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HELLO EVERYONE!
Last time, we started talking about semantics. We said it is the
study of meaning of morphemes, words, phrases and sentences.
We said we have types of semantics:
* Lexical semantics
* Phrasal semantics
* Sentential semantics
Student: what about functional semanti

Instructor: it is related to pragn
mcanmg m a contcxt

his sentence. (Jack) is a proper
*Swimming. If I ask you; Is this

,mis,»and I told you that Jack swims. Now your

In semantics it is very important to know the meaning. When you
know the meaning of a sentence, it means vou can ascribe the value
of the sentence. |

"Value" here means the truth value; if it is true or false.
Student: do you mean the credibility of the sentence?
Instructor: yes, when you know the meaning of this sentence, you

frthls sentence 1s false accordmg to the back
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can judge the truth value of the sentence. You have the ability to judge
if this sentence is true or false.

If T say:

- Circles are round.

This is a FACT. You can't judge if it is true or false. Facts are
always true. There is no need to judge.

When 1 say "Jack swims", here I need a proof{sﬁuat on to judge.
Butif I say "Circles are :ound" this is a fact and it wilk ot change.

We call those sentences tautology. It means thev A :\atcd to
facts. All the time they are true. -

- A smgle man is not married.

tence is true without anything, and you understand
ntence can you Judge if this sentencc 1s true or

Terms you"ﬁéed to rememb Ir:
Compositional semantics - t"ruth value ~ tautology / analytical -
contradiction - paradox. ',

So far compositional semantics is working. Later on you will see
that it is not working with all sentences.

Let's go back to the example of "Jack swims". It 1 say:
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- Jack swims beautifully.

You know that Jack is a poor swimmer. He is not professional. I
said:

- Jack swims. Jack swims beautifully.
What do you think?
Student: he knows how to swim

Instructor: yes, he knows how to swim, but not,nécessarily he is a
good swimmer. He is a poor swimmer. :

Can | say "Jack swims beautifully. Jack swins
Student: No

Instructor: excellent! We can't bec:

This is called entailmen

However, we have cases
sentences that can ¥

et "‘,/

. For example:

] Qostgoned the meeting

e Jack is not dead.
‘have: inegation. They entail each other because we have
negation. (aI_‘e) means (not dead). The two sentences are
contradictory * “if one entails the negation of the other. Don’t get
confused between "contradictory" and “contradiction”. They are
different. I say:

- Jack is alive. Jack is dead. ;

Here it is contradiction, lt

Compositional semantics in Arablc\means (LY / g—“‘s)““ il

e e e
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Semantics is just terms and it is philosophical.
- Jack is married. Jack is not single.
This is contradictory. So we have negation.
[ want you just to memorize terms.

In syntax, we talked about ambiguity. We have two kinds of
ambiguous sentences, Let's see:

- The boy saw the man with a telescope. %
- Iwill meet you at the bank 5

The two sentences are ambiguous. Where is thc ambm'
second senience?

The ambiguity is in the word (bank). Do I’Thmem the fi nancxal

institution (<4 or do I mean the<side of- the river “-1-65*)" The

tv of the

ambiguity is only in the word. We"" allfﬂns kind’ "leucal 'zmhwmty"

We call it "lexical" because it lxs rél ]

related to words. ’
Student: if we have

ambiguous.

Instructor: yes, ot
it is ambiguous,

You wxll‘--dete 1 if it'is lexiéal or structural ambiguity or you will
identify tﬁé%@mng and somethlng like that.
Student Quld we have both kinds of ambiguity in the same
sentence? f&é;;f l
Instructor: it is very rare. We may have a word that has two, three
or even four meanings. If you open the dictionary, you would find that
a word can have multiple meanings.

Now we are talking about composntional semantics. If [ write:
- Colorless green ideas slept furiously_.
Colorless means without colors. Blain also means without colors.

at; ‘D1 2022
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Student: I know the words but I don’t understand the sentence.

Instructor: so you don’t understand the sentence even though you
know all the single words. Compositional semantics is concerned
about the meaning of every single word in a sentence. Does it work
here?

Student: No

Instructor: so compositional semantics CANNOT be applied for

T

all_sentences. That is why I asked you from*:th beginning if

compositional semantics can be applied to all scntcnceso

R

This sentence is grammatically correct, but it is no __ogxcal It has
no sense. We call such kind of sentence§’ ."nnomalousu It is taken
from the noun "anomalv". It means W elrd and odd ‘ P

There is a violation of S qelucnon herc How comc colorless with
green!? How can ideas be Lolortul?’_ Ideas" istan abqtract word.
Colors are used for concrete. wordq It is- not. louu,al' How can 1deas
sleep?! This is for humans or animate cr:atures it

Student: we have a ncrwmﬁut:ou herciie =

Instructor: so \umwmcs wch things are us'ed but for poetry to
create an image. Bu{ 1" ﬁiu suc.h xhlm.s are anomalous. If ] say:

- Walls have ears. . T,

Is it anomalous? \0 .\"c‘cﬂl"thif; a metaphor. Metaphors are
onf‘mallv anomalous because w d”S don’t have actual cars. But they
become fixed: acccrdmg to the culture. We say "walls have ears" to
say [hat ma\be Scmemc 1s hearing us. So it is related o the culture.
So we saywu 1S us;d and 1{ has a meaning and it is not weird.

