/

\-

AN DI esr

Open Learning & Translation

~

Iy

2021-2022

First Year '- First Term

14/21.05.2022
28.05.2022

A YDI

Culture 1.1+2+3 ASTABLISHMANT

AYDI 2022/ T1



JLLO EVERYONE! o ] il s
HELLO EVI {5 it o llin s s caall 5ol i La sa Jlala¥ 3Gy

alall Al 33k
Let us start. — R T T IR T A e
T I The Crisis of the Late Middle Ages -~ “...n 07

- ‘C'J'r'is.is: i) il
The Late Middle Ages: u-‘m“J“ O_Ji-_)f“_(f 'J‘ —
il el g A5 109N 520

HAPTER ONE:

CONFLICT AND INSTABILITY
IN MEDIEVAL EUROPE

_Hintroduction [ i
Despite vast social and economic changes in the thirteenth century, the

medieval mind remained essentiaily conservative. Piecemeal improvement
in technique greatly increased the efficiency of age-old methods of
cultivation and transportation, but labor-saving devised did not lead to a

scientific revolution.
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The town and the bourgeoisie appeared, but the still- predominant view
was .that there were but three orders in the divine arrangement of society:
warrior, priest, and peasant. ‘

- Bourgeoisie: 45l sl - Predominant: s
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thco‘:-‘::'thf use of money did not force a change in the medieval belief that
oretical usury was a sin and that the only true wealth was in land and
_agriculture,
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It did n . .
ot occur to medieval men to seek an alternative social, economic,

and political framework - The very attempt would have seemed both futile
and blasphemous. '

- Alternative: dy

- Social, cconomic, and political framework:
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Conflict was incipient in twelfth -and thirteenth- century Europe. Mass
heretical movements appeared for the first time. The unrest of the
bourgeoisie, the financial problems of the nobility, the power struggle
between the German emperor and the Pope- all were potentially explosive

phenomena.
- Conflict: gl - Incipient; 4ily 3
- Mass: pisa - Heretical movements: 4k _p <iS s
- Unrest: Gkl - Tinancial; 4l
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| But an expanding society can absorb and contain cbnflicts; by and large,
European society in the High Middle Ages provided outlets for the energies
of its divergent elements. In the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries,
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society , suddenly stopped eXpanding

European ] S
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The fourteenth and fifteenth centuries were a period m

dissolution. Plagues and wars were more frequent and more severe, and ap, |
exhausted and demoralized society did not easily recover from the

repeated blows it received.
- Crisis: %l
- Plague: sl -
- Exhausted: <o Demoralized: <\ yixall 583
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Violence and extremism in human affairs accompanied a wide variety ofJ

natural disasters and social dislocations.
- Violence; vile - Extremism: i ki 4
- Human affairs: 4t 055 - Natural disasters; &b &l S
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From the dose of the thirteenth contury to the middle of the fiftcenth, _
Europe suffered a general economic depression. Few, i any, towns’
increased in size, and many decreased cons iderably. The great banking
houses in laly were in eclipse; even the Medici banking house that'
flourished in the carly fifteenth century dedined in wealth, Although prices |
remained stationary, unemployment increased sharply in the industrial
centers, 7
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The gap between rich and poor widened everywhere as trade declined. 1
Yet this depression in the late Middle Ages was not as severe as the |
depression at the beginning of the Medieval period. Although trade |
diminished, it was not destroyed, and by the end of the fifteenth century a ‘x
gradual recovery was under way. ?
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Both trade and agnculture suffered a labor shortage after 1350 caused, |
in part, by the devastation of the plague in all parts of Europe. In the towns, |
rapidly rising wages were returned to their former low level by legislation.

