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king World
?1:“5 Eﬂl;mw ngccmn, W Cran, and R Machel!

1. On September.5, 1977, the American spacecraft Voyager One
blasted-off on its historic mission to Jupiter and beyond. On
board, the sclentists, who knew that Vioyager would on day
spin through distant star systems, had installed a recorded
greefing from the people of the planet Earth. Preceding a brief
message in fifty-five languages for the ‘people’ from ouler
space, the record plays a statement from the Secretary-
General of the United Nations—in English.

2 The rise of English Is a remarkable success story. When
Julius Caesar landed in Britain nearly two thousand years ago,

English did not exist. Approximately fifteen hundred years
later, at the end of the sixteenth century, during William

Shakespeare's time, English was the native speech of be-

tween five and seven million Englishmen and was confined to
the island of Great Britain,

Four hundred years later, the contrast is extraordinary. Be-
tween 1600 and present, in armies, navies, companies and
expeditions, the speakers of English travelled into every cor-

ner of the globe, carrying their language and culture with

- 40 -
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4.

them. Today, English g used

by at least 750 million people
and barely half of o

those speak it as 4
estimates have put that fhigure clogar

the total, English at the end of the

widely scattered, mora widely spoken and writien, than any

other language has ever been. It has become the language of
the planet, the first truly global lang uage,

mother tongue. Some

to one billion. Whatever
twentieth century is more

The statistics of English are astonishing. Of all the world's lan.
guages (which now number some 2700) it is arguably the
fichest in vocabulary. The “Oxford English Dictionary lists
about 500,000 words; and a further half million scientific and
technical terms remain uncatalogued. According to traditional
estimates, neighboring German has a vocabulary of about
185,000 words and French fewer than 100.000. About 350
million peaple use the English vocabulary as a mother tongue:
about one-tenth of the world’s population. Three-quarters of
the world's mail, and its telexes and cables, are in English. So
are more than half the world's technical” and scientific periodi-
cals. English is the medium for B0 per cent of the information
Stored in the world's computers. Nearly half of all business,
deals in Europe are conducted in English.

The remarkable story of how English spread within pre-
dominantly English-speaking societies like the U.S., Canada,
Australia and New Zealand is not unique. The truly significant

-d -
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development which has accurred only in the last one hundred
years or so, Is the use of English by three or four hundred rril-
lion peaple for whom it is not a native language. English has
become a second language in countries like India, Nigeria of
Singapore where it is used for administration, broadcasting
and education. In these countries, English is a vital alternative
language, often unifying huge temitories and populations.
When Rajiv Gandhi appealed for an end to the violence that
broke out after the assassination of his mother, Mrs. Indira
Gandhi., he went on television and spoke to his people in Eng-
lish. In parts of Africa, seizures of power are announced in
English. Then there is English as a foreign language, used in
countries (like Holland or Yugoslavia) where it is backed up by
a tradition of English teaching, or where it has been more re-
cently adopted, Senegal for instance. Here it is used to have
contact with people in other countries, usually to promote
trade and scientific progress, but to the benefit of international
communication generally.

42
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COMPREH
A. Answer the following questions:

1. What made the scientists install a recorded message on the
spacecraft Voyager One? What is the point of doing this?

2. How many languages was the message recorded in? In what
language did the Secretary-General of the United Nations re-
cord the statement he read?

3. Was English spoken anywhere outside the island of Britain at
the time of Shakespeare? How many people spoke the lan-
guage then?

4. What is the total number of vocabulary items is English esti-
mated approximately to have?

§. How many languages are spoken in the world today?

6, Why is Senegal mentioned in the article? What has it done that

proves a point the writer makes in the article?

CamScanner = Wigs d>gusall



7. What countries, quoted in the article, have adopted English as
their second language?

B. Find the wnrﬁ'fn the text that means the following:

1. (paragraph one)
launch, take off, lift off:

2. (paragraph one)
put in place, placed:

3. (paragraph one)
take place or happen before something else: '

4, (paragraph two)
restricted, limited, stay within:

5. (paragraph five)
used officially as equivalent to mother tongue:

6. (paragraph five)
used for some communication purposes but not officially accepted
by government offices : it
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SECTION Il
(Reports and Investigations)

A collection of reports and investigations of
the baffling ﬁhanumanun of the Bermuda Triangle
followed by an heartening report on friendly Dolphins
then another of our increasing lack of privacy in our
modem marvel wird of technological gadgets, and
finally a report on the requirement of modem education.
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Graveyard of the Atlantic
(Newsweek, 1974)

Preparing to read:

1. Where is Bermuda?

Tin '|_1||.,- Jth]ﬂ-n*:f__ Deena
2. What do you think the relation between the title "Graveyard of
Atlantic™ and Bermuda is?

P, 'E_I'I.EI-P{ ..1_.-..-!__-:'1 '..i"'wﬂ-.htj lw.'l.”. ﬂlE'ﬂ"’PﬁhHﬁ;’-

wWith.ul o Flace -.-.-fr-l:rE _f“&ﬂjh"ﬁ 7l Fa l--..",l"if BEFHH Ji-..-
3. What do you know about "the Bermuda triangle"? Why is it

called by this name?
'IEIIM‘"' ﬂﬁ'i-s":".-:'- I.:- e Y % I;.F"-"'" I.IJ'FI B i-PI'.':"-"n:.I L B fiE .'“'-r*'

or places in the world that are

3. Do you know of you any place

associated with strange unexplainable phenomena? Do you

believe that there must be a logical explanation, or are there
things in the world that defy science and logical thinking? Why?

4. Do you thlnln:' that stories of unexplainable disappearances are
usually of the past, or can they still happen today?

-47 -
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As ok for a rs o the following questions:

1. What is common for all the planes and ships that disappear i,
the triangle?

2. How did the scientists explain this phenomenon?

3. What other name is given to this "triangle"?

4. What did Christopher Columbus notice when he entered tha
stretch of the Atlantic? = if still visible today?

What is the largest ship that has disappeared in the triangle?
How heavy it was, and when did it disappear?

. What is the Navy's position regarding the phenomena?

Where does Richard Winer think the many disappeared crews
are now?

8. What does NOAA believe is the explanalion of the strange
phenomenon?

- 43 -

CamScanner = Wigs d>gusall



Graveyard of the Atlantic
(Newsweek, 1874)

1.

At2 P.M. on Dec. 5, 1945, five Navy bomber planes took off in
perfect flying weather from a Naval Air Station on a routine

training mission over the Atlantic Ocean. Less than two hours
later, the flight commander radioed that he was "completely
lost.” Then there was silence. ARascue plane was sent to
search for the missing aircraft and it, too, disappeared. Six
planes and 27 men vanished that day without a trace. Despite
one of history's most extensive search efforts, involving more
than 300 planes and dozens of ships, the Navy was unable to
discover even floating mﬁgﬂaga ora l_gTI_IEE oil slick.

This is just one of the many chilling stories told of “The
Bermuda Triangle,” a mysterious area of the Atlantic Ocean
stretching south from Bermuda to the Flarida coast and Puerto
Rico. During the past 30 years the 1nangle has claimed the
lives of some 1000 seamén and E__I:I:'tﬁ Among sailors, it is
known as “The Triangle of Death," and “The Graveyard of the
Atlantic” because of the mysterious calms, waterspouts, and
cudden storms that have bothered seafarers in its water.
When he entered this stretch af the Atlantic, Christopher Co-
jumbus noted curious glowing sireaks of “white water." The

-49-
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L,.; broadcasting any word of difficulty, An immediate search over

{ s

st

" interest through three hot-selling books, a television documen-

_restrial beings in search of human specimens for their “cosmic %!

mysterious patches of light and foam are still visible today ang
are so bright that they have been seen by U.S. astronauts

from outer space. 5 e

Civt ;-,J-:s.-l L m
The triangle has ﬁa,quantly aroused considerable public

tary and a special exposition at the Library of Congress. None
of these investigations has produced convincing answers to
the mystery of the triangle, but there is no shortage of interest-
ing theories. Some scientists and popular authors go so far as
to suggest that the triangle is the hunting ground of exirater-

F o

IUI:IB-' o --.--_;.:I 'rﬂ" LI- s ""_"Ll"-f"c:l'

Whatever the truth may be, planes and ships disappear in
the triangle with eerie regularity. On July 3, 1947, a U.S. Ammy
C-54 Superfort disappeared 100 miles off Bermuda without

ﬂlﬂ 000 square miles of sea failed to turn up a single piece of
wfeckage) On Jan. 30, 1948, a Rritish airliner, the Star Tiger,
~vanished over the friangle with 31 passengers and crew
aboard. A year later, the Star Tiger's sister plane, the Star
Ariel, disappeared en rnutj. to Jamaica. Seventy-two search

planes, plus dozens of ships, failed to tum up any sign of the
missing aircraft.

Zia
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o

q-z

One of the largest ships claimed by the mysterious trian-
gle was the U.S.5. Cyclops, a 500-foot coaling ship that dis-
appeared on March 4.1‘*113"}‘3. Investigations revealed no evi-
dence of foul weather, no messages for help, no wreckage
and no sign of the 308 men aboard. Stranger yet are the nu-

merous “ghost” ships that have been found floating crewless

within the triangle. On one weird occasion in 1881, the cargo

ship Ellen Austin discovered 2 schooner, sails fiapping in the
wind, a full cargo of mahogany intact, but no sign of human
life. The captain of the Ellen Austir installed a new crew to sail
it. but two days later, during a rough storm, the two ships tem-
porarily lost sight of each other. When the captain again
hoarded the E::_hgﬂgar._he found his crew had disappeared. Af-

erew was assigned, the ship was again lost in @

ter a second
aoner—or the crew—

fog bank. This time, no trace of the sch

was ever found.

Officially, the U.S. Navy does not recognize the triangle as
U.5. Coast Guard is convinced that
rances can bé attributed to the area's

mental features.” These innlyd_e_z_tphg m_rh‘l_ﬁulf

Stream current, the unexploréd undanﬁLtEf can ns;uf the At-
; ) o L o

lantic and the often violent weather pattems within the mystery

_zone., Then too, ihe triangle is one of only two places on earfh

points to true rather than magnetic

Devil's Sea,” an equally treachserous
_ Lsfete

a danger.zone and the
“the majority of disappea
- unigue environ

S
where a compass “needle
north, (The other is *“The

e 51 =
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e e
«~_Limbo of the Lost, a paperback that has sold 1.5 million copies

i~ established a h

A

¢ 'depths of the Atlantic inside the triangle. There, he believes,

zone in the Pacific, southeast of Japan.) Thus, 3 Navigaty,

who does not remember this may find himself well off courge, 7%

“There are mysterious and strange things going on out therg » 3
admits Richard Winer, author of The Devil's Triangle, 3 Paper.
back that has sold 500,000 copies in three months. "But | be.
lieve that all the answers lie in human error, mechanical mg).

%

functions, freak weather or magnetic abnnrr‘nalitiE%}";;

GV S i Clpa :—'“'*?*I >
Officials of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin.
stration are not =0 certain. “Despite efforts by the U.S, Air

Force, Mavy and Coast G'uarcl," H 'hﬁﬁ’ rlé"fmrts.. "no reasonable

explanation to date has been made for the vanishings.” Be-
Cause of these uncertainties, private investigators have sought
more _fanciful explanations. John Wallace Spencer, author of
S L= g o

.‘j
in fifteen months, argues that beings from outer

=T A

space have
ighly advanced civilization in the unexplored

moast of the missing vessels— and their crews—may still be on
display for study by these higher intelligences. “It sounds

weird,” Spencer admits, "until you realize that it's the only ex-
Planation that covers all the facts "

r F 2 A r,.! 1-:-*
PTG i) o an ag [

To test such theories, a para-psychological institute called

the Isis Center for Research and Study of the Esoteric Arls,

based in Silver Springs, Md., is planning to take 300 E_ﬁ,':-"_lﬂjl_'? !
-52 - T J
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~ j}‘ g
and scientists on a cruise into the triangle. The researchers
hope to make contact with whatever "higher intelligences” may
lie under the sea. A similar expedition into the Devil's Sea was

made by a group of Japanese scientists in 1955. Nothing has
been heard of them since.

-53-
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COMPREHENSION

A. Answer the following questions.

1. How many people have disappeared in the tria ngle in the lagt
thirty years?

-_IEEHEE gFmﬂﬂn a.-.#F:IrTS h”'-l"r fﬁ!?';-ai'”.ﬂe:.a_-]"'ij__-‘

r;.'},(? 2. What are the environmental features of the triangle that makes
it unique?

a 'I:'-'-l"'.f'j'-'- WK I{TF{F."' [qFfﬂﬂT lflr,n n P _}{[I'{_-;Flr_"_,;r

d ﬁ%.t[,f'.'-l'.'.'u ol I'_'!'-""jl.:'l""'l; .-.-' e ;
COMpass H_E.‘I?:d|E points to true north rather
than to magnetic north. How might this

disappearancas?

J]E.ﬁ iE‘:,'n:ﬂg 'ufgql:; t:'-t { !IFFI’MLL?MJ'.-‘: - =

- & _E .'lll" J:|_I|r.-;|||E-
e A — _'._":.‘lr, o3

}’"\Himarﬁ Winer, John Wallace Spencer, and Charles Beriitz
offer theories toncerning the trian

each of these theories?

f’f—s{"'-ﬁﬁ*“’- th_SCi' dv _

3. In the triangle, a

fact help explain the

all
gle. What is your opinion of

.FII"II.
. 47 5. Whatis meant by the term
o SWP WihY e gy

‘ghost ship'?

i) C(vew o bhpend

'
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. Navy Pilot

. The Bermuda Triangle is an area of the Atlantic Ocean where a

number of ships and planes haye disappeared in a mysterious

. The triangle has been a source of mystery for only thirty years.