. T;me :smoney 3,
'\LCOTd]B 1 ihe culture, all of us know that we are paid according
to the number ?hours and days. That is why we have this metaphor. /
We have mnre expressions like:
- Save ﬂme
- Time flies
"Time" is an abstract. But here it is metaphors. You should know
the culture, becausc metapt*ors are based on the LU[lU!’C
< Idioms: ‘ , :
W nat about "idioms"? fxre they anomalous‘?
Semancs&Synatx3 5 & AYDI 2022 £
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Student: not necessary

Instructor: what is the difference between metaphors and idioms?
They arc expressions. You can't translate the meaning of idioms

b‘lﬂ.d on_individual words. lg_mlls_bmﬁ\ed__nmamﬂo You should
memorize them. You should add them to your lexicon.

] n
We §md that "lexicon" means words in dictionary. Also when we
memorize words and learn them, we have lexicon. in our mental
storchouse. When you memorize words, they are. k' z

storehouse. They are the information that you storeii:
is also called lexicon.

Idioms originally are metaphors or ano
frozen. Examples:

- Sell down the river.

n vour mental
JOU ’:mmd. This

rlvcr means to ben ay one
- Eat my hat.
Of course it docsn

-
S JSI). For example they say:
‘ }lazy I will eat my hat if she will

It means (W&a dloii g2),
- Cut it out.
It means (\¢!). For example you are arg,umg, and shouting and
someone says to you "cut it out". It means (e 5 sk R,

- Bite the bullet.
It means be patient.

—————e. AYDI 2022
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- Break a leg.
It means good luck.
Usually idioms are informal.

- Bite your tongue.
It means shut up or as we say (‘-é-’-‘-“)
- Hit it off.
It means to be friendly with each other. In Arabiciif:means (bl
Qaa), 4
Idioms should be memorized because they have fix
- In general, in phrasal verbs you can switeh-between'the:words, but

in idioms you cannot switch.
Student: f0YL 2 a3 Whais

; __" Lexmal relatmns

They are word

variety of ways. Theword

the bound morpheme -nyn

antonylg}s? -h ponyms, polysem
e

They haveigxactly the same meaning. But there are some synonyms
that are not perfect. They are a little bit difference. For example:

- Handsome = beautiful = attractive = pretty

Handsome is generally used for men. Beautiful and pretty are
generally used for women. So they have the same meaning but they
are a little bit different. We can say beautiful for men, but it is rarely
used. So those two words are synonyms but not perfect synonyms.

e
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Annoy = bother = disturb = upset = harass = irritate = grate =
e = torment = pester = plague = gall
e synonyms. Memorize these for now. There are a lot

teas
All of these ar
of synonyms.
We use synonyms to enrich y
you in translation. If you want
should use lot of synonyms. If you us
you will lose marks. You should use a varie ,
Do you ask yourself why do we have a lot of synony
It is because of the influence of very different 1
Germany and Latin. After the Roman ¢ :
entered English. That is why we have
- Manly = virile
Which one is Germanic andt
Germanic and "virile" is Latin. '
meaning. They means (<l
have a lot of energy.
- Send = trans

"send" 1s Ge

our vocabulary. Synonyms also help
to get high scores in writing, -you
e the same word many times,

B
BaEs

- Present ¥ absent |
You either be present or absent. You can't be in-between. There is

no scales.

- Awake # asleep

- Increase # decrease
Of course we have a lot more than that. We call these
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complementary antonyms. They arc cither_or. There is no scales
between them.

They are called "complementary antonyms" because they complete
each other. For example, if you are asleep, it means you aren’t awake.
If you are present, it means you aren’t absent. They are
complementary in that alive = not dead and dead = not alive, and so
on.

The other type of antonyms is gradable antonym

- Tall # short

- Old # new

- High # low

- Difficult # easy :

They are called "oradable antonj);n ,becaus we-
have scales. They are not absolute antonyms

he'word (low) is marked. I ask you

lse (high) here not (low). That is why (high) is
W) is marked.

g.
"Marked"itmeans the uncommon; not normal. "Unmarkcd" means
the normal,; the common.

Another example I say:
- How tall are you?

I don’t say:

- How short are you?
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So here (tall) is unmarked and (short) is marked.

Another characteristic of certain pairs of gradable antonyms is that
one is marked and the other unmarked. The unmarked member is the

one used in questions of degree. We ask, ordinarily, "How high is the

mountain?” (not "How low is it?"). We answer "Ten thousand feet high”
but never “Ten thousand feet low,” except humorously or ironically. Thus

\

high is the unmarked member of high/ low. Similarly, tall is the

unmarked member of tall/short, fast the unmarked
and so on.

- Howfar...?
Not:
- How near...?

- How difficult...?
- How easy...? X
- How long doesiit:tak

The third type is relational
( /e receive

P

]
O
S
0
S
wv
~ &
=
a
3
S

So these are called "relational antonyms" because there is a

relation between them,

The fourth type is called autoantonyms or contranyms. For
example the word (dust). It has two meanings: even to remove dust or
to spread something or to cover. You can spread the blusher for
example. This is dust. These two meanings are opposite to each other.
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It is either to remove or to spread. This is auto-antonym.

Another example is the word (cleave). It has two meanings. It is
cither “to split apart” & or “to cling together” G-=b. So it has
opposite meanings.

We have other types of antonyms also. For example:

- Valuable # invaluable

Valuable and invaluable have almost the sameﬁn;baning. Also we
have; 4o :

- Flammable # inflammable & :

Also they have the same meaning. We call.these "ar
They have the same or nearly the same sfie despi
antonyms.

dnalibll closall gaflell duugo

doaill pauts - agidall auleill -  saflall d4iso
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