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PART | THE PARAGRAPH

CHAPTER 1 Introduction to

MILESTONES

Academic Writing

4

Beginning Studies at
an American University

The word milestone is defined as “an important
event or turning point in someone’s life” It is a
good word to describe the time in mternational
students’ lives when they have come to the
United States to study English and go to an American university. As vou begin this
milestone, take a moment to ask yourself these questions. Then, share your
thoughts with your classmates.

* Why do you want to study in the United States?

* What do you think you will like about studying here? What will
you dislike?

* What do you expect from the professors? From the classes? From
your classmates?

* What will #ey expect from you?

You will quickly discover that university life in the United States is probably
different from what it is like in your country. What is expected from students is
probably different, too. Certainly, the style of writing will be different because, after
all, you will be using a different language—English. Let's begin the discussion of
these differences by talking about why you write, how you write, and to whom you
write in an American academic setting,

Why Do You Write?

At American colleges and universities, students are asked to write for several
different purposes. Some common purposes are:

* 10 compare Or contrast two topics

* to argue for a solution to a problem

* to describe a project

* to summarize information

* to report on a laboratory experiment or rescarch

Students are asked to write for these purposes in a variety of academic situations,
such as in composition classes and for essay tests, term papers, laboratory reports,
and project reports.

Chapter 1 Introduction to Academic Writing 1
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CHAPTER 3 Organization of

Paragraphs

4

Holidays

Many holidays observed around the world are
important for two reasons. First, holidays are
special days that bring family and friends together.
Second, holidays usually commemorate, or remind
us of, a significant time i history. For these
reasons, holidays can be milestones in people’s
lives.

How can we classify commemorative holidays? There are national helidays,
religious holidays, and other types of holidays. With a classmate, fill in the chart
with examples of each type of holiday. Then, circle your favorite holiday.

Basic Organization

[body]

Paragraphs have a very specific organizational pattern. By this, we mean that all
paragraphs are put together in a similar way and use the same three basic parts:
topic sentence, body, and concluding sentence. When you follow this pattern, your
paragraph will be easy for your reader to understand. Look at this model

paragraph.

Model Paragraph 1
Ways to Celebrate New Year's Eve
People in the United States celebrate New Year's Eve in many ways. [The most
common way may be going to a big party with lots of friends, music, and dancing. At the
stroke of midnight, people at these parties grab their sweethearts and spend the first
seconds of the new year kissing them. Another way to spend New Year's Eve is with the
significant other in your life. The new year is greeted with a champagne toast to the
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CHAPTER 4 Coherence and Cohesion

4

Passages of Life

Regardless of culture, all people experience
“passages of life” The details of these passages
will vary greatly depending on a person’s culture
and background. For example, the first passage of
life is birth. In the United States, even before a
baby is born, its birth is celebrated with a baby
shower. A baby shower is a party where people give gifts for the baby to the
mother-to-be. After the baby is born, people may give more presents and the
parents often hold a religious ceremony called a baptism or a christening. How
does your culture welcome new babies?

With a partner, fill in the timeline with the common passages of life that people
experience. Then, share with your partner any rituals or customs in your culture
that are commonly associated with cach passage of life.

w» ]
brrth death
Coherence

So far, you have learned about the different types of paragraphs and their
organization. All good paragraphs also have some characteristics in common. The
first of these is called coherence. A coherent paragraph is made up of sentences
that are ordered according to a principle. The principle changes depending on the
type of paragraph that you are writing. The three types of ordering are
chronological ordering, spatial ordering, and logical ordering.

Narrative Paragraphs and Chronological Ordering

For a narrative paragraph, you must use good chronological ordering of sentences.
This means that the supporting sentences must tell the events of a story in the order
that they happened. In other words, the events must be ordered according to time.,
The following paragraph tells about an important event in any child’s life. It clearly
tells the story of one day as it happened through time—from waking up in the early
morning to finding the birthday present at the end of the day.

Chapter 4 Coherence and Cohesion 31







































CHAPTER 5 Unity and Completeness

4

Events in U.S. History

The history of any country is full of milestones: the : 1
election of a new leader, the death of a member of
the royal family, a war of independence, even a
scientific invention or discovery. With a partner or
on your own, identify five of the most important
milestones in your country’s history.