In spite of great public ]nl&ralst in the triangle, no theory has yet
been suggesled that explain the disappearances. F

According to the article, important information regarding the

disappearances came from people who lived through the ex-
w.$.

periences.

< are reluctant to fly over the triangle. NG
7 L

of publicity has been given to the mys-

deal
Although a great de S, o

' fficials of th
tery of the triangle, © .
that natural causes account for the disappears

I& HEEEErl:h and Study of the
If the team from the

i EEEEfL'Il as ﬂ’IE team n-fJHp-Elr'IEE.E g8C isls
Esoteric is as suc jent

olved.
was In 1955, the mystery will be &

; center for

-85~
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8. The mystery hasn't been solved yet because investigators have
not used modem technology in their investigations.

RS -

L

9. The latest documented disappearance h;%Pened approxi-
mately 50 years ago. i
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C. Find the word that means the fﬂ"ﬂh’fﬂg"

1. (paragraph one)
considerable, thorough, complete, deep: _E_M i\fe

2. (paragraph one)
destruction, remnants, fragments;__ \Jyacldade

3. (paragraph two)
extremely frightening, horrible, , fragments: { L:“ ‘)

4, (paragraph two)

sailors, boatman, seaman; J_ﬁ;&i[gg@

5. (paragraph three) |
aliens, not from this earth:_CX fﬂiﬁrrml‘n&ﬁ befnan

&. (paragraph three)

belonging to the universe: E oG\ L 70
7. (paragraph four) ' .
creepy, frighteningly, ghostly: gLy £ wJ
8. (paragraph four) r
disappear in thin air: 'Ilif-{.:i'-;ﬂ 51
9. (paragraph five) .
sailing ship: § thosuet Hrdr ¢ 2,
10.(paragraph six)
1"' s Yah = ".:-'r"?-'"r

ravine, deep valley, chasmm:
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polphins
(Anonymous)

preparing 1o read:

1. What do you expect Dolphins rescue people from?

—

2 \What do you know about dolphins? Where do they live, near the
shore or in the deep geas?

3. Are dolphins solitary animals, or do they live in groups?

4. Dolphins are popular animals in circuses and are loved by chil-
dren of all ages. What do you think the reason for this is7

5. Are dolphins, BY instinct, ‘friendly’ towards man, afraid of man,

or neutral towards him?

—

6. Dolphins are known to 1ove io 'play’. Does this tell us anything

about their level of intefligence: do you think?
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d look for answers to followin estions:

. How many people are involved in the story?

. How many dolphins were involved in the story?

. Why do people love dolphins, according to the article?

. How far had Adam swam when he saw the shark?

. When was it clear to Adam that the shark was going to Kill him?

. What did the dolphins do?

. What state is Adam in now?

. What indications are there in the story that dolphins may have
a 'language’ and can communicate?
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polphins
(Anonymous) al

1. Everybody loves dolphins. Perhaps it is fhe

playful personality, wh thele serle and their
1 iIch is 80 app.galing Dﬁbhl-rﬁ lao

1 o , are a
very 'Intemg&ﬂl'. Some scienhsts say that th'E'H' are more intelli-
gent than humans. There are many people who are alive to-
day because dolphins helped them when they were in danger

It is as if the dolphins have some special telepathic’ power.

2. Teenager Adam Maguire owes his life to a school of dol-
phins, which came to his aid one afternoon in February 1988,
He was surfing near Sydney, Australia. He was quite near the
beach but, while he was waiting for the next big wave, he saw
a three-metre long Great White shark swimming towards him.
Adam was terrified when the shark took a huge bite out of his
surfboard. The shark then attacked Adam and bit him. As soon
as the shark tasted pdam's blood, it was clear that it was go-

ing to kill him.
3, Luckily, some dolphins Wer ph?iﬂg'
phins quickly swam around Adam

they leapt and splashed in the

3 — fhot!
Telepathy refers to the communication of thoud




losing a lot of blood, managed 1o
where he had an

He recovered, and is now able to walk

away. Adam, who was still

swim to the beach. He went to hospital,

emergency operation.
_ thanks to the help of the dolphins.
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COMPREHENSION o

A. Select the letfer of the chojcg that indicates fhe

of the first word (in itatics), as it appe comect meaning

ﬂ'-'Eﬁ']mmﬂ, ;

4. rescue a. endanger b. save
a. appealing  a. has attractive inflyence

¢. has special power

2 owe a. has b. get c. attribute
3. surfing a. swimming  b. playing sport c. sinking
4, shark a.jellyfish b, dangerous fish

c. dangerous water-plant o
5. leapt a. aftacked  b. jumped

c. produced some sounds
6. splashed a. sink deeply b. moved quickly

g._-:agsadﬂ water fo | fly
1. managedto a.triedto b.was ableto c. wanted to
8. aid a._help. b. side c. relief

-63-
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tion is either stafed or Implied in the text.

following i
gnuT..;E the lelter of the most sppropriate answaer.

1. The writers attitude towards dolphins is ..

5, positive b. negative c. neutral
2. Dolphins are ...
3. dangerous. b. intelligent. C. vVery nice.

— - _ o g

3 a. Adam Maguire saved a dolphin from real danger.
b.'Some dolphins saved the teenager's life.
c. Adam Maguire and the dolphins faced real danger.

4. Adam Maguire was terrified because ...

@) a shark approached him.
b. he saw no dolphins around him.
c. the shark and the dolphins were attacking each other.

5. Dolphins ...
a. love human beings who care about them.

b. are highly sensitive to danger.
. have some special telepathic power.

6. Dolphins seems to be ...
a. more intelligent than other animals.

by more intelligent than humans.
c. the most intelligent.
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7. The shark that attacked Adam Maguire

== kit and hurt him.
{f? h. Was Hmulm hurt him
c. failed to hurt him. :

g. After the shark attack, Adam ...

5. fainted. b. couldn't move at all,
tf\&) swam to the beach.
g, When attacked by the shark, Adam was ...
a. scuba diving (b) surfing. . ¢ guimming.
10. Dolphins ... al attacked the shark.
b, were attacked by the shark. c.botha &b
C. Jn which paragraph you will find the follawing ideas:
11. The story of Adam's attack.
oy ¢ 3
a. 1 b &
12. The attitude towards dolphins. .
kil "
@_ j | b. 2
13, The sensitivity of dolphins: -
(.1 b. 2
14. The rescue that dolphin® offered. @
a. 1 b. 2 iz
15. The situation of Adam oY (c ﬁ‘ﬂ
a. 1 b. 2 |

_B5-
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PUBLIC PLACES HAVE
(From PC Computing) EYES

P

ad:

. What do you expect the title to mean? In what ways can public

places have 'eyes'?

What do you expect these eyes to be?

What public places is the writer talking about, do you expect,
and who, do you think, is watching you through these eyes?

How difficult is it, would you expect, to spy on people? Can or-
dinary people do it? Think of a few reasons for doing so.

What are the availab
cially in this 'electronics' age?

le devices that facilitate this spying, espe-

‘all spheres of life, albeit under

called spying, but it happens in

different names. How would you
yarious bodies are collecting
the Internet?

Watching people is not usually

ple, or

feel if you felt that some pe0
o early happens on

information about you—=as ¢l

-67 -
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7. Do you believe that, once you are inside your home and you
shut your door and close your window shufters, you are safe

from prying eyes? Can 'they’ still get you or get to you?

8. Can anything be done about all the busy electronics bodies that
collect information about you, especially in today's technologi-
cally advanced world? What?

9. Do you think that your cellular telephone conversations, once
done, have disappeared for ever, or can the mobile phone ser-
vice provider retrieve your conversations, their times and to
whom you made them?

10.Does our modem advanced digital technology make it easier or
harder for those interested to keep tabs on everybody in today's
highly mobile society? Why do you think so?
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read look for the followin fion:

1. What revelation does the first paragraph make? What do we
learn from it? |

—

a2 Why were four employees at KEZI-TV fired?

e

3. What, do we learn, happens in every American city?

“—
4 What city uses most curvelllance? How many cameras Were
used in December 19987

5 What is one of the most popular uses of video technology?

Where are these videos available?

6. What is the advantage of using a cellular phone while driving?
1d this technology provide?

What possible good uses cou

that manpower toll Gﬂ“gcfif///

-B9-
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PUBLIC PLACES HAVE EYES
{From PC Computing)

It's Not Your Imaaination: You Are Being Watched.

i ras and mi
1. Thanks to advanced technology video cameras and micro- |

phones are cheap, small, powerful, and u%ql:ﬁdg_ﬂfﬁ"h' spy
shop can sell you Illgh—p_uwered bugging devices that can be
“en.= concealed anywhere—inside a stuffed animal, for example, if
you want to see how the babysitter really treats your kids. An
increasing number of privately owned video cameras are
aimed at public spaces too. Four employees at KEZI-TV in
Eugene, Oregon, were fired for aiming the station’s Sky-Cam
(mounted atop a downtown bank building) into rooms at th;
nearby Hiton,> 1 177" 5
£ adfe adw e o 20— Tf

o
e L) B o o

2. » Ui’n*tually every American city uses some form of video
sl % survelllance, and New York, predictably, is at the top of the
list. In December 1988, the'-New,York) Civil Liberties Union

= Pl
-

counted 2,397 cameras focused on public places inp]uianhat—
tan. One of the most popular uses of video technology is to
monitor traffic on freeways, with live Images available on the

Internet in Seattls, San Francisco, and Phoenix, to name just
a few examples,
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3. In the past, law E“fﬂl‘l:‘.ﬂn'.e

fuzzy images. ﬂﬁ_’l‘ﬁ?ﬂ“jﬂ‘_ﬂi&?ﬂem in London uses a net.

work of %@.Eﬂ?ﬂﬁmams to mmpam_iﬂ._e—fa_ﬁg of passershy

with digitized mug shots on a central server. And a new net-

work of 19 freeway cameras in Eacran;ﬁjh. California, js ac- —12 e ¢, -
(’ﬁ;‘c_g_r_@lﬁ_gggugh to pick up ind ividual license plate numbers and 2 .

store them ir_l a database; freeway planners want to n;at:;_

those numbers with motor vehicle records so they can leam

where travelers are coming from and decide where to in-

crease freeway capacity.

L

.ﬂg:"": ti;"-'._-_- 1’_. 3 :_ iar o P e e TVYEN H.‘Euj‘ 1 l:frl}ar*
4. And that's not the only electronic trail you leave in your Y

daily travels. If you use a cell phone while driving, your phone

company keeps a record of each cell with which you make

;nta-:ti Technology that will soon be widely available will pir~
ﬁ*ﬁﬁlnt the location of a.caller to within 55 to 325 yards.

: . the exact time
9. Automatic toll collection dﬁ'f;!:mﬁrf&mm electronic
doth. if you use an

your car passes through a toll booth

ID badge to gain access to you work
that card arrived

place, your employer
Hl'l'd left . wnrh-

can pinpoint when
I{t'”: '?;1 . 1] ¢ e A "'I
‘ﬂn.'-'ﬂE: Y= Fﬁ‘j 'r“"'-ijl.‘_ quf’—f'li-uib-f"r

e, ...
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presumably with you holding it. Astonishingly, some motorisis

L _fm - are voluntarily installing a black box called Autograph, which

ot records their movements and sends the data to their insur-

{f',— I ance companies. The payoff? As much as $400 off a years

e R policy. The risk? With modest advances in technol-

ogy, the black boxes will be capable of capturing data about

driving speeds, use of tum signals, and braking. In theory it

could even act as a silent witness in the event of an accident.

"
el o

5k IE'QF me Invasion
5. Think you're safe from surveillance when you get off the 5.
i L_Bj.__ road El:l_:l_ hole up in your home oroffice? Not so fast. A fed- 1
ﬂl‘El appaals court has ruled that palice in California can ab- I".
i e = Tain a warrant to aim thermal imaging systems at privale i

homes in hopes of sniffing out drug labs and clandestine in-
deor marijuana-growing operations. Of course, the technology
is advancing quickly. Existing systems can identify which
rooms in a home or office confain people; within a few years,
autharities will essentially be able to see ﬂ'lrnugh walls and tell

what people in those rooms are daoing, -

7. And from the “Is nothing EEErEdv%IE comes this news
. flash, which sounds like an urban legend -but is absolutely,
positively true. Scientists in the advanced R&D labs at Matsu-
shita Electric Industrial in Tokyo have developed a slew of
gadgets for the company’s “digital home of the future". The re-

- Ledal &I'-“'“i' t Fhat -72- 1) Jihe d l:.wj o Fhdde

T i -
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frigerator can order milk when you're running low and all gas
appliances report their monthly usage to the utility company
automatically, without requiring a visit from the meter mﬁr
But the_capper is a Health Monitaring Toilet System, which
measures the users weight, body fat, and uric ‘sugar levels - H
and can send the results to an Internet senvice for health and -
diet advice. '

Get over your assumption that you have a private life. If
you're in a public place, you're almost certain to be under sur-
veillance most of the time. Smile for the camera.

B

w2
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COMERE N

A. Answer the folfowing questions:

1. What can you easily buy now from any spy shop?

= e

2. Why did aiming a camera into the Hilton Hotel rooms cause the
four KEZI-TV station employees their jobs?
f:r Eenwl e 'f'LEr'ﬂ w Ele rzln:.u':i Loy 'H-f-:r"'i | r'ie'r{'-‘ mﬁ_f__
= |

3. What do you think is the function of the New York Civil Liber- |
ties Union’?

] al':‘

I'é“'.'i‘;jl:’;’_ai Pyote chipd (bl Iv:f‘.Li-.' g [ _-'_.f;--‘;r-,’;p_gg hﬂﬁ..!