In agriculture, the drop-in manpower meant that the total amount of land
under cultivation in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries were allowed to

fall into disuse, and the profits. of t’lﬁ.‘.ﬁ'ﬁfﬂ"!ﬂi dropped 9ccordmgly |
- Labor shortagc' ALaadl ol - Devastation: Jwa
Rapidly: 4e s _ - Wages: 553 ¢t
- Lepislation: ¢ 5l - Profits; ¢4
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The supply of new metal, especially silver, the basic mtatal of exchangT'm\
northern Europe — was drastically curtailed by the petering out of the rich
silver mines in the north, some of the Lines in Saxony being filled with\
eans of overcoming this difficulty.

water, and there were no technological m
- Supply: 2ls/2s 3 L Metal: (e L
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A worsening climate was another natural obstacle to prosperity In
Europe. Europe entered its “little Ice Age.” Various indicators, including the
activities of glaciers in the late thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, show
that winters in all over Europe became colder and longer. This trend in
climate probably shortened the growing season and reduced he abundance

of the harvests. , ,
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i ' : Medieval Europe Black Death ;
; A more dramatic and direct factor in the economic depression in Europe

i was the Black Death, During the High Middle Ages, an epidemic of the
} plague had decimated the population in many places, but within a
] generation or tow the normally high birthrate had repaired the damage.
- Factor: Jele
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The Middle Ages are categorized in three categories:

1. The Early Middle Ages: (das sl oy ab 30 et
The High Middle ages: ooyl ¢y il dat yVaalia
The Late Middle ages: (o ¥ u:)“ ALy
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The effects of the plague that struck in 1348 - 49 were not mitigated by | {
a rising birthrate. Epidemic disease that in this rare instance affected |
humans as well as domestic animals, swept over Europe, killing at least a \
quarter and as much as 40 percent of the population in some areas. 5 \
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The plague was much more severe in cities than in the countryside, but

d all areas of society. No one - peasant or
disease, and once it was contracted, 3
most a certainty. The dead and dying lay
htened friends and relatives. The effect of
this devastating epidemic, in the middle of the fourteenth century, was |

reinforced by recurrences several times in the ensuing half century. The

plague was caused by a bite from a parasite carried by rats, but European
medicine in the Middle Ages did not know that.
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The plague was much more severe in cities than in the countryside, but
its psychological impact penetrated all areas of society. No one - peasant or |
aristocrat ~ was safe from the disease, and once it was contracted, al
horrible and painful death was almost a certainty. The dead and dying lay ";
in the streets, abandoned by frightened friends and relatives. The effect of
this devastating epidemic, in the middle of the fourteenth century, was ?
reinforced by recurrences several times in the ensuing half century. The
plague was caused by a bite from a parasite carried by rats, but Europeani
‘medicine in the Middle Ages did not know that.
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Go to p.15:

TRADE IN MEDIEVAL EUROPE. =
The incidence of the absolute decline in European economic life was'
helghtened by shifts and dislocations in the balance of trade. In northern 1
Europe, Flemish predominance faded as England began to use its wool to |
manufacture its_own cloth, and Dutch ports_were increasingly able tox
capture international traffic, at the expense of the ports of Flanders. \
Though Flanders was still relatively rich, its days of preeminence in the‘\

northern European economy were over.
- Incidence: ¢5aa - Decline; &lhai!
- Heightened: 4diee - Shifts: <Y a5/ yss
- Dislocations: (a8 e A) c¥as - Flemish: coming from Flanders
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- Preeminence: uﬂ

~ Dutch ports: 45Lal¥1 3 5all
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The League of northern German cities suffered a similar fate. The League
of northern German cities suffered a similar fate. At the height of their
power in the 1360Cs, the merchants were able to establish a virtual
monopoly on East-West trade in northern Europe and to defeat the king of

Denmark to secure a trade route| across the southern part of the Danish
peninsula. ‘ \
- League: il - Fate: yas
- Height: 353 - Merchants: a3
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- Defeat; inn - ' Trade route: s a3 s
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f liy the fifteenth century, however, a mmﬂmi off.u:
destroy thelr unity and power, The league lost the
)h('lﬁ:tu.‘.’n the hierring changed their spawning patt
| part of the East-West trade to the cities of south
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Even the apparently unchallengeable posltibnn‘(jfa“M'EH;;'“”'““"~*~~ o
declined in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, I'hg-agﬂ-glaLprob es |
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Qrient, where Italy purchased the luxury goods that we PR g |
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trade with Europe. The loss of Eastern sources was made almogyt comp| 5|
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by the conquest of the remnants of the Byzantine Empire in the ete |

4 4

fifteenth century by the Ottoman Turks. mid-|
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Portugal and then Spain -not Italy- led the search for new m
East, which were to revolutionize European trade.
- Led the search: ol oty Routes; 5k Revolution: 5,5
M Juogi sutzin Gapls e Candl Bals cya Laa Wlloo] Gy - Liba] (5 0y Jlisptt sty |

Ay ayladll B3y i3 &yl aby &kl

Soon the Mediterranean would be rel gated to a position second to the
Atlantic Ocean as a European trade route. By the end of the fifteenth
century, the approaching Italian eclipse was already apparent.

