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and the Spirit of the Renaissance
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Religigl_l_

In order to reach a definite condﬁsmn with regard to the religious
or
sen:e of the men of this period, we must adopt a different method. From

their intellectual attitude in general, we can infer their relation both to
the divine idea and to the existin exlstmq religion pf_thelrnag_ =

- Religion: ;s

- Spirit: 5,

- Conclusion: 7.l
- Men: .

- Period: 3 s

- Adopt:

- Method: ax, ,Jo/c.e,m
- Intellectual: ¢ s
- Attitude: a4

- Infer: Juiw

- Divine: _us
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‘These ‘modern’ men mainly the representatives of the culture of italy, }
were born with the same religious instincts as other medieval Europeans,

But their powerful individuality made them in religion, as in other|
meatters, altogether subjective, and the intense charm_ which the




discovery of the inner and outer universe exercised upon them rendered
tjlg!n_ ‘markedly worldly. In the rest of Europe, religion remained till 2
much later period, something given from without and in practical life
egotisrtlg_rlc_i__sgnStlg!?t_y alternated with devotion and repentance. |

- Modern: ¢,.ac
Mainly: sy JSi
- Representatives: ; ntias

- Instincts: 31 e/clala)
- Individuality: 4,5

- Subjective: s

- Intense: .,

- Charm: ,~.

- Render: auzy/cawmy/ Jax

- Markedly: <15/ gnle (S

- Worldly: 4.5

- Rest: 1.,

- Egotism: Ui

- Sensuality: olseilt 2 Lulais)

- Devotion: ,ods)!

- Repentance: o &
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Further, the clos@d f};dg_uem relations of Italy with Byzantium and

the_Moslem peoples had produced a_dispassionate tolerance wkich
weakened the ethnographical conception of a privileged Christendom.
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its men and institutions became ap

: iquity_with
n classical antiquity WT -~ i e : .
And when €13 ell as the reatest of historical memories, ancient

ideal of life, as well as eates
s:ezrlqgtion and skepticism obtained in many cases a complete mastery
e e o ‘__'______“4

over the minds ofitalians.
w:-—.(‘Z\IQ)‘se: 5 oubs 9/ 43 9
frequent: 3slias/3) S
- Byzantium: (b jud!
. Dispassionate: jue i /a5
Tolerance: xslu
- Weakened: sl
- Ethnographical: 3,<
- Conception: ,g.5/a 5440
- Speculation: = LgSs/=dtels
- Skepticism: clal 5,
- Obtained: i 51>
- Mastery: 5,1
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i Since, again, the Italians were the first modern people of Europe who
gave themselves boldly to speculations on freedom and necessity, and
since they did so under violent and lawless political_circumstances, in
which evil seemed often to win a splendid and lasting victory, their belief
in God began to waver, and their view of the government of the world
became fatalistic. And when their passionate natures refused to rest in
the sense of uncertainly, they made a shift to help themselves out with
ancient. oriental or medieval superstition. They took tc astrology and

| magic. .
Boldly: sl yo/iclosy
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- Speculations: ..M.l

- Necessity: a- ' /)4c/ aa

- Violent: (ae

- Lawless: ;4 .

- Circumstances: (4,5

- Evil: ;20

- Splendid: ;al/muls

- Lasting victory: @ity ;.

- Waver: ¢ s yu/oduin/ola,
- Government: i St

- Fatalistic: 2,33

- Passionate natures: aable/adlal Sl
- Refused: 3,

- Uncertainly: a,/0nadl aue/uls

- Shift: e il e Jom

- Oriental: 3,z

- Superstition: as1,>

- Astrology: e.xu!

- Magic: j=u!
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A New Outlook on Religion
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igi i ich is com v |
Renaissance, show, in respect to religion, a quality whic mon in

youthful natures. Qﬁﬂmuiﬂﬂgﬁ@ﬂ&m&%ﬁ@s%w
are conscious of no sin. The need of sah_@ﬂo@ thus ec:)mef -e ,fnore
and more dimly, while the ambitions and the intellectua !a‘;:tlvuty of the
p_l'e-s.;nt either shut out alto ether every thought of ? world to come, or
else caused it to assume a poetic instead of a dogmatic form.

- Intellectual: _z.