4. How has the aftitude of the law enforcement officials changed |
towards video surveillance? Why?

EEEJ hEHE Eﬂﬂ]&tf;ﬂl ':!.!Eg 1..-':':#_...?"'.-'[.'.-"."?. (e G‘F 1 E-""J-} L

5. How does the surveillance system in London work’?

8. How accurate is the system of surveillance employed in Sac-
ramenta, California?

:ulh ) AR I i (= e T L _}'G 1:'|Ir !.'Il o L -

7. What is the risk of using a call phone whila driving? :

jﬁ;my
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ox,
do some drivers instal) j voluntari called Autograph? Why

ly?

g, rlu"h"hﬂ’-‘ can a thermal camera do that a normal camera can't?
E]i_ {:-r-'ln"'l- fl".l'-.r".-i" -'1':-'1.%{ &rh b'l Lﬁ.t‘['_:r

10. What can the new appliances of the future digital home do?
Give examples,

11.According to the writer, do we still have a private fife? Where?

12. Why does the writer say "Smile for the camera™?

i oot Yoo Ja (Xt Snu ate watded

e ; : all the 1%

13.What, do you think, is the purpose of the writer in writing this
aricle in a popular computer magazine?

-75-

CamScanner = Wigs d>gusall




B. Find the words or expressions in the passage that mean the fol-
lowing:

1. (paragraph one)
easily available, found everywhere: _lA o 1Al | touf

2. (paragraph two)
watching, spyingon;___ L. xVe lonee

3. (paragraph two)
observe, wﬁh:h. supervise: _wn oo llli::ll'}

4. (paragraph three)
unfocused, unclear, blurry: '];3?' LY

5. (paragraph three) :
simple pictures, unsophisticated photos: Ot S

6. (paragraph four) L 4
Roa S o)
oath, route, track; __lotadto 0L

7. (paragraph five)
fee, payment, tariff, charge: ‘|L' ol

B. (paragraph five)
instrument, gadget, apparatus: J\ L=

9. (paragraph five) |
locate, home in on, specify the exact place: t‘-t P'J'"-llf i

10. (paragraph five) |
amblem, shield, sign___ % & \se - |

-T8 - .
-':E".h_—_._..._ - ‘J
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11. (paragraph six)
hide, conceal oneself: __ .| ,

12. (paragraph six)
discovering, finding: S [ fing o

13. (paragraph six) -
underhand, illegal, hidden: __¢ PR TAL T

14. (paragraph six)
cannabis, hashish, hemp, grass:__ y\pf i \we e

15. (paragraph seven)
safe, secure, unthreatened: Cov | .?'E.c!k

16. {paragraph seven)

number, range, variety: < !pxﬂf

17. (paragraph seven)

peak, crest, top, best: it
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DISCUSSION

1. Are you in favour of more technological advance? Would you
like this kind of technology to be applied here in Syria? In what
fields of human activity? Why? -

2. The question that seems to beset many concermed individuals
in the world today is where all this technology is leading us? Is
man now happier than he used to be before this apparently
unstoppable advance in technology? Why? Is it the fault of
technology or man? Why? What should man do?

3. What is the future of man? Are we destined to be controlled by
machines in our (humanity's) strive to make life easier, fairer
and more secure for us all? Is there going to be a time when
we will have no freedom whatsoever because we want to se-

cure equal freedomirights for everyone?

4. How do you see the world fifty years from now? Will there be
. more leisure time, more antertainment, easier life for every-
one? Will the world be a more relaxed and friendlier place fo
live in? Why?

CamScanner = Wigs d>gusall
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piscrimination in Textbooks [ >&s "

(International Herald Tribune, Dec. 9, 2002 &/t =7 #<

preparing to read:

1.

What Is discrimination, how many kinds are there, and where
do you normally expect to find it?

2.

What kind of discrimination would you expect to find in school
text books, if ever? Why?

3.

Is it right that there should be discrimination in school test
books? Why?

al studies, human scl-

in what subjects (scientific subjects, soci
iscrimination? Why?

ences), if ever, would you expect to find d

2.

Would you scriminaton t0 b° "
tentional in S

B.

Can any kind of giscrimination in {ext books
hool aducation?

pect of general 5¢ _‘-—_’___—__—-—‘“‘

-78-
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7. How important is it for Syrian Secondary school students to do
very well in the Baccalaureate exams? Why?

8. Do you expect textbooks to provide accurate information about
the state of things and knowledge in the world, or can they be
misleading in some circumstances? How?

What do you imagine is the effect of inaccurate information on
the developing minds of school children? And what are the

consequences for the future of that society where such prac-
tice continues unchecked?

-

B g
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As you read Ing ans the follows i

8.

1. What do school students have to do in order to get a perfect
score in the national General Certificate of Education exams?

2. What national body in Korea recommended that the Ministry of
Education to take “proper measures"? Why?

3. What are these "proper measure:; .-

4. What was the problem with the high school social studies
book?

5. Why was the quoted text from a social studies book about the
disabled unacceptable?

6. What did the commission find wrong with the definition of fam-
ily in middle school textbook? '

7. What is wrong with referring to wwork time" as "office hours
according to the commission?

-81-
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8. What was wrong with the description of the colours of the nga.
tional flag of Korea?

—

. How do you know that in recommending the changes to the
Ministry of Education, the Korean National Human Rights
Commission took into consideration the feelings and interests

of Korean citizens as well as the world's? Give a couple of ex-
amples.

=82 -

CamScanner = Wiso é>guaall



piscrimination in Textbooks

By Chun Su-jin, JoongAng Daily, Seoul
(Intemational Herald Tribune, Dec. 9, 2002)

1. Textbooks, along with other reference books, are like hol
books for most South Korean students. A fal.:.r years ag::
student who got a perfect score on the Korean Scholastic A;:rit-
tude Test said that if others wanted to do as well as she did,
«a]] they have to do is dive into the textbooks.”

But textbooks, it tums out, are not infallible. The Mational
told the Ministry of Educa-

cases in various tendbooks
schoal students that were

Human Rights Commission recently
tion to take “"proper measures” in 13

used by elementary, middle and high
described as misleading or unfair to certain groups.

ad of the commission,

3. The he
e textbooks, We 10577

FE‘E"

CamScanner = Wiso é>guaall



4. One case the commission found fault with was in a high
school social Etudie.s book that teaches aboul gross dﬂmmﬁ:;
product. '

5, The book used an example of a housekeeper and her em.
ployer. "If somebody gets married 0 his housekeeper, the
GDP decreases,” the textbook says. To illustrate, next to the
passage was a drawing of a man—kneeling and offering a
ring—as he proposed to a woman busily scrubbing the floor.

"B, The commission said that the word “house-keeper” dispar-
| ages the role while the picture promotes prejudices about

women. Above all, the commission said, the example did little
. to explain how GDP is calculated.

y i Another thing the commission caught in its net was a defini-

tion of the disabled. A social studies textbook for those in high
school says:

“If the disabled can do work that is equal in quality and abil

ity to what normal people can do, the disabled should not
be treated unfairly.” ' |

{_ " The mmmissinn pointed out that using the word “nommal’ im-
5+( plied that all people excluded from that aateguﬁ were abnor-
mal, and thus the use of the word is improper for textbooks.

The mmmissit_:m also considered the winds of change.
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, A sci

? . science textbook for middle sen

consists of a married couple and oolers says:
sion said that since the elr children

"A family

fo : . The commis-
develops, the defin rmation of families varies as soc

' inition should be more flexible, |f society

If nat, the text

book could give students the idea that anybody from
that doesn't fit the description is somehow I.nr.‘.t:-mplel: sy
or ap-

nommal.

40. The same textbook also said that "work time" refers to "of
fice workers at work and students at school studying anl:-l
housewives at home doing househald chores.” It should be

to remove the gender discrimination, the commission

changed
said.
11.  Another wrinkle the commission wants to straighten out is
»gagul's colors are green for its

in an art textbook, which says:

mountains, blue for the Han River andvilesh color for the sun.”

the average Asian's

definition, referring 10
rent skin colof, the

12.  The flesh color
nd those with 2 diffe

skin colar; would offe

commission said.
matter right in €

set the same
The alternd-

manual last August.
d “light citrus:

mission a|ready

rial gtandards

sted were “light ;;gpﬁri;_.gl:' an

13. The com
I{Erean Indust
tive colors sugge
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COMPREHENSION

A. Answer the following questions:

1. How many instances of discrimination did the commission find
in Korean textbooks?

}{':‘\nll'r’lli Yy

2. In what way were these cases of discrimination, and were they
harmful to students?

3. What was the response of the Ministry of Education?

o —

: ; 4 r !
# MJ-"-F"'- hF‘ E-"Jll,i-"-'l-ll'-:'-'-:llﬂ P b i -

4. What did the commission find objectionable with the example
of a man proposing to a woman scrubbing the floor?

o~

B d.::#-.‘.r'.'ll-'.'llr" I'E':-{Ij’fr-h‘-l'l'_ﬂ‘.l'i“.;'

5. What was the problem with ordinary workers as “normal"?

6. What should the definition of family be, in the opinion of the
commission?

phayrd | [.ﬂ*f'n'l::! At e ﬁ_i‘_’.’\ JFL"q:-J. ﬂ'!jj'r

7. Why is the reference to a "housewives at home doing house-
hold chores” unacceptable and discriminatory?

Vectnte AT Ay dat AV (Timinstion

-8B -
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B. Find the words Or expressio $in th
fowing: © Passage that mean the fol-

1. (paragraph one)
a test of educational ability: _SCho |a(tic Apsii,Je T
2 (paragraph two) ‘ = {f

flawless, faultless, unerming: —MA_LJ,ELLC

3, (paragraph three)
morale, standard of correct behaviour: .o (e n okl et

4. (paragraph three)
amended, corrected, rewritten: Velif-d

5. (paragraph four)
total or entire household income: f;.r.qf_f Dpmelfic EEQJJ
g. (paragraph five)
rubbing or brushing to clean well (¢ Fubloind
7. {pamgrﬁph six)
ratﬂ:t““’ﬂrﬂ—.a'—" —

detract from, derogate, denig

8. (paragraph siX) W

bias, partiality, pre-judgment

9. (paragraph seven) ”Ajik’/lhl/
E_d | ;

impaired, damaged. handicappe®

10. (paragraph ten) pel
_domestic routine Work:




DISCUSSION

Which of the 'problems' the Korean National Commission of
Human Rights found in the school curricula would you con-
sider the most urgent to deal with? Which Is the least urgent?

Is it important for nations to check their school and/or univer-
sity books for this kind of discrimination? Why?

Since the Baccalaureate is the standard by which the nation
judges its knowledge and education, should its curricula not

be constantly and meticulously under constant check and be
in continual revision?

Would you find examples of this kind of discrimination in Syr-
ian curricula? If "Yes", should anything be done about them?

And, where would you expect to find the most examples of this
kind of discrimination?

If you were the official in charge, would you set up a commis-

sion, or ask an independent commission to look for instances
of discrimination in the cumicula? Why?

Do you feel ‘'uncomfortable’ discussing these questions? Why?

-8B -
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SECTION Ili
(Women Stories)

Here are four different stories written by women
which give the reader a superb insight into the warld
from women's view point on life and its complexities.

Almost all of these stories provide a vision of life that has
not been exposed clearly enough or strongly enough.
Therefore, readers are well advised to be ready for
some, perhaps unexpected, revelations.
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raebel Heart: The Scandalous Life of Jane Digby
pary S Lovel

Preparing to read;

1. What comes to mind when you hear the word “scandalous™

In what way was Jane Digby’s life scandalous, do you think?

At what age should a woman marry? What about a man?

If a woman was given a choice between marrying a rich aristo-
crat (upper class) or a Bedouin, to be his second wife, what
would she choose do you think? Is there really a choice here?

What factors would influence her choice? Why?

5. \What attracts a woman o a man’?

6. What constitutes happiness for you?

7. How is happiness the same (or different) for men and women?
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look for apswe the following QuUestions: .

1 How did the idea of the book about Jane Digby’s life begin?

2 \When did the author, Mary Lovell, decide to investigate Jane

Digby's life and loves?

3 How attractive was Jane Digby?

4, At what approximate age did Jane Dighy marry for the first

time?
-31-

5. Who was Jane Digby's first lover? Who was the last?

&, What was so unusual for The Times to do?

7. How many lovers did she have in her life?

8. Altogether, how many times did she get married?

8. How old was she when she came to Syria?

-
L.ll. 2} )
A e il e o o il
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Rebel Heart: The Scandalous Li
D us Life of Jarne Digby

Preface

1. Friends often ask me how | choose my subjects. The answer is
that my subjects usually choose me, and so it was with Jane

Digby.

2 This book pegan at a cockiail party at the RAF Club in

London in the spring of 1992 when Jane Digby's name and her
story came up in_éﬁnvematiun- | had never heard of her, so |
ntal note to do some research and rapidly found

that was to last sev-

made a me

myself in the early stages of an obsession

eral years. Who was Jane Digby, and why should she cast

such an appeal?
3. Bomn into the English aristocracy with every conceivable
advantage in physical beauty, social sosition and wealth, Jane
spent the final years of her life manied to a desert prince. The
Palladian mansions and giided Mayfair salons of her youth
made way for low black goat-hair tents and rugs spread upon

" Royal Alr Force
I
_93_
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ds. Even now. with jet travel and motorised
T_; desert is one of the few lonely places lefi
y nce, | wondered, had led Jane

uﬁndmﬁhﬁd san

transport, the Syri
on earth, What l.ll'!lilltﬂi]f circumsta
Digby there & cantury and a half ago?

Barely out of the schoolroom, ahead‘_fl TEQE""“-'EﬂFEIE one of
the most beautiful women of her day, Jane had n_'larnad an am-
bitious politician, Lord Ellenborough, who was twice her age. In
achieving his desire for a Cabinet post, Ellenborough neglected
his bride and she soon sought consolation elsewhere. Before
she was twenty-one Jane's love affair with an Austrian prince
]LE*E ‘o precipitated herinto one of the most scandalous diu:?-r:e cases
of the nineteenth century. In April 1830, to the astonishment of
its readers, The Times cleared its traditional front page of clas-
sified advertisements to carry a sensational news story—a ver-
batim report of the Ellenborough divorce hearing in Parliament
which included intimate details about the beautiful peeress and
her prince.,

4.