1.

2

3.

4.

s | i P S SN S

B.

Share your list with your classmates. Are any of your events the same as or
parallel with your classmates’ events?

Your writing assignment for this chapter will focus on an event or a person in your
country’s history. Circle the two events on your list that you might want to write
about.

Unity

As you have seen, a good paragraph must have three separate parts: a topic
sentence, supporting sentences, and a concluding sentence. It must also have certain
characteristics, such as coherence and cohesion. Another paragraph characteristic is
unity. When a paragraph has unity, all the supporting sentences relate to the topic
sentence. Look at the following paragraph. Read each of the supporting sentences
carefully.

A National Treasure

The Smithsonian Institute, located in Washington, D.C., was established in
1846 for two reasons. The first was to do fundamental research and then publish
the findings of this research. This research is used by historians and scientists all
over the world. The second reason was to preserve the history and culture of the
United States. The Smithsonian Institute established a museum to do this. The
original building still stands today and is called the Smithsonian Museum. Since that
first museum, many more have been built to house artifacts from various aveas of
USS. society and history. Some of the most famous of these museums are the

Part]l The Paragraph
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Look at the paragraph and pay particular attention to the topic sentence. Why do
you think this paragraph is not complete?

Edison and His Inventions

Thomas Alva Edison is famous for his many useful mventions. The most
useful certainly has to be the electric lightbulb. Before this invention, people had to
light their homes after dark with candles or gas lighting. Both of these could be
dangerous. Another one of Edison's inventions was the motion picture projector.
This invention was the beginning of the movie business, which employs millions of
people and entertains millions more. In short, Edison contributed a lot to the
world through his inventions.

The topic sentence says that Thomas Edison created many inventions, but only two
are discussed. The word many means at least three, so in order for this paragraph
to be complete, we would need to talk about at least one more invention.

Sometimes, whether or not a paragraph is complete isn't quite so obvious. Look at
the following paragraph. It is not complete cither, but the reason isn’t as apparent as

in the previous paragraph.
The Kite and the Thunderstorm

Nearly every American child has heard the story of
Ben Franklin and his famous kite experiment. Franklin
wanted to prove that lightning was really electricity. One
night, there was a bad thunderstorm. Since there was also a
lot of lightning, Franklin thought that this was the right time
to prove his theory. He put a key on the string of a kite and
went outside to fly the kite in the storm. The jolt of
electricity from the lightning knocked Franklin off his feet. | ¢
At that point, he knew his theory was right. People probably | -
began telling the story the next day, and they have been
telling it ever since.

This paragraph is somewhat confusing because an important part of the story is
missing. The writer needs to add the step in the experiment where the lightning
bolt hits the key. If that step is added, the paragraph will be complete.

’ Practice 3 Evaluating Paragraphs for Completeness

Read each of the following paragraphs. Decide whether or not it is complete. When a
paragraph isn’t complete, add a sentence or sentences that would make it complete.

1. A Country at War

Of all the international conflicts that the United States was involved in during
the twentieth century, only two were officially declared as wars. The first declared
war was, of course, World War I, which happened carly in the century. After

Part| The Paragraph





















PART Il THE Essay

EcoLoGy

CHAPTER 6 From Paragraph ,/

to Essay

>

Animals in Their
Ecosystems

The word ccolagy is defined as “the relationship
between organisms (such as plants, animals, and
people) and their environment.” All animals prefer
to live in certain environments. A polar bear
would rather live in the North Pole than in San Diego, and a rattlesnake doesn't
like the rain forest, More often than not, the reason animals prefer certain
environments is that the environments help the animals meet their specific needs,
For example, a whale can’t live on dry land, and a parrot won't survive in the
Atlantic Ocean.

With your classmates, discuss the preferred environments of the animals in the
following chart. Write down key words describing that environment. Then, present
your chart and key words to the class.

n.‘, Area good for hunting Plains
S Open areas

Expanding the Paragraph

As you have learned, a paragraph consists of three parts: a topic sentence,
supporting sentences (the body), and a concluding sentence. Notice these three
parts in Model Paragraph 1 on page 56.