- Giants: ajle

- Representatives: J 5t

- Distinguishing: ;. juas/on® yie
- Sin: audas

- Salvation: )

- Dimly: g/ ciols /Ly

- Ambitions: ol ab

- Intellectual activity: ¢ ,<s Lss
- Assume: LG/ b/ e

- Instead of: . Y.,

- Poetic: s

- Dogmatic: ¢.lac
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The fuller discussion of these points must be limited to a few of thewt
most, essential explanations: that religion should again become an affair

of the individual and of his own personal feeling was inevitable when the %
Church became corrupt in doctrine and tyrannous in practice. and is a |

6



| proof that the European mind was still alive. It is true that this showed
| itself in many different ways. While the mystical and ascetic sects of the
| north lost no time in creating new outward forms for their new modes of
\thcught and feeling, each individual in Italy went his own way, and
thousands wandered on the sea of life without any religious guidance

!

whatever. B
Explanations: =t ,..x

Individual: 5,
Inevitable: .
- Corrupt: .uls
- Doctrine: i..»
- Tyrannous: w.:l.
- Practice: a.)\l.s
- Proof: >
- Mystical: = ,.
- Ascetic: L
- Sects: 3,a
- Guidance: 4w
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striking a contrast to the Middle Ages, owed its first origin to the flood
of new thoughts, purposes and views which transformed the medieval

conception of nature and man.

- Worldliness: % 5.1

- Contrast: ,,Lw.
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The worldliness, through which the renaissance seems to offer so




- Transformed: Jj-~

- Conceptlon o ysae "
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This worldliness was not frivolous, but earnest, and was ennobled by
art and poetry. It is a lofty necessity of the modern spirit that this
attitude, once gained, can never again be lost, that an irresistible impulse
force us to the investigation of men and things, and that we must holid
this inquiry to be our proper end and work. How soon and by what paths
this search will lead us back to God, and in what ways the religious
temper of the individual will be affected by it, are questions which
cannot be met by any general answer. The Middle Ages, which spared
themselves the trouble of induction and free inquiry, can have no right
to impose upon us their dogmatic verdict in a matter of such vast

importance.

- Frivolous: .\

- Earnest: (..

- Ennobled: .=..

- Art:

- Poetry: =

- Lofty necessity: ;5..35);,.
- Attitude: 3.

- lrresistible: <., <0y
- Impulse: ;a1
- Properend: xxo s
- Induction: iz
Free inquiry. ,. ‘.o

- Dogmatuc verdict: ;.ilic (“‘;
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To the study of man, among many other causes, was due the tolerance |
and indifference with which the Islamic religion was regarded.

The knowledge and admiration of the remarkable civilization which
Islam, particularly before the Mongol inundation, had attained was
particular to italy from the time of the Crusades. This sympathy was
fostered by the half-Muslim government of some Italian princes, by
dislike and even contempt for the existing Church, and by constant
commercial intercourse with the harbours of the eastern and southern

Mediterranean.

- Man: gLy

- Causes: Llas

- Tolerance: r.lus

- Indifference: juxulpue
- Admiration: wlxc!

- Remarkable: (& s=1s/p51)
- Civilization: s)La~

- Crusades: il cig !
- Sympathy: Ll

- Fostered by: gy o 0305 @3
- Dislike: wa1 <

- Contempt: 1,3

- Constant: ...
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Commercial: s,

Intercourse: =lsde/ jlas!

Harbours: .!5.

Mediterranean: L sl
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Even the Osmanli (Ottoman) Turks, whose destructive tendencies were |
no secret, gave the ltalians only half a fright, and a peaceable accord |
with them was looked upon as no impossibility. ]

- Destructive: &, ...

- Tendencies: <ig> s

- Fright: Gy

- Peaceable accord: ... 5Ll
- Impossibility:wwg
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Go to p.59:

The Role of Anﬂquity and Individualism
Antnqu:ty exerc:sed an influence of another kind than that of Islam,
and this was not through its religion, but through its philosophy. Ancient
literature, now worshipped as something incomparable, is full of the
victory of philosophy over religious tradition. An endless number of

systems and fragments of systems were suddenly presented to the
Italian mind.

- Antiquity: ..z ),mu
- Individualism: @, a0
Warshipped: 15..c



lncomparable: P
Endless: o= ¥

Fragments =l
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% In nearly all these various opinions and doctrines a certain kind of
pelief in God was implied; but taken altogether they formed a marked
' contrast to the Christian faith in a divine government of the world. And
there was one central question, which medieval theology had striven in
vain to solve, and which now urgently demanded an answer from the
wisdom of the ancients, namely, the relation of providence to the
freedom or necessity of the human will.