5. Jane did not dispute the charges. Head over heels in love,
she had already run off to Europe. But her story did not end
there. Subsequently, for over twenty years Jane was to have a
number of love affairs with members of the European aristoc-
racy including a German baron, a Greek count and the King of
Bavaria, as well as an Albanian general from the mountains.
During this time she also married twice and travelled from the

!
|
|
|
|
]

I"p.g.‘llfﬂ--'t.'-llk'ﬂ‘} 'i-.,‘l.',:\ﬂ - B4 -
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royal courts of Europe to the wilder regions of Turkey and the
Orient. After a succession of scandals and betrayals, she made

a jouney to Syria. By then she was almost fifty and feared her

life was over. Astonishingly, the most exciting part of her story
siill lay ahead of her.

§.  The Arab nobleman who had been engaged to escort her
caravan to the ruined city of Palmyra fell in love with her. He
was young enough to be her son, was of a different culture and
already had a spouse; indeed, he had recently divorced a sec-
ond wife but he asked Jane to marry him. Although she was
doubtful at first, she was soon deeply in love and, ignoring the

entreaties of British officials, placed herself willingly in the
power of a man who could divorce his parners on a whim.
Sheikh Medjuel & Mezrab was the love of her life, and he

brought her all the romance and adventure she had ever
dreamed of.
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C HENSION

A. Answer the following questions:

1. What made the author, Mary Lovell, curious about Jane Digby's
life?

-E-{‘ {1:3 1J11Fh-5'5h"i'lﬂ I}i’:h"i‘rq Lo wa E:'L“r:l’é_h?rﬁ IEMM""‘“Hj
2. How did the author ccie to write about Jane Digby's life? '
The futbol pnde o wmental M€ 12 4 Sovme poconril, . .

3. What was the consequence of Jane Digby's first love affair?

'-l whal, '|'1Lﬂ m-:-SJI'"'-Ld'-h_q‘j-n l.il""-f leﬂfﬂf_. fele ':'J' ‘}FLJ - —

B

4. How did Jane Digby come to meet lovers from so many nation-
alities?

L4 ‘J;'mef”;w"’. fo A:Fiﬁﬁlﬂh} Ffﬁ.ﬂf’f {';1 e -,.--.,:FI{"’ !pl"fﬁ'"
5. How old was her last husband?

HF wWal "owwl "“"‘""El-. t o ]‘JF" L.ﬂf {nn.
6. How would you summarise Jane Digby's life?

:}L.ﬂri al kol wuman

7. Are there any indications in the text that reveal how the author,

Mary S Lovell, a mature lady, herself, feels towards Jane Digby
and the life she lived? |
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B. Find the wora in the text that means the following:

1. (paragraph two)
strong passion, infatuation, mania; _% b{ ﬁ 5 nm

2. (paragraph two) _
create, produce, spread out: L -s:-ﬁ'*-.xf

3. (paragraph three)
believable, Imaginable, thinkable: (eon (e \oble

4. (paragraph four)
compassion, support, help: (ﬂia‘";ffﬂj aTio

5. (paragraph four)
dragged, brought: FJ-':*_('L_‘.I?‘%'.a el

6. (paragraph four)

spectacular, exciting, shocking: L 2 Ca £iong f

7. (paragraph four)
noble woman, titled woman: P rifail

B. (paragraph five)

following that, after that: (.. h_r##mﬂﬂ Y

8. (paragraph five)
saries, sequence chain: c.u LAl (ion

10. (paragraph six)

appeal, pleading, petition:_£u {17/, {1
-7 -

CamScanner = Wigs d>gusall



DISCUSSION

1. How do you feel towards Jane Digby? Why?

2. Would you accept that the pursuit of happiness Is an inalien-
able right of every human being?

3. What Factors, do you think, made Jane Digby accept to be-
come a second wife to Sheikh Medjuel &l Mezrab, with all the
hardships invoived in living in a tent in the desert, especially
for a British aristocrat, who had spent her life in the courts and
palaces of Europe—especially when we learn that she seems
to have lived the best years of her life?

4. Do you think Jane Digby's attractiveness was an important
factor in her leading the kind of life she did?

3. .Jane Digby was certainly an unusual woman, especially con-
sidering that she lived more than 150 years ago. Would you
consider her a normal woman? Why?
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1. The Egyptian writer, Nawal El Saadawi, is well known for her

outspokenness and daring to write about issues that other
writers shy from of avoid. What do you expect this excerpt from

her novel to be about?

2. Do you maﬂmmmmharnmaltnmheplm in the rural

areas of Egypt of in an urban society (a big city)?

3. Almost all novels are about human conflicts in relation to
society or cullure and established practices in these (or at least
with what goes under the pretense of these institutions). From
the title, with what practices do you expect the conflict in this

excerpt to be with?

4  Would you, at the close of the 20" century, expect 50Me
rural areas in Egypt to be rife with debilitating ignorance, and
prejudices still? Why? Would this be true of ather rural areas?

Why?

=09 -
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5. The main character in this excerpt is Sheikh Hamzawl.

What do you expect this old man's precccupation o be?

you expect, he has? Would you expect him

6. What problems, do
tics, his wife, or what?

to have a problem with society, poli

= How old would you expect his wife to be?

Another important character in that of Haj lsmail. He is the
Sheikh's crony. What would you expect the relation between
these two to be like? Pure friendship, mutual benefit, or explol-
tation? Who would you expect to have power over the other?

Why?

9.Would you expect either of them to have more than one wife?
Who? Why?

10. Who of the two people is more satisfied with his life? Who has
fewer regrets at this advanced stage in life? Why?
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1. How keen is Sheikh Hamzawi on performing his duty calling
the faithful to prayer at dawn?

Y Wl wot o CuteetCdml molfiiede of s Tiended.

2. How successful is Sheikh Hamzawi's marriage to his wife,

s

Fatheya? How do you know? il

3. Why does Sheikh Hamzawi no longer care how his wife treats
him? What is his satisfaction in relation to her?

:.HL | 1 - | ¥ r !I 'I‘. : ;d ':-I ;1|$'=’ IL = r.-.a.':- Ir_EE'

0 nowl @ 1"-«"_1-'*-_ m_ ple iy

4. On waking up, Sheikh Hamzawi reminisce about his seging her
far the first time, etc. What is this an indication of regarding his
present life with her? In other words, when does a man dwell

on the past?

I-. o .:_ i
-!LFI:'P"'J' |-1.1...--l-'- T e ",-lrlf".' . R fi ,.--nl_lg':-r.li"J'
L 1 B

5. How old was Fatheya when Sheikh Hamzaw mamed th‘F'
Was she willing to marry him?

i“llf'lw'ﬂ-';"{'l i".r'r\ f1.d 'u-.".dll’.,.l.
6. What excuse d;d Sheikh Hamzawi gav gaw ' for wanting t

young attractive woman?

o marmry a

';'lf '-l'l'd-'-.is 'lllﬁ' Il.,n'-.rp [ G ah .
|f'---.
;o101 -
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7. Why was Haj Ismail initially against the marriage? VWhat was
then his role in securing the marriage? What did he do it for,
especially as he knew'?
beeaule Tatleta wal die :aa-ﬂjg_nw..jl. by br b andrh])
8. What is Haj Ismall's official profession? s this an important
profession? Why?
Re'l a bavbet, IHig ProfesCom Wag jm Fobfaut betaufe be iy

9. Does Sheikh Hamzawi truly believe that God will reward Haj
Ismail for his endeavours in securing his mamiage to Fatheya?
Does Haj Ismail believe that? How do you know, and why?

f.’.ﬂ.%‘rilj'_nf}b“rf gllllr’:l"l:t‘l g T EI -_'ll.:nrﬂ| ralfle :I u!r:.i--.III! Ir':.ﬁ-.J[ L.I:I_.IIF".J'I

ll"'_..g'l'f'll- ﬂ.u_..‘. ﬂ?uﬂi’ﬂh‘l’.ﬂﬂr; il

10. How does Haj Ismail justify his endeavours in securing sheikh

Hamzawi's marriage to Fatheya? What are his stated reasons?

| What are his real reasong?
reslated ] Womgawi preferve’ PagZ oA v yilad e
The peali Bamfe wiw O pou™ 0 el i
11. Does Fatheya's opinion figure at all in the two men's schemes?
Why?

ﬁﬁf legtaule v 'L'i"F' ﬁ’t;% 'FII;I’JE L.ﬂ-.‘] Mo BPiniogy in (e h """"thﬂ-].

.1 : 5
2 Jh N the rural setup Portrayed in the novel, does Fatheya's father
ave any chance of resisting Sheikh Hamzawi and Haj Ismail?
J"lj"rﬂ,' b Cowm i1 IL“- o "-""r'ig A l?ﬂﬂrhﬁmh
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God Dies by the Nila
Nawal El Saadawi

1. Just before she heard the first cock crow in the dark silence,
Fatheya opened her eyes. Or perhaps she did not realize that
her eyes had already been open for some time. She could see
her husband lying on his back with his mouth open, snoring
with a deep choking noise. His breath smelt heavily of to-
bacco, and his chest kept up a wheezing sound as t‘nnugh
phlegm had been collecting in it all night.

2. She nudgéd him in the shoulder with her fist to wake him
up, but he tumed over and gave his back 1o her, muttering un-
intelligible words in his slumber. The crow of the cock rang out
in the silence once more. This time she hit him with her knuck-
les sharply on the shoulder.

‘Sheikh Hamzawi, the cock has awakened and called out
to prayer, and you are still snoring away,' she said imitably.

Sheikh Hamzawi opened his eyes but closed his lips
tightly as though he had decided not to respond [0 her verbal
and manual attacks. on him, already starting at this early hour
of the day. He got up without a word. His wife, Fatheya, was
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not like his previous wives. None of them would ever have
dared to look him straight in the face, or to say anything inap-
propriate to him, or compare him to any other man in Kafr |
Teen, let alone to a cock which had crowed a few moments

earlier, and which she had had the impudence to insinuate
was better than he. g

ndiLate

But he no longer cared how she behaved, even if it went

as far as putting the cock on an equal level with him. What

mattered was that he had succeeded in forcing her to marry

him against her will, and obliging her to live with him all these

years even though Haj Ismail's potions and amulets had been
totally ineffective in restoring or even patching up his virility.

The first time he had seen her, he was seated as usual in
front of Haj Ismail's shop. He glimpsed her supple body as she
walked along the river bank carrying an earthenware jar on

her head. Tuming to Haj Ismail, he had whispered, ‘That girl
over there. Who's she?'

‘Fatheya, the daughter of Masoud,’ answered Haj Ismail.

‘Her father is that poor man then. No doubt he would be
hapf:-:r to have me as a member of the family?'
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9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

‘Do you mean that you want to mary her, Sheikh
Hamzawi?'

"Why not? | have been married three times and still have

no son. | must have a son before | die.’

‘But she is young encugh to be one of your grandchildren,’
said Haj Ismail. 'Besides, how do you know that she will not

remain childless like your previous wives?

Sheikh Hamzawi bowed his head to the ground in silence,
but the rosary beads beads continued to run uninterruptedly through
his fingers, lmge_lled by 2 mechanism of their own. Haj Ismail
eyed him with a Hnnwmg smile. He burst into a laugh, cut i
short abruptly and said, ‘It looks as though the girl has tumed

your head for you, Sheikh Hamzawi.'

Sheikh Harnza'.ﬁ. smiled quietly and looked at the village
barber with a gleam in his eyes. Verily the look of her revives
my spirit. I've always longed for the kind of female she is.’

Talking of females, female she certainly is. Her eyes
seethe with desire. But do you think you can keep her under
mntrﬂl. Sheikh Hamzawi? Do you think a man of your age can

take her on?

=105 =
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15.

16,

17.

18.

19.

20.

I can satisfy not only her, but her father if necassary,’ re-
torted Shelkh Hamzawi. 'It's only what you have in your pocket
that counts where a man is concemed.’

" "What will you do if the years go by and she does not give
you a son?’ enquired Haj Ismail.

‘Allah is great, Haj Ismail. | am going through difficult
times, but they will soon be over. God will breathe his spirit
into me, and give me strength.’

Haj Ismail laughed out loudly. 'Those are the kind of
things you can say to other people, but not to me, Sheikh
Hamzawi. You haven't stopped complaining to me about your
condition. How can Allah give you strength? Are you insinuat-
ing that God will. . 7'

Sheikh Hamzawi cut him short quickly. ‘Allah can infuse
life into dead bones, Haj Ismail. Besides you yourself told me
that | can be cured.’

‘But you have not been listening to my advice, nor have
you followed the treatment | prescribed to you. You've been
lending an attentive ear to what the doctors say, and paying
through your eyes for their medicines. | told you, doctors know
nothing and their prescriptions are useless. But you did not

- 108 -
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21.

believe me. And now what is the result? You've wastad your
money and you're not one step ahead of where you were, Say
ED. if II]“ M'I

“Yes, yes, Haj Ismail, but one cannot leam except at 3
high price. Now | know all doctors are ignorant cheats, and
that the only real doctor in the village is you. From now on | re-
fuse to be treated by anyone else. But you must mamy me to
Fatheya, the daughter of Masoud. If you do that, Allah will re-
ward you generously, because you will have done a service to
the man who preserves the holy mosque and defends the

teachings of God in this village."

24,

Haj lsmail burst into hilarious laughter. ‘Both | and my

children would have died of hunger long ago if we had waited
until Allah rewards us.’