Chapter 6 From Paragraph to Essay 55


































































CHAPTER 8 The Introductory
Paragraph

Nature vs. Nurture

The writing theme in this chapter explores a
long-standing debate among scientists concerning
the origin of personality traits. Some people think
that we are born with our personalities just as we
are born with the physical traits that our parents
pass on to us. This is the nature side of the debate. The opposing view, the nurture
side of the debate, is that the environment in which we are raised forms our

personalities. What do you think?

Read each of the following five pairs of statements that describe personality traits,
Choose the statement from each pair that best describes you. Then, check one of
the boxes to indicate whether you think you have inherited this trait from your
parents (nature) or from something or someone in your environment (nurture).

O I am more artistic than academic.
M I am more academic than artistic.
* ES *

Interests

O I would rather read than play sports.
[ T would rather play sports than read.

= » *
Motivation
[ Success is more important to me
than relationships.

O Relationships are more important to
me than success.

Qutlook

3 I am generally optimistic about the future.

0 I am generally pessimistic about the future.

» ¥ =
Relationshi
3 I prefer to work in groups.
O 1 prefer to work alone.

This trait comes from

O one of my parents.
0 my environment.

This trait comes [from

3 one of my parents.
0 my environment.

This trait comes from

1 one of my parents.

0 my environment.

This trait comes from

A one of my parents.
O my environment.

This trait comes from

3 one of my parents.
3 my environment.

Chapter 8 The Introductory Paragraph






Py

Model Pa.mgmplvz

The teenager hated to be at home. His parents were always fighting—at least on the
rare occasions that both of them were at home at the same time. His mother was on
drugs, and his father was an alcoholic. He felt totally alone at home, but when he was
with his fellow gang members, he felt as if he belonged. He loved being with the
members of his gang and would do anything for them and with them. This all-too-
common example illustrates why | think that gangs are a direct result of the breakdown of
the traditional family.

Interesting Facts or Statistics

Another way to introduce your essay is with interesting facts or statistics. To write
this kind of introduction, you need to be aware of commonly known information.
You can expand your knowledge of facts and statistics by carefully reading
newspapers and journals. Here is an example of an introductory paragraph using
facts and statistics.

Model Pavagraph 3
It is estimated that there are nearly 5,000 gangs in the United States with a total of

almost 250,000 members. In fact, in inner cities, where gangs are most common,

7 percent of all teenagers are gang members. Why are all these young adults choosing to

be gang members? In my opinion, gangs are a direct result of the breakdown of the

traditional family.

Historical Introduction

You may also choose to write a brief historical introduction to your essay.
Naturally, this is not meant to be a comprehensive account; it simply provides
general historical background.

Model Panngmplp 4

Gangs have existed in the United States for at least 100 years. At the turn of the
twentieth century, there were many gangs in big East Coast cities. These gangs were
mostly made up of members of the same ethnic group and primarily protected the
neighborhood where their families lived. Nowadays, however, gang members have little to
do with protecting their relatives. It's my belief that gangs are a direct result of the
breakdown of the traditional family.

General to Specific

This is perhaps the most common type of introduction. It begins with a general
statement of the larger topic, and then each sentence narrows it down until you get

Chapter 8 The Introductory Paragraph



to the specific thesis statement. The trick is to start out general, but not too
general. Remember to keep the introduction relevant. Here is an example of a
general-to-specific introduction.

Model Para_qmplv 5

It's difficult to grow up in this society. A teenager can get into all kinds of trouble with
school, smoking, drugs, and dating. One of the worst kinds of trouble that a teenager can
get into is getting involved with a gang. Gang members commit crimes and get hurt or
killed all too often. Why do teenagers get involved in gangs? | think that gangs are a
direct result of the breakdown of the traditional family.

As you can see, any of the above paragraphs could introduce an essay about the
reasons gangs exist. In your essays, try to develop the skill of writing different types
of introductions, so your essays do not become boring and predictable.

’Pmdz'c& 7 [Evaluating Introductory Paragraphs

Read the thesis statement and the four introductory paragraphs that follow. Decide
whether or not each paragraph is a good introductory paragraph. If it is, check off which
kind of introduction it is. If it isn’t, check off the reason(s) why it isn’t. Look back to
page 78 if you need help.

Thests statement: Heredity plays a more important role in a child’s personality
development than environment does.