- Mediterrancan: o yial i - Relegated: 2o 4 ) J 3
- Position second: 446 44 s - Atlantic Ocean: (plbY) bl
= Approaching: Jiull - Ttalian eclipse: Wiyl aa (il
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The era stretching from the later decades of the thirteenth century to
about 1480 was marked by recurrent institutional collapse, inept political

leadership, natural disasters, warfare, economic decline, and social
upheaval.

|

- Era: 4l » - Stretching: <l

- Later decades: 3_aW! a sl - Marked: Crauil/Cilaas & el

- Recurrent; _sial - Institutional: Sl se

- Collapse: Ll - Inept: e it ¢3S &

- Political leadership: duutud) 32l - Social upheaval: elaal) sl laay!
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Yet this same period saw progress in the definition of political and legal
concepts and great achievements in intellectual life and visual arts.

- Saw progress: L Cag s - Definition: iy ¢333s3
- Concepts: anlidl - Achievements: <l Jla
- Intellectual life; 43 Sall sLal) - Visual arts: & yeeall/asy yall ¢y gt
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Historians have come to regard the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries as
an age of transition in which an o]d world was dying and a new world was
struggling to be born.

- Historians: ¢33l - Regard: Jiet

- Age of transition; J sl jac - Was dying;: 4wlial Jaily:
- Struggling: 78Sy
sl @l L S e yhe pealidly Sha plll om0 5lael O Gyaoslt deas
g (S s lle £BIS) (e 2 4 awla]

In the fourteenth century, the discontent of urban workers and the
peasants led to serious rebellionj In general, the conditions of peasants
were improving; by the end of the fifteenth century, few serfs were left in
Western Europe. But the advantages of freedom were counterbalanced at
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least in part, by the new resppnsibilities that it entailed. Freedom did not |
necessarily bring prosperity, and it did not greatly enhance the social status g

of the peasant. ;. .
- Discontent: el Urban workers; it Jae

- rebellious: Olwee Jlacl Conditions: Jissl

Serfs: servants, i Counterbalanced: ol etel

Prosperity: ¢\l Enhance: —

Social status: e ia¥l aal)
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Urban workers suffered as the worsening of economic conditions struck |
directly at the manufacturing industries in Flanders and Italy. The |ower\
classes were the first to feel the effects of depression in the form of fewer \

jobs and lower salaries.

- Urban: (s s>/ S
- Struck: Cutal Manufacturing: g

- Effects: Jbl Depression: ¢g2baill sbuS
- Fewer jobs: Jil il - Fewer salaries: 3 <5l
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Increased taxation, which was an inevitable result of frequent wars, was\

a tremendous burden to workers, and as the cost of war kept rising,
discontent . became profound and WIdespread Agrarian and urban
/ revolutions.were many and violent. o
- Taxation: <l = -

Inevitable result; Asais A

- Tremendous:; S/ uS/dss . Burden: ewe

- Discontent; Jadw/e il ; L Profound: (e

- Widespread: JLESY) aly . Agrarian # urban
- Agrarian; ‘,,-Lu i L Violent: —aye
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But the results of these workmg -class revolts were meager —~ at best, a
few promises that were quickly broken once order had been restored; at
worst, cruel suppression of the leaders and the massacre of their followers.
In the fifteen century the rebels \Dere often heretics, and the church joined
the monarchy and the nobility to subdue the rebellious.
**l*****% Sk e ok sk
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Recurrent wars meant that t e noble bwamorhplayed an mduspensable
role in politics.