'Of course | will pay you, and handsomely. You know me
well," Sheikh Hamzawi said quickly.

| know you are a generous man, and that you are the de-
scendant of a generous family. But most important of all, you
are the man who preserves the faith in this village and
watches over our morals, Therefore you must leave the matter
in the hands of, Allah, and not worry about it any further. | will
see fo it. You nan&ap&ns! on that. Just follow what | told you
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to do before. Make constant use of warm water, and salt, and
lemon. Bum your inganse every night leaving none of it to the
following morming, then take the rosary between your fingers
and recite a thanksgiving to Allah ninety-nine times. After that,
curse your first wife thirty-three times, for were you nat fully
potent when you married her, Shelkh Hamzawi?'

Sheikh Hamzawl answered in a ml;& that rang with de-
spair, ' was as strong as a horse.’

‘She managed to cas! a spell on you, and | know who

prepared the amulet for her. He is not from Kafr EI Teen, but |
know the secret of his spell, and how to destroy it.

- 108 -
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COMPREHENSION

A. Answer the following guestions:

1. After reading the excerpt, perhaps you can understand what
the writer meant by lhe lile. Give at least one possible expla-

nation.

2. Why is Sheikh Hamzawi infuriated by his wifa's comparing him
to a cock? In what ways s the cock better than him? s there
any symbalism or irony in this? Explain.

4. \What revelation about Sheikh Hamzawi is made in paragraph
fiva? What does this tell us about his preaccupation?

4. How many wives has Sheikh Hamzawl had?

17, and observe that Haj lsmail re-

sponded to Sheikh Hamzawi's words, in paragraph 18, by
laughing loudly, and saying “Those are the kind of things you
can say to other people, but not o me..." What does this ex-

~108-

5. Read paragraphs 18,

CamScanner = Wiso é>guaall

—."im-




change between the two men say, first, about the integrity of
Sheikh Hamzawi, and, second, about the kind of relationship

batween them? Also, what does this say about both men's re-
ligiousness?

. In paragraph 24, Haj Ismail praises Sheikh Hamzawi's gener-
osity and his family, and tells him that he was the "preserver of
the faith in this village and watches over our morals.” Therefore
the Sheikh should "leave the matter in the hands of Allah, and

nat worry about it any further. | will see to it. You can depend
on that."

What ironies would you find in these words?

Why are these words ironical?

What do they say about the double facedness of these two
men, and by implication of everyone elsa? Explain.

-110- x}%
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B. Find the wortds or expressions in the passage thal mean the fol-
fowing:

1. (paragraph one) |
breathing with a husky or whistling sound: b el *nﬂ

2. (paragraph one)
substance produced in the nose and mmat:____fi 4'r fd ﬂ b

3. (paragraph two)
sleep, doze, nap: ﬂ L4 -.|n.[r: air

4. (paragraph bwo})
fingers, or finger joints: I 3 z /4 1,::' g

5. (paragraph threé)
complaining, tensely, shrewdly:__it+ ¥ bl

6. (paragraph four)
arrogance, audacity, nerve: PR L P

7. (paragraph four)
imply, indicata, allude hint: ___ <n ' w0t g

8. (paragraph five)
midures, concoctions, beverages: Fe _|_",r_1 n_lf':

8. (paragraph five} |
fix or repair hastily, curing:___ Fat b w i

10. (paragraph five)
sexual ability, manliness;___ e i/ "]
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11. (paragraph six)

saw, glanced, looked at quickly:___ 9 Lim ¥(c d

12. (paragraph six) j
soft limbed, lithe, lively attractive: Sw Yl e
13. (paragraph twelve) J

bent, inclined, nodded: 1:] Sowe

14. (paragraph twelve) |
obliged, demanded, forced:___imVel 6o

15. (paragraph twelve)
suddenly, instantly, quickly:_. d..UanH 'j :

16. (paragraph thirteen)

glow, glitter, glimmer, radiance: qn1| e v

17. (paragraph thirteen)

archaic word meaning truthfully, in truth;__ Vil

18. (paragraph thirteen)

brings life back to, put life into: __e. ¥ iyel

19. (paragraph fourteen)
bum, rage, fume: Coethe

20. (paragraph fifteen)

fulfil, gratify, give sexual pleasure to:__ ot 1§ 4
21, (paragraph ninetean)

put, insert, bring back: n Jale

-112-
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22, (paragraph nineteen;) |
restored to full health, bacome well again:_ turE A

23, (paragraph twenty)
gave, recommended, suggested: Pre S Flb e ﬂl

24. (paragraph twenty-one} :
protects, safeguards, take care of. ‘iﬁ‘b{“‘? i_')T"Hf eryel

25. (paragraph twenty-three) “h
very well, generously, lavishly: ﬂhcj Lo ﬂ

28, (paragraph lwenty-four) _ ?{J I'il " 1;

strong and powerful sexually:

27. (paragraph twenty-five;

hopelessness, dejection, depression: __. 1 -c?.f Fm 'ﬁll'" _

28, {pamgraph twenty six) e

use magic and sorcery: ‘-ﬂ"h_ 2

e
—————

29, (paragraph i‘u‘nrer:ty 5ix)

anything worn as protection againstevil: _ao_vua I g -.rf
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The Story of an Hour
Kate Chopin

Preparing to read:

1. From the title, what do expect the story to be about? Clearly it
cannot be about "an hour” but about what happens in this hour,
so what do you expect happens in this hour, or what can hap-
pen in the space of one hour?

2 Why do people get married? Do men and women marry for the
same reason, do you think? What about different cultures? Are

their reasons the same?

3 Marriage clearly imposes duties and responsibilities on both
spouses. Are these different for husbands and wives? Why?
Give some examples. | |

4. Are these marital duties and responsibilities related to culture,
i.e. are they different from society to another, or are they cross
cultural? Who or what defines these?

-115-
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' d look for answers to the following guestions:

1. Who brought the news about Brently, Mrs Louise Mallard’s
husband, and who broke the news to her?

2. Why did she have to be told 'the news’ gently?

3. th_lt did Mrs Louise I'u'laliaﬂi da on hearing the news?

4. What did she hear from her open window? And what did she
sea’t

5. How did she feel after being alone in her room for some time?
' What did her slster worry about?

&' What kind of husband did she have? What kind of life did she

have?

7. How does the stonyf end?

-118-
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The Story of an Hour
Kate Chopin .
Kate Chopin was bom to & rich family in 1851 in St. Missouri. She married, had,
aﬁ:mﬂﬁﬂnandﬁhminﬁmﬂ&ﬁﬁﬁﬁauﬂmrﬁﬂimdmshiﬂmsldmm;Emamg
liked fo read and write. Afler her husband diad, in 1883,

1. They knew that Louise Louise Mallard had a weak heart. So
they broke the bad news softly. Her husband, Brently, was

dead.

*There was a train accident, Louise," said her Sister Jose-

phine, quietly.

Her husband's friend, Richards, stood with Josephine. Rich-

3.
ards brought the news, but Josephine told the story. She spoke

in broken sentences.

“Richards. . . was at the newspaper officé. News of the ac-

4!
cident came. Louise . . . Loulse, Brently’s name Was on the "ﬂ.‘

Brently . . . was killed, Louise.”

Louise did not hear the story coldly, like some women
rt to the news.

"'"!"“ld- She could riot close her mind of her hea
Like a sudden storm, her tears broke out She cried loudly in -

5.
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her sister's arms, Then, just as suddenly, the tears stopped.
She went to her room alone. She wanted no one with her.

6. Infront of the window stood an empty chair. She sat down

and looked out the window. She was very tired after her tears.
Her body felt cold, her mind and heart were empty.

7.  Outside her window she could see the trees. The air
smelled like spring rain. She could hear somecne singing far
away. Birds sang near the house. Blue sky showed between

the clouds. She rested.

She sat quietly, but a few weak tears still fell. She had a
young, strong face. But now her eyes showed nothing. She
looked out the window at the blue sky. She was not thinking, or

seeing. She was wailing.

There was something coming to her. She was waiting for it
with fear. What was it? She did not know; she could not give it
a name. But she felt it coming out from the sky. It reached her

through the sound, the smell, the color of the air.

Slowly she became excited. Her breath came fast, her heart
beat faster. She began to see this thing. It wanted to find her

and take her. She tried to fight against it. But she could not. Her

10.
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mind was as weak as her two small white hands. Then she
stopped fighting against it. A little word broke from her lips.

11. "Free,” she said. "Free, free, freel” The emptiness and fear
left her. Her eyes showed her excitement. Her heart beat fast,
and the blood wammed her body. A sudden feeling of joy ex-
cited her.

12. She did not stop to ask if her joy was wrong. She saw her
freedom clearly. She could not stop to think of smaller things.

13. She knew the tears would come again when she saw her
husband's body. The kind hands, now dead and still. The loving
face, now still and gray. But she looked into the future. She saw
many long years to come that would belang to her alone. And
now she opened her arms wide to those years in welcome.

14. There would be no one eise ta live for during those years.
She would live for herself alone. Thers would he no strong
mind above hers. Men and women always believe they can tell
others what to do and how to think. Suddenly Louise undef-
stood that this was wrong. She could break away and be.

16:+ And yet, she loved him—sometimes. Often she did “FI_I'_
rstood that freedom IS

\What did love mean now? Now she unde
stronger than love. ”

_'I'E-
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16.  ‘Frael Body and ming freel” she said again.

17, Hersister Josephine was walting outside the door. -

18.  “Please 9pen the door,” Josephine cried. “You will make

Yourself sick. What arg you doing in there, Louise? Pleass
please, let me jn|*

18.  “Go away. | am not sick.” No, she was drinking in fife

through that open window.

20.  She thought Joyfully of all those days before her. Spring

days, summer days. All kinds of days that would be her own.

She began to hope life would be long. And just yesterday, life
seemed so long!

21.  After a while she got up and opened -the doar, Her eye:

were bright, her cheeks were red. She didn't know how strong

and well she looked—so full of joy. They. went downstairs,
where Richards was wailting. '

22. A man was opening the door. It was Brently Louise Mallard.
He was ﬂirly, and lired. He carried a suitcase and an umbrella.
He was not killed in the train accident. He didn't even know
there was an accident. He was surprised at Josephine's sud-
den cry. He didn't understand why Richards moved suddenly
between them, to hide Louise from her husband.
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23. But Richards was too late,

24. When the doclors came, they said it was her .weak heart.
They said she died of joy—of joy that kills.

Avioman ﬁﬂ'iﬂ new{ abowl the death of her hetband
which makey hel have mided ewafionsh?
Neapiehs it death but feel§ exciled dbaf he
grospect of freedont. She Thinikg of alﬂ e Jears
C»LE‘ Loy ahead of he on[Y Fo be Cup Priged thag

|

e news v Jalf which mibe hor die of

7 Ty fah.

EXCeff Ve ). §
-IL"u o 13 1 ! . ! | :
Ill,a'i*f.fﬁr.. i = Si'n'.'i Cuddi L Eﬁq
':T- I. “. ) s
L; i':h'-.r- - II:-.'I.rl = ilillllrl. Il.'Il.IF r' I‘-.-r_-tll'l i 1::5'.\'- 3‘ I-:IE & .‘
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COMPREHENSION

A. Answer the following questions:

1.

What was the news that Mrs Louise Mallard heard?

How did Mrs Louise Mallard react when she first heard the
news7 Was that what was expected? BY whom?

Why did Mrs Louise Mallard it in front of the open window? Did
<he know what she waswaiting for? Why?

What floated in through the open window to fill heart and mind?

How did she react to these new sensations?

Why did she feel joy?

Why was everyone surprised when Brently came home?

"They said she died of joy." Did she? If not, why not? In other
words, what did she die of?
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B. Mark the odg word ot

1. train accident

plane ,lﬂﬁrﬂ'ént

2. window door glass -'hlm-""

3. floating clouds Biye sky

g@ntﬁﬁ singing birds

41 :_-_ Tt e R e
' |CommitmEnt o freedom mam‘a@
H-"\—'\___\_____\___ LI e —— e

5. brighteyes  red cheeks joyoflife  hushang

|

Tiee e odd v
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DISCUSSION

1.

“The Story of an Hour" is about a marriage more than a
hundred years ago. Have marriages changed in the past hun-

dred years? In what ways? In what ways have I"nEIF'EgEE not
changed? Why?

If Mre Louise Mallard had been asked an hour before she
heard the news of her husbands demise whether she was a
happy woman or not, what do you expect her answer would
have been? Do you sympathise with Mrs Louise Mallard?

Many people would consider Mrs Louise Mallards marriage
to be blissfully happy; she has a loving husband, a good life, a
spacious house surrounded by gardens, and she seems {0 be

lacking nothing to make her happy. Why then did she feel as

. she felt in her room? And Why did she die on seeing her hus-

band?

Why does the writer call the heroine by her first name,
Louise, and not, as | have done In the Comprehension ques-
tions, Mrs Mallard? Is there any significance in that? What?

 .124-
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Woman
A woman

Preparing to read:

1. From the title, what do expect the passage 10 be about?

2. Are women really more emotional than men? If "es," then, is
is it social conditioning?

this in her genetic make up or

3. Apart from the equality iSSUE, how are women's psychalogical
make up different from men's?

What about different cultures?

4, Read the first paragra ph then try to guess wyhat had happened

that morning"?

then, try to guess what the story of

5. Read the last paragraph,
this woman is.

o ——

I-?

6. Do you agree that "There is usually no real happy ending

What does "happy ending” mean. in this context?
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7. Why doesn't the woman's love story end happily. do you ex-
pect? What factors prevent a "happy ending"?

8. Why does the woman seem to accept her “fate” philosophi-

cally? s this specific to her particular culture, or to her person-
ality, or to circumstances? Why?

@ \What is "the story of every woman in this society,” do you ex-

pect? Why? What society does the waman belong to, do you
think, Arabic, Indian/Pakistani, Chinese/far eastern? Is it urban

soclety or rural society?
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u a 8

- What happened that moming?