L. A man meets a woman, and they fall in love. Then, they get married,
buy a house, and settle down. After a while, they decide to have children.
The woman gets pregnant, and nine months later a baby is born. In this

case, heredily plays a more important role in a child’s personality development than
enviromment does.

a. Is this a good introductory paragraph?
O Yes A No
b. Ifit is good, which kind of introduction is it?
3 Anecdote (personal or third person) O Historical

T Facts and/or statistics T General to specific
c. Ifitisn’t good, check off why.
71 Some content not relevant to A Too short
thesis statement
3 Previews content of the body [ ‘Too general
2. As you will see below, there are lots of studies of

twins and of adopted children that indicate that genes
are important in a child’s development. When twins
who were separated at birth are reunited in adulthood,
they find many likes and dislikes in common. Also,
when adopted children are reunited with their
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CHAPTER 10 Body Paragraphs

>

Population and the
Environment

Has your home country’s population increased,
decreased, or basically stayed the same over the
past fifty years? If it has changed, what was the
approximate population in 1950 and what is it
today? If it has stayed the same, are there other
changes in the population in your country?

Share your answers to these questions with your classmates. If you have classmates
from other countries, discuss how population statistics vary among countries.

1. What is your home country?

What was that country’s population in 1950 (approximately)?

What is that country’s population now (approximately)?

w0

Have the demographics in your country changed (for example, more or

fewer older people, more or fewer poor people, etc.)?

5. How has the changing population affected the environment?

Concrete Support

One of the main problems in essay writing is finding good ideas to support your
thesis statement. Without sufficient support, an essay becomes vague, or too
general, Because a thesis statement is always an opinion, the writer has to convince
the reader with concrete facts, examples, and statistics.

Read the essay “Six Billion and Counting” and notice that the body paragraphs
lack specific detail. This essay is vague because the writer hasn’t given enough
support for the reader to be convinced.

Six Billion and Counting

On Tuesday, October 12, 1999, a baby named Adnan was born in Sarajevo,
Bosnia-Herzegovina. Adnan was just one of 370,000 babies born that Tuesday, but
his birth was a milestone for the world; he was named the world's six-billionth
human being. From a world of 1 billion in 1804 and 3 billion in 1960, we reached

Chapter 10 Body Paragraphs 93















The thesis statement in the example on page 97 indicates by its predictor that there
will be three body paragraphs in this essay and that they will deal with reducing,
reusing, and recycling. Those three body paragraphs will come in the order
mentioned in the thesis statement. It is important to maintain the unity of each
body paragraph when you are not using a topic sentence.

If it is not a topic sentence, the first sentence of a body paragraph may function as a
connection, or bridge, between one paragraph and another. If the first sentence is a
bridge, then the second sentence may or may not be a topic sentence. In addition,
concluding sentences in body paragraphs are not always required. The last sentence
of a body paragraph may also function as a bridge to the following paragraph.

’Pmdicez Analyzing an Essay

Read the following essay. First, underline the thesis statement. Then, as you read,
consider these questions.

1. What is the function of the first sentence in each body paragraph? Is it a
topic sentence? Is it a bridge?

2. What is the purpose of the last sentence in each body paragraph? Is it a
topic sentence? Is it a bridge?

Greenpeace: Defender of the Environment

The Greenpeace Foundation is an organization of ordinary people and
scientists from around the world who are active in efforts to expose and find
solutions for global environmental problems. The organization was started in the
early 1970s in an effort to defend human, animal, and plant life. Greenpeace has
had steady, if small, successes in decreasing whale hunting, saving old forests, and
cutting down on the toxic pollution of our air and water.

Greenpeace works hard to protect the quality of our oceans and their
populations of fish, mammals, and vegetation. The year 2000 marked the twenty-
fifth anniversary of the organization’s fight to keep many whale populations from
becoming extinct. Since 1975, when a Greenpeace ship confronted a Soviet whaling
ship off the coast of California, Greenpeace activists have regularly positioned
themselves between the whale and the hunting boat to protect the whale. These
small protests have proven successful in that the whale population is again slowly
increasing. This very personal type of protest has been successful for Greenpeace
clsewhere as well.