- Warfare: <~ ‘ Noble warrior: sl (ulitiall:
- Indispensable role: (cslal 5a
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In Germany, the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries were the heyday of
princely power; effective national and imperial authority was negligible. In
Italy also, no national power could break down the resistance of the cities
or the Pope, and in Spain the national monarchy was only slowly
consolidating its territory. :

N Heyday_ ia By n
- Imperial authority: 4 skl ) dals

- National power: &sihli (5 sl

- Monarchy: 4kl

- Territory: s

What does (national monarchy) mean‘7

- National monarchy: it’s a kind of monarchy in which the king rules all
aspects of society. ] : _
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Princely power:
Negligible: gl sia Adl
Resistance: 4 5t
Consolidating: 33

In England and France, however, the idea of national monarchy was well
established by the end of the thirteenth century.
- Increasingly: ! e JSAy
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In England and France, nobles attempted to exercise the powers of the
crown as regents or through baronial councils and tried to use the legal and
fiscal institutions of national government to their own advantage.

- Regents: Jiodl e elual/plBa -Baronial: (54
- Councils; pls
- Fiscal: e - National government: 4l gl 4 Ss)
- Advantage: 4slos
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The increasing influence of the nobles as warriors and governors in a\
period of governmental chaos was paradoxically accompanied by a real |
weakening of the economic and political position of the nobility.

- Chaos: (s~ - Paradoxically; o=t JSi
Cinins Ligmims uasSin g 355 2 (i) alSony (ool £DLAl l5all 3500 OIS sl
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As serfs became free peasants who were responsible only for the
payment of rent on their land, the services due on the lord's demesne were
gradually abolished, and the lord was forced to hire labor.

- Payment: ol ¢ads - Rent: s

- Lord’s demesne: ¢l sl )l -Hire labor: Jieal cads -
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Because of the shortage of agricultural labor in the fourteenth and early
fifteenth centuries, many lords found it profitable to let out a substantial
part of their land to small peasant farmers, and the great estate
increasingly gave way to a multitude of smail farms from which the lord !

received a fixed rent.

& Shortage: Ul - Profitable: e
- Estate: :\:&Lﬁ chedolia - Multitude; 220 "‘.’)"J
- Received: il - Fixed rent; @uly/arsa )
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With a decrcasmg amount of |and under cultwaimh tﬁ;'az;:);n‘&ence\
upon fixed rents in an inflationary period reduced the income of the!

nobility. Inevitably the noble tned to make up this loss by seizing the royal | \‘
taxes collected on his estates. By meddlmg in national politics, the higher !
nobility intended to expropriate additional portions of crown income and |
authority for their personal advantage. The lesser nobles, who were unable i‘

to appropriate royal revenues, became more dependent on the crown.
- Decreasing amount; 4l il
- Inflationary: adual
- Royal taxes: 4SLalt i ozl
- Expropriate: Jsbay
- _Additional portions: 48} jacas
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- Dependence; et

- Seizing: ¢3!

- Meddling: Jaail

- Approprlate e e

- Revenues: income (=1al_xl/J53)
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A R SSES'IN.MEDIEVAL EURORE .
The division within the noblllty became increasingly apparent during the
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, as the great magnates gained in wealth
and influence while the lower nobility became much more readily the
subjects of a national power. In England the title of nobility could pass only

to the eldest son of a noble, so that the number of nobles was always
: closely restricted.

- Division: pill ¢ el

Magnates: ¢\ie) u_.:\ln’%\

- Gained: wS ' Influence: 3l
Title of nobility: ¢l il
Eldest son: S oY

- Readily: ol JS
- Pass: Jiiy
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- Loath: A i - Intermarry .t;r;)ﬂ
Contingencies: il - Dictated; =
« Union:sast : et
S Likay

”‘!Jﬂw‘" 4a® e L&m_,JJaLA.LY‘ ‘_.,k‘. w_).bl.u-—a JW-M""'
6.4« 44 ‘}a-_).. ibh l.A .IL\,.;S‘ .H_,)_.a vlu Ju.ﬂ.-ln-ﬁ" -h.«u“ »..JVL*QJ ',,‘:,, ~ h,.. ‘.J‘ J }rk'w
S