Was the man in the story expecting her? Why?

What did he do when he saw her?

What dream does she talk about towards the end of the sec-
ond paragraph?

What really hid under the seemingly quiet appearance of the
woman’? What was waiting to break loose?

Was she really at peace with her heart till then?

How was the woman brought up?

What does she suppose "for argument’s sake"?

What is her "consolation"? How does the story end?
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Woman
A woman ~.

1. It was late at night. Everybody was asleep, and in the silence
of the night there were only her heart beals mixed with the soft
sound of gentle and dreamy music floating from the tape re-
corder. She was finally alone to recall what had happened that

moming.

2 She hadn't seen him for a while, and that day she went to
see him—nothing out of the ordinary, and nothing out of the
ordinary was supposed fo happen. She simply wanted to see
him as she had done so many times before... "Hi, how are
you?" ... a few more words and then "Bye. See you." She did
sea him, but this time he didn't utter a word, He turned to her
when she said "Hello!" and, without any warning, and without
perhaps even thinking, he took her in his arms... and held her
te his chest. He held her fight as though he never wanted to
let go. She didn't want him to let go. She just wished she could
stop time to stay in his amms. It could have only been a few
seconds before he let go, but they were enough to make her
live in a beautiful dream; they were enough to awaken the
dormant woman in her. He awakened feelings that her culture
did not allow, and that she herself had tried to deny they ex-
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jsted. That day there was no denig| anymore; no sham pre-
tense they weren't there, flery ang Powerful. She dm;ant
to lie to herself; there was no doubt anymore: she loved him
with all her being; she realized that she had always loved him
in fact. |

Before that day, she had always been at peace with her
heart. She had never been in love. She had never wanted to

be close to any man, ... to anyone at all In fact, Now he was in
her heart, in her mind, and in her dreams. She could imagine

him holding her for ever. She could feel his strong but gentie
arms around her. She felt that she had in fact been waiting for
him all her life. She felt she loved him with all her might. Every
heartbeat called him, Every part of her trembling and never-
before-touched body wanted him. Every particle of her whole
being danced at the thought of him. Intimate depths in her soul
that she had' never dared peer into, and parts in her body ghe
had never knew existed, suddenly surfaced and, glaringly, as-
serted their existence demanding to be acknowledged. She
was shocked and strangely happy at the way she feft. She
was floating in an exquisite haze of blissfulness that she didn't
want to leave, She wanted to float in that beautiful dream
world for ever—perhaps, partly because she did not know
what to do. What next?
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4, She was brought up on strict moral and religious prineg.
Ples. She knew that such feelings were forbidden in her com.
Plex culture. Soon she was torn between what she felt, whai
she longed for, what she felt she had waited for all her Iife,
and the reality of an impossibility. There was a million reasons
that prevented her from even thinking of him—and he of her,

5. The insistent whisper, lodged in her mind demanding to
be answered, grew louder: What next? She had no answer,
and he had no answer. In fact there was no answer available
anywhere. There was this impeneatrable wall, called social con-
ventions, society, between them. His words, that he had sald
sometime eadiar, rang so0 Eﬂ_@ﬂlﬂ and painfully: Society is
a powerful tyrant that cannot be confronted; he who thinks he
can stand in its face Jrmsllm:a:. a grave error. Did she have to turn
her back on this 1:!::!1:];51 love, the love that she had waited
for all her thirty-five years of life? Those monotonous barren
years in which she never even once falt alive, or that thers
was anything worth living for. Just thinking of that made her
want him even more, made her cling to him with all the power
of her newly awakened womanhood. Besides, supposa, just
suppose for argument's sake, that she stopped seeing him,
how did she know she w .l meet someona like him? It is true
that she didnt know v.nat tomomow would bring, but she
couldn't imagine another thirty-five vacuous years. She shud-
dered at the thought and ran back to the present... to him. For

®.1|1 and 3y j'l.‘"-m::ﬁll 5\“‘1‘,,__“,." ﬂ,h‘;,;u\:nﬁ*} I;‘Hﬁl..m.:I g 51":}:'”}'1"“"*.;'5
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now, she only wanted to follow har heart's desire and aband
herself to the excruciating power of love.., | "
6. Somehow, this is the story of &Very woman in love in my
society. There is usually no (never?) a reql happy ending.
Maybe, | shall get mamied and all, and live like everyone else,
but, for me, there will always be this happy memary.., Per-
. haps my consolation is that in the end nothing remains except
memories. In which case | am luckier than most, at least ac-

cording to the saying; It is better to have loved and failed than
not to have loved at ail, and | have not failed.

(Adapted by TST)
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COMPREHENSION

A. Answer the following questions:

1. Why is the woman eager for everybody in her family to go to
sleep? How do we know that?

2. Why did she really go to see him that morning? What does the
way she talks about "seeing him" suggest to us about the rela-
tionship between these two people? '

3. How does the man in the story feel, do you think? How do you
know? What do we know about him?

4. How do they know each other? Are they employees in the
. same company, neighbours, students at university, customer

and a shopkeeper?

5. How often do they see each other? How do you know?

-132- '1\
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6. What effect did that embrace haye G i wﬂn_;an? " ;
y?

e

7 How long did the embrace |ast in fact? How
it had lasted?

long did she wigh

——

g. What feelings, she says, she had tried to suppress? Why had
she tried to deny their existence?

9. How does she feel about the raging storm that uprooted her
traditions and earlier beliefs and convictions? How do you feel

about that? Explain.

10. How old is the writer? How does she describe her life before

she met him?

F
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11. While she recalls that the experience of that moming, what
frightens her the most? Why?

12. What is the story of every woman in this woman's society, ac-
cording to her? Is this true, in your experience? Why?

13. Why is the writer luckier that most women, according to her?
Do you agree? Why?

h-u_ -13“-";‘
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8. Find the words or expressions in th
@ Passage that
lowing: mean the fol.

1. (paragraph two)
asleep, inactive, unexpressed: i X

Z. (paragraph two)
simulated, fake, simulated: g Lﬂ -y

3. (paragraph three)
beautiful, ethereal, fantastic: o v 21a'7/1 ¢

4. (paragraph three)
bli ess, rapture, ecstasy, joyousness: J .{U.l L

5. (paragraph five)
i

dwelled, nagged, entrenched: |L oy s}"'r." A

6. (paragraph five)
solid, hard, impervious:__Szrpsz .t 1o |l

7. (paragraph five)

dictator, absolute ruler, oppressor. i o "

8. (paragraph five)

very serious, severe, dead|y: Afa lir

9. (paragraph five) o
flooding, overpowering, strong cument: } nffralia

10. (paragraph five)
boring, unchanging, routine:____iona Yan ad
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11. (paragraph five) I =
Vot Vo Cot2vf

desert-like, waste land, arid:

12. (paragraph five)

stick, attach, hold on strongly, grip:__ E—'F “‘lf' J‘ -

13. (paragraph five)
¢huddet

shake, shiver, fremble:

14. (paragraph five) X
weamTim )

agonizing, intensely painful: gud

15, (paragraph six) .
[ o E.-JE 2 Ti2%

solace, comfort, help:

!
\
!
|
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DISCUSSION

1. How do you feel about the woman, and the man?
Do you sympathise with either of them? Why?

2. What society is the woman talking about, do you think? How
prevalent is her situation in this society, do you think?

2. What circumstances or reasons can prevent the existence of
this "love”, do you expect? Which of these would be Insur-
mountable, is your opinion?  Is this cultural?

. Do you agree with the saying that "it is better to have loved and
failed than not to have loved at all"? Why?

. The woman says she hasn't failed. What do you think she
means? Do you agree?

6. Do you expect to fall in love and to be loved? Is this a human
"right"? Does it matter if one falls in love or not?

7. A problem question is always whether or not love is under
one's control? Is it possible to decide to love or not to love
somebody? Do people love the "wrong"” person, sometimes?
What can one do if sfhe falls in a forbldden lave?
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SECTION WV
(Short stories)

Three short stories, written by men,
and each has a different flavour.
The first is a touching love story, |
The secand is an allegorical fable |

that has a special significance
especially in our world togay.
The last is a litlle mystery,
chosen for its good plot and for
being a good sample of the genre.
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LONG WALK TO FOREVER
By Kurl Vonnegut

Preparing to read:

1. How can a long walk be ‘forever? Where do you. expect such a
walk to lead?

2. What is the best way for a man to express love to a woman?
Does love need words to express it? Explain.

3. Which is a truer expression of love, to hold onto your loved
one/s (for whatever reason), or to let them free (even to leave

you)? Why?

4. Does love usually end in marriage? Should it? Why?

5. What about love and duty? Which comes first? What would you
define as duty? Does it come first?

" M
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As yvou read, look for anawe the fal gatio

1. What does Newt intend to accomplish by _suggeﬂ-ﬁng a walk?

2. Why does Catharine agree to go fora walk?

3. During their walk, Catharine makes little speeches, Why?

4. What happens while they are walking? Why do they stop? Why

do they resume their walk?

£ \What one thing Newt knows in his heart, and controls his ac-
fions and reactions towards Catherine so that he does not re-

veal it?

6. What happens in the end?
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A Long Walk to Forever
By Kurt Vonnegut

1. They had grown up next door to each other, on the fringe of a

' 2.

city, near fields and wnnd_a and orchards, within sight of a
lovely bell tower that belonged to a school for the blind.

Now they were twenty, had not seen each other for nearly a
year. There had always been playful, comfortable warmth be-
tween them, but never any talk of love.

His name was Newt. Her name was Catharine, in the early
afternoon, Newt knocked on Catharine's front doar.

Catharine came to the door. She was carrying a fat, glossy
magazine she had been reading. The magazine was devoted
entirely to brides, “Newt!" she said. She was surprised to see
him.

“Could you come for a walk?" lie said. He was a shy per-
son, even with Catharine. He covered his shyness by speaking
absently, as though what really concerned him Were far away
—as though he were a secret agent pausing briefly on @ mis-
sion between beautiful, distant, and. sinister points. This marn-
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ner of speaking had always been Newt's style, even in matters
that concerned him desperately.

“A walk?”" said Catharine.
*One foot in front of the other,” said Newt, “through leaves,

over bridges

“| had no idea you were in town,” she said.
“ Just this minute got in,” lie said.
“Still in the Army, | ses,” she said.

B. *Seven more monthis fo go,"” he said He was a privale first

class in the Artillery. His uniform was rumpled. His shoes were
dusty. He needed a shave. He held out his hand for the maga-

zine. “Let's see the pretty book,” he said.

She gave it to him. T'm getting married, Newt,” she said,

“ know,” she said. "Let's go for a walk.”
“'m awfully busy, Newt," she said. “The wedding is only &

week away.”

T. “If we go for a walk," he gaid, “it will make you rosy. It will
make you a rosy bride?' He tumned the pages of the magazine.
“A rosy bride like her—like her—like her,” he said, showing her

rosy brides.
Catharine tumed rosy, thinking about rosy brides.
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“That will be my present fo Henry Stewar Cha o
Newt. “By taking you for a walk, I'll be giving him a :n;:ﬂ::ﬂ
~vou know his name?” said Catharine. '
*Mother wrote,” he said. "From Pittsburgh?"

“ygs,” she said. “wou'd like him.”

*Maybe,” he said.
=C.an—can you come to
“That | doubt,” he said.
~vour furlough isn't for long enough?” she said.

*Furlough?" said Newt. He was studying & two-page ad for flat

silver. “I'm not on furlough,” he said.

“0h7?" she said.
“I'm what they call AW.OL.,

=Oh, Newt! You're not" she said.
=gyre | am,” he said, still looking at the mag

“Why, Newt?" she said.

the wedding, Newt?" she said.

* eajd Mewt.

azine. '

m is,” he said. He
«albemarie’?
e looked UP,
* he said.

; “| had to find out what your silver patte

read names of silver patterns from the magazine.
Heather?" he said. “Legend? Rambler Rose?” H
smiled. "I plan to give you and your husband a spoon.

Newt, Newt—tell me really,” she sald.

| want to go for a walk,” he said. o
g her hands in sisterly anguish. «soh, Newt—
ng A.W.D-L.." sha said.
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Newt imitated a police siren softly, raised his ayabrows.
*Where—where from?" she said.

*Fort Bragg,” he said.

“Narth Carolina?" she said,

"“That's right,” he said, "Near Fayetteville—where Scarlet
O'Hara went to school.”

“How did you get here, Newt?" she said, |

He raised his thumb, jerked it in a hitchhike gesture.
“Two days,” he said,

“Does your mother know?" she said.

*| didn't come to see my mother,” he told her.

“Who did you come to see?” she said.

"You," he said.

"Why me?" she said.

“Because | love you,” he said. “Now walk?" he said. "One foot

In front of the leaves, over bridges—"

They were taking the walk naw, were in a woods with a brown-
leaf floor.

Catharine was angry and rattled, close to tears. “Newt,” she
said, "this is absolutely crazy?'

“How =07" said Newd.

“What a crazy time to tell me you love me,” she said, "You
never falked that way before.” She stopped walking.

“Let's keep walking,"” he said.
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“No," she said. “So far, no farther. | shouldn't have come out
with you at all,” she said.

=you did," he said.
“To get you out of the house,” she said. “If somebody walked in

and heard you talking to me that way, a week before the wed-

ding—"
“What would they think?" he said.
“They'd think you were crazy," she said.

“Why?" he said.

a. Catharine took a deep breath, made a speech. "Let me say
that I'm deeply honored by this crazy thing you've done,” she
said. "l can't believe you're really A.W.O.L., but maybe you are.
| can't believe you really love me, but maybe you do. But-

*| do,” said Newt.

