or separating men and women, boys and girls in tW
___-___,..__.———-—-——"_'_-_—'_-_"
ha‘we use clothes, and other physical attributes We control such as our jewellery,
Ir -
! styles and use of makeup, to indicate our gender. Similarly, perhaps women and /
y f: adopt certain styles of talking as part of the process of demonstrating to the
orld what their gender is.

The . _— A \
X s¢ are social constructed differences to differentiate

female.
—— /
ve are linked ]

fferences Wé obser

Finally it ic
| less ton\),:*:;tb worth considering how many of the di N
%ﬂd hPeOp|e‘ actually do when they talk and more to our perception ©
Al Ar;%” we interpret the differences we notice. _
7 SR B Ry Gl N Gk RaS Ll oA g Y

*
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shared values, but have diverse ways of thinking

eneralized, even if when you look at a
sexual, national, religion, age, and

wards

the male from the
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In this chapter we looked first at sexism in English, created through asymmetry,

- arked terms, and semantic derogation. ' =
ma:f!:'eedalasr:)dlggs;d at how it's possible to be sexist in discourse using terms which in
another context might not be sexist at all.

You were asked to consider whether it is possi
same way as it is about women. o '

You were also asked to consider whether the evidence of sexism in language is
also evidence of sexism in society.

In the second part of the chapter, we looked at differences in the way women
and men talk, and how evidence of these differences sometimes contradicts our
‘common sense’ ideas.

Two possible explanatory theories were put forward: dominance and differance
theory. We ended with a word of warning: that it is very hard to be objective in our
analysis of gender, since our perceptions in this area can easily be distorted by our
expectations.

ble to be sexist about men in the

sk ok ¥

For the Exami:
- T will try to make it /50/ questions, /2/ marks for each one.
- Nothing will be out of the lectures. :

Thank You

Wish you all the best
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