*®

Wy

f stlocat:ons within the nobility and within society as a whcle were |
| dramatically indicated by bands of mercenary soldiers, products of !hg
lincessant wars of the period, who roamed the countryside. In thei
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, kings, princes, popes, and italian cmﬁf

resorted to purchasing the services of mercenary soldiers, ,
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The worst evil the mercenaries brought, however, was not their lack of‘
loyalty, but their constant plundering of the countryside. The mercenary
bands were permanent bodies organized for the profit of their members,
and when unemployed, they lived off the countryside, taking whatever,
they could find. A besieged noble or monastery could usually buy them off
with tribute and send them on to the next county, but the peasants had no

defense.
- The worst: 's=3! - Evil; &
- Brought: 4> - Lack of loyalty: #3328

- Constant; s Plundering: e/l
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- Unemployed: (38 s 22 Besieged: ol>a
Tribute: 4z _~= - Defense: g2

; | ¥is ads g3 @lacl 81 58

7 pasued | gty ;_,;..'._‘_‘},"‘.535‘,1&;&“..!13}:}'.

-

Lo il 2335, wblad Wl A L Osesm VS G
(s detas \_,.3_}(_: o |PRVEY .\g.s\.A (PR VE v ‘_‘,SJ_, LAA\JB.\ Alial

% LJ-‘ s3lias < é.}.’? BYRLL als _,'! Jadt ol 518y .NALAQ\ Gy ba S bl i ol
% 0S @ Ol oS8 st LGl ) @elariy @8 loaday 3y wday de eadlal g2k
; plas Sl gl @asie

i

{

t

’ %y .:_“3‘;3‘{4514 3dexpa o
! 5> 5e

Q.

*

d from mercenary depredations was a strong
hment of the order and security of the

r

The disorder that followe
argument in favor of the reestablis

| King's Peace in the countryside.
- Disorder: .~=# -~ Followed: Zwd «2l
. Depredations: w4 Jac | - Strong argument: 3258 3>
. Reestablishment: f= f 2le] - The order: p&)
_ Security: oY
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The barba 3
niceties of courtly lire. .
r were achieved in the elegant courts of the Italian nobility
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ecame increasingly lavish, and courtly mapg
ers

standards of dress b

became exceedingly elaborate. Especially in Italy, the courtier w;,

educated man of refined tastes. Courtly society in northern Europe lag an
but it, too, became more and mgoer:

behind its [talian counterpart,
decreased income of most of the nobility.
ﬁ“\

elaborate, in spite of the
Lavish: e

_ Standards: ol '
Courtier: one person who attended the court as an advisor to the king,
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Orders of knighthood abounded in the circles of great nobles, as well as
r rough-and-tumble character and became

of kings. Tournaments lost thei
ceremonial; jousting became a gentlemanly sport. In fact, more and more
ed with the art of wielding a lance. In time,

knights were little acquaint
knighthood became a purely hereditary status, and the noble began to
distinquish himself from the commoner not by his accomplishm ts in

battle, but by his coat of arms, his dress, and his behavior.
- Knighthood: 433

- Orders: sk :
© - Abounded: <sls - Tournaments: < b/ sk
- Rough-and-tumble character: i=ub - Jousting: —amllsjobe
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The attemp‘ts of the nobility to govern revealed the impracticality of the |.
noble way of life. The barons paid little attention to the necessary details of
overnment, and their constant infighting for personal advantage made
the failure of baronial government inevitable. The nobility's normal lack of
concern for governmental affairs and their almost exclusive devotion to the
interests of their families ill fitted them to be leaders of the troubled.
society of fourteenth —and fifteenth— century Europe.