Ancient forests, according to Greenpeace, are forest areas that are relatively
undisturbed by human activity. By 1999,
more than 80 percent of the world’s
original ancient forests had been
destroyed. An example of such an
ancient forest is the Great Bear Rain
Forest, which covers western Canada.
This forest was mainly damaged by a
logging method called clear-cutting,
which means that every single tree in a
large area is cut down at the same time.

Part1l The Essay















PART 11l RuetoricaL PATTERNS
RELATIONSHIPS

CHAPTER 11 Process
> LR

Love

The word relationship is defined as “the quality or
state of being connected; the way in which people
or groups behave toward each other; or a
situation in which two people have romantic
feelings for each other” Do you remember how

it feels when you are first in love? It’s not
surprising that we say “to fall in love” because it fecls like falling: When you think
of loving and being loved, do you associate any special things with those feelings?
Perhaps you think about eating a romantic meal, wearing special clothes, or
listening to a certain type of music. With your classmates, discuss your favorite
things about being in love,

Prewriting

In this chapter, you will practice writing essays that describe a process. In this type
of essay. you tell the reader how to do something or you report on something that
has happened, such as an experiment. You describe step by step what someone
should do or what you have done to achieve a certain result. "Io write this type of
essay well. it is important to make sure that all the steps are covered and that they
are presented in chronological order.

P practice 1 The Food of Love

The American saying “The way to a man’s heart is through his stomach” shows how
important food can be in romance, Cultures around the world traditionally consider
different types of food to be romantic. What would you serve for a romantic dinner? Ask
other students in the class to describe any foods that are unfamiliar to you. When you
are finished, discuss the results with your classmates.

1. As an appetizer, I would serve

a. oysters ¢. salted nuts
b. raw vegetables d. other:

2. As the first course, I would serve
a. hot and sour soup ¢. tomato salad
b. shrimp cocktail d. other:

. Chapter 11 Process 103
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CHAPTER 12 cCiassification
| 4

Family and Work

What makes one family different from another? It
could be who makes up the family or where the
family lives. It might be a trait, such as hair color,
mterests or skills, or personality types. It may even
be the unique relationships that family members
have with cach other. A second theme of this chapter is the relationships we have at
work and in our personal lives. In your experience, are friendships at work
different from friendships outside of work? Discuss your thoughts about family and
work with your classmates.

Prewriting

The verb dasafy means, “to divide objects, people, or ideas into groups or
categories.” It is something we all do every day. You might organize movies into
those you like and those you don’t like: you might divide people you know into
those who are outgoing and those who are quiet: and you might classify music into
classical, rock and roll, country, rap, and so on.

It is important to note that you always classify according to a principle even though
you may not be aware of it. For example, consider the topic of beats. If you want to
write an essay classifying boats, you have to state the subject you are describing
(boats). the classification principle (for example, how they move), and the
categories (in this case: sailboats, powerboats, rowhoats),

}Pmcdw 7 Classification Principles

Look at the chart on page 115, which lists subject, classification principle, number of
categories, and category names. With a partner, add another classification principle,
number of categories, and category names for each of the three subjects.

114 Part Il Rhetorical Patterns
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CHAPTER 13 cause and Effect

>

Raising Children

This chapter’s theme is raising children. What are A 3 g
the responsibilities of parents when their children ‘_Aﬁ_h
are growing up? What lessons must they teach?

How do they teach these lessons? One of the

biggest challenges that parents face is dealing with

all of the changes that children experience. What are some of the things that cause
children to change? What are the effects of those changes?

Of course, how a child is raised depends largely on the culture in which that child
grows up. In some cultures, parents are very strict and give children lots of rules to
follow. In other cultures, parents are encouraged to allow children to have more
freedom. What about the culture in which you were raised? Did you grow up
having a lot of rules or a lot of freedom? Compare your upbringing with your
classmates’.

ey

Prewriting

Analyzing a topic according to its causes and cffects is often key to understanding
it. and understanding a topic is, of course, the goal of any learning situation.
Determining the causes and effects of an event, a scientific principle or a cultural
practice isn't always as easy as it may seem. You need to be able to see both the
immediate causes and their expected effects as well as the deeper causes and any
unexpected results.