Striven: xsis
- Vain: ts
Urgently: Jale Jss
Providence: Loy Ll

Human will: Layias)!
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chapter Five

Let us move to Chapter Five: Pl ) Ko ,-J
General Spirit of doubt

|

|

')

e —
o SO

tilture 11



et i -

e AR

V.1 Introduction: ‘ ‘ RN G ‘
With superstitions, as with ancient modes of thought gener'ally, the
decline in the belief of ‘mmortality stands in the closest connection. This
question has the widest and deepest relations with the whole
development of the modern spirit.

One great source of doubt in immortality was the inward wish to be
under no obligations to the hated Church.
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Superstitions: o)

Source: ,.i.as
Doubt: .1z

Inward: e G

Obligations: =laty byl

—
o W

'*-“4 x > E_ﬁ,:;lgﬂ‘.‘-_:‘.".. w8 P A T i o g e tuzs e i T T it
A .\ ’E v, . \ L \ t i ‘ ¥ e » A \
7 Y EEHTEATS (g Pl Bt P B S ;
T‘.\‘\'. o Ay 3 ‘)u IEARNARD o TR R v"_l"rlf el j by e,
OB Py PO .. DACH . W Lt NG | 36
3 -.1 o ae |‘

&

PITEIR P e e
RIS SRRV

woeere L Lot
AT B A v el g

Sl Tl AR NI R

S aglins ol canis O

z ! skl e BN Aaly Gael (sl Jga) Sl gy ple JSo depadlt prory
APSUR I IREN [ VP

SLall g s 0563 W2 BT 30 g aglill 2 il 5sbias >80 aal ol

19: e =
PRAER, ST SN SR FARE 1 TS

Jolaily clal,all 3gag) clldy alasis Lo can (_)\5 O

D i A g SU) 2SI ol

4

in the hour of death many doubtless people called for the
sacraments, but multitudes during their whole lives, and especially

during their most vigorous years, lived and acted on the negative
sup_pg_s_i!ion, i.e. that there is no hereafter.

- Branded: ..

{
oLy i

Sacraments: w..all !
- Multitudes: > o=t
- Vigorous: (wlidl) 52 wasis
- Supposition: 5!,
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e|lef on this partlcular pomt must often have led to a general

That U"b
s evident of itself, and is attested by abundant historical

SkepﬂClsm i

prOOf
These are the men of whom Ariosto says, ‘Their faith goes no higher

than the roof.” In Italy, and especially in Florence, it was possible to live
as an open and notorious unbeliever, if a man only refrained from direct
acts of he hostility against the Church.

. Partlcular sols
_ Aftested: i
- Abundant: z,s;

- Proof: ;L

- Roof: .z.

- Notorious: et ¢ u

- Refrained: ;= @x=

- Hostility: .1.c
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Go to p.70:
L V.2. lmmortahty and Anthuity in the Renaissance

If unbelief in this respect made such progress among the more highly
cultivated natures, the reason lay partly in the fact that the great earthly
task of discovering the world and representing it in word and form
absorbed most of the higher spiritual faculties. We have already spoken

of the inevitable worldliness of the Renaissance.
Worldhness $383 [T S SR
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But this m;/esngatt_on and this art were necessarily accompanied by a
general spirit of doubt and inquiry. If this spirit shows itself but little in
literature, if we find, for example, only isolated instances of the of
biblical criticism, we are not therefore to infer that it had no existence.
The sound of it was only overpowered by the need of representation and
creation in all departments — that is, by the artistic instinct; and it was
further checked, whenever it tried to express itself theoretically, by the

S — RRB—

- lIsolated: ;..

- Biblical criticism: _.us .

- Infer: runiu/ ),

- Representation: y:.

- Creation: 1.1

- Artistic instinct: 2.0 3 4.
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This spirit of doubf-}i\ust, for reasons too obvious to need discussion,
have inevitably and chiefly busied itself with the question of the state of
man after death.

o — e —_—

Doubt: .- .

1

Inevitably: .- i
Chiefly: .., <
Busied itself: (. cuis
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Go to p-71:

I

~ And here came in the influence of antiquity, working in a twofold
=%fashion on the argument. In the first place men set themselves to master
“the psychok)gy of the ancientsand tortured the letter of Aristotle for a
' decisive answer:

Influence: ,sG

_ Twofold: caclaa <o

. Tortured: -5

- Aristotle: g

- Decisive: a.ls
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Go to p.72:

There was a second way in which the influence of antiquity made itself
felt,” chiefly by means of that remarkable fragment of the sixth book of
Cicero’s Republic known by the name of “Scipio’s Dream”. It is the

description of a transfigured hereafter for great men, pervaded by the
harmony of the spheres. This pagan heaven, for which many other
testimonies were gradually extracted from the writings of the ancients,
~came step by step to supplant the Christian heaven in proportion as the
\ideal of fame and historical greatness threw into the shade the ideal of
%ithe Christian life, without, nevertheless, the public feeling being thereby
_offended as it was by the doctrine of gg[sg_@[ggnihila_ﬁ_on after death.