2 Revealed: L'-’_)&-h‘ ; P Impracticaﬁty: ul‘“: P ;
- Barons: <ig)b - Personal advantage: aadlis s ‘
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The wars of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries were both a cause of\
the problems that beset national governments and the result of royal
attempts to expand the authority of the crown. The Hundred Years' War
between France and England was only the most severe and protracted of
the conflicts of the period, but it aptl illustrates the fundamental character
of later medieval wars: it was both dynastic and national in origin, \

In its earlv stages the war was fought over the feudal obligations of the
English king in France, the claims of the English king to the French th[g_gg\
and the ambitions of both monarchs to control the rich_wine growing
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regions of Gascony and the prosperous industrial cities of Flanders, i
By the fifteenth century, however, national feeling in both countries had |
escalated to such an extent that public opinion was almost as opposed to !

ending the conflict without a decisive victory as it was to granting the taxes |

necessary to continue the war, |
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The new institutions developed by the late medieval monarchy to\
consolidate its power and authority proved too weak to remain effective in

the face of long and bitter wars.
While the king attempted to extend his power, he was forced to strain

‘the resources of the crown to the maximum. Society could accept and even

welcome the royal judges who represented order and stability, but the tax
collector was obstinately and often successfully resisted by all elements of

the population.
The king was still expected to finance the government out of his

| personal income he was supposed “to live of his own".

- Institutions: <luw e - Monarchy: 45k

- Consolidate: J j25/uh 5 - Authority: 4bls

- Effective: Jid - Bitter wars: 3130 2>
- Strain; ¢ - Resources: 2l 3

- Order; ptai - Stability: b it

- Obstinately: v Finance: J3

LGJ}'“ Ky ﬂ_)-*-LA-“ lawgll Haadl 2. AUl LGJL.J Lr"” 3! laaa U s._u.ﬂl -
Oid‘,uﬂﬂ'ugwj'axﬂljdiﬁu‘ﬁJJﬂ‘Jlﬁé_,—ﬂhﬁunyu\unml\&,ﬂ il

Culture 1.1+2+3 | 20 AYDI 2022/ T1

CamScanner



w2~ a3l Gl STl 3150 slgad e Ty ol w558 Glai (ya sy
el OS) e s 0Ly allaWl ¢ alay 1 LU il ol paindls -
s L u.tlll‘ 85 gl «“‘-'L*ﬂ 05 U2 (e gy AV oy sl aaglae pw wals ;‘5‘)@“
Adle Jatwe (9% O G238l (e Gl o dd) dlis ¢ye a g€l Jgas oo w 1l

%

High ?obles were usually exempt from taxation (theoretically because of
their military services).

The bulk of taxation, therefore, fell upon the gentry, the peasantry, and
the burgesses, and even their taxes might be appropriated by a local
magnate.

The use of national or provincial assemblies to approve new taxation
enabled the monarchy to close the gap between the crown and public
opinion.

More often than not, the king actually received only a fraction of the
| taxes owed in any given levy.
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- Fraction: ¢

The vicissitudes of heredity also hampered the expansion of royal power
in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. ; '

The problems that arose when the king left a minor heir or no heir at all |
were serious enough in a society where the power of the ruling house was
never securely established, but these problems were aggravated by the
accession of physically weak or even demented kings.

- Vicissitudes: <3 -~ Heredity: 4l

- Hampered: 3lel - Expansion: g s

- Royal power: &Sk ddalull - Minor: =l

- Heir: <u)y - Aggravated: 8\l ,
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~ Let us move to Chapter Two. Go to p.29:
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1 INTRODUCTIO Nl
Medieval Christian society, at least in theory, was universal in extent. On
the political side, the Holy Roman Empire proclaimed its own universality,
ignoring local and dynastic particularism. In reality, of course, the Holy
Roman Empire was German, and at times Italian, in its makeup and policy,
and other kingdoms in Europe were uneasy and defensive about its claims
to universal authority. :
- Particularism: &xes=s  Makeup: 2S5
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But while the tendency to divide into national states grew stronger with
the rise of monarchy in France and England and other parts of Europe, the
church remained universal. :
- Tendency: 43
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“The papacy reached the height of its power in the thirteenth century.
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..., thirteenth-century popes knew how to compromise and shared the
vast income from church lands with secular overlords. Pious kings liStEI.led
to the pope with respect and dealt with him in a spirit of compromise;
recalcitrant kings, such as Frederick Il, were likely to find that the spiritual

et A
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Mhe pope was accompanied by earthly power asserted with force
of arms.
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The power of the pope was heavily based upon his personal ability and
his alliances with powerful secular rulers. In the fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries, the growth of national states dwarfed the power of the papacy,
and the popes often became tools of royal policy instead of the reverse.