For example, consider the mother who arranges for her son to take piano lessons.
What are the reasons for this? She may have many reasons, such as wanting to give
her son an appreciation of music, a sense of discipline, or
exposure to something new. A deeper reason, however, may [ 0 0 40 4

be to give the son what the mother never had and, in this Your
way, make a dream of her own come true. What will the
effects of the piano lessons be? Ideally, they will be an
appreciation of music as an adult and true enjoyment of
playing. A parent’s involvement may also have, and often
does have, the opposite effect. In this case, the boy grows
up to hate music and the piano because his mother forced
him to take piano lessons.
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Body paragraph 2
Cause 2: The parents want to make their child happy.

Body paragraph 3
Cause 3: The parents want to teach their child about responsibility.

Concluding paragraph

Similarly, you might want to analyze only the effects of a situation; in this case,
your body paragraphs will discuss in detail each effect that you have identified.
This is the third vanation of the block style of organization.

Block Style 3

Introductory paragraph

Thesis statement. There are many beneficial effects of a child having a pet.

Body paragraph 1
Effect 1: The child matures by accepting the responsibility of caring for a pet.

Body paragraph 2

Effect 2: The child learns to get comfort from a nonparental source.

Body paragraph 2

Effect 3: The child develops a feeling of compassion for a living creature other
than himself or herself.

Concluding paragraph

Freewriting

P> practice 2 Writing about Effects

Draw a line down the middle of a piece of paper. Think about your upbringing, and, on
the right side of the page, quickly write down some decisions your parents made for
you that have greatly affected your life. Then, on the left side, write down why you think
your parents made those decisions. You may want to refer back to this assignment
when you are writing your cause-and-effect essay later in the chapter.

Chapter 13 Cause and Effect






Some people think my upbringing was rather strict and even cruel, but | do not. As an
adult, | live in an orderly home, am very happy working in my chosen profession as a
college professor, and have no better friends than my brothers and sisters. | believe | owe
my parents and their rules for the stability and contentment | have in my life.

to boast: 10 speak about siblings: brothers and sisters
profound: strong, serious, deep

’Pmdz'c&3 Questions about “Growing Up with Rules”

Answer the following questions.

1. What is the thesis statement?

2. Which organizational pattern is used? Block style 1, 2, or 37

3. How many causes are discussed?

4. How many effects are discussed? What type? Short-term? Long-term?

Model Essay 2

Rebels with Causes and Effects

The anthropologist Margaret Mead is well
known for her studies of adolescents in
various societies, particularly primitive ones.
She believes that the transition from child to
adult does not always have to be a difficult
one. Nevertheless, it seems to be full of
problems in many Western societies. In the
United States, for example, going through the
teenage years is challenging for both
teenagers and their parents. We can take
comfort, however, in the fact that there are
many reasons that teenagers rebel against
their parents and in the fact that there are
also positive effects.

Chapter 13 Cause and Effect 135
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CHAPTER 14 Comparison and
Contrast

People and Nature

Our natural surroundings play a big part in the
way we live. In mountainous areas, people have a
difficult time traveling, so towns often get quite
isolated. In hot climates, people build houses that
keep out the sun, and they plant plenty of trees for shade. The reverse is also true
in that people influence nature by the way they build, manufacture, and travel. This
chapter’s theme is how nature affects people and how people affect nature. Discuss
these questions with your classmates.

* Is the city or town where you live now different from the one in which you
grew up? How is it different?

* Where would you rather live: in the countryside or in a city? Why?

» Is the nawral environment of your home country similar throughout the
country, or are some areas very different from others? Do you think this
difference in environment influences how people think and behave in those
areas?

Prewriting

Comparing and contrasting are very common in academic writing. The purpose of
a comparison is to show how people, places, things, or ideas are similar, and the
purpose of contrast is to show how people, places, things, or ideas are different. For
example, in a computer science class, you may be asked to compare two
programming languages. In a literature class, your professor may ask you to
compare two novels. In a political science class, your assignment may be to contrast
two or more theories of economics. Since comparative writing can get quite
complex, it is critical to pay attention to your organization. In this chapter, you will

' study how to organize comparison-and-contrast essays to communicate your ideas

| clearly and concisely.