10.  “Well, I'm deeply honored,” said Catharine, "and I'm very
fond of you as a friend, Newt, extremely fond—but it's just too
late” She took a step away from him. “You've never even
kissed me,” she said, and she protected herself with her

hands. “I don't mean you should do it now.
all so unexpected. | haven't got the remotest idea of

spond.”
* Just walk some more,” he said.

They started walking again.

| just mean this Is

=Have a nice time.”
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"How did you expect me to react?” she said.
"How would | know what to expeet?” he said. “I've never done

anything like this before."

“Did you think | would thraw myself into your arms?”
she said,

“Maybe,” he said,

"I'm sorry to disappoint you,” she said.

“I'm not digappointed,” he said. "1 wasn't counting on it. This is

very nice, just walking."

Catharine stopped again, “You know what happens next?” she

said.

*Nope,” he said.

‘We shake hands,” she said. "We shake hands and par
friends,” she said. "That's what happens next.”

Newt nodded. “All right,” he said. "Remember me from time to
time. Remember how much | loved you.,"

.JHWIII.erEﬁh.F, Catharine burst into tears. She turned her back to
Newt,'lnnl-:e:i into the infinite colonnade of the woods.

“What does that mean?" zaid Newt.

“Rage!" said Catharine. She clenched her hands. “You have no
right—"

“l had to find out," he said.

“If I'd loved you," she said, "| would have lat you know before
now., '

“¥'ou would?" he said.
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“y¥es," she said. She faced him, looked up at him, her face
quite red. "You would have known,” she said.

“How?" he sald.

“vou would have seen it,” she said, “Women aren't very clever
at hiding it." ;

Newt looked closely at Catharine's face now. To her conster-
nation,, she realized that what she had said was t;i.re, that a
woman couldn't hide love.

Newt was seeing love now.
And he did what he had to do. He kissed her.

~ou're hell fo get along with!” she said when Newt let her go.
| am?' said Newt.
“you shouldn't have done that,” she said.

wou didn't like it?” he said.
“What did you expect,” she eaid—"wild, abandoned passion?”

‘| keep telling you,” he said, “I never know what's going to hap-

pen next.”

“We say good-by," she said. He frowned slightly. “All right.
he said. She made another speech.
che said. “That was sweel We shou

bean so close. I'll always remember you, Newl,

wou too,” he sald.
“Thank you. Mewt,” she said.
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“Thirty days," he said.

"What?" she said.
Thirty days in the stockade,” he said—"that’s what one kiss will
cost me.” '

AW.OL"

=}—I'm sorry," she said, “but | didn’t ask you to go

“| know," he said.

12.  “You certainly don
ng as foolish as that," she said. “Must be nice
a hero?”

't deserve any hero's reward for doing
to be a

somethi
hero,” said Newt. "Is Henry Stewart Chasens

if he got the chance,” said Catharine. She

13. "He might be,
noted uneasily that they had begun to walk again. The farewell
had been forgotien.

14, “You really love him?" he sald. “Certalinly | love him!® she
said hotly. “l wouldn't marry hirm if | didn’t love him!”

15. “"What's good shout him?" said Newt.

16. "Honestlyl” she cried, stopping again. “Do you have any

5 are good

idea how offensive you're being? Many, many thing
about Henryl Yes,” she gald, “and many, many things are

prabably bad too. Bul that isn't any of your business. | love
Henry, and | don't have lo argue his merits with youl”

“Sorry,” said Newt.
"Honestlyl" said Catharine.
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Newt kissed her again. He kissed her again because she
wanted him to.

47. They were now in a large orchard.
~How did we get so far from home, Newt?" said Catharine.

*One foot in front of the other—through leaves, over bridges,”
said Newt.

“They add up—the steps,” she said.
Bells rang in the tower of the school for the blind nearby.

“School for the blind," said Newd,
a-hool for the blind," said Catharine, She shook her head in

drowsy wonder. "I've got 1@ go back now,” she said.

*Say good-by," said Newt.
*Every time | do," said Catharine, "l seem to get kissed.”

Mewt sat down on the close-cropped apple tree. "Sit down,” he

said.

“No,” she said.

"I won't touch you,” he said.

“I don't believe you,” she said.

She sat down under another tree, twanty feet away from him.
She closed her eyes.

“Dream of Henry Stewart Chasens,” he said.

“What?" she said.
“Dream of your wonderful husband-to-be,” he said.
“All right, [ will." she said. She closed her eyes lighter, caught

glimpses of her husband-to-be.
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Mewt yawned.

18, The bees were humming in the trees, and Catharina almost
fell asleep. When she opened her eyes she saw that Mewt
really was asleep.

He began to snore softly.
Katharine let Mewt sleep for an hour, and while he slept, she
adored him with all her heart.

The shadows of the apple trees grew to the east. The bells in
the tower of the schoal for the blind rang
“Chick-a-dee-des-dee, " went a chickadee,

Somewhere far away an automobile starter nagged and fallad,
nagged and failed, fall still.

18.  Catharine came out from under her tree, knelt by Newt,
“MNewt?" she said.

"H'm?" he said. He opened his eyes,
‘Late,” she said.

"Hello, Catharine,” he said.

“Hello, Newt,” she salid.

. "l love you," he said,

“I know," she said.

“Too late,” he said,

"Too late,” she said.

| He stood, stretched groaningly. “A very nice walk," he said.
"l thought s0,” she said,
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*Part company here?" he said.

“Where will you go?" she said.

*Hitch into town, tumn myself in,” he said.

"Good luck,” she said.

"You, too," he said. *Marry me, Catharine?'

*No," she said.

He smiled, stared at her hard for a moment, then walked away
quickly.

20. Catharine watched him grow smaller in the leng perspec-
tive of shadows and trees, knew that if he stopped and tumed

now, if he called to her, she would run to him. She would have
no choice.

21. MNewt did stop. He did tum. He did call. "Catharine,” he
called.

22, She ran to him, put her arms around him, could not speak.
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COMPREHENSION

A. Answar the following queslions:

1. What had been the relationship between Catherine and Newt
before?

2. Why does Newt come home for the weekend?

3. What will probably happen to Newt on his return? Why would
he risk this?

4. How does Catherine react when she opens the door?

5. Describe Newt and Catharine's walk together, Where do they
go? What do they talk about? When do they stop?

Point aut some of the strange things Newt does or says along
the way,
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B. From the following list of adjectives, choose as many as
to describe, first, Catherine and, then, Newt:

sary
stubbom playful serious honest
funny shy hesitant farward
angry sincere introspective defiant
wishy-washy intelligant lonely passionate
dry witly NEnous idealistic
bold reluctant

spontaneous scheming

honourable  romantic laid back calculating

DISCUSSION.
1. What do you think about Newt's approach to Catherine?

Is it fair? Honourable? Clever?
Do you think he had any right to kiss her?
2 Catherine says that women aren't very clever at hiding love.

What Is your opinion?

Ara men different from women in this respect?

3, What do you think Henry Stewart Chasens is like?
How do you think he might diffier from Wewt in pers
d the whole

gnality?

4. Do you think that Newt had meticulously planne

thing? Why do you think so7
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ON CONSIDERATIONS

1. Notice that the writer does not interfere to tell us about the per-
sonality of Newt or Catherine, but lets them talk for themselves

together, Compare the language that Newt uses with that of
Catherine. Has the writer succeeded in reflecting their person-

alities and their relationship through the way they talk?

Is this approach easier, interesling, or is It better for the writer
himself to describe the characters and what they feel? Which is
easier for the translator? And, should the translator be aware of

these dramatic devices or can sfhe affurd to ignore them?

Compare the writing style of this writer with the descriplive

style of the other stories in this book, and, as a translation stu-
dent, decide which would you rather translate. Why? Which is

the more difficult to translate? Why?

Which style allows the translator more freedom in translating
the work? Why?
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Brave Little Parrot
Rafa Martin

Preparing to Read

1. With such a title, you would expect the story to involve a parrot,
i.e. the story has a bird as the protagonist (hero)?
If so, then, what do you call this kind of story? Why are such
stories written, normally? Are these restricted to children’s sto-

ries, do you think? Why?

2 \What brave thing would you expect a parrot to be able to doto
merit its "hero” status in this fable?

3. Have you, personally, done anything that you, or people
around you, would call brave? If "Yes," what was it, and why
did you do it? Are bravery and heroism restricted to people

who are great, powerful, and have authority?

4. In this fable, the forest is on fire. The parot
save itself from the fire, but many other animals,
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itself, couldn't fiy away to save themselves. What could a single
parrot do? Would it not be wiser of it to fly away and save itself;
What do you think? Explain why you think so.

. The parrot could not leave the forest—its and all other fellow
creatures’ home—to burn away. It was not right, it thought. it
decided to do something about it, however insignificant its con-
tribution was and, even though it was, in effect, killing itself in
the process. What could a little insignificant parrot do in the face
of a raging forest fire?

. Would you expect that the parrot's efforts fo produce any re-
sults, or would it die sad and in vain, only for us to read this
story about an unwise parrot who knew it was not up to the
challenge it faced, yet faced it anyway and died in the atternpt?
How would the story end, do you think?

. Write a couple of sentences to predict the moral of the story.
What is the story about?
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As you read, look for answers to the following questions:

1.

What caused the fire in the forest? How did it start?

What was the parrot's life like before the fire?

Why and how did the parrot decide to try to put out the fire?

Why did 'she' (the parrat) do it when she knew that her attempt
to put out the fire was fufile and totally impractical?

Who passed overhead while the little parrot was charred and
exhausted in her futile attempt to save the forest? What were

they doing?

How was one of the gods moved, and what did 'he’ do? Why
did he do so?

What was the parrot's response o the great eagle's advice?

What did she say she needed?
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8. How did that response affect the great eagle when he was
back among his fellow gods?

8. What did he do in his sadness for the little parrot? What was
the effect of this?

10. What then is the moral of the story? Does it remind you of an
Arabic saying? What is it?

11. Decide, after reading the story, whether the parrot deserves the

description "brave"?
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Before reading the story, and to help you understand it bettar
read this list of facts’ about what is happening fo the earth:

« |t takes an entire forest—over 500,000 trees—to supply
Americans with their Sunday newspapers every week.

« Over a billion people could be fed by the grain and soy-
beans eaten by U.S. livestock every year.

« The junk mail Americans receive in one day could produce
enough energy to heat 250,000 homes.

« Each year, 27 million acres® of tropical rainforests are de-
stroyed, and translates to 74,000 acres per day 3,000 acres
per hour. .. 50 acres per minute.

« Americans produce enough “styrofoam” cups every year o
circle the earth 436 times.

Thiese facts apply everywhere in the world 10 varying degrees, S0
everybody is involved.

e

rks Grou
' 50 simple Things You Can Do fo Save the Ea:ﬂlﬂ;.jﬂ;f;::;?“ P
33 pore = 400D metres. ‘(27mil. x 4000 = 108,000,005
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Brave Litle Parrot
Rafe Martin

Rafe Martin is an awand-winning authar and storyteler, His work has recelved
VEry many awards.

1.

Once a little parrot lived happily in @ beautiful forest. But one

day, without waming, lightning fiashed, thunder crashed, and
a dead tree burst into flames. gparks, camied on the rising

wind, began to leap from branch to branch and tree to tree.

The little parrot smelled the smoke. “Firel” she cried. "Run to

tha river’” Flapping her wings, rising higher and higher, she
flew toward the safety of the river's far shore. After all, she

was a bird and could fly away.

But as she flew, she could see that many animals were al-
ready surrounded by the flames and could not escape. Sud-
danly a desperate idea, a way to save them, came to her.

Darting ta the tiver, she dipped herself in the water. Then
Eh&ﬂ!wbmknmttunwrragingﬂm.midtamnkﬂmﬂﬂﬂ"h
filing the sky. Walls of flame shol up, now on one side, now
on the other. Pillars of fire leapt before her. Twisting and -
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ing through & mad maze of flame, the litle parrot flew bravely

Having reached the heart of the buming forest, the little
parrot shook her wings. And the few tiny drops of water that
still clung to her feathers fumbled like jewels down into the
flames and vanished with a hiss,

Then the little pamot flew back through the flames and

smoke to the river. Once more she dipped herself in the cool
water and flew back over the burning forest. Once more she

ehook her wings, and a few drops of water tumbled like jewels

into the flames. Hisssss.

Back and forth she flew, time and lime again from the river
{o the forest, from the forest o the river, Her feathers became
chamed. Her feet and claws were scorched. Her lungs ached.
Her eyes bumed. Her mind spun &5 dizzily as a spinning

spark. Still the lite pamot flew on.

At that moment some of the blissful gods floating over-
head In their cloud palaces of ivory and gold happened to look
down and see the little parrot flying among the flames. They
pointed at her with their perfect hands. Between mouthfuls of
honled foods, they exclaimed, ook &t that foolish birdl She's
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trying to put out a raging forest fire with a few sprinkles of wa-
terl How absurd!” They laughed.

But one of those gods, strangely moved, changed himself

2.
into a golden eagle and flew down, down toward the little par-

rot's fiery path.

The litle parrot was just nearing the flames again, when a
great eagle with eyes like molten gold appeared at her side,
“Go back, little bird!" said the eagle in a solemn and majestic
vaice. “Your tusk is hopeless. A few drops of water can't put
out a forest fire. Cease now, and save yourself before it is too

10,

late.”

But the little parrot continued to fly on through the smoke
and flames. She could hear the great eagle flying above her
as the heat grew fiercer. He called out, “Stop, foolish little par-

rot! Stop! Save yourselfl”

11.

12. I didn't need some great, shining eagle,” coughed the lit-
tle parrot, “to tell me that. My own mother, the dear bird, could
have told me the same thing long ago. Advicel | don't need
advice. | just*—cough, cough—"need someone to helpl®

13. Rising higher, the eagle, who was a god, watched the little
parrot flying through the flamies. High above, he could see his
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14.

15.

