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Let’s work on our text now:

W Application

A controversial Saudi government app that can be used by
men to control women’s movements and stop them from
travelling enables domestic violence and abusive labor
conditions, a leading human rights organization has warned.

Absher, an app owned and operated by the kingdom’s
mterior ministry, is available in the Saudi version of Google
and Apple online stores.

The app, which has been downloaded more than one
million times, gives men the power to grant and rescind
travel permission for women and to set up SMS alerts for
when they use their passports.

Human rights watch has called for Google and Apple to
strongly urge the Saudi government to end the male
guardianship system. Under the kingdom’s restrictive
guardianship system, women are legal mimors and cannot
marry, divorce, travel, get a job, be released from prison or
have elective surgery without permission from their male
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guardians. Women are also forbidden from mixing freely
with members of the opposite sex.

Human Rights Watch argued companies should always
assess apps to determine whether they infringe human
rights _ saying there should be extra scrutiny for apps which
are developed or sponsored by governments.

They should also revise their terms of service to ban apps
specifically designed to violate rights and make every effort
to alleviate any human rights harm before making such apps
available, the organization said.

“Saudi authorities allow male guardians and employers to
trap women and migrants in the country,” Rothna Begum,
women’s rights researcher at Human Rights Watch, said.
“Such control over people’s lives facilitates domestic
violence and abusive labor conditions.”

She added: “The mobile app Absher 1s a modern tool for
an outdated and repressive system of control over women.
Saudi Arabia should end its humiliating and discriminatory
requirement for women to have male guardian permission
to travel abroad.”

Human Rights Watch said the mobile app 1s used to
stop Saudi women from leaving their country without a
male relative’s permussion. In a question-and-answer
document, the organization explains how male guardians
use the app to control women’s foreign travel, and how
employers utilize 1t to control the travel of migrant workers.

The Absher portal 1s a government e-service that allows
Saudis and residents to renew passports, obtain ID cards,
and apply for or renew migrant worker’s visas.
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It also allows male guardians to view all the trips mn and
out of Saudi that their female dependents make _ displaying
destination countries and dates to travel.

Human Rights Watch has documented cases where male
guardians have barred women from travelling aboard _
mcluding to study or work. They argue that necessitating
permission for women to travel abroad generates obstacles
that makes 1t trickier for women to get jobs and advance n
thewr careers _ as well as intensifying the difficulties for
women experiencing family violence to escape abuse.

A controversial Saudi government app that can be used by
men to control women’s movements and stop them from
travelling enables domestic violence and abusive labor
conditions, a leading human rights organization has warned.
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Absher, an app owned and operated by the kingdom’s
Interior ministry, 1s available in the Saudi version of Google
and Apple online stores.
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The app, which has been downloaded more than one
million tiunes, gives men the power to grant and rescind
travel permission for women and to set up SMS alerts for
when they use their passports.
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Human Rights Watch has called for Google and Apple to
strongly urge the Saudi government to end the male
guardianship system.
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Under the kingdom’s restrictive guardianship system,
women are legal minors and cannot marry, divorce, travel,
get a job, be released from prison or have elective surgery
without permission from their male guardians.
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Women are also forbidden from mixing freely with
members of the opposite sex.
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Human Rights Watch argued compames should
always assess apps to determine whether they infringe
human rights _ saying there should be extra scrutiny for
apps which are developed or sponsored by governments.
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They should also revise their terms of service to ban
apps specifically designed to violate rights and make every
effort to alleviate any human rnights harm before making
such apps available, the organization said,
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“Saudi authorities allow male guardians and employers
to trap women and migrants in the country,” Rothna

Begum, women’s rights researcher at Human Rights
Watch, said.
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“Such control over people’s lives facilitates domestic
violence and abusive labor conditions.”
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She added: “The mobile app Absher is a modern
tool for an outdated and repressive system of control over
wornenn.
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Saudi Arabia should end 1ts humilatng and
discriminatory requirement for women to have male
guardian permission to travel abroad.”
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Human Rights Watch said the mobile app 1s used to stop

Saudi women from leaving their country without a male

relative’s permission.
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In a question-and-answer document, the organization
explamns how male guardians use the app to control
women’s foreign travel, and how employers utilize 1t to
control the travel of migrant workers.
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The Absher portal 1s a government e-service that
allows Saudis and residents to renew passports, obtain ID
cards, and apply for or renew migrant worker’s visas.
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They argue that necessitating permission for women to
travel abroad generates obstacles that makes 1t trickier for
women to get jobs and advance 1n their careers _ as well as
mtensifying the difficulties for women experiencing family
violence to escape abuse.

t s\ ada | A1) pecessitating-
: &\ A generates-
: diaq) lili \ eal trickier-
: wads \ iSS ntensifying-

lie 2y 13 ol b Sl i oLl o3 ol Jasll st
Agall el A il ailh g o Jsandl Gele cxall e daad
Ciiall Cpm s OO sl anlg 3 b seall il ddLaYL
" ALabdl ¢ sus (30 5yl A sl ie (5 s

L S L S L R L

See you next lecture
Have a nice day ©
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