- Alliances: «lilss Dwarfed: (=l %
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Skip the rest of the page.
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Now, let us move to FaIImg Attempts of Reform. Go to p3%'
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The greatest work of thirteenth-century French ||terature the second
part of The Romance of the Rose written in the late 1270s by a university-
educated French bourgeois, Jean de Muen.

- Failing; 4ldU - Attempts: <Y slsa
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On all sides de Muen saw greed, corruption, and rottenness. Scholars |:
and lawyers, he said, “sell their skill for cash.” Although he was a bourgeois,
de Muen saw no redemptive qualities in his own classy “No merchant ever
lives at ease: he has for life enlisted in the war of gain, and never will

acquire enough.”
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De Muen had only contempt for the leadership of medieval soci;t;-

kings and princes have “brought despotism to pinch and rob of folk,” he
said. On all sides he saw “bad divines who overrun the earth, preaching to

gain favour, honor, wealthy.” _ ]
- Contempt: Uil - Leadership: 88
1 - Despotism: slasiul - Pinch: by
- Rob: G - Folk: Ul
- Divines: 4S - Overrun: glix
- Preach: 5= : - Favor: w\/s sha
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Go to p.33:
In De Muen's eyes all the efforts to achieve a Christian commonwealth

that were made in the twelfth and thirteen centuries had proved futile.
- Efforts: 25> - Achieve: Gix
- Commonwealth: 4l - Futile: 33Ul mae
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Go to p.37:
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 Leonardo da Vinci, around 1500, has tradition
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There are several additional justifications for viewing 1500 as the’

termination of the medieval era. The ‘splitting of the faith’ as the Germans

call it, the outbreak of the Protestant Reformation, and the permanent |,

division of the western Church, was also about to begin. '
Additional: 4L Justifications: <)
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Termination: 4l
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By 1500, the printing press with movable type, which _had been
introduced in Germany around 1470, was being widely employed. A
revolution in communication was under way.

- Printing press: ic'sall 1! Movable type: 48 sl Al Ca g all cld
- Widely: auly Gtai e Employed: fasitus/ilexiva
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These are all good reasons to regard the end of the fifteenth century as
the end of the Middle Ages, just as the accession of a Christian Roman
emperof in the early fourth century marks the beginning of medieval times.
But just as the medieval beginning can also be claimed to lie with the
barbarian invasions of the early fifth century, so can responsible arguments
be made for ordef dates to mark the end of the Middle Ages, all the way
| from the French monarchy’s destruction of the papacy in the early

e i
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: T
L In determining the start and end of eras, there is room for diverse
judgments. But all things considered, there are grounds for thinking of
1500 as the most conceptually persuasive medieval terminus.

- Considered; JLie¥ (pm 35 Grounds: L N ERER T
- Thinking; i Conceptually: psalial 2¢x (e
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There are, however, intrinsic intelle intensive
work on the late Middle Ages. So little was known three decades ago about
that era, and it seemed so important as a transition to the culture and
society of the sixteenth century that was widely assumed to be the start of
the modem world (an assumption no longer secure), that the sinking of
deep research shafts in one, often relatively narrow aspect of the late

‘Middle Ages, was amply justified. '
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The quality, of detailed research on the late Middle Ages is high, but the
overall result has been disappointing. No paradigm or overall
interpretation of the period 1270—1500 has yet been offered that
integrates the multiple facets of the culture and society of western Europe.
Even in the richly explored Italian Renaissance, historians are still mulling
over the paradigms propounded by Jacob Burckhardt in 1860 and Erwin |
Panofsky in the 1950s, rather than formulating new models. l
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The two most interesting general views on the late Middle Ages (neither
translated into English) remain the books of Rudolf Stadeiman (1928) and
Augustin Renaudet (1939).
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Perhaps the comprehensive overview propounded in these older books |
was attainable precisely because their authors were not distracted by a
flood of detailed monographs and could reflect on the general
perspectives.
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Let us talk about the Paradoxes of the Middle Ages.
- Paradoxes: contrasts (<b-=il) __

