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HELLO EVERYONE:!

Do you have an idea aboul what is literary criticism??

Gtudent: It is the attempt to analyze a literary text in order to
judge its merits.

Instructor: Ok this is the one side of literary criticism, 4
traditional one actually.

Does the translator need to know about the subject matter of hjs
translation? How can he solve the problem of terminology unless
he knows the subject matter of his translation!

The more efficient solution for this problem is that there are |
dictionaries about specific subject matters; multi lingual |
dictionaries about the subject matter. |

So, in this case we have literary criticism which is very difficult
field of knowledge. In studying literature, we take literary !
criticism in the fourth year, and nowadays, postmodern criticism
deals with theories, you have to know the theories of crmclsm We
have structuralism, post stlucturallsm deconstruction.

Do you need to know about the theory of deconstruction or
structuralism to translate a text about structuralism? No, not
necessarily, you can do without knowing about them. There are
some terms, So you have to go to the subject matter.

Anyway, [ am not going to complicate things for you, we are

going to keep things simple. I sent you the texts because I thought

~ that you are going to read them, in Arabic at least in order to have
an 1dea about what are the things that we are dealing with.

So, what is literary criticism in Arabic? Read the text in Arabic
please:

—
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Now do you have an idea about what is literary criticism?
Student: A general idea.

Instructor: Ok. This is the point.

We are not going to translate the whole page because it is difficult to do

so0. So, [ am going to choose some of them and we are going to deal with
them.

The paragraphs that we are going to deal with are three paragraphs:
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The other paragraphs are a little bit complicated; | want to keep things
easy for you.
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When you have a complicated text, don’t be paralyzed, don’t be
timidated, take it step by step, word by word, then sentence by sentence.

The first paragraph: 350} (s <29, (his is a simple sentence composed of
subject, verb and complement. So, this is an easy sentence. This is the way
you should deal with the text in the exam. Take it one word after another,
then you have to make the grammar, the structure.
s 3l y Auela) daia QY o a1 i any Ll Yl apmy Yl i) Gaay Yl
Age guingay il 3 aiy Gl S5 elaY) ity callas cuadl gyt @l Gl

DAY g Telad 3l o0& of it gl ao¥) ol Lagy ln

Let's translate:

Literature precedes criticism.

In the next sentence it can be prepositional and conditional sentence

Without literature, there is no literary criticism.

This is the translation that you must do in the exam, simple, easy and
straight forward. .

The next sentence in Arabic:
F1a A G g il g Aol e Y

Here we find the difference between the two languages, in Arabic we
have redundancy, whereas in English we have economy. This is a problem
that we might face when we translate from Arabic to English.

Literature is a creative craft while criticism is the taste to that
creativity.

The next sentence:
sy dge guia gay i) elld iy il S8l =yl Saailly (lUad syl

The author is required with creative expression, while the critic should
criticize that expression objectively and impartially.

DAY lelul 2l oy of i gl ¥ ol Loy,

Since literature is creative, it is assumed that criticism should be
creative as well.

This is literal translation, but we can translate this sentence as:

LBoth literature and criticism are about creativity.
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Criticism is the process of analyzing, interpreting, and evaluating
literary works. It is carried out through four steps namely, observing,
analyzing, interpreting, and evaluating. Firstly, the literary text is read
and an attempt to comprehend it. Secondly, the critic analyses the
literary text, deconstructs it into its primary parts, and to know the way
the parts are organized. Thirdly, the critic explains the relationships
between the parts and the elements, and to know what the author wants

to say. Finally, he/she judges based on his/ her understanding of the text
as a whole.

The next paragraph:
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Here 1 want you to know the literary theories; they are in the last
sentence:

e Feminist; 5 sl i

o Marxism: =Skl 2l

e Modern criticism: aasd) il
Reader response: ts U a5
Structuralism: ssasult il

o Deconstructuralism; Sl il

Let's go back to the beginning of this paragraph:
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It is not cnsy to know the true moanmg of the text, which makes the|
study of literature complicating and interesting at the same time. That's
why the literary text is considered a source of endless contemplation and
controversy, where critics compete in producing convincing readings and
interpreting of a text according to their perspectives.

uaﬂbl;mhdsw}‘muaﬂ\wohluuu\):ummoﬁ 03833

The interpretations might be derived from the text itself or from all
that surrounds the text.
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Here we can note that literary criticism has many changes, initially,
the focus was on the author, then on the text itself, and finally on the
reader. This is what leads to the appearance of several critical
approaches, especially in the twentieth century. Some of which are

Feminism, Marxism, new criticism, reader- response, structuralism and
deconstructuralism.

Thank You
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