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Fxpo 2020 Dubai
Migrant workers at Dubai’s Iixpo 2020 face widespread |y,
' . ' . . @ i . i
exploitation and racial discrinunation, according to a new repor h;r
human rghts group. !
| Workers at the event say they were made (o pay jllog,,
recruiiment fees, had their passports confiscated and wages withhe
found the report by the Equidem consultancy. '

The international fair hopes to welcome 25 miullion visitors and has

attracted sponsorship from major brands as well as stars including
Cristiano Ronaldo. It has been called the ‘world’s greatest show” anq

presents the latest in sustainability and technology.

: However, while the event has oflered the UAE an opportunity
to burnish its credentials as a globalized place attractive to tourists

and investors, it has also drawn scrutiny over the treatment of migrant

|
workers.

Interviews with about 70 workers at the event found that

conditions breached the UAL's labor laws, with illegal practices
including the retention of stafl passports and the non-payment of

Wages.
83 per cent of the intervicivees said they had to pay illegal
recruitment fees and/or were not paid in full, while 37 per cen:
reported three or more indicators of forced labor.
An unnamed Indian national told the rights group he had no
received full pay.aent for his work, despite receiving assurances fron

his bosses to the contrary.

“They treat the stafl like slaves, I mean modern-day slavery,” |
told Equidem.
Another worker,

who also spoke on the condition of anonym
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said there was also a lot of racial discrimination at Lxpo 2020 Dubar |
Al

| “Some of. the workers were given redundancy byt especially

| among the Africans, they were given redundancy without pay, » 5/

Sa!d ) [ &

Foreigners outnumber locals nearly nine (o one in the UAE.
Undergirding the machinery of daily ife is the country’s [af
sponsorship system, which employs millions of }”""ﬂm}? ;”r‘)r; hor
| from Alfica the Middle Fast and Southeast Asia and has long dm:E
accusations of mistreatment for failing to ensure fair wages, hours .anz
living conditions. ’

Citing its findings, Equidem called on the Limirati authorities to
| protect workers by enforcing its labor laws and by ending a ban on
trade unionism.

B The organization’s chief executive said there was a “Significant
dzscoﬂncc{ " between the UAE’s ambition of being a modem,
 cosmopolitan state and its forced labor practices.

“If women and men are being subjected to these explotative
| practices at Expo 2020 Dubai, where the resources available fo
monitoring labor compliance and the standards applied are high

| than the national labor regime, questions must be raised about the
| risks of forced labor and other forms of exploitauon in the U,

| tnore broadly,” he added.
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Migrant workers at Dubai’s Expo 2020 face widespread labor
exploitation and racial discrimination, according to a new report by a
human rights group.
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were made to pay illegal recruitment

York ¢ the event say they
Workers a d wages withheld, found the

fees, had their passports confiscated an
report by the Equidem consultancy.
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The international fair hopes to welcome 25 million vsitors and j;;“

Hfﬂfzczed sponsorship from major brands as well as stars includip
Cristiano Ronaldo. 5
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It has been called the ‘world’s greatest show’ and presents the latest in
sustainability and technology.
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However, while the event has offered the UAFE an opportunity to
burmush its credentials as a globalized place attractive to tourists and
wmvestors, it has also drawn scrutiny over the treatment of migrant
workers.
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Interviews with about 70 workers at the event found {bar
conditions breached the UAE’s labor laws, with illegal practices
including the retention of stafl passports and the non-payment of wages.
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reported three or more indicators of forced labor.
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An unnamed Indian national told the rights group he had not

received full payment for his work, despite receiving assurances from
his bosses to the contrary.

Unnamed: 4aul Sk ol

Unmanned airplane:(Uth 03%) 5 e il

Sl dlac 5 pa] (Gl ol Uf Ldpial) Ao penall daws] ST ol oait Gblga sl
Sl e dilin ) (o NLSU AL 28 N e

“They treat the staff like slaves, 1 mecan modern-day slavery,” he told
Equidem.
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Another worker, who also spoke on the condition of anonymity, said
there was also a Jot of racial discrimination at Expo 2020 Dubar. “Some
of the workers werec given redundancy but especially among the
Afficans, they were given redundancy without pay,” she said.
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That’s all for today.
See you next time!
pslation of the Rest e
Forejgners outnumber locals nearly nine to one in the UAL

Undergirding the machinery of daily life is the country’s labor
sponsorship systein, which employs millions of low-paid workers from
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Alnca the Middle Fast and Southeast Asia and has long drawg

accusations of mistreatment for failing to ensure fair wages, hours ang
Iving conditions.
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Citing its findings, Equidem called on the Emirati authorities to

protect workers by enforcing its labor laws and by ending a ban on trade
umonism.
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The organization’s chiel executive said there was a “significant

disconnect” between the UAE’s ambition of being a modem,
cosmopolitan state and its forced labor practces.
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“If women and men are being subjected to these exploitative

practices at Expo 2020 Dubai, where the resources available for

monitoring labor compliance and the standards applied are higher than
the national labor regime, questions must be raised about the risks of
forced labor and other forms of exploitation in the UAE more

broadly,” he added.
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