e il {oxes ofithe Mid _
Without a new paradigm that integrates diver . cts. of the late
Middle Ages, there remain seven obvious paradoxes in the history of that
era. The first paradox is in the political sphere. ln. thfa fate Middle Ages
there was plenty of discussion of what we call C({n.stltutlonal liberalism ang
a much greater visibility of a high bourgeoisie, W|'-10 were the most|
persistent advocates and implementors of this progressive doctrine in later
centuries. Yet the main trend in late medieval political life was the
iresurgence of aristocratic power and the high visibility of the great nobles‘\
in politics and government. In other words, neither the rebellions of!
‘peasants and artisans nor middle-class constitutionalism had a significant
‘political outcome. Europe’s political system remained hierarchic and
fo!igarchic, and the hierarchies and oligarchs became more prominent on
the political scene between 1270 and 1500. At the end of the period,
European monarchs were still regularly enriching and yielding power to the |
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*

The second paradox was in the social sphere. The Black Death, which
carried off 25 - 40 percent of the population, created a labor shortage,
ended the vestiges of serfdom in Western Europe, and increased the
number of wealthy peasant families. The demographic collapse alleviated
the slowly developing food shortage that the overpopulated Europe of the
early fourteenth century had experienced. But aside from this consequence,
the biomedical holocaust had no impact. It should have inspired a vast
theological and moral literature probing the meaning of the disaster. There
was almost none of that.
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The third paradox of late medieval history concerns the church. There
were enormous learning, intelligence, organizational skill, and speculative |
imagination of all kinds in the late medieval church.

* Intrinsically the church was not in decline. In terms of brainpower,
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information, and literary and artistic capab-ility. it. “.’35 on .fhe upswing, if
anything. Yet, the church could not resolve its basic lnst]tutlonal problems,
either at the papal level or at the local level, where a variety of parso'ns and

d brought lay opprobrium on

[riars competed intensely with one another an
ithemselves. - ]
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" The fourth paradox also involves the church. Never before and rarely
since was there such intense evangelical feeling and popular enthusiasm
about the Christian message among ordinary people. Instead of exulting in
and channeling this piety and devotion, the top structure of European
intellectuals in the late fifteenth century chose to condemn it as being
infected with superstition and idolatry and formulated programs to
eradicate much of it in the name of purifying reforms.
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The fifth paradox again is related to the intellectuals and scholars. There]
was intense cultivation of every aspect of classical learning except the two
that would have had the greatest social impact — mathematical literacy and
.—epublicanism. The former would have ignited the scientific revolution,
| the latter a democratic upheaval.
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The sixth paradox refers to the learned professions. The legal profession
became thoroughly professionalized, and English common law assumed the
organizational form and behavior patterns that still exist in the United
States and Canada, as well as in Britain, for better or worse. Physicians and
surgeons made no progress in their professional standing or in improving
their contribution to society. instead, they did a lot of damage. Panicked by |
the Black Death, whose cause mystified them, they convinced Europeans to \“
close their windows and sheath them with heavy drapes to keep out the |
“bad air” that, they alleged, brought plague and to stop taking baths, |
which, they claimed, opened the pores to the dread disease. This quack
medicine was not completely revised until the twentieth century.
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ical. Europeans had Iim
th paradox was ecological. E ; il
The seventh p he earlier medieval centuries. After 125q t:‘:f

.vast forests throughout t . :
became so skilled in deforestation that by 1500 they were running short of
wood for heating and cooking. They were faced with a nutritiona) decline

because of the elimination of the generous.supply of wild game that hag
.inhabited the now-disappearing forests, whlcf1 througt.mut. medieva] tiria
'had provided the staple of their carnivorous high-protein diet.
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These paradoxes can be viewed, indeed, as the start of “early modern |
Europe,” which continued until the political, industrial, and liberal and
scientific revolutions of the eighteenth century. This early Modern Europe
continued to be marked by the paradoxes, confusions, and crises that
distinguished the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries.

The medieval world we know was far from perfect. Life expectancy was
short, and disease was mostly incontestable. 1t was a world burdened by
royal autocracy and social hierarchy inherited from ancient times.
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