17.

own kind, those carefree gods, still laughing and talking even
as many animals cried out in pain and fear far below. He grew
ashamed of the gods' carefree life, and a single desire was
kindled in his heart.

“God though | am," he exclaimed, "how | wish | could be
just like that little parrot. Flying on, brave and alone, risking all
to help—what a rare and marvelous thing! What a wonderful
little bird!"

Moved by these new feelings, the great eagle began to
weep. Stream after stream of sparkiing tears began ]:u:_uuring
from his eyes. Wave upon wave they fell, washing down like a
torment of rain upon the fire, upon the forest, upon the animals
and the little parrot herself,

Where those cooling tears fell, the flames shrank down
and died. Smoke still curled up from the scorched earth, yet
new lifa was already boldly pushing forth—shools, stems,
blossoms, and leaves. Green grass sprang up from among the
still-glowing cinders.

sparkled en the little parmot’s
reen feathers,

retty bird!

Where the eagle's teardrops:
wings, new feathers now grew: red feathers, 9
yellow feathers too. Such bright colors! Suchap
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18. The animals looked at one another in amazement. They
were whole and well. Not one had been harmed. Up above in

the clear blue sky they could see their brave friend, the little
parrot, looping and soaring in delight. When all hope was
gone, somehow she had saved them.

18. “Hurray!” they cried. "Hurray for the brave littie parrot and
for this sudden, miraculous rain!”
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COMPREHENSION

A Answer the following guestions:

1. What do you think the message of this story is? Does the intro-
duction provide you with any clue?

2 How did the author help the reader understand the story? Is his
use of specific details and images helpful?

3. In the original introduction to The Brave Little Pamrot, the author
says that storytelling is a way ta change things in ways we
might never guess. What effect do you think this story could
have on readers? How might it change them? Would it have
any effect at all?

_ In the original introduction, the author also says: “Small deeds,
done wholeheartedly, may have the potential to change every-
thing.” Do you agree? What small deed changed things in your
life, or in the life of somebody you know?
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B. Find the words or expressions in the passage that mean the fol-
lowing:

1. (paragraph one)

flash, flare, or flicker of fire:

2. (paragraph four)
rushing, running quickly, sprinting: Vo 17 é-nj

3. (paragraph four)
P
fiarcely burning, angry, furious:__ 1 9 157

4. (paragraph four)

twisted, wound up, curled up._L< i 0 l' ol

5. (paragraph fr.:ur}. i B

-
r"'n': : ¥ o

towers, columns;

6. (paragraph four)

labyrinth, network, tangle: pA S F ¢

7. (paragraph five) .
dropped, fell down: b yea o 2.0

8. (paragraph five) |
disappeared, evaporated: _Y/a » =5L o8

8. (paragraph seven) _
loasted, scorched, singed: __ [ L ayke .!L

10. (paragraph seven)
burned, seared, singed: NS¢kl fq_ e _._-I

h ..'- T . - I
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11. (paragraph seven)
went round and round, turned in circles:_rp
. —=s 1A ey

12. (paragraph seven)

in a light-headed way, about to faint, staggeringly: ol i2¢' I

13. (paragraph eight)

gcstatic, happy, rapturous: ol

14. (paragraph eight)
sailing, gliding, drifting:___ L. tind

15. (paragraph eight)

elephant tusks (bone of great value)__ at")
' 16. (paragraph eight)
drops, droplets: (opin Vi of
17. (paragraph nine)
ge.d

sffected, touched, ached his heart_ e

18. (paragraph ten)

very serious, grave, profound: 15
19. (paragraph ten)
stop, end, leave off, quit: [ o I

21, (paragraph fifteen) | .
lzaming, QIMHQfW

shimmering, glittering, 9
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22. (paragraph fifteen)
flood, deluge, stream, rush, current:__o ¥E e

23. (paragraph sbdeen)
spiraled, colled, twisted, looped, snaked: [ uj“f r!'ri wF_

24, (paragraph sixteen)
flowerettes, litlle flowers;___ ol 9({om¢

25, (paragraph sixleen)
ashes, embers, charcoals:. . ____ Uiw Jet§

26, (paragraph eighteen)
turning around, twiring, circling: oo inf

27. (paragraph eighteen)
floating, climbing, flying, ascending: <. Miv7

28. (paragraph nineteen)
a word used for cheering somebody: '_L_‘.."rl'n.ﬁ"::m
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DISCUSSION

1. Apamot is a small helpless bird—compared to a hawk, or an
eagle, for example. It is also a bird that is not involved in the

struggle for survival, usually. People keep it for its beautiful col-
ours and its ability to imitate human speech. It is docile, friendly,
and reputed to be very intelligent, so why, do you think, did the

writer choose it for the main character in this fabla? Is it signifi-

cant, do you think, that the writer chose a 'she’ parot as the

protagonist, while he refers to the god eagle as ‘he'?

Rafe Martin's idea that the world is bumning s clearly a figura-

tive way of telling us that the planet earth is dying under our
own eyes. Think of, at least, one practical thing people could do
to help conserve resources, or help in lessening the destruction

of the global village that we live in.

What environmental problems do we face here in Syria? What
can the individual do about these?

4. Would it have been more effective, or easier to translate, if the
writer chose another form of writing, L.e. an essay, for example,
or a story involving human beings, children, perhaps? Why?
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The Decoy
A Mini Mystery by Wayne Willert

1. What is the main function of a decoy in a detective story?

2. Who do you expect the decoy to be, Sara or the well-dressed

woman? Any clues?

3. ls it wise for a woman to go out alone at night, knowing there is
a vicious killer on the loose in the city? Why would she do so?

4. \What risk does such a woman run standing at a deserted bus-
stop at 11 at night? Would the company of another woman be
a welcome thing? Why?

5. What would bring a woman out alone at night, especially if she
has to get a bus 1o get back home? :

8. Would Ihe appearance of a man, in such a situation, be a wel-
come event?
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. Who says "Itll be another 20 minutes now? What effect would
that produce? s this reassuring information? Why?

. Why is the woman out alone? Does Sarah give away any in-
formation about herself, -::nri-d'r,r she is out at night?

_ Of the two women, who seems to be in contral of the situation?

Who is the frightened one? Why?

. What impression does the “dark man” giva? Is his presence
reassuring or causing more anxiety o the women’

. What is frightening about the criminal who is still loose? What
does he do to his victims?

. Who says that she hopes this man is the criminal? Why? What
does she show the other woman? Would you be reassured by
such behaviour? Why?
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7. Who walks off after the man passes the women? Why?

8. What does the man do when Sara walks away? What dn;:m
Sara do?

9. Why couldn't the man subdue Francine?

10.What happens as Francine is fighting off the man?

' 11. What is the surprise ending? Who is the killer?

12_At the end of the story, Sarah says that she doesn't under-
stand. What does she not understand?
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The Decoy
A Mini Mystery by Wayne Willert

1. The well-dressed woman was breathing hard, clearly upset at
having missed the bus that had just pulled away. Sarah joined
her at the curb. “It'll be another 20 minutes now,” she said.

2, The woman clutched her purse nervously. “My husband will
be furious at me," she said. “He didn't want me to come out
alone tonight, but | wanted to attend an antigue auction. | don't
drive and he's at a business meeting.”

3. *| know what you mean. I'm without a car myself. And it's
dangerous on the streets at night.”

4. The woman glanced over her shoulder. "Especially now.

The newspapers are full of that horrible purse snatcher, the one
who knifes his victims."

5. Sarah nodded. "He's become qui!a' a famous killer," she
said. '

B. The boulevard was cold and silent, poorly lighted. Sarah
walched a dark man come out of the shadows and saunter

T =176 -

CamScanner = Wiso é>guaall



!
their way. He had his hands in the pockets of a leather jacket |
and a cigarette dangled from his lips. His face was unshaven

his slacks rumpled, Not a man you'd want to meet in a dark al-
ley. |

7. Sarah tumed back to the woman. "M'_ur name is Sarah she
said. “Are you waiting for the last suhurhan bus?” =

8.  “Yes, |am, and my name is Francine. I'm glad to have your
company. | don't like the looks of that-man aver there.” |

9, " don't either. Just ignore him.”

10. The man stopped a short distance away and leaned against
a brick wall, watching them. He flipped his cigarette butl away
and it sparked along the concrele sidewalk.

11.  “Oh, dear," Francine said. “Do you stipp'use he could be the

one?”
12.  “I hope heis.”

13.  “You what?”

|
“|'ve been on the streats a month trying to |

14, Sarah smiled.
yree and E-hI:IWE‘d Fran-

jure him out. Look,” Sarah opened her p
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cine a wallet with a gold shield. “I'm a police decoy. I'm wearing

a concealed microphone and my partners are listening in an
unmarked police car a block away.

15.  "There's only one problem: | have to be alone. | don't think
our killer will attack while the two of us are together.”

16.  "Well, | hope you're not going to walk off and leave me
here,” Francine said.

17.  "That man is still staring at us. Oh, dear. Who would kill for
a purse?"

18. "You'd be surprised at the valuables women camy. Estie-
cially the affluent ones. Look at you—you have an expensive

brooch and diamond rings, a good watch. Credit cards, proba-
bly."

19.  “That man is coming closer,” Francine said.

20.  The man moved past them, heading up the block, he disap-
peared into a dark alley,

21.  “If that's our killer, I'd hate to lose him," Sarah said. *Look,

I'm going to walk past that alley as if I'm headed for the taxi
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stand. If that's our man, we'll have him. If not—well, we'll just
have to keep looking. You wait here.”

22 *l—I'm frightened," Francine said.

23, “I'l be watching from a short distance away. Don't waorry.
Remember, I'm wired, and the police are just around the cor-
ner. If nothing happens, Il return in a few minutes and keep

you company.”

24,  Sarah moved offat a normal pace, her footsteps clicking on
the pavement. She falt the tension cutting through her as she
studied the street ahead. At the alley she shifted her bag to the
other shoulder and kept walking. A bit later she stepped into a
doorway and looked back. Within seconds the man in the
leather jacket emerged from the mouth of the alley and headed
toward Francine. Abruptly, Sarah left the doorway and hurried

back the way she had come.

25 She had almost reached the bus stop when the man in the
leather jacket suddenly grabbed Francing and threw her to the
ground, Sarah heard the stifled scream. She broke into @ full

sprint.
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26. Reaching the struggling pair, she fell to her knees on the
sidewalk and said, “For heaven's sake, Fred, put the knife into
her. Quick!”

27. "l can't," her husband gasped, fighting to cover Francine's
mouth, "She's like a cougar! You picked a good one this time.”

28.  Sarah wrestled the purse from Francine, then grabbed one
of the flailing arms and held it. She started to strip away the
rings and the watch while Fred reached into his jacket pockel
and pulled out a switchblade knife. He flicked it open.

20.  “Doit!" Sarah urged. "Hurry up! We don't have all day.”

30. At that moment the wail of a police siren cut into the night
and headlights flooded the curb. A patrol car skidded to a halt.
Two police officers ran toward them, guns drawn.

31.  "Police!” a cop shouted. "Hold it right there!"

32.  Fred squinted into the glare and froze. He slowly dropped
the knife and raised his arms.

33.  Sarah frowned. Where—where did they come from?” Fran-
cine sat up, rubbing her bruised lips. She struggled to her feet
and said, “You two- had a.clever operation going. You would

. have pulled it off again, except for one thing.”
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34. The police handcuffed Sarah, then her husband. Sullenly,
Sarah looked up: °| just don't understand,” she said.

85, "This time you ran into a real policewoman,” Francine ex-
plained. “'m the one who was wired. g
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COMPREHENSION

A. Answer the following questions:

1.

Why does the well-dressed woman have to wait 20 minutes
now? '

The two women play a similar game with each other. What
game are they playing?

How does the setting centribute towards the atmosphere in the
story? |

-

How does the description of the man contribute to the almos-
phere the writer wanls 1o create in the story?

Why does Sarah really introduce herself to the well-dressed
woman? |

Notice that when Francine retorts "You what?" the writer wrate
‘what" is written in italics. Why do you think writers do that
sometimes? What is jtalics supposed to signify?
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7. \What is Sarah's excuse for leaving Francine alona? What is
the real reason, do you think?

8. What is the name of the killer? How does Sarah know it? !

6. When Sarah says to Fred to "Do itl", what does she mean? |
Does he? Why?

10. In paragraph 33, Sarah asks, "Where did they come from?"
\What does she mean by "they™?

11 What does "wired", in the context of the story, mean?
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ﬁ“i':-’nd the words -:-ra:-:pmssmns in the passage that mean the fol-
ng: a )

1. (paragraph one)
left, drove away, left:

2. (paragraph one)
side walk, street edge:

3. (paragraph two)
hang on to, clasp, hold tightly:

4. (paragraph two)
a place where items are sold to the highest bidder:

5. (paragraph four)
steal, grab, make off with:

6. (paragraph six)
walk in a care-free manner, wandar,

T. {pamgraph six)
hang down, hang loosely, droop:

8. (paragraph six)
backstreet, path, lane:

8. {paragmph'lsn'_i\\x
throw away, toss, cast:

10, (paragraph fourteen)
hidden, kept out of sight, disguised:
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11. (paragraph eighteen)
well off, rich, wealthy, loaded:

12. (paragraph twenty-four)
suddenly, unexpectedly.

13. (paragraph tmz_ntz.r—ﬁv&}
smothered, suppressed, muffled, silenced:

14, (paragraph twenty-seven)
drew (his) breath, fought for breath: _

15. (paragraph twenty-seven)
mountain lion, puma, panther:

16. (paragraph twenty-eight)
thrashing about, waving helplessly.

17. (paragraph twenty-nine)
howd, sharp pained sound:

18. (paragraph thirty-two)
squeeze one's eyes because of sudden strong light:

18, (paragraph thirty-four)
gloomily, sulkily, crossly, angrily:
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