Chapter 18 Comparison and Contrast 145






















III. Body paragraph 2

Differences between and

First difference:

Second difference:

Third difference:

IV. Concluding paragraph
Freewriting

’Pmaa'ces Then and Now

The topic of this practice is "My Life as a Child and My Life Today.” Think back to when
you were five, seven, or ten years old. What were your dreams and interests? How did
you see yourself? Have these dreams, interests, and thoughts about yourself changed
since then? Write about the similarities and differences between you as a child and you
now. Don't worry about organization, accuracy, or style. You may want to refer back to
this assignment when you are writing your comparison-and-contrast essay later in the
chapter.

Model Essays
Read the model comparison-and-contrast essays that follow.

Model Essay 1

A Tale of Two Towns

“Where do you come from?" is a question many Americans can’t answer easily. Many
Americans were born in one place, lived a few years in another, went to elementary
school in a third town, and so on. In my home country, we usually live all our lives in the
town where we were born, but my family is different. We moved from one small town to
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r when | was twelve years old. For this reason, | have two “hometowns.” Although
e two towns think that they have nothing in common, in my opinion, they
similarities than differences.

The first obvious similarity lies in the location of the two towns. They are both seaside
towns, lying on the south coast of Norway. They are sheltered from the ocean storms by
a large group of islands and backed by hills that defend them against the cold winter
winds. There are a few minor differences in their location, of course: Kristiansand, my
: mlldhood city, spreads out onto many of the protecting islands, while Arendal, my

teenage town, is small and isn’t as well protected.

Second, both Kristiansand and Arendal are small. Compared to the great continental
cities of Paris and Rome, they are not even dots on a map. Kristiansand is a little larger
wllh 40,000 inhabitants, while Arendal has only about 35,000, but neither can be called a

‘metropolis.

Furthermore, at least to a visitor, they are quite similar in their natural beauty. The
islands are rough and rocky. The houses of both towns are mostly small, white-painted
: wooden buildings, and the vegetation is almost exactly the same in both towns: birch
h'aes. a few fir trees, low bushes, and moss. In addition, the ocean is a major influence
omhe lifestyle of both towns, and the weather forecast is the major topic of conversation,

The economies of the two towns are also based on the same business: tourism. Both
native Norwegians and foreigners go on summer vacation to the two towns, and in winter,
business is very slow. Of course, there are a few differences here as well. In Arendal,
lhere are still several fishermen making a living from the sea, while Kristiansand is a busy
port for large commercial ships. Still, | doubt that either town could support the population
lt,‘has without the tourists.

Finally, despite the opinions of the natives of Kristiansand and Arendal, | think that the
people there are very similar. Because of the size of the towns, people are mostly interested
in what their neighbors do and say, and they don’t care very much about what is happening
in the outside world. In addition, the inhabitants of the two towns
have a love-hate relationship with the necessary tourists. These
tourists bring in business and money in the summer, so the natives
smile at them when they meet them. However, behind their backs,
the townspeople wish that they would just spend their money and
go home.

~ Thus, while there are a few differences between Arendal and
Kristiansand, | think that the similarities are by far more obvious. In
location, size, natural beauty, economy, and people, they are very
much alike. Mmuwlsomeﬂmesfeelmeyaramomlforme
mheya:emyhomem and there is no place like home,















































































e
1O




















































LONGMAN Writing to Communicate

DICTIONARY or Paragraphs and Essays
AMERICAN it sron

ECOND

ENGLISH

Cynthia A. Boardman
Jia Frydenberg

Writing to Communicate: Paragraphs and Essays, Second Edition

takes intermediate students of English from writing simple paragraphs

to composing well-organized essays. The book is organized into three
distinct parts—paragraphs, essays, and rhetorical patterns—to help
students focus on the essential elements of successful writing.
Motivating themes introduce relevant content to inspire students’ writing.

The perfect partner
to Writing to Communicate

Features
e Student-focused themes engage students
in the writing tasks.

Carefully developed models and graphic organizers
illustrate organizational principles.

Step-by-step exercises lead students through
the writing process.

Group assignments promote collaborative learning.

Paragraph Checklists and Peer Help Worksheets provide
a convenient way for students to assess their learning.

i 200
Ml

Pearson 780130272546
Educati 9
sducation 00/28/2016 11213
= = -+ w a3-Ue?254-X