- Harmony: <:us/sia)
- hereafter: ;.3

- supplant: joe e

- Doctrine: 5 .ac

- Annihilation: SO0

o — e N — LSS —
[ ———

IE——
——

' e TRt ~TAYDI20. U1

Cul‘tiule 1.6 oxd ' 15



= o j ( J )N N Yo ua” . Jtl(.“ )0 0 )‘.'QL‘ 4.!’ Jt\.ﬂ“”
S ) J a A | 9 et Ry | J ) ‘ L ) . $
@ , ( YA c\,‘ ~ ‘Q\ l o\ ‘ ‘

tl.-u‘ L{‘.A)..L..'v:) ﬂ).)—y‘ PRy

.\LL\I“ H.~ )..U . Ll‘.l‘ 4’)“'5” ;’\J“ llm, L)L ”)‘u&

™ A J.".‘l’l
.L:-‘Sy-\]l (92 lgile Jaa «.\_;09” 44&“ PRV O

\4“1 (ol I L\‘ o)u\ o \\4

Lo Lo Ao Ny L‘--” 1-vn J'-_J 0911;-. ﬁ’,k\ Lq.‘\_‘_

. (Lt 2 PIPRPA L PER L_,l;jl Jub alily Ay L
o BLAYL Hsgend! Hauw ol g Jiad & G i -
: e Aiga san Lilgd Ol A5 5,

H )9..,\!.” ..»lgtLS L.yd CJ)-

.':\c:t.\,\
:\ql«'\c“.) 3)8‘*.1“ lec‘,y‘ J‘\.U (._4 ot

nother and less pleasmg plcture of |
Ims of Homer and of those poets
d the conception. This made an

Go to p.73 and p.74:

But in the old writers there was a
the world to come—the shadowy rea
who had not sweetened and humanize
lmpressuon on certain temperaments IR AL 2

- Conception: s s¢in
- Temperaments: . ;!
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" Gioviano Pontano somewhere attributes to Sannazaro the story of a
vision, which he beheld one morning early while half awake. He seemed
to see a departed friend, Ferrandus Januarius, with whom he had often
discoursed on the immortality of the soul, and whom he now asked
whether it was true that the pains of hell were really dreadful and
eternal. The shadow gave an answer like that of Achiiles when Odysseus
questioned him. ‘So much | tell and aver to thee, that we who are parted
from earthly life have the strongest desire to return to it again.” He then
saluted his friend and disappeared.
Vision: 3,

Departed: ...
Saluted: ..
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It cannot but be recognized that such views of the state of man after
death partly presuppose and partly promote the dissolution of the most
essential dogmas of Christianity. The notion of sin and of salvation must
have almost entirely evaporated. We must not be misled by the effects
of the great preachers of repentance or by the epidemic revivals which
have been described above. For even granting that the individually
developed classes had shared in them like the rest, the cause of their
participaticn was rather the need of emotional excitement, the rebound
of passionate natures, the horror feit at great national calamities, the cry
to heaven for help.
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[‘--V\Al—l;'en the powerful natures of the Renaissance tell us that their
' principle is to repent of nothing, they may have in their minds only
' matters that are morally indifferent, faults of unreason or imprudence;

|
'but in the nature of the case this contempt for repentance must extend
to the sphere of morals, because its origin, namely the consciousness of

!vindiyidual force, is common to both sides of human nature.
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. The passive and ative e
nd contemplative form of Christianity, with its constal

reference to a higher world beyond the grave, could no longer contr®
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n. Machiavelli ventured still farther, and maintained that it
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notwithstanding all, survived in many natures, was theism or deism, as
we may please to call it. The latter name may be applied to that mode of
thought which simply wiped away the Christian element out of religion,
without either seeking or finding any other substitute for the feelings to
rest upon. Theism may be considered that definite heightened devotion
to the one Supreme Being which the Middle Ages were acquainted with.
This mode of faith does not exclude Christianity, and can either ally itself
with the Christian doctrines of sin, redemption and immortality, or else

exist and flourish without them. N
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